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THE JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA

A Statistical Summary From 1850 to 1943

By Louis ROSENBERG1

I

MANY national and local organizations have been devel-
oped in the United States, Great Britain and Canada,
with the necessary administrative and functional

machinery to meet, to some extent, not only overseas needs
for relief and rehabilitation, but also to a greater or lesser
degree the specifically Jewish social, cultural, educational and
religious needs of our communities, and the voluntary fund-
raising apparatus for their maintenance. Yet, with the
exception of Canada, Jewish national and local institutions
have been handicapped and compelled to grope in the dark,
for lack of accurate statistical information concerning the
numerical, geographical, sex, age and occupational distribu-
tion of the Jewish population of the United States and Great
Britain, and the number and rate of Jewish births, marriages
and deaths, without which the work of those institutions
cannot be efficiently planned, conducted or evaluated.

In Canada the Jewish community has been fortunate in
having available the basic information compiled at regular
intervals by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics of the Can-
adian Government. Realizing the value of this source mate-
rial, the Canadian Jewish Congress set up its Bureau of
Social and Economic Research in 1934, for the purpose of
analyzing and interpreting all available information concern-
ing the Jewish population of Canada, exploring the possibil-
ities of expanding and intensifying the scope of the informa-
tion in this field, and supplementing it wherever necessary

1 Research Director, Canadian Jewish Congress.
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by sample surveys and investigations, so as to assist the
various committees of the Canadian Jewish Congress and
other national organizations in planning the social services,
religious and educational facilities, civic protective programs
and other phases of Jewish organizational life in Canada.

The first comprehensive social and economic study of the
Jews in Canada was published by the Bureau of Social and
Economic Research in 1939 under the title of Canada's Jews,
and a revised edition bringing the statistical information up
to date is planned for 1947.

A series of monographs on Jewish immigration, occupa-
tional distribution, vital statistics, age and sex distribution,
and intermarriage, and a number of community surveys of
the larger Jewish communities in Canada are also planned.

As an appendix to this article will be found a number of
statistical tables summarizing the geographical, sex, age,
conjugal and occupational distribution of the Jewish popula-
tion of Canada in 1941, as compared with the total population
of all origins. Wherever available, comparative information
is given for previous decennial periods, in some cases as far
back as 1851.

There are no valid grounds for assuming that the compila-
tion of official and accurate statistics concerning Jews in
Canada has resulted in the growth of anti-Semitic feeling.
Anti-Semitism is not based upon logic or upon statistics.
The rabid anti-Semite might not be cured by the presentation
of accurate statistics which disprove his allegations, but anti-
Semitism certainly cannot be prevented by the absence of
accurate and official information. Anti-Semitism thrives on
ignorance and unverified statements.

The censuses prior to 1911 only gave the number of Jews
by religion and ethnic origin in each province, county or
census division, and in every incorporated city, town or
village in Canada. In addition the census of 1911 cross-
classified the information concerning ethnic origin and re-
ligion by sex, while the 1921 census cross-classified the in-
formation concerning ethnic origin by ability to speak English
and French, and by mother tongue.

Since 1931 the cross-classification of information in the
Canadian census has been expanded, so that religion, sex,
age-groups, conjugal condition, number of children attending
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school, country of birth, official language spoken, mother
tongue, occupation, home ownership, blindness and deaf
mutism are cross-classified by ethnic origin, thus making
possible comparative detailed analysis and study of almost
every aspect of the social and economic life of the various
ethnic groups which make up Canada's population.

Much of the information which is of too detailed a nature
tor publication in the census reports is available in manu-
script form, and the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has at
all times cooperated to the fullest extent with sociologists
and research workers by affording them access to this in-
valuable store.

Official statistical information regarding origin and re-
ligion in Canada is not confined to the census. The annual
reports on vital statistics, compiled by the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics for eight of the provinces since 1921 and for
the whole of Canada since 1926, give the ethnic origin and
sex of all children born each year, and the ethnic origin and
age groups of the mothers. All deaths are also classified by
ethnic origin, and all marriages are classified by religion of
bride and groom.

The annual reports of the Canadian Department of Immi-
gration from 1901 onwards give the ethnic origin, citizenship,
country of birth and mother tongue, but not religion, of all
immigrants entering Canada, while the annual reports on
criminal statistics from 1921 onwards, issued by the Domin-
ion Bureau of Statistics classify all persons convicted of
indictable offenses by religion but not by origin, and give
similar information concerning juvenile delinquents and in-
mates of penitentiaries.

No passport, birth certificate, identity card, registration
certificate, or immigrant landing card in Canada bears any
information concerning the religion or ethnic origin of the
individual. The answers given by the individual to census
enumerators are in every instance held strictly confidential.
The Dominion Bureau of Statistics is not permitted by law
to issue any information which would directly or indirectly
reveal information regarding a particular person or private
corporation, and is limited to the publication of aggregates
as distinct from individual information.

According to Canadian law the term "nationality' is
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equivalent to the term "citizenship." All Canadian citizens
by birth or naturalization are of Canadian nationality, so
that a Jew born in Poland but naturalized and resident in
Canada and professing the Jewish religion is of Canadian
nationality, Jewish origin, Polish nativity and-Jewish religion.
Similarly, a Jew born in Canada who has joined the Prot-
estant Church would be recorded as of Canadian nationality,
Jewish origin, Canadian nativity and Protestant religion.

The term "racial origin" in the Canadian census classifica-
tion from 1871 to 1941 inclusive was not used in a biological
sense to indicate color of skin, shape of head, etc., but to
describe those who inherited a common history, culture, or
mother tongue, as distinct from the concept of "nationality,"
which was used to describe political allegiance.

Canadians of French, English, Scottish and Irish origin,
thoroughly Canadian in their loyalty and viewpoint, have
a proud and affectionate regard for their cultural traditions
and a strong desire to perpetuate them. They see no pos-
sibility of conflicting loyalties. Similarly, the Jewish popu-
lation of Canada, unequivocally Canadian in its loyalty, as
has been amply proved by active voluntary service on every
battlefront from the Plains of Abraham in 1760 to the World
Wars of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945, proudly acknowledges
its Jewish origin and heritage.

The Canadian Jewish Congress has always recognized and
welcomed the valuable information made available by the
inclusion of the questions on origin and religion in the Can-
adian census. The only objection raised was to the use of
the term "racial" as describing origin, which was considered
to be unscientific and objectionable because of its connota-
tion. The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, recognizing the
validity of that objection, has arranged to change the term-
inology in future censuses to "ethnic origin."

II

Although the Jewish population of Canada before the
beginning of the 20th century was very small, the Jewish
connection with Canada dates back to the days of the French
occupation in the first half of the 18th century, when the
Gradis family of Bordeaux played a very prominent part
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in the development and maintenance of the French settle-
ments in Canada and their defense against British attacks,
and is credited by a French historian with having done more
"to protect and represent France than royalty itself."1

Jews first settled permanently and legally in Canada in
1760 at the time of the British conquest, and the earliest
Jewish settlers were officers in General Amherst's army,
although there is some ground for the belief that Jewish

. fur traders and merchants from the New England colonies
frequently visited what is now Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick prior to 1760 and some few may have settled there.

The first Jewish synagogue in Canada was that of the
Shearith Israel Congregation, erected in Montreal in 1777.
It was the fifth organized Jewish congregation on the North
American continent, preceded only by the congregations in
New York, Newport, Savannah and Charleston.

The first mention of Jews in an official census in Canada
is found in Lower Canada in 1831, when 107 Jews were re-
corded as living in that portion of the country. The Jewish
population of Canada and its provinces in each of the decen-
nial census years from 1851 to 1941 will be found in Table 1.
By 1901 the Jewish population of Canada had increased to
16,401, and from then onwards it grew rapidly until it num-
bered 156,726 in 1931, forming 1.50 percent of the total popu-
lation.

In 1941 the Jewish population of Canada numbered
170,241, an increase of only 8.6 percent since 1931 as com-
pared with an increase of 10.9 percent among the total popu-
lation of all origins. The slowing down of the rate of increase
among the Jewish population of Canada has been due to
two main causes. The first is the fact that the crude rate of
natural increase of the Jewish population of Canada has
decreased from 11.1 per 1,000 in 1926 to 7.4 per 1,000 in 1941,
whilst the crude rate of natural increase of the total popula-
tion of Canada has increased from 10.7 per 1,000 in 1926
to 12.2 per 1,000 in 1941. The second cause has been the
drastic decrease in Jewish immigration which followed the
restrictive immigration regulations enforced since 1923.

Examination of the information given in Table 1 will
show that prior to 1901 the number of Jews by religion was

1 Jullian Camille. HiHoire de Bordeaux. 1895.
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much larger than the number claiming to be Jews by origin,
whilst the number claiming to be Jews by origin has closely
approximated the number claiming to be Jews by religion
since 1901. In 1901 the number of Jews by religion exceeded
the number of Jews by origin by 1.6 percent. The number
of Jews by origin exceeded the number of Jews by religion
by 2.1 percent in 1911; by 0.8 percent in 1921; by 0.7 per-
cent in 1931; and by 1.0 percent in 1941.

The cause for the discrepancy between the number of Jews .
by religion and the number by origin prior to 1901 may be
found in two factors. Prior to 1901 the instructions given to
census enumerators regarding "origin" were not as explicit
as those given since that date, and the term was often used
interchangeably with "nationality" or "citizenship," so that
in 1871 and 1881 the majority of the Jewish population
stated that they were of the Jewish faith but answered the
question as to their "origin" by naming the country of their
birth or allegiance. The great increase in the flow of immi-
gration from Europe in 1901 led to more specific and accu-
rate instructions to census enumerators in the years which
followed.

The rise of the Zion'st Movement in 1897 and the fact
that most of the Jewish immigrants were fleeing from coun-
tries where they had been underprivileged and had suffered
persecution because of their origin and religion, strengthened
the consciousness of their identity as Jews, and eliminated
any possibility of a desire to identify themselves with the
lands which they had left in search of liberty and security.

The Jewish population of Canada is predominantly urban.
Only 4 percent were resident in 1941 in rural areas outside
the boundaries of any incorporated city, town or village as
compared with 29.8 percent among the total population of
all origins.

There were 1,640 incorporated cities, towns and villages in
Canada in 1941, and there were Jews resident in 703, or 42.87
percent of them. Jews were resident in 145 of the 152 incor-
porated cities and towns in Canada with population exceed-
ing 5,000 in 1941. Six of the towns and cities with population
ranging from 5,000 to 30,000 which had no Jewish residents
in 1941 were situated in the province of Quebec, and one
in the province of Ontario. Of the total 'irban population
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of all origins in Canada 42.35 percent were resident in cities
with population exceeding 100,000 as compared with 85.07
percent of the urban Jewish population of Canada in 1941.

There were 51 incorporated cities and towns in Canada
in 1941 in which there were 100 or more Jewish residents,
and in 12 of them the Jewish population exceeded 1,000.
A list of these urban centers, giving their Jewish population
at twenty year intervals since 1861, will be found in Table 4.
The largest Jewish community in Canada in 1941 was that
of Greater Montreal, including its suburbs and satellite cities,
with a total Jewish population of 63,937 in 1941, followed
by Greater Toronto with a Jewish population of 52,779 and
Greater Winnipeg with a Jewish population of 17,435.

The province with the largest number of Jews was Quebec
until 1931, when the province of Ontario took the lead.
Nevertheless the province with the highest proportion of
Jews to the total population is Manitoba, in which 2.59
percent of the total population in 1941 was Jewish. The
provinces in which the proportion of the Jewish to the total
population has decreased since 1931 are New Brunswick,
Quebec, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

In Table 6 will be found the comparative geographical
distribution of the Jewish and total population of all origins
in Canada by provinces for the period from 1871 to 1941.
In 1901 out of the total Jewish population of Canada 83.22
percent lived in Eastern Canada and the Maritime Provinces,
as compared with 87.98 percent of the total population of
Canada of all origins living in the same area. In 1941 out
of the total Jewish population of Canada 82.05 percent lived
in Eastern Canada and the Maritime Provinces, as compared
with 71.70 percent of the total population of Canada of all
origins in the same area.

In Table 7 will be found the number and proportion of
the main ethnic groups in Canada at each decennial census
from 1871 to 1941. Jews formed the tenth ethnic group in
order of size in 1871, dropped to eleventh in size in 1881,
and twelfth in 1901; increased to eighth in 1911 and seventh
in 1921, and dropped back to eighth in order of size in 1931
and 1941. There is no city, town, village, city ward or prov-
incial or federal constituency in Canada in which Jews form
a majority of the population.
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The proportion of Jewish males to females has always
been more evenly balanced than among the total population
of all origins. Unlike other ethnic groups Jewish immigration
in Canada has been largely a family immigration and not
an immigration of single young men.

From Table 8 it will be seen that the masculinity rate
or number of males per 1,000 females, has been lower among
the Jewish population than among the total population at
each decennial census from 1911 to 1941 and was only 1,017
males per 1,000 females among Jews in 1941 as compared
with 1,053 males per 1,000 females among the total popula-
tion of all origins.

The age distribution of the Jewish population of Canada
has changed considerably during the decade from 1931 to
1941, as will be seen from Table 9 which shows the compara-
tive distribution of the Jewish and total population of Canada
by quinquennial age groups.

According to the theory formulated by the Swedish statis-
tician, Sundborg, the normal age distribution in Western
European countries is such that approximately half of the
population is between the ages of 15 and 50, and any varia-
tions in age distribution are found in the other two main
age groups containing those younger than 15 and older than
50.

Where the population of a community is growing, the
number of those younger than 15 is invariably greater than
those over 50, and where the population growth is stationary
the age groups younger than 15 and older than 50 are ap-
proximately equal.

Using Sundborg's classification as a basis of comparison,
we find that Canada's Jewish population in 1941 may be
described as stationary, since the proportion of Jews below
the age of 15 and above the age of 50 were approximately
equal, and the proportion between the ages of 15 and 49
was only slightly above 50 percent of the total; while the
total population of Canada of all origins in 1941 may be
described as "Accessive" and "Progressive," since the pro-
portion between the ages of 15 and 49 exceeds 50 percent,
and the proportion below the age of 15 exceeds the proportion
above the age of 50.

The proportion which Jewish children between the ages
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of 5 and 14 formed of the total Jewish population fell from
19.71 percent in 1931 to 14.40 percent in 1941. Children of
elementary school age formed only 14.40 percent of the total
Jewish population of Canada in 1941 as compared with 18.74
percent of the total population of all origins in Canada, so
that any estimation of Jewish population based on the "Yom
Kippur" method and the proportion of elementary school
children among the total population of all origins would
have resulted in a Jewish population estimate of 130,742
instead of 170,241 in 1941 as shown by actual census enum-
eration.

The proportion of the Jewish population of Canada over
70 years of age has increased from 4.64 percent in 1931 to
7.94 percent in 1941, but is still below the proportion of
that age group among the total population of all origins,
which was 10.11 percent in 1941.

The proportion of the Jewish population of Canada who
are married is higher than that among the total population
of all origins, and has increased from 41.26 percent in 1931
to 48.32 percent in 1941. The proportion of widowed and
separated persons among the Jewish population is lower
than among the total population of all origins, while the
proportion of divorced persons is higher among the Jewish
than among the total population in Canada.

Twenty-five out of every 10,000 of the Jewish population
in Canada in 1941 were divorced, as compared with 12 out
of every 10,000 of the total population of all origins, and 16
out of every 10,000 of the urban population of all origins.

In 1941 for the first time in the history of the Jewish com-
munity in Canada the majority of the Jewish population
was Canadian-born. From Table 11, which gives the Jewish
population of Canada in 1941 classified by sex and country
of birth, it will be seen that 51.04 percent of the Jewish popu-
lation were Canadian-born, 2.44 percent were born in other
parts of the British Empire, 20.93 percent were born in
Russia, 14.70 percent were born in Poland, 3.69 percent were
born in Rumania, 2.57 percent were born in the United
States, and 1.69 percent were born in Austria.

The crude Jewish birth rate in Canada has decreased
from 15.5 per 1,000 in 1926 to 12.6 per 1,000 in 1939, while
the crude Jewish death rate has increased from 4.4 per thou-
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sand in 1926 to 6.3 per 1,000 in 1939. Among the total
population of all origins the crude birth rate has decreased
from 22.1 per 1,000 in 1926 to 20.3 per 1,000 in 1939, whilst
the crude death rate has fallen from 11.4 per 1,000 in 1926
to 9.7 per 1,000 in 1939.

The crude birth rate among the Jewish population, as
among the total population of Canada, has increased during
the war period from 1940 to 1943, having risen from 13.6
per 1,000 in 1940 to 18.2 per 1,000 in 1943.

In Table 13 will be found listed the annual increase of
Jewish population of Canada by excess of immigration over
emigration and by natural increase, and the estimated Jewish
population of Canada for each year from 1901 to 1943 in-
clusive.

The immigration statistics for the years 1926 to 1943
inclusive are taken from the official reports of the Canadian
Department of Immigration. Prior to 1926 the Canadian
immigration statistics only gave the ethnic origin of the
immigrants arriving via ocean ports. To this information
we have added our estimate of the number of Jewish im-
migrants entering Canada via the U.S.A., which have been
calculated on the basis of the number of immigrants of Jewish
origin resident in Canada in the decennial census years.

The statistics of Jewish natural increase for the years 1926
to 1943 inclusive are taken from the official annual reports
on Vital Statistics, while the statistics for the years 1921
to 1925 inclusive are taken from the official statistics for
the eight provinces of Canada available for those years, to
which we have added the Jewish vital statistics for the city
of Montreal in which the majority of the Jewish population
of Quebec was resident.

The statistics of Jewish emigration from Canada to the
United States are taken from the official reports of the United
States Commissioner of Immigration, while the number of
Jewish immigrants to Canada in 1940 includes 2,340 Jewish
refugees admitted temporarily, to whom the right of perm-
anent residence was subsequently granted.

It will be noted from this table that there was an actual
net decrease in the Jewish population of Canada in the years
1916, 1917, 1919, 1920, 1923, and 1924, due to the excess
of emigration over immigration and natural increase.
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In the years from 1915 to 1921 inclusive, 1923, 1924, 1935,
1937 and 1938, and 1941 to 1943 inclusive, Jewish emigration
from Canada to the United States exceeded Jewish immigra-
tion to Canada from all sources, but this was not because
of any abnormal increase in emigration of Jews from Canada,
but because of the decrease of Jewish immigration to Canada
due to war conditions and immigration restrictions.

Of the Jewish immigrant population in 1941, as many as
55.59 percent came to Canada prior to 1921, as compared
with 53.20 percent of the total non-Celto-Saxon immigrant
population.

The comparative number and proportion of foreign-born
Jews and all persons of non-Celto-Saxon origin who are
naturalized, classified according to period of naturalization,
together with the number and proportion still claiming
foreign allegiance will be found in Table 15. Of all Jews
resident in Canada who were not born in Canada or else-
where in the British Empire, 84.27 percent were naturalized
by 1941, as compared with 70.67 percent among the total
immigrant population of non-Celto-Saxon origin. The pro-
portion of Jews resident in Canada in 1941 who were not
Canadian citizens by birth or naturalization was only 6.69
percent in 1941. The term Celto-Saxon is used here to de-
scribe those of English, Scottish, Irish, and Welsh origin,
and is considered more truly descriptive than the term Anglo-
Saxon.

Very few Jews in Canada are unable to speak English.
The proportion of Jews in Canada able to speak English
in 1941 was 98.52 percent, as compared with 95.35 percent
in 1931. Canada is officially a bilingual country, but very
few Canadians who are not of French origin and who do
not live in the province of Quebec are able to carry on a
conversation in French. Thirty-nine percent of the Jewish
population of Canada in 1941 lived in Quebec, which is pre-
dominantly FVench in language and culture, and it is there-
fore natural that a considerable number of the Jews resident
in Quebec should be able to speak both English and French.
In 1941 the proportion of the total Jewish population of
Canada able to speak French was 13.35 percent, while 13.22
percent were able to speak both English and French.

The cross-classification of the ethnic origin of Canada's
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population by religion since 1931 furnishes us with some
interesting information concerning the religious denomina-
tion of those Jews by origin who do not profess the Jewish
religion, and the ethnic origin of those who claim to be Jews
by religion although not of Jewish origin. This information
will be found in Tables 17 to 20 inclusive.

The number of Jews by origin professing religions other
than Jewish increased from 1,375 in 1931 to 2,133 in 1941.
Nevertheless the proportion is quite small, being only 0.88
percent of the total Jewish population in 1931 and 1.25 per-
cent in 1941.

Of every 10,000 persons of Jewish origin in Canada in
1941 there were 63 who were members of Protestant Christian
denominations, 27 Roman Catholics and 13 Greek Orthodox.

The number of persons in Canada who claim to be of non-
Jewish origin but of Jewish religion is very small, being less
than one in five thousand in 1931 and 1941. Of the 259
Jews by religion in Canada who claimed to be not of Jewish
origin 73 were of English, Scottish or Irish origin, 52 were
of Russian origin, 29 were of Polish origin, 16 were of German
origin and 15 were of French origin.

The number of intermarriages and the rate of intermarriage
among Jews during the period from 1926 to 1943 inclusive
will be found in Table 21. From this table it will be seen
that out of 29,319 marriages in which one or both of the
parties were Jewish, 1,271 were mixed marriages. The average
proportion of Jewish intermarriage during this period was
6.7 percent of Jewish homogamous marriages, while the
number of children born to Jewish mixed marriages was 7.2
percent of the number of children born to parents both of
whom were Jewish. The rate of intermarriage among Jews
in Canada has more than doubled during the period of 18
years for which statistics are available, having increased
from 4.9 percent in 1926 to 11.3 percent in 1943. It must
be borne in mind that these intermarriages incLude only
those in which neither of the parties has accepted the faith
of the other before the marriage.

The proportion of the Jewish population of Canada claim-
ing Yiddish as their mother tongue has fallen from 95.18
percent in 1931 to 76.21 percent in 1941, but this decrease
has not been uniform in all communities. The proportion is
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highest in the province of Manitoba, where 89.77 percent of
the Jewish population in 1941 reported their mother tongue
as Yiddish, and lowest in Prince Edward Island, where only
30.00 percent of the Jewish population reported Yiddish as
mother tongue.

The comparative number and proportion of the Jewish
and total population of all origins gainfully occupied, clas-
sified by occupational groups, will be found in Tables 24
and 25.

The seven largest occupational groups among the Jewish
population in Canada in 1941 in order of size were trade,
industry, clerical occupations, professions, personal service,
transportation and construction. The largest occupational
groups among the total population of all origins in Canada
in 1941 in order of size were agriculture, manufacturing,
personal service, trade, clerical occupations, transportation
and unskilled labor.

The proportion of all gainfully occupied Jews who were
engaged in some branch of retail and wholesale trade fell
from 38.22 percent in 1921 to 34.86 percent in 1941. The
proportion of all gainfully occupied Jews engaged in manu-
facturing industries increased from 30.45 percent in 1921
to 31.24 percent in 1941. The proportion of the gainfully
occupied among Jews engaged in the manufacturing indus-
tries is almost twice as high as the proportion among the
gainfully occupied of all origins.

The proportion of Jews engaged in clerical occupations,
such as bookkeepers, stenographers, etc. has increased from
8.82 percent in 1921 to 14.20 percent of all gainfully occupied
Jews in 1941.

Jews engaged in the various professions in Canada have
increased from 3.61 percent of all Jews gainfully occupied
in 1921 to 5.62 percent in 1941. Nevertheless, Jews in the
professions still form a smaller proportion of all Jews gain-
fully occupied than those engaged in the professions among
the total population of all origins.

To sum up, the development which has taken place in
the Jewish population of Canada, particularly since the close
of the first World War in 1919, is just what could have been
expected in a minority group overwhelmingly urban, keenly
appreciative of the cultural, economic and social opportu-
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nities available in a modern democracy, whose continued
immigration has been drastically restricted; and which, des-
pite a comparatively low rate of intermarriage and high
degree of tenacity in retaining its religious and cultural
identity, has rapidly adapted itself to the social, educational
and political environment of the country.
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TABLE 1

POPULATION OF JEWISH ORIGIN AND RELIGION IN CANADA BY PROVINCES

BY DECENNIAL PERIODS. 1851-1941 INCLUSIVE

PRINCE EDWARD ISLANI-
Origin
Religion

NOVA SCOTIA
Origin
Religion

N E W BRUNSWICK
Origin
Religion

QUEBEC
Origin
Relieion

ONTARIO
Origin
Religion

MANITOBA
Origin
Religion

SASKATCHEWAN
Origin
Religion

ALBERTA
Origin
Religion

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Religion

NORTH W E S T TERRITORIES
Origin
Religion

YUKON
Origin
Religion

CANADA
Origin
Religion

1851

-

-

2 4 8

106

-

—

-

3 5 4

1861

-

9

572

6 1 4

—

z

-

—
-

-

1,195

1871

-

3
48

74
549

48
518

z

-

—
-

-

125
1,115

1881

??
22
55

330
989

254
1,193

18
3?

z

-

11
104

-

667
2,393

1891

1

' l l

73

2,703

2.501

743

73

12

277

-

0.414

1901

17
17

449
437

395
376

1911

39
36

1.360
1,170

1,027
998

7.607 30.758
7.498130,268

5.337
S.321

1,514
1,497

198
296

17
242

543
5 5 4

-

54
163

16,131
16.401

27,224
26,767

10,850
10,636

2,092
2,060

1,505
1,207

1,303
1,384

-

41
38

76,199
74,564

1921

21
18

2,161
1,974

1,243
1,213

47,977
47.766

47,798
47,458

16,669
16,593

5,380
5,328

3,242
3,186

1,696
1,654

1
1

8
6

126,196
125,197

1931

20
19

2,046
1,935

1,262
1.257

60,087
59,736

62,383
62,094

19,341
19,193

5,116
5,047

3,722
3,663

2,743
2,666

2
2

4
2

156,726
155,614

1941

25
18

2,285
2,167

1,228
1,196

66,277
65,683

69,875
69,217

18,879
18,715

4,149
4,076

4,164
4,052

3,350
3,235

7
6

2
2

170,241
168,367
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TABLE 2

URBAN POPULATION- OF JEWISH AND ALL ORM.INS IN CANADA
1941, BY SIZIC GROUI-S SHOWING NUMBER OF LOCALITIES

IN EACH GROUP

Size Groups

Urban Centers

100.000 and over
30,000-99,999. . .
15,000-29.999.. .
5.000-14,999. . . .
1,000-4,999
Under 1,000. . . .

TOTAL URBAN . . .

Number of Urban Centers

All Origins

8
10

98
428

1.060

1.640

Jews

8
19
26
92

239
319

703

Population

All Origins

2,645,133
928,367
563,751
806,624
909,728
398.813

6.252,416

Jews

139,025
10,015
5,082
4,558
3,014
1.736

163.430

TABLE 3

PROPORTION OF URBAN POPULATION OF JEWISH AND ALL
ORIGINS IN CANADA, 1941, BY S U E GROUPS SHOWING PRO-
PORTION OF URBAN CENTERS WITH JEWISH POPULATION IN

EACH SIZE GROUP

Size
Groups

100,000 plus...
30,000-99,999.
15,000-29,999.
5,000-14,999.
1.000- 4,999

Under 1,000. . .

Total Urban.. .

Proportion of

Urban
Centers

with Jews

100.00%
100.00
96.30
93.88
55.84
30.09

42.87%

Jews to
Total

Population

5.26%
1.08
0.90
0.56
0.33
0.43

2.61%

Proportion of
Population in Sire Group

to Total Population

All Origins

42.35%
14.83
9.02

12.90
14.55
6.35

100.00%

Jews

85.07%
6.13
3.11
2.79
1.84
1.06

100.00%

Proportion of Urban
Centers in Size Groups
to Total Urban Center?

AU Origins

0.49%
1.16
1.64
5.98

26.10
64.63

100.00%

Jews

1.13%
2.70
3.70

13.10
34.10
45.37

100.00%
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TABLE 4

CANADIAN CITIES AND TOWNS WITH JEWISH POPULATION

EXCEEDING 100 IN 1941, SHOWING JEWISH POPULATION IN

1861, 1881, 1901, 1921, & 1941, AND TOTAL POPULATION AND

PROPORTION OF JEWISH TO TOTAL POPULATION IN 1941

35

City or Town

Jewish Population

Total
Popu-
lation

NOVA SCOTIA
Glace Bay . . . . ' . . . .
Halifax
Sidney
Yarmouth

N E W BRUNSWICK
Fredericton
Moncton
Saint John

QUEBEC
Lachine
Montreal
Outremont
Quebec
Sherbrooke
Verdun
Westmount

ONTARIO
Belleville
Brantford
Cornwall
Forest Hill
Fort William
Guelph
Hamilton
Kingston
Kitchener
London
Niagara Falls
North Bay
Oshawa
Ottawa
Peterborough
Sarnia
Sault Ste. Marie. .
St. Catherines. . . .
Sudbury
Timmins
Toronto
Windsor

MANITOBA
Brandon
Portage la Prairie.
Selkirk
Winnipeg

403

110

47
S
2
3

5

46

47
20

177
22

20
1

26

534
4

140
102
22
20

13
4

292

26
6,849
1,195

302
66
22

6
5

70

13
13

484
128

10
206

1

398
3
2
8

30
73

3,090
138

13
1,156

441
585
398
183

536
42,817
6,783

375
265
149

1,002

61
241
89

289
90

2,560
303
298
703
25
46
89

2,799
136
57

115
225
129
95

34,619
1,114

222
81
85

14,449

395
756
445
128

146
211
569

155
51,132
10,338

376
206
471

1,625

103
216
190

1,295
300
178

2,597
295
425
731
113
125
210

3,809
179
107
108
380
239
316

49,046
2,226

142
116
103

17,027

25,147
70,488
28,305

7,790

10,062
22,763
51.741

20,051
903,007
30,751

150,757
35,965
67,349
26.047

15.710
31,948
14,117
11,757
30.585
23.273

166.337
30,126
35,657
78,264
20.589
15,599
26,813

154.951
25.350
18.734
25,794
30,275
32,203
28,790

667,457
105,311

17,383
7,187
4,915

221,960
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TABLE 4—continued

City or Town

SASKATCHEWAN
Melville
Moose Jaw
Prince Albert
Regina
Saskatoon
Yorkton

ALBERTA
Calgary
Edmonton
Lethbridge

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Vancouver
Victoria

Jewish Population

1861

=

1881

74

1901

I
16

205
165

1921

89
119
109
860
599
172

1,247
821
108

1.370
153

1941

105
121
152
944
703
123

1,794
1,449

153

2,812
110

1941

Total
Popu-
lation

4.011
20,753
12,508
58,245
43,027
5,577

88,904
93,817
14,612

275,353
44,068

Percent
Jewish

2.61
0.58
1.22
1.62
1.63
2.21

2.02
1.54
1.05

1.02
0.25

TABLE 5

PROPORTION OF JEWISH TO TOTAL POPULATION OF ALL ORIGINS

IN CANADA AND ITS PROVINCES 1871-1941

Prince Edward Is land. . .
Nova Scotia
New Brunswick

Ontario

Saskatchewan
Alberta
British Columbia
Yukon & North West

Territories

1871

%

0.02
0.05
0.02

0.03

1881

%
*

0.02
0.07
0.06
0.05

0.21

0.05

1891

%

0.01
0.02
0.18
0.12
0.49

0.56

0.09

0.13

1901

0.02
0.09
0.11
0.45
0.24
0.59
0.32
0.33
0.31

0.34

0.31

1911

0.04
0.28
0.29
1.53
1.08
2.35
0.42
0.40
0.33

0.27

1.03

1921

%
0.02
0.41
0.32
2.03
1.62
2.73
0.71
0.S5
0.32

0.07

1.44

1931

0.02
0.39
0.30
2.09
1.81
2.76
0.55
0.50
0.39

0.04

1.50

1941

%
0.03
0.39
0.27
1.99
1.84
2.59
0.46
0.51
0.41

0.05

1.48

•Less than 0.01%.
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TABLE 6

COMPARATIVE GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF JEWISH AND
TOTAL POPULATION OF ALL ORIGINS IN CANADA BY PROVINCES

1871-1941

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
All Origins
Jews

NOVA SCOTIA
All Origins
Jews

NEW BRUNSWICK
All Origins
Jews..

QUEBEC
All Origins
Jews

ONTARIO
All Origins
Jews

MANITOBA
All Origins
Jews

SASKATCHEWAN

Jews

ALBERTA
All Origins
Jews

BRITISH COLUMBIA
All Origins
Jews

Yukon & N. W, T.

Jews

CANADA
AJ] Origins
Jews

1871

%

2.55

10.51

7.74
4.30

32.30
49.24

43.94
46.46

0.68

—

—

0.98

1.30

100.00
100.00

1881

%

2.52

10.19
0.79

7.43
2.98

31.42
41.33

44.56
49.94

1.44
1.30

—

—

1.14
3.66

1.30

100.00
100.00

1891

%

2.25
0.02

9.32
0.45

6.65
1.14

30.80
42.15

43.74
39.00

3.16
11.59

—

—

2.03
4.32

2.05
1.33

100.00
100.00

1901

%

1.92
0.10

8.56
2.67

6.16
2.29

30 70
45.72

40.64
32.44

4.75
9.13

1.70
1.80

1.36
1.48

3.33
3.38

0.88
0.99

100.00
100.00

1911

%

1.30
0.05

6.83
1.57

4.88
1.34

27.83
40.59

35.07
35.88

6.40
14.27

6.84
2.77

5.19
1.62

5.45
1.86

0.21
0.05

100.00
100.00

1921

%

1.01
0.01

5.96
1.71

4.41
0.99

26.86
38.02

33.39
37.88

6.94
13.21

8.62
4.27

6.70
2.57

5.97
1.33

0.14
0.01

100.00
100.00

1931

%

0.85
0.01

4.94
1.30

3.94
0.80

27 70
38.36

33.07
39.80

6.75
12.35

8.88
3.26

7.05
2.37

6.69
1.75

0.13
*

100.00
100.00

1941

%

0.83
0.01

5.02
1.34

3.97
0.72

28 96
38.93

32.92
41.05

6.34
11.09

7.79
2.44

6.92
2.44

7.11
1.97

0.1S
0.01

100.00
100.00

•Less than 0.01%.
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TABLE 7

NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF THE MAIN ETHNIC GROUPS IN CANADA

1871-1941

Ethnic Group

FRENCH

Proportion

ENGLISH
Number
Proportion

SCOTTISH
Number
Proportion

IRISH
Number
Proportion

GERMAN
Number
Proportion

UKRAINIAN
Number
Proportion

SCANDINAVIAN
Number
Proportion

JEWISH
Number
Proportion

POLISH
Number
Proportion

ALL ORIGINS
Number
Proportion

1871

1,082,940
31.07%

706,369
20.27%

549,946
15.84%

846,414
24.28%

202,991
5.82%

z
1.623

0.05%

1,115*
0.03%

z
3,485,761
100.00%

1881

1,298,929
30.03%

881,301
20.38%

699,863
16.18%

957,403
22.14%

254,319
5.88%

-

5,223
0.12%

2.393*
0.06%

4,324,810
100.00%

1901

1,649.371
30.70%

1,260,899
23.47%

800,154
14.90%

988,721
18.41%

310,501
5.78%

16,629
0.31%

31,042
0.58%

16,401*
0.30%

6,285
0.12%

5,371.315
100.00%

1911

2.061,719
28.52%

1,871.268
25.30%

1.027,015
13.85%

1,074,738
14.58%

403,417
5.60%

129,468
1.80%

112,682
1.49%

76,199*
1.06%

33,652
0.47%

7,206,643
100.00%

1921

2,452,743
27.91%

2,545,358
28.96%

1,173,625
13.35%

1,107,803
12.61%

294.635
3.35%

214,392
2.44%

167,359
1.90%

126,196
1-44%

53,403
0.61%

8.787,949
100.00%

1931

2,927,990
28.21%

2,741,419
26.42%

1,346,350
12.97%

1.230,808
11.86%

549.376
5.29%

244,629
2.36%

228.049
2.19%

156,726
1.50%

136,211
1.31%

10,376,786
100.00%

1941

3,483,038
30.27%

2,968,402
25.80%

1.403,974
12.20%

1,267,702
11.02%

495,971
4.31%

343,644
2.99%

244,603
2.13%

170,241
1.48%

167,485
1.46%

11.506,655
100.00%

*Jews by religion.
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TABLE 8

COMPARATIVE SKX DISTRIBUTION AND MASCULINITY RATE

OF JEWISH AND TOTAL POPULATION OF CANADA BY DECENNIAL

PERIODS. 1911-1941

Year

1911
1921
1931
1941

Jews

Male

39,594
64,029
79.087
85,862

Female

36,087
62.167
77,639
84,379

Masculinity Rate'

Jews

1.097
1,030
1,019
1,017

All Origins

1,129
1,064
1,074
1,053

•Number of males per thousand females.

NUMERICAL
POPULATION

TABLE 9

AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF JEWISH

OF CANADA BY QUINQUENNIAL AGE GROUPS

1931 AND 1941

Age Group

0-4
5-9

10-14
15-19
20-24
2S-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45^19
50-54
55-59
60-64
6S-69
70-74
75-79
80-84
85-89
90 plus
Not Stated

TOTAL \ . .

Jews

1931

11.843
14.660
16,213
19,865
19.554
13,938
11,372
11.325
10,235
9,079
6,781
4,535
3,169
2.082
1,325

445
175
68
31
28

156,726

1941

11,120
11,415
13,086
15,271
16,014
18,528
17,090
13,946
12.013
10,882
9,667
7,678
5,557
3,740
2,438
1,150

456
149
41

170,241

1931
Percent

All
Origina

10.35
10.92
10.35
10.02
8.78
7.58
6.83
6.64
6.23
5.64
4.71
3.54
2.84
2.23
1.65
0.95
0.47
0.18
0.06
0.03

100.00%

Jews

7.56
9.36

10.35
12.68
12.48
8.89
7.26
7.23
6.53
5.79
4.33
2.89
2.02
1.32
0.85
0.28
0.11
0.04
0.02
0.01

100.00%

1941
Percent

All
Origins

9.14
9.08
9.66
9.73
8.97
8.44
7.33
6.60
5.88
5.52
5.14
4.40
3.54
2.67
1.80
1.18
0.62
0.24
0.06

100.00%

Jews

6.53
6.71
7.69
8.97
9.41

10.88
10.04
8.19
7.06
6.39
5.68
4.51
3.27
2.19
1.43
0.67
0.27
0.09
0.02

100.00%
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TABLE 10

COMPARATIVE CONJUGAL CONDITION OF POPULATION OF JEWISH

AND ALL ORIGINS IN CANADA 1931 AND 1941

SINGLE. ALL AGES
Male

Both Sexes

SINGLE. 0-14 yrs.
Male .

Both Sexes

SINGLE. 15 YRS. AND OVEE
Male

Both Sexes

MARRIED. ALL AGES
Male

Both Sexes

WIDOWED. ALL AGES
Male

Both Sexes

DIVORCED. ALL AGES
Male

Both Sexes

SEPARATED. ALL AGES
Male

Both Sexes

CONDITION NOT STATED
Male

Both Sexes

TOTAL
Male

Both Sexes

Number Jewish

1931

45,364
42 006
87,370

21 790
20,926
42,716

23 574
21,080
44,654

32 691
31,963
64,654

945
3,543
4,488

69
109
178

*
•

18
18
36

79.087
77,639

156,726

1941

42,123
37 295
79,418

18 218
17,403
35,621

23 905
19,892
43,797

41 522
40,741
82,263

1,623
5,392
7,015

167
254
421

422
696

1,118

5
1
6

85,862
84.379

170,241

Percent of
Jewish Population

1931

57.38
55.75
55.76

27.56
27.26
27.26

29.82
28.49
28.50

41.33
41.26
41.26

1.19
2.87
2.86

0.09
0.11
0.11

«

0.01
0 01
0.01

100.00
100.00
100.00

1941

49.06
44.20
46.65

21.22
20.62
20.93

27.84
23.57
25.73

48.36
48.28
48.32

1.89
6.39
4.12

0.19
0.30
0.25

0.49
0.82
0.65

0.01
0 01
0.01

100.00
100.00
100.00

Percent of
Total Population

1931

59.15
55.41
57.35

30.87
32.44
31.63

28 28
22.97
25.72

37 83
38.74
38.27

2.77
5.77
4.22

0.08
0.07
0.07

•

0.17
0 01
0.09

100.00
100.00
100.00

1941

56.31
51.87
54.15

27.45
28.17
27.88

28.87
23.70
26.37

40.05
40.89
40.45

2.89
6.32
4.56

0.11
0.13
0.12

0.61
0.78
0.69

0.03
0.01
0.03

100.00
100.00
100.00

'Included among those married and "condition not stated."
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TABLE 11

JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA, CLASSIFIED BY SEX AND PLACE

OF BIRTH. 1931 AND 1941

CANADA
Prince Edward Island

New Brunswick

British Columbia. . . .
Yukon & North West

Not Stated

TOTAL CANADA

England & Wales

British Empire N.E.S.

TOTAL BRITISH BORN.. .

Italy

Europe N. E. a
China . .
Asia N E S

TOTAL

Both

1931

13
1,169

757
26,912
26,273
9,139
2,083
1,395

738

1
223

68,703

3,607
50

248
2

232

72,842

4.346
2,678

16
388

3
24,988

7,627
40,828

44
2,760

12
194

156,726

Sexes

1941

15
1,348

844
34,904
33,819
10,641
2,458
1,889

955

20

86,892

3,687
53

242
9

161

91,044

4,367
2,869

10
779

16
25,024
6,285

35,638
17

4,019
14

130

170,241

Male

1931

4
620
371

13,435
13,267
4,664
1,073

727
356

113

34,630

1,827
29

119
1

120

36,726

2,034
1,355

4
216

2
12,750
3,830

20,606
22

1,431
6

105

79,087

1941

4
721
408

17,579
17,048
5,417
1,280

996
474

9

43,936

1,848
27

128
1

77

46,017

1,918
1,384

4
390

7
12.771
3,193

18,044
8

2,061
4

61

85,862

Female

1931

9
549
386

13,477
13,006
4,475
1,010

668
382

1
110

34,073

1,780
21

129
1

112

36,116

2,312
1,323

12
172

1
12,238
3,797

20,222
22

1,329
6

89

77,639

1941

11
627
436

17,325
16,771
5,224
1,178

892
481

11

42,956

1,839
26

114
8

84

45.027

2,449
1,514

6
389

9
12,253
3,092

17,594
9

1.9S8
10
69

84,379

Percentage of
Total Jewish
Population

1931

0.01
0.75
0.48

17.17
16.76
5.83
1.34
0.89
0.47

0.15

43.85

2.30
0 03
0.16

•
0.15

46.49

2.77
1.71
0.01
0.25

15.94
4.87

26.05
0.03
1.75
0.01
0.12

100.00

1941

0.01
0.79
0.50

20.50
19.86
6.25
1.44
1.11
0.56

0.02

51.04

2.17
0.03
0.14
0.01
0.09

53.48

2.57
1.69
0.01
0.46
0.01

14.70
3.69

20.93
0.01
2.36
0.01
0.08

100.00

•Less than 0.01%.
N. E. S. Not Elsewhere Stated.
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TABLE 12

NUMBER or J-EWISH BIRTHS AND DEATHS AND COMPARATIVE

CRUDE BIRTH AND DEATH RATES OF JEWISH AND TOTAL

POPULATION OF CANADA, 1926-1943

Year

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941 . . . .
1942
1943

Births

2,043
1,958
2,142
2,181
2,194
2,160
2,188
2.117
2,092
2,155
2,132
2,050
2,166
2,148
2,246
2,416
2,811
3.120

t'ish

.

Deaths

580
638
689
775
873
910
932
959
975

1,020
1.042
1.076
1,057
1,041
1,094
1,175
1,188
1,308

Crude
Birth
per

Jews

15.5
14.4
15.8
14.7
14.7
14.2
13.9
13.4
13.1
13.4
13.2
12.5
12.6
13.0
13.6
14.4
16.5
18.2

Rate
1,000

All Origins

22.1
21.9
24.5
23.5
23.9
23.2
22.5
20.9
20.5
20.3
20.0
19.8
20.5
20.3
21.5
22.2
23.4
24.0

Crude
Death Rate

per 1.000

Jews

4.4
4.7
4.8
4.7
5.9
5.9
4.9
6.1
6.1
6.3
6.4
6.6
6.6
6.3
6.6
7.0
7.0
7.6

All Origins

11.4
10.9
11.1
11.3
10.7
10.1
9.9
9.6
9.5
9.7
9.8

10.3
9.6
9 7
9.8

10.0
9.7
9.1
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TABLE 13

ANNUAL INCREASE OF JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA BY

IMMIGRATION AND NATURAL INCREASE 1901-1943

Fiscal Year*
(April 1—
March 31)

1900-1901
1901-1902
1902-1903
1903-1904
1904-1905
1905-1906
1906-1907
1907-1908
1908-1909
1909-1910
1910-19U
1911-1912
1912-1913
1913-1914
1914-1915
1915-1916
1916-1917
1917-1918
1918-1919
1919-1920
1920-1921
1921-1922
1922-1923
1923-1924
1924-1925
1925-1926
1926-1927
1927-1928
1928-1929
1929-1930
1930-1931
1931-1932
1932-1933
1933-1934
1934-1935
1935-1936
1936-1937
1937-1938
1938-1939
1939-1940
1940-1941
1941-1942
1942-1943

Immi-
gration

5,337
1,075
2,190
4,490
8,575
8,395
9,210

10,998
5,145
6,207
8,370

12,636
15,142
24.054
6.314

645
1,362

439
119
686

3,169
8,404
2,793
4,255
4,459
3,943
4.863
4,766
3,848
4.164
3,421

649
772
943
624
880
619
584
890

3,963
626
388
270

Emigra-

U. S. A.

—

8
11

429
818

2,393
2,780
2,262
2,420
1,896
1.467
2,559
3,404
6,450
6,347
1,099
2.114
3,326
3,269
4,380
6,909
7,421
2,196

931
1,268
1.761
1,629
1,624

997
472
491
571
751
769
917

1.183
859
967

1,394
977

1,080

Natural
Increase

171
260
301
375
510
630
740
880
965

1.025
1,110
1,370
1,595
1,855
1,940
1,870
1,825
1,840
1,835
1,830
1,920
1,694
1,739
1,615
1,469
1,463
1,320
1,453
1,406
1,321
1,250
1,256
1,158
1,117
1,135
1,090

974
1,109
1,107
1,152
1,241
1,623
1,812

Total
Increase

5,508
1,335
2,491
4.857
9,074
8,596
8,132
9,435
3,330
4,970
7,060

12,110
15,270
23,350
4,850
—

1,180

1,820
5,718

—
3,732
4,475
4,915
4,458
3,625
3,861
3,674
1,433
1,439
1,489
1,008
1,201

676
510

1,138
1,808
2,813
1,034
1,002

Net
Decrease

—

—

—
3,935
3,160

160
810

—
2,377
1.551

—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—-
—

Annual
Total

16,401
17,736
20,227
25,084
34,158
42,754
50,886
60,321
63,651
68,621
75,681
87,791

103,061
126,411
131,261
127,326
124,166
125,346
125,186
124,376
126.196
131,914
129,537
127,986
131,718
136,193
141,108
145,566
149,191
153,052
156,726
158,159
159,598
161,087
162,095
163,296
163,972
164,482
165,620
167,428
170,241
171,275
172,277

•For Immigration Statistics
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TABLE 14

COMPARATIVE NUMBER OF JEWISH AND ALL NON-CELTO SAXON
IMMIGRANTS By PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION, 1931 AND 1941

Period of Immigration

Before 1901
1901 1910
1911-1920
1921-1930
1931-1939
1940-1941
Not Stated

Total Immigrants*

Number

Jews

1931

5,444)
26.268}
24,612)
31.250

373

218

88,165

1941

46,829

29,121
6,913
1,109

253

84,225

Per Cent

19.(1 1941

Jews

6.17
29.80
27.91
35.44
0.42

0.26

100.00

Total

9.361
25.78}
24.72)
39.51
0.51

0.12

100.00

Jews

55.59

34.58
8.20
1.32
0.21

100.00

Total

53.20

36.48
9.09
0.75
0.48

100.00

*Includes returned Canadian-born.

TABLE 15

COMPARATIVE NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF FOREIGN-BORN OF
JEWISH AND ALL NON-CELTO SAXON ORIGIN WHO ARE NATU-

RALIZED, BY PERIOD OF NATURALIZATION, 1931 AND 1941

Foreign-Born

NATURALIZED
Before 1931
1931-1941
Not Stated

Total

ALIENS BY ALLEGIANCE
United States
Austria
Czechoslovakia
Finland
Germany
Hungary
Italy
Poland
Russia
Scandinavia
China
Other Countries

Total, Aliens

Total Foreign-Born

Number

Jews

1931

57,278

57,278

1,925
516
88
13

125
189

10,713
10,852

17
4

2,931

27,373

84,651

1941

46,155
19,371

479

66,005

2,182
373
303

1
492
116

3
3,491
3,156

7
1

1,275

11,400

77.405

Per Cent

1931 1941

Jews

61.76

61.76

2.27
0.61
0.14
0.02
0.15
0.22

12.65
12.82
0.02

9.34

38.24

100.00

Total

53.89

53.89

9.44
1.14
1.61
1.90
1.98
1.92
1.49
7.99
4.94
3.61
3.41
6.68

46.11

100.00

Jews

59.63
25.03
0.61

85.27

2.82
0.48
0.31

0.63
0.15

*
4.51
4.08
0.01

1.74

14.73

100.00

Total

47.39
22.25
0.13

70.67

7.70
0.92
1.25
1.27
0.89
1.10
0.78
4.48
2.22
1.78
2.78
4.16

29.33

100.00

•Less than 0.01%.
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TABLE 16

NUMBER AND PROPORTION OF JEWISH AND OTHER NON-CELTO

SAXON AND NON-FRENCH POPULATION OF CANADA SPEAKING

ENGLISH AND FRENCH, 1921, 1931 AND 1941

Spoken

English only

English and French

French only . . . .

Neither English nor
French

TOTAL

1921
1931
1941

1921
1931
1941

1921
1931
1941

1921
1931
1941

1921
1931
1941

Number

Jewish

75,134
105,254
145,215

Total
non- British
non-French

867,817
1,370,447
2,073,846

13,001 ! 56,531
20,624 80,725
22,519 104,911

195
130
225

5.082
4,215
2,282

93,412
130,223
170,241

7,630
8,795

16,207

133,846
147,183
112,749

1,064,824
1,607,150
2,307,713

Per Cent

Jewish

80.43
80.83
85.30

13.92
15.84
13.22

0.21
0.10
0.13

5.44
3.23
1.35

100.00
100.00
100.00

Total
non-British
non-French

81.49
85.27
89.87

5.31
5.02
4.55

0.71
0.54
0.70

12.49
9.17
4.88

100.00
100.00
100.00
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TABLE 17

JEWS BY ETHNIC ORIGIN PROFESSING NON-JEWISH RELIGIONS

IN CANADA CLASSIFIED BY RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION AND

SEX, 1931 AND 1941

Religious Denomination

Baptists

Church of Christ Disciples

Evangelical Association
International Bible Students

Pentecostal Church

Salvation Army
United Church
Other Protestant Sects

Not Stated

Total professing non-Jewish
religion

Jewish by origin & religion

Both

1931

7
255
131

1
6

19
4
1

66
11

1
127

1
176
85

891
73

292
119

1,375
155.351

156,726

Sexes

1941

3
404

89
4

18
15
2

71
4

10
9

127
2

381
20

1,073
224
461
375

2,133
168,108

170,241

Male

1931

3
129
69

2
11

1

34
6

1
59

90
38

443
36

146
76

701
78.386

79,087

1941

1
214
44

10
8

37

14
64

1
176

11

481
120
221
260

1.082
84,780

85,862

Female

1931

4
126
62

1
4
8
3

32
5

68
1

86
47

448
37

146
43

674
76,965

77,639

1941

2
190
45

3
t
7
2

34
4

10
9

63
1

205
9

592
104
240
115

1,051
83,328

84,379

TABLE 18

PERCENTAGE OF JEWS BY ORIGIN PROFESSING NON-JEWISH

RELIGIONS, CLASSIFIED BY MAIN RELIGIOUS GROUPS AND

SEX, CANADA. 1931 AND 1941

Greek Orthodox

Not Stated (including atheists)

Percentage of Jewish origin but

Both Sexes

1931

0.57
0.05
0.19
0.07

0.88

1941

0.63
0.13
0 27
0.22

1.2S

Male

1931

0.56
0.05
•0 18
0.10

0.89

1941

0.56
0.14
0 26
0.30

1.26

Female

1931

0.58
0.05

0.05

0.87

1941

0.70
0.12

0.15

1.25
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TABLE 19

JEWS BY RELIGION BUT OF NON-JEWISH ETHNIC ORIGIN IN-

CANADA, CLASSIFIED BY ETHNIC GROUP AND SEX. 1931 AND

1941

47

E n g l i s h . . . . . .
I r i s h
Scot t ish . . . .
French
Belgian
Czech & Slovak
Finnish
German
Hungarian
Italian
Dutch
Polish

Ukrainian

Others

Non-Jewish Origin &
Jewish Religion

Jewish by Origin & Religion

Total Jewish Religion

Both

1931

43
7
7
4
1
1
1

24
—

4
2

59
11
89

2

8

263
155.351

155,614

Sexes

1941

4 8
11
14
15

1
5
9

16
2
1
2

29
8

52
1
2
1

14

259
168,108

168,367

Male

1931

21
—

2

1

10
—

3
1

31
6

46

2

124
78,386

78,510

1941

26
6

11
5
1
4

10
8

2
17

6
31

9

136
84,780

84,916

Female

1931

22
7
5
4
1

1
14

—
1
1

28
s43
1

6

139
76,965

77,104

1941

42
5
3

10

1
9
6
2
1

12
2

21
1
2
1
S

123
83,328

83,451

TABLE 20

PERCENTAGE OF JEWS BY RELIGION CLAIMING NON-JEWISH

ORIGIN, CLASSIFIED BY BROAD ETHNIC GROUP AND SEX,

CANADA 1931 AND 1941

North-Western European

Slavic
Other European

Percentage of Non-Jewish Origin
but Jewish Religion

Both Sexes

1931

0.04
0.02
0.01
0.10

*

0.17

1941

0.04
0.02
0.01
0.05
0.03

0.15

Male

1931

0.03
0.02

•
0.10
0.01

0.16

1941

0.05
0.02^

0.06
0.03

0.16

Female

1931

0.04
0.02
0.01
0.09
0.02

0.18

1941

0.06
0.02
0.01
0.04
0.02

0.15

•Less than 0.01%.
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TABLE 21
NUMBER AND RATE OF INTERMARRIAGE \MONI; JEWS

IN CANADA

1926 . . .
1927. . .
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932 .
1933.. .
1934
1935. . . .
1936
1937
1938
1939.. . .
1940. . . .
1941
1942.. . .
1943

1926-
1943..

Bride and
Groom
Jewish

,087
,124
,351
.478
,459
,381
,439
,526
.467
,471
,631
,563
,506
,883
,984
,850

2,199
1,649

28,048

Mixed Marriages

Groom
Jewish

Bride
Jewish

Total
Mixed

35 i 18 ' 53
56 14 70
42 1 11 53
67 ; 16 , 83
50 i 29 79
39 , 23
55 i 27
41 45

62
82
86

56 19 : 75
46
69

39
26

85
95

57 : 30 87
59 39 98
85

116
129
145
124

1,271

36 1 121
45
61
81
63

622

161
190
226
187

1,893

Mixed
Marriages

Mixed
Parentage

Percentage of
Homogamous

4.9
6.2
3.9
5.6
5.4
4.6
5.7
5.6
5.1
5.7
5.8
4.9
6.5
6.4
8.1

10.3
10.3
11.3

6.7

5.6
6.0
5.3
6.1
5.5
4.9
6.5
7.2
6.4
7.6
7.2
8.5
8.3
9.3
8.9
8.0
8.8
8.7

7.2

TABLE 22
MOTHER TONGUE OF JEWISH POPULATION OF ALL AGES IN

CANADA 1931 AND 1941

Mother Tongue

Yiddish
English
French
Finnish
German
Italian
Magyar
Dutch
Norwegian
Polish
Russian
Slovak
Swedish
Ukrainian

Others

Total

Number Proportion

1931

149,179
3,691

67
3

429
11
92

1
1

1,098
1,762

7
4

65

316

156,726

1941 1931

129,736
32,760

355
3

1.046
9

263
43
2

1,877
3,008

184

92
3

856

170,241

95.18%
2.36
0.04

0.27
0.01
0.06

0.70
1.12

0.04

0.20

100.00%

1941

76.21%
19.24
0.21

0.61
0.01
0.15
0.03

1.10
1.77
0.11

0.05

0.50

100.00%

•Less than 0.01%.
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TABLE 23

PROPORTION OF JEWISH POPULATION OF CANADA CLAIMING

YIDDISH AS MOTHER TONGUE, CLASSIFIED BY PROVINCES AND

CITIES WITH POPULATION EXCEEDING 30,000

ALL CANADA . . .

PROVINCES

Yukon and North West
Territories

Prince Edward Island

CITIES

Ottawa, Ont

Regina, Sask

Edmonton, Alta

Hamilton, Ont

Halifax N S

Mother Tongue Yiddish

1931

95.18%

99.33
83.89
97.92
91.13
97 36

66.66
87 53
83.79
99.37
83.33

95.79
99.70
97.87
99.70
93.22
93.96
99.82
99.40
95.76
99.09
98.60
91.11
94.39
91.32
93.14
97.77
88.79
98.90

1941

77.28%

89.77
79.28
73.82
73.23
67 00

66.66
62.17

. 51.78
39.49
30.00

90.07
79.87
79.20
77.12
75.30
72.22
71.69
70.23
69.72
68.73
66.59
60.94
60.63
50.40
50.07
48.13
41.27
30.00
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TABLE 24

JEWISH AND TOTAL POPULATION OP ALL ORIGINS, GAINFULLY
OCCUPIED, 10 YEARS OF AGE AND OVER, IN EACH OCCUPATION

GROUP, CANADA, 1921, 1931 AND 1941

Agriculture
Fishing, Hunting, Logging

and Mining
Manufacturing
Construction
Transportation
Trade
Finance
Insurance and Real

Estate Agents
Professional Service
Personal Service
Clerical
Unskilled Laborers
Others

TOTAL

1921

All Origins

1,041,544

118,270
. 261,690

149,956
180,075
270,034

9,155

18,475
172,259
262,078
268,529
305,684

15,420

3,173,169

Jews

926

75
12.027
1,326
1,161

15,083
64

282
1,425
1,230
3,480
2,063

319

39,461

1931

All Origins

1,131,845

150,485
475,137
203,066
265,833
349,104

10,493

26,330
238,565
396,531
241,066
437,115

1,660

3.927,230

Jews

778

58
18,359
1,982
1,755

22,995
350

507
3,130
3.999
6.289
1,666

32

61.900

1941

AM Origins

1.083,816

203,559
703,162
202,848
268,656
355,157

11.931

19,461
244,861
489,563
337,953
263,544

11,440

4,195,951

Jews

848

118
22,264

1,603
1,878

24,838
_!68

J691'
1 4,006'

3,426
10,120
1,035

•• 1263

71,258

TABLE 25

COMPARATIVE PROPORTION OF JEWISH AND TOTAL POPULATION
OF ALL ORIGINS, GAINFULLY OCCUPIED, 10 YEARS OF AGE AND
OVER, IN EACH OCCUPATION GROUP, CANADA, 1921, 1931

AND 1941

Fishing, Hunting, Logging
9* & Mining
Manufacturing

Trade

Insurance & Real Estate
* Agents

Clerical
Unskilled Laborers
Othere

1921

All
Origins

32.82%

3.66
12.83
5.11
6.34
8 39
0.27

0.58
5.38
6.50
6.87
9.63
1.62

100.00

Jews

2.35%

0.19
30.45
3.36
2.94

38.22
0.13

0.74
3.61
2.61
8.82
5.23
1.35

100.00

1931

All
Origins

28.82%

3.83
12.10
5.17
7.67
7 99
0.28

0.66
6.07
9.09
6.14

11.13
1.05

100.00

Jews

1.26%

0.10
29.62
3.20
2.84

35 94
0.21

1.17
5.06
3.44

10.16
2.69
4.31

100.00

1941

All
Origins

25.24%

4.88
16.73
4.86
6.57
8 54
0.29

0.35
5.79
9.94
8.04
6.51
2.26

100.00

Jews

1.19%

0.17
31.24
2.25
2.64

34 86
0.28

0.92
5.62
4.10

14.20
1.45
1.08

100.00



BRITISH AND PALESTINIAN JEWS IN
WORLD WAR II

By ISRAEL BRODIE1

THE story of the participation of British Jews2 in
World War II provides a record of proud sharing in the
total national effort of the peoples of the British Isles to

resist to the last the menace of invasion, to defeat the enemy
on land, on the sea and in the air, to strike a triumphant blow
for freedom and justice. In factory and on the field of battle,
in the grim hours of blitz, flying bombs and rockets, in the
willing acceptance of restrictions and sacrifice, the Jews of
Britain stood side by side with their fellow citizens. They
displayed the same high patriotism, the virtues of mutual
help and selflessness, as well as the characteristic humor and
the "we-can-take-it' attitude, which reflected the spirit of
Britain and were justly admired by the world when Britain
stood alone. Added to their determination to give every-
thing for the safety and well-being of the realm, was the
impelling motive to fight the barbarism and tyranny that had

1 Senior Jewish Chaplain to H. M. Forces.
7 This article does not pretend to give a complete account of British Jewry's par-

ticipation in the War. It deals mainly with the Jewish effort in the Armed Forces.
The data herein furnished have been collated from the records in the Senior Jewish
Chaplain's Office and from the pages of the Jewish Chronicle.

A word must be said on the title of the article. It here includes Jewish men and
women who enlisted in the British Armed Forces, as follows: (1) men and women born
or naturalized in this country and the colonies; (2) men and women technically "aliens'
volunteered or were liable for service and (3) the men and women from Eretz Yisroel
who volunteered for service in the British Army, Royal Air Force and Royal Navy.
Excluded are the large numbers of Jew's and Jewesses who served in the Dominion
Forces of Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand; their contribution will
be the subject of separate articles.

Thanks are due to Brigadier E. F. Benjamin, C. B. E., Commanding Officer of the
Jewish Infantry Brigade Group, and Major David Spector, former Staff Major of the
Brigade, for valuable data on the formation and history of the Jewish Brigade; to
Mr. Gershon Hirsch of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, for supplementary particular!
relating to Palestinian Units; and to Captain L. Kuh (formerly Second-in-Command
of one of the Alien Pioneer Companies, who took a leading part in the organization
of these Companies) for supplying me with an account of the part played by Jewish
Refugees in the War ESort.

51
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bled Israel, annihilated whole communities in Europe, and
would not have spared old and young had the enemy reached
the British Isles.

Military Records

From the outset, the need and importance of keeping
accurate records of all Jews serving in H. M. Forces was
recognized, and comprehensive details have been maintained
throughout the whole period of the war.

Whilst it was impossible, for obvious reasons, to have
complete records of every Jew and Jewess in H. M. Forces,
it can be said with truth that the Jews of the United King-
dom made a notable contribution to the war effort. This
can be substantiated when one considers the total estimated
Jewish population of the United Kingdom, which is given at
400,000, for prior to demobilization something like 60,000
Jewish men and women were serving in the British Armed
Forces, of whom more than 14,000 were in the Royal Air
Force and 1,500 in the Royal Navy. It should be noted that
the figures given are those of men and women actually con-
tacted by Jewish chaplains or whose names have appeared in
authentic and checked nominal rolls. They do not include
the large numbers of Jewish people who did yeoman service
in the Civil Defense Organizations, such as the A. R. P.
(Air Raid Precautions), A. F. S. (Auxiliary Fire Service),
N. F. S. (National Fire Service), Nursing and Medical
Services, etc. Nor do they include Dominion personnel or
the 30,000 men and women who voluntarily enlisted in the
British Forces from Palestine. Here reference may be made
to the statement in August 1942, of the then Secretary of
State for War (Sir James Grigg), who, in referring to the
liability of Jews of British nationality to serve in the British
Forces, said that "this was an obligation which they had
carried out very fully and faithfully," and that "honour was
due to them."

Casualties and Honors

British Jews did their full duty as loyal citizens and stood
side by side with other subjects of the King in the hour of
crisis. As lovers of freedom and democracy, they upheld
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the cause of England against her enemies in a spirit of
loyalty and self-sacrifice, and bore their full share in the war
in every quarter of the globe in the operations on sea, on
land, and in the air. This can be confirmed by the fact that,
according to the records in the Office of the Senior Jewish
Chaplain to H. M. Forces, approximately 1,150 British
Jews paid the supreme sacrifice. The casualties and awards,
as known up to the date of this article,1 are as follows:

Killed in action:
Royal Navy 19
Army 365
Royal Air Force 234 618

Killed on Active Service

Royal Navy 12
Army 199
Royal Air Force 134 345

Died on Active Service

Royal Navy 3
Army 137
Royal Air Force 47 187 1,150

Missing:
Royal Navy 10
Army 103
Royal Air Force 66 179

Awards:
Companion of the Bath 2
Companion of the British Empire 5
Order of the British Empire 27
Member of the British Empire 52
Distinguished Service Order 9
Distinguished Service Cross S

April 1944.
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Bar to Distinguished Service Cross. . . . 3
Military Cross 59
Bar to Military Cross 1
Distinguished Flying Cross 56
Bar to Distinguished Flying Cross 8
Distinguished Conduct Medal 5
Distinguished Service Medal 2
Military Medal 41
Bar to Military Medal 1
Distinguished Flying Medal 30
Territorial Decoration 10
Air Force Cross 4
Territorial Medal 1
George Medal 2
British Empire Medal 28
Mentioned in Despatches 213

568

There were a considerable number of battle casualties but
the wounded have not been listed; nor does the above list
include Dominion or Palestinian personnel.

Citations

It will be noticed that the number of awards is sub-
stantially large, and provides proof of the gallantry and devo-
tion to duty of Jewish troops. The citation in practically
every case makes most interesting and thrilling reading, but
it would be impossible to quote them all in this article. It
might, however, be of interest to readers to have a few
examples.

Unique is the case of Wing Commander Lionel Cohen,
D. S. O., M. C, of the Royal Air Force, who was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross in consequence of his service
as an air-gunner on active operational service at the remark-
able age of 68. The citation which accompanied his award
stated that "he had set a magnificent example to all by his
untiring energy and courage. This officer, who flew in 45
operational missions, also participated in the attack on the
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau when they were lying at Brest
in 1941."
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Another example of gallantry, courage and resource is
that of Captain David S. Barnett of the Royal Marines, who
was awarded the Military Cross. An extract from the cita-
tion reads:

Captain Barnett, commanding the left forward troop
in an attack in Italy, had an extremely hazardous task,
as the advance was made across the front of two enemy
company localities under heavy fire. So successfully
did he personally lead the troops that they were able
to infiltrate past the leading locality and, led by Cap-
tain Barnett, charged a rear locality. Captain Barnett's
personal example to his men was so great that they had
soon cleared the locality and were in a position to give
covering fire to the troops doing the assault crossing.

Conspicuous gallantry was stressed in the case of Sgt.
Hazard of the Royal Air Force. A fiercely burning bomber, set
on fire by its own load of incendiaries, was safely brought back
over 1000 miles by its pilot and crew, and all of them have
won awards for their gallantry. The pilot, Sgt. Hazard,
and four other sergeants, are the first members of the Royal
Air Force to be awarded the "Conspicuous Gallantry Medal,"
given for "gallantry in air operations against the enemy."
Over the target area the bomber was attacked at close range.
The burning incendiaries failed to release and the fuselage
burst into a mass of flames. Ammunition exploded in all
directions, but, with the flames roaring round his turret, one
of the gunners shot down the attacker and then went through
the fire to help the wounded rear-gunner. Sgt. Hazard, as
captain of the plane, ordered the crew to bale out, but on
hearing that the rear-gunner was wounded and helpless, he
decided—in spite of the grave risk—to attempt a forced
landing. Eventually he regained height and reached home
safely, with only two minutes' petrol left. The citation
accompanying the award refers to the "appalling situation"
in which the crew found themselves, and goes on: "In cir-
cumstances of the greatest danger, this aircraft crew—of
which Sgt. Hazard was captain—displayed courage, fortitude
and devotion to duty in keeping with the highest tradition
of the Royal Air Force."

Another case is that of L/Cpl. Sydney Burnard of the
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Royal Sussex Regiment, who was awarded the Military
Medal in recognition of gallant and distinguished services
in the Middle East. L/Cpl. Burnard was with his squadron
when it became separated from the main party and found
itself under murderous enemy fire. According to the cita-
tion, Burnard led his men in a dash through the enemy
lines " . driving with one hand and firing his tommy gun
with the other."

A Merchant Navy Officer, already holding the Distin-
guished Service Cross, was awarded the M. B. E. for gal-
lantry and devotion to duty when his ship was subjected
to heavy air attacks while at anchorage. He is Junior
Engineer Officer Henry Sless, a native of Scotland. The
citation refers to the fact that his ship was hit by enemy
action and fire broke out. "The magazine was a mass of
flames, and five men were killed. Throughout the attack,
Mr. Sless remained at his post in the engine-room, and when
the magazine was hit, the third engineer-officer joined him in
speeding up the fire pumps and shutting off" steam from the
burst pipes."

An unusual honor is the award of the B. E. M. (British
Empire Medal) to Sgt. Lillie Davies of the Auxiliary Ter-
ritorial Service. Her citation, which makes most interesting
reading, is given in full and reads as follows:

On Sergeant Davies, as Sergeant-Clerk at Headquarters,
rested the responsibility of establishing the office organ-
ization, maintaining the essential accuracy of the daily
detail and ensuring the security of the many confidential
papers. In addition, there being but one officer, she
was called upon in all matters to accept responsibility
far in excess of that demanded of her rank. In all this,
performed with such ability and initiative, she has shown
meticulous care, matchless attention to detail, a remark-
able incisive appreciation of the many problems, to-
gether with a ready and unfailing assistance to all other
formations and units. Her high sense of duty and great
industry are indicative of her appreciation of her posi-
tion of exceptional trust and responsibility. She has
rendered outstanding service to this Headquarters.

It would be difficult in this article, to give examples of
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the courage and fortitude displayed by those who paid the
supreme sacrifice, but this article would not be complete
without mention being made of two famous members of the
Jewish Community who gave their lives in the common
cause. One is Brigadier Frederick H. Kisch, C. B., D. S. O.,
Chief Engineer of the Eighth Army, who was killed by a
mine early in 1943. His loss was a blow, not only to the
British Army, but to the entire Jewish community, in whose
affairs he took an active interest. Tributes to the gallant
Brigadier were received from Mr. Winston Churchill, and
Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery, under whom he served.
The other prominent member of the community to fall in
battle was Major Lionel Wigram of the Royal Fusiliers, who
was killed while leading a detachment of Italian irregulars
on the Eighth Army Front. He will be remembered as an
outstanding pioneer of the new system of battle drill that is
now accepted as an essential part of British infantry training.
In reporting the death, the London Times wrote as follows:
"It is given to few war-time soldiers to exert such a wide-
spread influence on tactical teaching. Inspired by a paper
on tactics written by Field Marshal Alexander, he found an
outlet for his imagination and organizing ability as Com-
mandant of the First Divisional Battle School to be insti-
tuted." In the Jewish community, the late Major Wigram
took a keen interest in charitable organizations and, before
the war, was instrumental in starting a hostel for refugee
Jewish children.

Tributes to Jewish personnel from their non-Jewish com-
rades have poured into Jewish families and the chaplains'
offices throughout the war.

A typical example is the tribute paid by a rear-gunner, who
was the only surviving member of the crew of a plane which
crashed over North-West Europe, to the Jewish officer (Fly-
ing Officer Raymond Rosen) who piloted the plane. An ex-
tract from the letter written by him to the officer's father
reads as follows:

Raymond was a credit to the Jews, and a friend loved
dearly by all who knew him. I, sir, am proud to say
that I was the rear-gunner of F/O Rosen and was with
him and his brave crew at the finish. When we were hit
and set on fire by enemy anti-aircraft, Raymond ex-
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celled himself by flying on into the target against great
odds and we of his crew had such confidence in him
that we were with him tooth and nail backing him up
with all we had in us.

Keeping cool, calm and deliberate, Raymond ordered
"abandon aircraft" seven times before I did so. How
the other boys did not get out is beyond me.

All this time Raymond sat at the controls awaiting a
death which must surely come, only considering his
crew, and when we were attacked by a fighter he
carried out my evasive instructions perfectly and by
that I drove off the damaged enemy aircraft. In the
explosion that followed, Raymond was blown out of
his seat and his parachute caught on to the tailplane.
I think, however, that Raymond was dead before this
happened.

To me, sir, I have lost six pals and I really do miss their
good company. Your heart's desire along with mine
lies at Amiens where they are all buried . . .

Chaplaincy Services

At the outbreak of war, only two commissioned Jewish
chaplains were serving, viz., Rabbi Dayan M. Gollop (as
Senior Jewish Chaplain) and Rabbi Dr. L. Rabinowitz.
Accordingly, immediate steps had to be taken to ensure that
the religious welfare of the large numbers of Jewish men and
women who were being embodied in the Fighting Services
was adequately safeguarded, and the Jewish War-Services
Committee was brought into being by the late Chief Rabbi,
Dr. J. H. Hertz, C.H., primarily for the purpose of nominat-
ing suitable ministers of religion as chaplains to the forces.
Within a short while, the War Office had approved the
appointment of several Jewish chaplains, who immediately
set about their important tasks wherever Jewish service
personnel were to be found. There were no separate chaplains
for the three branches of the Fighting Services (Navy, Army
and Air Force), and the chaplains who were commissioned
by the War Office included the other Services in their
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ministrations. Subsequently further appointments, including
Jewish chaplains for duty in the Royal Air Force, were made
and, until the beginning of demobilization, an establishment
of 40 Army and 5 Royal Air Force chaplains was maintained.

The commissioned Jewish chaplains were assisted in their
work by "officiating" chaplains, i. e., Jewish ministers who,
whilst not able to undertake the full-time duties of a com-
missioned chaplain, found it possible to visit military camps,
hospitals, etc., within their respective areas, for the purpose
of ministering to the religious needs of the personnel con-
cerned. At one time, as many as 40 officiating chaplains
were operating throughout the United Kingdom, whilst
several were appointed in overseas theatres of war. There
is no doubt that the ready response of the officiating chaplains
at home to the call made upon them considerably alleviated
the burdens placed upon the shoulders of the commissioned
chaplains and helped to release some of the latter from their
service in the Home Commands in order that they might
take up duty in centers abroad.

Among the multifarious duties undertaken by the chap-
lains overseas was the vital and important task of ministering
to the needs of displaced persons in the concentration camps.
The plight of these unfortunate victims of Nazi tyranny and
persecution was indeed pitiful, and chaplains were able, by
their ministrations, to bring them some solace and comfort.
No time was lost by the chaplains, immediately an area was
liberated, to seek out their brethren and take every possible
step to alleviate their sufferings and distress, and to organize
religious and welfare services for them. Where necessary,
direct approaches were made by chaplains to the military
and civil authorities on behalf of these remnants of the
various Jewish communities in Europe. It can well be imag-
ined with what relief the chaplains were met. They appeared
as a ray of light and hope in the turmoil and chaos of shat-
tered Europe, and contributed in no small measure towards
obliterating the feeling of despair and despondency among
the displaced personnel.

As the numbers of Jewish personnel in H. M. Forces con-
tinued to increase during the course of the war, and having
regard to the fact that they were to be found in every
theatre of war, the Jewish chaplaincy service was glad to
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avail itself of the facilities provided by the service authorities
to appoint, from among officers and men, lay-readers and
preachers who, by their training, were well qualified to con-
duct services and perform other chaplaincy ministrations.

Rabbi Dayan M. Gollop, whose magnificent work before
and during the war was largely responsible for the efficiency
and prestige of the chaplaincy service, was—on account of
ill-health—compelled to resign his appointment as Senior
Jewish Chaplain in March 1944. He was succeeded in this
office by Rabbi I. Brodie, then the Senior Jewish Chaplain
to the Royal Air Force in the Middle East.

Four distinctions have been won by Jewish chaplains. The
Rev. M. Berman, Senior Jewish Chaplain in the Central
Mediterranean Force, was awarded the M. B. E. (Member
of the British Empire) for gallant and distinguished services
in Italy; while Rabbi I. Brodie (Senior Jewish Chaplain to
H. M. Forces), Rev. B. M. Casper (Senior Chaplain of the
Jewish Infantry Brigade Group) and Rev. A. Myerson (one
of the Jewish chaplains serving in Belgium) were all "Men-
tioned in Despatches."

Jewish chaplains—no less than the men to whom they
ministered—played their full part in the struggle for freedom
and democracy, and it is with deep regret that the death of
three of them, whilst on active service, has to be recorded,
viz., the Rev. W. Morein, B.A., Minister of the North
London Synagogue; the Rev. H. Bornstein, B.A., Minister
of the Hampstead Garden Suburb Synagogue; and the
Rev. S. Hooker, B.A., Minister of the Harrow, Kenton and
District Affiliated Synagogue.

The chaplains, along with the servicemen, were the first
members of the community to contact Jewish survivors of
Nazi occupation and to prepare the way for the civilian
relief work which was to follow. As the lands occupied by
the Nazis were liberated, the thoughts of the fortunate
Jews of the British Isles, miraculously saved, turned with
anxiety and hope to the possible remnant that might yet
have escaped the diabolical destruction decreed against
Israel. As far back as January 1943, a Jewish Committee
for Relief and Rehabilitation was formed, to be ready with
material help and brotherly comfort when the hour of liber-
ation arrived. A moving and not inglorious chapter has
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been added to the history of our people by the activities —
selfless and varied — performed on behalf of the remnant of
Jewry by our chaplains and servicemen. They gave their
brothers practical assistance and moral support, and induced
a will to live among those who had despaired of life. "These
bones shall live" is the title of this chapter of history.

Welfare and Religious Activities

Until the outbreak of war, H. M. Forces Committee which
was a sub-Committee of the Visitation Committee of the
London Jewish Community, was officially recognized by the
War Office as the authority in matters relating to Jewish
members of H. M. Forces. As mentioned previously, the
late Chief Rabbi, in September 1939, arranged for the
formation of the Jewish War-Services Committee. Its main
functions were to act as the officially recognized nominating
body for the appointment of commissioned chaplains; to
work in close conjunction with the administrative side of the
Senior Jewish Chaplain's Office; to make itself responsible for
the distribution of religious and devotional literature to the
troops; and to encourage the provision of welfare facilities
for Jewish personnel, particularly when on leave in the
metropolis. The committee, which represented all sections
of the Jewish community, performed a vital service through-
out the war period, and is, in fact, still continuing and ex-
tending its functions, having regard to the large number of
Jewish men and women still in H. M. Forces.

Hospital Visitation

One of the important functions undertaken by the Jewish
War-Services Committee, in collaboration with the Senior
Jewish Chaplain, was the systematic visitation of sick and
wounded members of the Forces in military and other
hospitals. In addition to Chaplains and Officiating Chap-
lains, lay visitors (who were officially recognized by the
military authorities) were appointed and, in this way, the
spiritual and physical welfare of Jewish servicemen in
hospitals was assured.



62 AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK

Hospitality and Welfare

One of the objects of the Jewish War-Services Committee
was to arrange for facilities to be afforded to Jewish members
of H. M. and Allied Forces, when on leave, to receive hos-
pitality from their co-religionists in London and the Prov-
inces. Accordingly, at the suggestion of the Jewish War-
Services Committee, a separate organization, known as the
Jewish Hospitality Committee, was formed under the chair-
manship of Lord Nathan of Churt (now Under-Secretary of
State for War). The objects of this Committee, which also
represented the Jewish Welfare Board of America, were:

(1) To promote and encourage Home and Communal
Hospitality to Jewish members of the British and
Allied forces at centers and camps in the United
Kingdom and overseas.

(2) To co-operate with local Jewish communities in the
initiation and running of service clubs and canteens
open to forces of all faiths.

(3) To organize, in conjunction with Chaplains of the
Forces in the United Kingdom and overseas, the
provision of hospitality contingent upon religious
services.

As the war progressed and different fronts were opened,
the Jewish Hospitality Committee was instrumental in
establishing and maintaining Service Clubs and Canteens
in many parts of the world, including Belgium, Italy,
Germany, Greece, Malta, Gibraltar, India and Burma. In
addition, the committee co-ordinated the welfare and
hospitality activities of the centers and canteens which were
opened in all parts of the United Kingdom. It also assumed
the responsibility of providing Jewish service personnel with
religious appurtenances, making large grants for the provision
of matzoh, wine, and other amenities for special occasion in
the Jewish Calendar, such as Passover, the High Holydays
and Chanukah.

Similar functions were undertaken by the Chief Rabbi's
Religious Emergency Council in respect of individual service-
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men and women, and one of its most useful and valuable
tasks was the sending of Kosher Food Parcels to observant
Jewish members of H.M. and Allied Forces.

Moral Leadership Courses

In 1944, the Air Ministry instituted Courses of Instruction
in Moral Leadership, to be held under the auspices of certain
religious denominations. The object of these courses was
to further the development of ideals of leadership, not only
in religious faith and practice, but in morale, discipline and
fighting spirit. Those selected had to be especially recom-
mended by the Chaplains and approved by their commanding
officers, and were to be men and women likely to exercise
an uplifting influence on their comrades in their daily life
and especially in times of danger.

The Senior Jewish Chaplain, in conjunction with the Jew-
ish War-Services Committee and the Jewish Hospitality
Committee, took advantage of the opportunity provided by
the Air Ministry to institute a series of courses at which the
Jewish candidates selected were to be instructed, not only
on the lines suggested by the Air Ministry, but also in the
history and traditions of the Jewish people, and to be trained
for ultimate leadership in communal endeavor in the United
Kingdom.

These courses proved an outstanding success, and were
afterwards extended to include personnel from the army.
A number of these courses have been held in London, Man-
chester, Brussels, Venice, Rangoon and Rehovoth (Palestine).

Over 1,000 officers and other ranks have attended these
courses, and an appreciation of their worth, value and stimu-
lus is provided by an extract from a letter written by a
student of one of these courses who, writing to the Senior
Jewish Chaplain, says:-

" . . . The Moral Leadership Course which I attended
recently certainly achieved its aim as far as I am con-
cerned. I wanted to find out more about my religion,
its tradition, what it has done for humanity, and most
of all, I wondered what a week of Jewish learning would
do to me. As I write, Sir, I have a kind of feeling inside
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me which makes me say 'Thank God I was born a Jew.'
Maybe that was the object of the course. I do sincerely
hope these courses will not be discontinued, but rather
each of us should have the opportunity of attending at
least once a year, thereby learning to understand our
religion and one another better than we do. In this way,
I think the Jews will gain the respect of all peoples."

It is hoped that the Anglo-Jewish Community will fill the
ranks of future communal leadership from among those se-
lected men and women who have attended these courses.
In the opinion of the writer, the Courses have provided an
abiding gain from the experience of war.

Religious and Devotional Literature

In World War I, an abridged Prayer Book, prepared by
the late Rev. Michael Adler (the then Senior Jewish Chaplain
to H. M. Forces), was distributed among Jewish service per-
sonnel. In addition, the Chief Rabbi's Book of Jewish
Thoughts was widely distributed. During World War II,
these two publications were again issued to the troops, as
well as various other literature, such as the Chief Rabbi's
Abridged Version of the Holy Scriptures and his edition of
the Sayings of the Fathers, Paul Goodman's History of the
Jews, B. L. Q. Henriques' Prayers for Trench and Base, and
Cecil Roth's Jewish Contribution to Civilisation and Short
History of the Jews. Moreover, pamphlets and booklets known
as "Defence Literature" — in which facts and figures were
given about Jews and the part played by them in the two
wars — were issued to Jewish personnel, for the purpose of
combatting anti-Semitism in the forces. It can be said that
these pamphlets in the hands of Jewish troops helped con-
siderably to remove misunderstanding and prejudice concern-
ing Jews and Judaism in the minds of their non-Jewish
comrades.

Garrison Synagogues
At the outbreak of the War, the only permanent Military

Synagogue was at Aldershot (Hampshire). Thanks to the
initiative and enthusiasm of a Jewish serving officer and
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some other ranks, the first Royal Air Force Station Syna-
gogue was opened at Mildenhall (Suffolk) early in 1944. This
was soon followed by the establishment of four more R.A.F.
Station Synagogues at Cranwell, Lincolnshire (the famous
R.A.F. Central Establishment); Henlow, Bedfordshire
(which was dedicated by the late Chief Rabbi); Sealand,
Lancashire; and Kirkham, Lancashire. Two Garrison Syna-
gogues were also established at Colchester (Essex) and Cat-
terick (Yorkshire). Moreover, temporary Garrison Syna-
gogues were also opened overseas, among which may be
mentioned Jhansi and Ranchi in India.

The Garrison Synagogues were the expression of religious
keenness and enthusiasm displayed by Jewish men and
women in the War. They did a great deal to maintain morale
and raise Jewish prestige in the services. A tribute of grati-
tude is due to the Army and Air Force Authorities, who
gave ready cooperation and showed active sympathy in the
establishment of these synagogues. At Henlow Synagogue,
for example, there is a beautifully designed Chanukah Men-
orah made by non-Jews. The Jewish War-Services Com-
mittee, the Jewish Hospitality Committee, the Chief Rabbi's
Religious Emergency Council, and individual members of
the Jewish Community, provided the Scrolls of the Law,
Prayer Books, and other religious appurtenances. In some
cases the religious appurtenances were actually produced by
non-Jews in the workshops of their units.

Civil Defense

Many awards were conferred upon persons in the Auxiliary
Civil Defense Organizations and Rescue and Medical Serv-
ices, not a few of which went to Jewish men and women of
the East End of London which perhaps, was the most badly-
blitzed area in Great Britain. On the other hand, it can be
said that, for every one who received commendation or deco-
ration, there must have been hundreds who, by their general
conduct, equally deserved them. It is difficult to quote the
citations in the cases of those men and women who received
awards for their devotion to duty, but mention must be
made of Harry Errington, who was in the first list — only
thirteen in number—for the George Cross, which was created



66 AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK

specifically to honor those who would, as serving soldiers,
have been awarded the Victoria Cross. Errington was a
member of the Auxiliary Fire Service, and an extract from
his citation reads as follows:-

During a blitz he was blown across a basement and
injured. Simultaneously the building was wrecked by
high explosives. Dazed and injured he found that two
of his colleagues were missing. They were pinned down
by debris with a raging fire all round. Though the heat
was almost too great to be endured, Errington, putting
on a wet blanket, worked his way through the debris
with his bare hands. At any moment the remainder
of the building threatened to collapse. He found one
of his comrades and dragged him up a narrow stone
staircase, almost choked with fallen debris, into the
street and then, in spite of the heat, went back into
the inferno and saved the life of the second man.

In the case of another Jewish lad who was awarded the
British Empire Medal for gallantry and was decorated by
the King, His Majesty congratulated him on his bravery
and said, "It's a job well done." One can quite definitely
say that this Royal remark applies equally to other Jews
and Jewesses who, whether or not they obtained recognition
of the courage displayed by them in "civvy street," showed
the same fearlessness, bravery, coolness in danger, and good
humor, characteristic of the Londoner.

Alien Pioneer Companies

At the end of September 1939, the Marquis of Reading
paid a visit to the Kitchener Camp, Richborough, which
was a disused Army Camp and had been converted into a
center for the thousands of refugees pouring in from Ger-
many and Austria. There were at that time about 3,500
refugees in the camp. They were of all types, classes and
professions, living and working at the camp, and he appealed
to them to join the Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps — a
labor corps which was non-combatant but which later on
turned out to be the "Maid of all Work" of the British Army.
The response was magnificent. More than 1,500 men vol-
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unteered immediately and on November 16, 1939, the first
eighty men received their uniforms and first military in-
structions. Day after day, these volunteers were equipped
and formed the "No. 3 Centre, A.M.P.C." under their Com-
manding Officer, Lt. Col. the Marquis of Reading. What
it meant for these first few hundred, who, but a short time
ago, had to endure the horrors of concentration camps and
were despised by the majority of the German people, to
wear the uniform of a country which was fighting this very
evil, can readily be imagined. There was not much time
in those days, and only a few week's training had to suffice.
Soon the first five companies left with the British Expedi-
tionary Force for France. They had no arms, and were
supposed to work only. Their tasks of building camps, store
dumps, handling various stores and ammunition, and thus
forming part of the lines of communication, were carried
out with great skill and energy. Nothing was too much;
they knew this was their contribution to this great fight.
And when during those dark days of Dunkirk they were
suddenly given arms and on several occasions left to defend
vital points, they acquitted themselves with such gallantry
and skill that it was not surprising that later on non-British
Units could be confidently entrusted with arms. In the
meantime, many more refugees from all over the country
had joined the Forces, and ultimately there were some 4,000
of them.

In 1942, after many representations had been made for
greater equality between the aliens in the British Army and
the British "Tommy," they were allowed to apply for trans-
fer to all other units with the exception of a few specialized
Corps. Within a short time the non-British section of the
Pioneer Corps was deprived of the cream of its men. It was
not unusual in those days for a very continental Jewish
sounding name to appear on the nominal roll of the most
famous Regiments. They were now trained alongside their
English comrades as paratroopers, commandos, glider pilots,
tank troops, gunners, medical orderlies, engineers, etc. It
can truly be said that they were represented in all branches
of the Army, Navy and Air Force. One could find them in
India and Burma, others fought in Africa and Sicily, they
were found in the battle for Cassino, on the beaches of Anzio
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and Salerno, and m a n y went over to the N o r m a n d y Coast
on " D " D a y . A considerable number received the King 's
commission; qui te a few gained dis t inct ions in all these
actions, and not a small propor t ion were wounded, while
some paid the supreme sacrifice on the a l ta r of d u t y .

Bu t all of them who had the fortune to live th rough the
war, and especially those first volunteers from the Kitchener
C a m p who had come to E n g l a n d broken men (many hardly
speaking a word of Engl ish) , found their greates t reward
when the victorious armies marched into G e r m a n y and
Austr ia . T h e y can be proud of hav ing done their p a r t in
helping to des t roy the greatest enemy of all mank ind and
to revenge the sufferings of m a n y millions of Jews .

Palestine Participation

Recrui t ing of Palest inians for H . M . Forces was s tar ted
haphazard ly dur ing the first year of the war. B u t as I ta ly
entered the war and the scene of ba t t le moved to the Eastern
Medi te r ranean , the ut i l izat ion of Palest inian manpower as-
sumed increased impor tance . Palest inian volunteers were at
first accepted in to the Royal Engineers and Ordnance and
Pioneer Uni ts on a basis of s tr ict numerical par i ty with
Arab volunteers . Pioneer Corps uni t s took p a r t in the first
bat t le of France in 1940, and were evacua ted to England
from D unk i rk .

At the same t ime, recrui t ing began for the Royal Air
Force, and 1,700 Palest inian Jews filled gaps in the technical
Uni t s of the Air Force for which, a t the t ime, no o ther per-
sonnel was readily available. A t a la ter s tage in the war,
Palest inians were selected for air t ra ining, and some dozens
obta ined their full "wings . "

T h e principle of numerical pa r i ty between Jews and Arabs,
and the pract ice of having mixed A r m y uni t s , were soon
dropped, since it was obvious t h a t Jews were willing to
volunteer in larger numbers t han others and t h a t an all-
Jewish un i t could make quicker progress in technical training.
T h u s , Jewish and Arab separa te companies were established,
and these pioneers and por t opera t ing companies took par t
in campaigns in Greece and Crete , where 1,500 were taken
prisoner.

In the year 1941, Jewish infantry and arti l lery companies
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expanded in number, and were found stationed in all parts
of Palestine. Individual Jewish commandos fought in Eritrea
and Libya, and Jewish volunteers whose knowledge of the
local languages was particularly useful took part in the offen-
sive operations in Syria.

The beginning of 1942 saw the commencement of a wide-
spread volunteering drive in the Jewish community, con-
ducted under the auspices of the Jewish Agency for Palestine,
and thousands of volunteers flocked to the colors each month.
In August of that year, the formation of the Palestine Reg-
iment with separate Jewish and Arab Companies was an-
nounced. By that time, some twenty thousand Palestinian
Jews had joined the various formations of the Army. Hun-
dreds of Palestinian Jews also joined the Royal Navy.

The Palestine A.T.S. was also created in that order, and
2,500 Palestinian Jewish girls enlisted and did excellent work
in hospitals, offices, and as drivers and ordnance store-
keepers. Some time later the Palestine W.A.A.F. came into
existence, and over 1,000 Jewish girls performed valuable
service.

Transport, Royal Engineers and other technical units were
in the battle all the way from Tobruk, Benghazi and Tripoli,
were present at the invasion of Sicily and Italy, and moved
up as the British front moved northwards across Italy.
When the Jewish Infantry Brigade Group was formed, late
in 1944, a number of Palestinian units — mainly the Royal
Army Service Corps (R.A.S.C.) and the Royal Army Ord-
nance Corps (R.A.O.C.)—not included in the Jewish Brigade,
continued to serve in Italy.

Thus, the Palestinian units grew from a small number of
volunteers into solid formations, numbering over fifty, all
officered by Palestinian Jews, comprising thousands of per-
sons; these units were employed in all fields of the Allied
war front in the Middle East and in Europe.

Jewish Infantry Brigade Group

In spite of the important role that Jews had been playing
in the Armed Forces in the common struggle, it was not
until September 1944 that they were given a chance to
come to grips with the enemy as Jews. The then Prime
Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill, in his statement announc-
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ing the formation of a Jewish Infantry Brigade Group, de-
clared that "it seems to me indeed appropriate that a special
unit of the race which has suffered indescribable treatment
from the Nazis should be represented in a distinct formation
among the forces gathered for their final overthrow." Thus
the Brigade Group was formed in the Egyptian desert, not
far from El Alamein, from among guard weary units of
Palestinians who had been yearning for a combatant role.
The Group moved to Italy in November 1944, and intensive
combat training commenced. By February 1945, a com-
plete Combat Group had been assembled. Commanded by
Brigadier E. F. Benjamin, C. B. E. (a regular Jewish soldier),
it consisted of:

1 (Jewish) Bn. Palestine Regiment
2 (Jewish) Bn. Palestine Regiment
3 (Jewish) Bn. Palestine Regiment
Jewish Brigade Group Independent Signal Section
200 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery
643 (Palestinian) Field Company, Royal Engineers
Jewish Brigade Group Postal Section, (Royal Engineers)
178 (Palestinian) Jewish Brigade Group Coy., RASC
140 (County of London) Field Ambulance, RAMC
Jewish Brigade Group Ordnance Field Park Section,

RAOC
Jewish Brigade Group Provost Section
Jewish Infantry Brigade Workshops, REME
Jewish Brigade Group Light Aid Detachment, REME

Towards the end of February 1945, the Brigade Group
was called forward to join the famous Eighth Army, and
was committed to active operations on March 3, 1945, re-
lieving part of the 2nd Armored Brigade. The Brigade's task
was to carry out active patrolling and improve its positions
as opportunity arose. The men, although inexperienced,
showed great keenness and offensive spirit. Intensive patrol-
ling was carried out. Positions in the left sector of the Brigade
were advanced and improved. A successful daylight probe
on March 19, 1945, resulted in the capture of prisoners and
the identification of the 42nd Jaeger Division as the Ger-
man Unit opposing the Brigade. On March 20th a strong
demonstration was made by a company of the 3rd (Jewish)
Bn. Palestine Regiment, supported by a Squadron of Church-
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ill Tanks and Spitfires of the Desert Air Force. In spite
of determined resistance, this was successful and the men
fought with courage. The Brigade Group was relieved on
March 26, and moved over to positions in the hills over-
looking the River Senio, South of Faenza. It was opposed
by the crack German 4th Parachute Division of Anzio and
Cassino fame, and there were fierce patrol clashes with
casualties on both sides, but the Brigade achieved its object
and restricted enemy movements until their activity on our
side of the River Senio was completely neutralized. As part
of the general offensive the Brigade was ordered to establish
a bridgehead across the Senio and this was successfully
carried out by the 2nd (Jewish) Bn. Palestine Regiment by
0145 hours on the 10th of April. Subsequently, other units
of the Brigade were passed through the bridgehead, and
the 3rd (Jewish) Bn. Palestine Regiment commenced the
assault of the enemy-held slopes against determined enemy
rearguard opposition. Later, the Headquarters of the Bri-
gade, together with its Signals, were called upon to take
command of a force known as MACFORCE, which had been
formed to defend the vital Monte Grande feature—the
junction of the Fifth and Eighth Armies. This force con-
sisted of six infantry Battalions and five artillery regiments,
and was in existence until April 22. It was a unique expe-
rience for the Headquarters of the Jewish Brigade to handle
so many units, and was a typical example of the International
character of the Eighth Army—apart from being a com-
pliment to the efficiency of the Brigade Headquarters. Casu-
alties to the Brigade in period of active operations were
approximately SO killed and 200 wounded. The following
honors and awards—apart from the C. B. E. awarded to
Brigadier Benjamin—are indicative of the success of the
Group in its initial combat with the enemy:

Military Cross 4
Military Medal 7
Order of the British Empire 2
Member of the British Empire 4
Mentioned in Despatches 13

(further lists still to be published)
American awards 2

At the conclusion of hostilities, the Group moved up
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to the Austrian-Italian frontier and, after a stay of three
months, moved over by road through Austria and Germany
to Belgium to join the British Army of the Rhine. Its tasks
included looking after a complete German Engineering Bri-
gade. Apart from its military duties, the Brigade has been
instrumental in giving help and encouragement to the sur-
vivors of Jewry in Europe. Practical work carried out by
its men included care of orphans, provision of teachers for
schools and of instructors for groups desirous of going to
Palestine. It has carried its badge through the length and
breadth of Europe, and has shown to the world that given
the opportunity the Jew as a soldier is the equal of any
other man. From being a badge of shame it has transformed
the Magen David in Europe to a badge of courage. Its
existence has been worthwhile and has meant much to the
remnants of Jewry.

Palestine Science and Industry

Palestine Jewry, quite apart from its military contribution,
made a significant scientific and industrial contribution to
the British war effort. The science and laboratories of the
Hebrew University and Research Institutes were geared to
the war effort, and the newly created Jewish industry saved
valuable shipping space by producing goods for local con-
sumption and for the army. In 1943, goods to the value
of twenty-three million pounds were given to the army,
which included spare parts of tanks, precision instruments,
mines, and food stuffs, etc. It will suffice to quote the British
Ministry of Information: "The contribution that the Jews
of Palestine are making to the war effort through the re-
markable achievements of Jewish agriculture and industry,
has been of a critical character to the Middle East Military
Command."

In this survey, it has only been possible to give a partial
account of British Jewry's participation in World War II.
The British born, the alien and Palestinian Jew, maintained
a fine tradition and enhanced the Jewish name and reputa-
tion for gallantry and devotion to duty. They readily de-
served the many tributes paid them by statesmen, war
leaders and comrades-in-arms. They will deserve well of
England and the people of Israel.
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Growth of Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary

By JACOB I. HARTSTEIN1

"And ve shall hallow the fiftieth year, and pro-
claim freedom throughout the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof; it shall be a jubilee unto
you; and ye shall return, every man, unto his
possession, and ye shall return, everv man, unto
his family." —Leviticus. XXV, 10.

I

THIS year is the fiftieth, the jubilee year, in the life of
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, the core
of Yeshiva University. Founded in 1896, this Seminary

was incorporated as a religious membership corporation under
the laws of the State of New York, on March 20, 1897, as
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary Association.

The name Rabbi Isaac Elchanan was chosen in order to
perpetuate fitly in America the memory of the celebrated
Rabbi of Kovno, Lithuania, that sage and saint of Israel,
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Spektor, who had passed away shortly
before the founding of the Ssminary.

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary, most fre-
quently referred to by its founders and patrons by its
Hebrew name—Yeshibat Rabbenu Yitzchak Elchanan, was
the first Yeshiva in the traditional and accepted sense to
be established on the North Amarican continent. While use
of the designation Yeshiva in America dates back to 1731,
when the Sephardic Congregation Shearith Israel opened
its school under the name Yeshibat Minhat Areb, that school,
as well as the second known Yeshiva to be established here,
the Machzike Jeshibath Eitz Chaim, founded in 1886, were
day elementary schools for poor children, which provided
instruction in the general or secular studies along with the
Jewish studies. Indeed, a number of such schools, for all

1 Professor of Education and Director of the Graduate Schools, Yeshiva University.
73



74 AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK

classes of children, existed in America, in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, under congregational, private, and com-
munal auspices, but these were not known as Yeshivoth.
The Yeshiva Rabbi Isaac Elchanan was the first Yeshiva
in America dedicated exclusively to the intensive and crea-
tive study of the Talmud and related Rabbinic literature,
as had been the case generally in the Yeshivoth through-
out the ages.

The objective of the men who organized the Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary was to foster Torah Lishmoh,
learning for the sake of learning. The first student body
consisted of a small number of young men, who had received
their earlier preparation in Jewish studies in Europe. They
were required to devote all of their time to Talmudic study,
in the small Beth Hamidrash, at 156 Henry Street, com-
prising the school quarters, under the supervision and with
the guidance of the late Rabbi Benjamin Aronowitz as the
one-man faculty, to the exclusion of any other interests or
proclivities that they may have had. In consideration of
so doing, every student was provided with a weekly stipend
of from 32.50 to $4.00, raised from donations and solicita-
tions, with which to maintain himself. While this Jewish
training was so comprehensive as to prepare those who might
be interested in the Rabbinate as a career, and who might
be called upon to serve in such capacity, that was no more
than an incidental function, as had been the case in the
European Yeshivoth with which the founders were familiar.

The students, however, soon realized that they were not
being equipped professionally to meet the different conditions
of the more complex and dynamic American environment,
and they sought to supplement their Yeshiva education by
simultaneously pursuing general or secular studies in other
institutions. At first, this practice met with objections, but
after a time the situation was adjusted. On May 14, 1908,
a conference of Rabbis, convened to adjust the differences
between the directors and the students and to strengthen
the institution, recognized the students' demands, and au-
thorized them to continue the practice until such time as
the general or secular studies would be provided within the
framework of the Seminary. This decision had two effects:
It acknowledged the importance of higher general education
for those preparing to minister spiritually to orthodox Jewry;
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and, by allowing the students to indulge in general or secu-
lar education while receiving stipends from the Yeshiva, it
made it possible for some Yeshiva students, who had received
their preparation for the Rabbinate and, in some cases, their
ordination in Europe, to equip themselves for effective Rab-
binic service in America, and for other Yeshiva students to
receive the preparation that opened to them the gates of
the learned professions. While the effects of the latter group
on Jewish communual life, in which most of them have been
active—frequently, because of their professional status, in
positions of leadership—have not been subjected to objec-
tive measurement, their varied and multiform contributions
must not be underestimated. In reality, this condition re-
created the traditional vital function of the Yeshiva, the
formation of an intelligent Jewish mass of laymen, which,
from a democratic point of view, is fundamental to group
quality.

Early in 1915, the Boards of Directors of Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary and of the Yeshiva Eitz
Chaim, mentioned above, decided upon a merger. The ear-
lier recurring friction between the two institutions, a result
of their overlapping function, was eliminated, and the two
separate dingy physical quarters were replaced with a mod-
est three-story building, at 9-11 Montgomery Street, which
provided the schools, for the first time, with housing specif-
ically designed to meet their needs.

These advantages were given real import with the elec-
tion of the late Rabbi Dr. Bernard Revel, of blessed memory,
as Rosh Ha-Yeshivah and President of the faculty of the
combined institutions. Dr. Revel, a young and prosperous
man, embodied in his own person the synthesis of Jewish
learning and general culture, which the institutions were
designed to inculcate; he was possessed, in addition, with
farsighted vision, extensive faith and great idealism, and an
endless fund of energy. While Dr. Revel's full-time associa-
tion with the institution did not commence until 1921, when
he withdrew entirely from commercial activities, his influ-
ence made itself felt immediately. The very year of his
coming to the institution witnessed the opening of Eitz
Chaim Talmudical Academy, the first academic high school
in America as an integral part of a Yeshiva, with a staff of
competent instructors, some of whom were drawn from the
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New York City high schools. Students were spared the loss
of time and energy involved in attending two different insti-
tutions and the discomforts and problems inherent in simul-
taneous exposure to two contradictory environments. On
November 24, 1919, the Board of Regents of the University
of the State of New York, the State Education Department,
registered Talmudical Academy as an approved high school.
The Rabbis' earlier hope that the Yeshiva itself might pro-
vide the general or secular studies was thus realized.

By this time several elementary Yeshivoth had come into
being, stimulated in no small measure by the existing high
school and the success of the pioneers; they became student
feeding-stations for Talmudical Academy and the Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. The conclusion of
the First World War, moreover, marked the beginning of a
new wave of immigration, which, too, contributed to an
increase in the potential Yeshiva-school population.

II

In 1921, the Teachers Institute, founded by the Mizrachi
Organization of America, in 1917, to train orthodox teachers
and supervisors for the Hebrew schools of the United States
and Canada, became an integral part of the Seminary, and
the growing institution moved to larger quarters at 301-2-3
East Broadway, dedicated on April 3rd.

In 1922, the elementary classes of Yeshiva Eitz Chaim
were eliminated, the students being cared for in the other
elementary Yeshivoth. The classes in English for foreigners
provided for the older foreign students of the Yeshiva were,
however, continued for some time.

The increased student body and expanded activities of
the institution, in a few years, began to outgrow the new
quarters. At the same time, a large number of Yeshiva stu-
dents were simultaneously continuing their general educa-
tion on the college level, in the late afternoon and evening
hours, under hardships and with excessive strain, at other
institutions "where antagonistic social and economic forces,
tend to create a cleavage between the old and continually
new." Their many difficulties helped to emphasize the ad-
vantages of establishing, as a part of the Yeshiva, a college of
liberal arts and science wherein the students of the Yeshiva,
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and ultimately other qualified students, might pursue their
academic studies in an "atmosphere harmonizing the age-
old truths and ideals of faith and culture with the fruits of
modern knowledge."

The foundation for the transforming of the Yeshiva (Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary) into a degree-grant-
ing institution was laid on March 27, 1924, when its charter
was amended by the Regents of the University of the State
of New York, to authorize the institution to confer the degree
of Doctor of Hebrew Literature, in course. On December
20, 1924, the Yeshiva College of America Building Fund was
launched. Dreams and means were pooled, and on May 1,
1927, the cornerstone of the present home of the institution,
on Amsterdam Avenue, 186th and 187th Streets, was laid
during an elaborate and well-attended ceremony. These
buildings, which were erected at a cost of over $2,500,000,
were dedicated, on December 9, 1928, in the presence of hosts
of Jews from all over the United States, eminent public
officials and distinguished educators, who came as emissa-
ries of the State and of sister institutions, with exhortations
and expressions of confidence. For the first time in Jewish
history, a Yeshiva was housed and equipped in a manner
that compared favorably with the facilities generally pro-
vided for the better public and private educational institu-
tions and exceeded some of them. "aw ' ^ M nD' ha wsnfl',
the words of Japheth in the tents of Shem," had been real-
ized also structurally.

On March 29, 1928, the charter of the Rabbi Isaac El-
chanan Theological Seminary was further amended, adding
the Yeshiva College, with authority to offer courses leading
to the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science.
The college opened in September of that year in temporary
quarters, at the Jewish Center, 131 West 86 Street, with a
small full-time faculty and a distinguished associated faculty,
consisting of eminent Jewish and gentile professors on the
faculties of sister institutions, who came to serve Yeshiva
on a part-time basis. The student body was required to
attend simultaneously either the Yeshiva proper (Rabbi
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary) or the Teachers Insti-
tute, for a full program of Jewish studies, in addition to the
college program. In the course of time, special classes in
Jewish studies, without credit, under the auspices of the
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College were provided for college students lacking in prepa-
ration for admission either to the Seminary or the Teachers
Institute. Since Torah was to be studied Lishmoh, for its
own sake, and since it was intended that the Jewish educa-
tion should be in addition to, and not in place of, a thorough
college program of liberal studies, little credit—only two
points a semester of the 128 required for graduation—was
allowed for the Jewish studies, toward the satisfaction of
the requirements for the Bachelor's degree/ The emphasis
on the humanities and the social sciences was in accord with
Yeshiva's objectives, and the resemblance between the core
of its required studies and the much-heralded new general
plans for college education, which have been announced but
recently, appears in retrospect truly striking.

No sooner did Yeshiva College reach its full size, of four
years, than it gave evidence of awareness of its responsi-
bilities and the possibilities for contribution in the wider
area, beyond instruction, also in the secular or general field.
This consciousness was made manifest when the institu-
tion set out to provide "means of communication" between
scholars, "avoiding any geographic or national preferences."
In September 1932, the first number of Scripta Mathematica,
a quarterly journal devoted to the philosophy, history and
expository treatment of mathematics, appeared. The begin-
ning was made in the field of mathematics in the conviction
"that mathematics is one and indivisible whatever the ori-
gin of the component parts."

This conception was reflected in the composition of
Scripta's Board of Associate Editors, which has consisted
of eminent mathematicians associated with distinguished
universities, and in the world-wide reception given the jour-
nal and its subsequent allied activities, all without regard
to race, nationality, or creed.

Subsequently, Scripta Mathematica was greatly extended
and expanded, and two other publications were launched:
Horeb, a semi-annual in Hebrew, devoted to the publication
of original studies and manuscripts in Jewish History and Lit-
erature, published by the Teachers Institute; and Talpioth,
a quarterly journal in Hebrew, devoted to the publication
of source materials in, and the exposition of, Jewish law
and ethics, and their application. The first issue of Horeb
appeared in 1933, and of Talpioth in 1943.
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While research studies by members of the faculties of the
several departments comprising the institution take up a
considerable part of each issue of both Horeb and Talpioth,
the faculties' scholarly contributions—-too numerous to de-
tail—have appeared in other appropriate scholarly journals
and in book form, under the auspices of Horeb and of other
publication funds and publishers, and studies by scholars
from other lands and institutions have appeared in each issue
of Horeb, Talpioth and Scripta Mathematica.

Scholarship and research have been greatly stimulated
and aided by these publications.

To Scripta Mathematica has been added—in some instances
in collaboration with scientific and learned societies and well-
known colleges— the Scripta Mathematica Portfolios of Emi-
nent Mathematicians, a set of which was placed in the Time
Capsule, buried in the New York World's Fair in 1940 for
posterity 5000 years hence, among the 70 selected books rep-
resentative of the best in our culture; the Scripta Mathematica
Portfolios of Eminent Philosophers, and of Eminent Physi-
cists; the Scripta Mathematica Library, consisting today of
seven volumes; the Scripta Mathematica Studies, comprising
presently three volumes; Visual Aids in the Teaching of Math-
ematics; A Treatise on Algebra; The Human Worth of Rigorous
Thinking; and a number of other works in the same field.

Lectures in recreational mathematics and in the history
of mathematics, for teachers of mathematics and inter-
ested laymen, have also been provided, and the Scripta
Mathematica Forum has been established.

Through these activities, Yeshiva has become an acknowl-
edged mathematical center, pioneering in the humanization
and popularization of mathematics and its teaching, with
hundreds of colleges, high schools, and libraries using its
materials.

Ill

These publication activities and the unique program, of
a Yeshiva and a college working together, blending harmo-
niously the bases of Israel's age-old faith and idealism and
of modern scientific culture and techniques, had world-wide
repercussions. The geographic area from which the institu-
tion was receiving students and which it was called upon to
serve, gradually expanded not only to embrace the entire
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United States, but also to encompass the most dis tant parts
of the globe. One student came from Iraq, ancient Babylonia,
to study the Talmud, which was developed in the olden
Jewish academies of his native land. Another student came
from India. A third student came from South Africa. Stu-
dents came from Palestine, Russia, Austria, Hungary, Ger-
many, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia. One alumnus was
elected to a Rabbinical post in London. A second and a
third alumnus were called to serve in South Africa. Alumni
were called to Canada and Palestine. Students went home
to serve in the lands from which they had come. Students
from distant lands were asked to remain in the United States
in capacities of spiritual leadership. Young Americans went
to serve Jewry in other parts of the world.

The majority of the graduates chose either the Rabbinate
or Jewish education, or other careers within the Jewish
community structure. Some of the graduates went into busi-
ness; others chose the learned professions; but all were pre-
pared to meet the stresses and strains of contemporary soci-
ety with abiding devotion and unfaltering faith in moral and
spiritual values.

Then came the Second World War, and the former class-
mates, for years apart , began to meet again under the strang-
est circumstances. Some were serving as chaplains in the
Army and Navy of the United States. Some, were serving
in the same capacity in the armies of others of the United
Nations. Some were serving as medical men; others as mili-
tary policemen. They served in the Army, in the Navy , in the
air forces, in the Marine Corps, in many ranks and stations.
They served in the Pacific and in the Atlantic, recalling
everywhere old times at the Yeshiva. They wrote asking
for the Yeshiva students ' publications and for the scholarly
journals published by the institution. They wrote to inquire
about refresher courses and graduate study. The word came
that their call would be answered.

IV

In line with the authority acquired through the 1924
amendment to its charter, the Yeshiva began to offer grad-
uate work in 1935. In 1937, these courses were embodied
in the Yeshiva Graduate School, which, in 1941, was renamed
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the Bernard Revel Graduate School, as a memorial to the
institution's first president, and a tribute to his unselfish
devotion and his distinguished service over a quarter of a
century.

Dr. Revel had projected the graduate school as an exten-
sion of the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary.
He saw in the Doctor's degree for advanced studies much
more than a medium for the furthering of scientific research
in Rabbinic and Semitic studies and the development of
research workers in these areas, important as these func-
tions are. He viewed it as a means of motivating young men
to continue their studies for some years beyond ordination,
and as a method of bringing preoccupied practicing Rabbis
back to the classroom for study and scholarship, in appreci-
ation of the importance of continuous learning as a basis
for improved leadership.

This philosophy has been continued by Dr. Revel's suc-
cessor, one of Dr. Revel's young men, Dr. Samuel Belkin,
whom Dr. Revel had appointed a Rosh Yeshiva (as a faculty
member of the Seminary in full charge of a class is called),
instructor of Greek in Yeshiva College, and Secretary of the
Faculty of the Graduate School. Soon after Dr. Revel's
decease, the Board of Directors of Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary and Yeshiva College elected Dr. Belkin
Dean of the Seminary. In June 1943, Dr. Belkin was elected
President of the institution. Dr. Belkin was formally inau-
gurated on May 23, 1944, at public academic exercises at
which the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred
upon the late Harlan Fiske Stone, Chief Justice of the
United States, and the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity
on the late Rabbi Isaac Rubinstein, Chief Rabbi of Vilna,
Lithuania, and Member of the Polish Senate from 1922
until its dissolution. Earlier honorary degrees (which the
institution had been authorized to confer by amendments
approved by the Regents of the University of the State of
New York on May 18, 1933 and on April 19, 1940), had
been conferred upon the late Dr. John Huston Finley, then
Editor-in-Chief of The New York Times; Herbert H. Lehman;
Professor Albert Einstein; the late Benjamin Nathan Car-
dozo, Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court;
Dr. Frank Pierrepont Graves, then Commissioner of Educa-
tion of the State of New York; Dr. Paul Klapper, President
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of Queens College; Samuel Levy, then President of the Bor-
ough of Manhattan; Rabbi B. L. Levinthal, of Philadelphia,
dean of the orthodox Rabbinate of the United States; Rabbi
Herbert S. Goldstein, of the Seminary Faculty; Jan Masaryk,
Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister of the Czechoslovak Re-
public, and others.

In 1944, the Graduate School program was extended into
a summer session, so as to make it available to scholars and
community leaders who are unable to avail themselves of
these facilities during the regular school year. In the Fall
of 1945, this session was incorporated in the newly estab-
lished HARRY FISCHEL SCHOOL FOR HIGHER JEWISH STUDIES
with the aid of a grant of $10,000 per annum in perpetuity
by the Harry Fischel Foundation, on the occasion of the
80th birthday of Mr. Harry Fischel, in whose honor the
school was named.

A portion of this sum is earmarked for publications, with
the express design of encouraging the publication of theses
and research studies by students, alumni, and members of
the Faculty.

The HARRY FISCHEL SCHOOL aims also to bring com-
munity leaders together, at the most suitable time for
them, for the discussion of problems of mutual concern, the
clarification of the issues involved, and the consideration of
possible solutions, with the advice and assistance of acknowl-
edged authorities. Accordingly, conferences, workshops, and
institutes devoted to professional and lay leadership prob-
lems are conducted in addition to the regular courses of
instruction. In the summer of 1946, for instance, there will
be provided an Institute for Returning Chaplains, a Con-
ference on Practical Rabbinics, an Institute on Public Rela-
tions, and a Workshop in Jewish Education.

In 1945, too, the various activities in the field of mathe-
matics, discussed above, which represent leadership that
beckons to Yeshiva to assume additional responsibility, were
brought together into the INSTITUTE OF MATHEMATICS.

On November 16, 1945, the Regents of the University of
the State of New York again amended Yeshiva's Charter.
By this amendment the corporate name of the institution
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was changed to YESHIVA UNIVERSITY and the institution
was authorized to confer the additional degrees of Bachelor
of Hebrew Literature (B.H.L.), Master of Hebrew Literature
(M.H.L.), Bachelor of Religious Education (B.R.E.), Mas-
ter of Religious Education (M.R.E.), Master of Science
(M.S.), and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.).

The name YESHIVA UNIVERSITY was chosen deliberately
as symbolic of the objectives of the institution. YESHIVA
and UNIVERSITY thus stand combined as two partners",
with YESHIVA as the senior member of the firm. This
is not to be a UNIVERSITY with the YESHIVA becoming
one of six, and in time perhaps ten schools within it; nor
is it to be two entities, a YESHIVA and a UNIVERSITY; but
a UNIVERSITY permeated by Israel's age-old ideals as
embodied in the Yeshivoth. It is in line with this concep-
tion that the plans of the new University call for a greater
Yeshiva, prepared in full recognition of the additional respon-
sibilities which have descended upon her with the great trag-
edy that has befallen the Jewish people. It aims to open,
in the very near future, a School of Education, and a School
of Community Administration and Social Research; to ini-
tiate an extensive program of adult Jewish education; to
expand the undergraduate facilities in the arts and sciences;
to extend the training program in mathematics; to enrich
the program of training for teachers and supervisors in the
Hebrew schools; and, ultimately, to reach out in other valid
and necessary directions.

Education in Jewish subject matter and general educa-
tion under Jewish auspices call for training, in the spirit of
modern education, of selected personnel, qualified as to Jew-
ish background and education, as administrators, principals,
supervisors, superintendents, and directors of these programs.

There is a need, too, for the training of personnel workers
for educational institutions under Jewish auspices, and with
Jewish youth in non-Jewish institutions that maintain reli-
gious foundations and counsellors; for the preparation of
instructors for higher Jewish educational institutions, col-
lege and university instructors in Jewish and Semitic lan-
guages and literature and culture, and teachers of Hebrew
for high schools and colleges; and for the training of research
workers in Jewish education and general education under
Jewish auspices.
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There is a need, too, for the training of executives, for
Jewish communual and philanthropic organizations—such as
Federations, Welfare Funds, National Councils, and Com-
munity Councils—who are well qualified both as to general
training and Jewish background and orientation, so as to be
able to bring to bear the idealism and the faith of Israel
upon the solution of the complex problems involved in the
functioning of these organizations in a society characterized
by the efficiency of the machine-age.

Yeshiva, fully prepared by its earlier successful pioneer-
ing educational work, proposes to develop its potentialities
for fuller service to meet the ever expanding needs, and to
stimulate and serve the communities becoming more widely
aware of their responsibilities and opportunities in the train-
ing of our Jewish youth.

Such other professional training as Yeshiva University
may embark upon in time, whether it be in the scientific or
humanistic realms, will always be determined by the needs
of, and its service to Jewry, the educational pattern of New
York State, and the needs of America in general.

In all of the activities, that it will undertake, Yeshiva
University will seek ". . . to strengthen in the minds of its
students abiding consciousness of the high ideals and the
spiritual heritage of the Jewish people^ and to develop intel-
lect and character through the pursuit of those humanizing
studies by which life is enriched. Yeshiva University believes
that an understanding of the background of Judaism and
its contribution to human progress, will quicken the stu-
dent's insight into his liberal studies."

It will continue to foster". . . harmonious growth, in
which the bases of modern knowledge and culture in the
fields of art, science, and service, are blended with the bases
of Jewish culture, so that its students may be trained in the
spirit of intelligent and high-minded enthusiasm, and develop
as informed and devoted sons in the spirit and faith of Israel,
able to recognize the essential harmony of life."

Armed with the faith and steadfastness that accounts for
Jewry's phenomenal survival, and the courage and experi-
ence of the pioneer, the leadership of Yeshiva views these
tasks with confidence, assured of its valid service to Jewry
and America in particular, and beyond to the great causes
of mankind.
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IRVING LEHMAN, 1876-1945

By HARRY SCHNEIDERMAN1

I

IRVING LEHMAN, who died in New York City on Sep-
tember 22, 1945, almost exactly four months prior to the
seventieth anniversary of his birth on January 28, 1876,

was a member of a small but very interesting group of men
in American Jewish life. This group comprises men who
walk in the footsteps of their fathers, immigrants from Ger-
many in the second half of the nineteenth century who had
attained notable success in business and given generously
of themselves, their means, and their influence to the service
of the general community and to the support of the rapidly
growing Jewish community. Like Mayer Lehman, their
father, Irving and his three brothers, Sigmund, Arthur and
Herbert, Henry cheerfully accepted a double responsibility,
—service to the city, state, and nation, on the one hand,
and service to the Jewish community in America and over-
seas on the other.

From their father, the sons inherited not only material
wealth, but also the inspiring example of a life marked by
courageous espousal of, and loyal adherence to a cause. As
a youth of 18, Mayer Lehman joined the noble but ineffec-
tual fight for a united German republic in 1848. Like so
many of the adherents of this lost cause, he felt impelled
to leave his native land for the United States where individual
liberty and political democracy, for which the forty-eighters
had fought, were firmly established. Mayer Lehman settled
in Montgomery, Alabama, where he and his brother Emanuel
established a cotton brokerage firm. As a pub'ic-spirited
member of the Southern community, it was natural for
Mayer Lehman to take a keen interest in the exciting poli-
tical situation of that day. Profoundly influenced by his
environment, he espoused the Southern cause to a degree
which brought him into contact with the Governor of his

1 Editor, American Jewish Year Book.
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state, who, in a letter to Jefferson Davis, President of the
Confederacy, described Lehman as "a businessman of estab-
lished character and one of our best Southern patriots."
Late in 1864, the Alabama Legislature appropriated $500,000
for the purchase of food, clothing and other comforts for
prisoners of war from the State. Mayer Lehman was ap-
pointed by the Governor to negotiate with Union generals
for permission to send a consignment of cotton of the value
of the sum appropriated for sale in the North, the proceeds
to be expended for the purpose the Legislature had in mind.
Lehman began negotiations with Union generals but, owing
to the objections of General Ulysses S. Grant, was unable
to carry out his mission.

Shortly after the end of the War, however, Mayer Lehman
moved northward and settled in New York City where he
established the counterpart of the Montgomery business
which continued under the supervision of Emanuel. Grad-
ually, the business was expanded to take in the function of
banking and, in time, Lehman Brothers became one of the
most important investment banking houses in the country.

Preferring a legal career, Irving Lehman was the only
one of the four sons who did not enter his father's business.
After preparatory schooling at the then famous Dr. J. Sachs'
Collegiate Institute, he entered Columbia College from
which he was graduated with a bachelor's degree in 1896.
He then entered the Law School of Columbia University
from which he was graduated in 1898; he had received a
master's degree from the Faculty of Political Science the
previous year. At the Law School he excelled in constitu-
tional law and received the Toppan prize for outstanding
work in that field. Those who knew him at law school testify
that he had none of the adolescent brilliance which too often
warps the quest for knowledge, but rather an innate modesty
which prompted him to devote days and nights of toil to gain
the knowledge and the understanding that were to stand
him in such good stead in his legal and judicial career.

Ten years of private practice in association with other
attorneys preceded Lehman's election to the Bench, an honor
which came to him without any effort on his part. He was
never an ambitious man—politically or otherwise. Those
who knew him well ascribed to him a certain meticulousness
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of speech and conduct as well as a naivete and diffidence
in his mental make-up which precluded him from partici-
pating in any political race. His nomination ro the Supreme
Court of New York State in 1908 came as the result of a
compromise between two conflicting factions in the city's
Democratic organization, a compromise which was widely
approved by the press and the bar.

The expectations of those who supported Lehman's can-
didacy were fully realized during his first term of fourteen
years and, in 1922 he was re-elected, this time with the en-
dorsement of both parties. So notable was his success as a
judge that when, one year later, a vacancy occurred in the
Court of Appeals, the highest court of the State, Lehman
received the Democratic and Republican nomination; in
1937, he was re-elected, again as the candidate of both
parties.

In this Court, too, Lehman's record was excellent. The
qualities of mind and heart which he exhibited in his judicial
opinions and in his intercourse with his colleagues and with
members of the Bar, won for him the respect and admiration
of all who knew him and the approbation of the legal pro-
fession of the State. For these reasons, when Chief Judge
Frederick E. Crane retired in 1939, Lehman, then the senior
Associate Judge, was elected to succeed him upon the nomi-
nation of the Democratic, Republican, and American Labor
Parties. The demand for his promotion by the many friends
and admirers he had won through his humane and progres-
sive interpretation of the law, his unassailable impartiality,
and his unimpeachable integrity easily overcame the objec-
tions to his election raised in some quarters. The objectors
averred that, with Herbert Lehman in the executive mansion
in the state capital and Irving Lehman in the chair of the
Chief Judge of State's highest Court, too much power would
be concentrated in a single family, and the City of New.
York would be unduly represented in the government of
the State. The New York State Bar Association urged his
nomination by both parties on the ground that it "will
make for strength, independence, and non-partisanship in
the judiciary, by emphasizing the fact that ability and in-
tegrity, in the discharge of judicial duties, are a sure way
to advancement in both professional and popular regard."
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At the time of his death, Lehman had served as a judge
for almost 37 years,—19 years on the bench of the Supreme
Court and 18 years on that of the Court of Appeals. Much
has been said and written about his qualities as a judge.
It will, therefore, be unnecessary to do more than give a
few brief quotations from statements from authoritative
sources.

"Irving Lehman was a great judge—a judge of rare dis-
tinction on a distinguished Court," says a resolution adopted
by the Association of the Bar of the City of New York on
October 16, 1945. The resolution goes on to say: "But,
more than that, he exemplified the truth that to be distin-
guished in any field the qualities of a man must transcend
that field. Irving Lehman's high qualities as a judge—
intellectual ability, broad scholarship, integrity, open-mind-
edness, understanding, responsibility, industry, courage,
sympathy, kindness, courtesy, gentleness—were qualities of
his whole life. As a judge he devoted those qualities, in the
line of succession to his dear friend Judge Cardozo, to 'the
growth of the law'—to justice according to law, and to law
that takes liberal account of the changing needs of life. As
a judge, and more broadly as a member of the profession
of the law, he devoted them to improving the standards
of the Bar and of legal education, and to fostering a close
and understanding relation between Bar and Bench."

In a eulogy written for the Association of the Bar of the
State of New York, Judge Joseph M. Proskauer, who was
a classmate of Irving Lehman at law school and a contempo-
rary on the Bench, makes the significant observation that
Judge Lehman's years of service "covered a period of great
change in our customs and way of life as a people, involving
new legal concepts and difficult questions for the determina-
tion of the courts." Judge Proskauer goes on to say of
Lehman: "In the shaping of the law, during this period,
he played an important and, frequently, a persuasive part.
He had a great respect for judicial precedent, but it was a
reasoned respect. The dominating thought, in his approach
to every case, was that the cause of justice might prevail.
That thought is to be found in his written opinions and in
his public addresses alike. One sensed in him an intense
and bitter hatred of wrong. One felt in his presence a sym-
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pathetic listener, intent solely upon a right decision, impar-
tial, open-minded, and unafraid."

His judicial career has, perhaps, been best summed up
by William Armstrong, for many years clerk of the Court
of Appeals, who once said that "of all the judges who ever
sat in this court while I have been here, none has been more
useful than Irving Lehman." And he added: "He always
knew his facts and always came to a happy practical con-
clusion that set the court on the right path."

Judge Lehman had an abiding interest in legal education.
For many years he was a member of the Board of Visitors
of the Columbia University Law School. His efforts were
constantly directed toward improving relations between the
bench and bar and toward raising the standards of legal
education. Before the Joint Conference of Legal Education
in Albany, New York, in June 1937, he urged the coopera-
tion of bench, bar, and law school to "keep the unfit from an
overcrowded legal profession."

II

But Irving Lehman was not merely a judge. He had
many other interests to which he was able to give time and
energy because of his capacity for hard work and concen-
trated effort. He was especially devoted to the Jewish com-
munity and a great deal of his extra-professional effort was
absorbed by his service to important Jewish communal organ-
izations. The welfare of young people was perhaps his
greatest concern. He considered the work of character-
building organizations as one of the most vital tasks of the
community. This fact was recognized when, in 1916, the
Young Men's Hebrew Association of New York City, the
first institution of this type in the United States, elected
Lehman as its president. The eight years of his incumbency
were notable for both the physical and the spiritual expan-
sion of the institution. It was during this period that the
YMHA acquired a new and larger building which made
possible the multiplication of its useful activities.

In 1913, Lehman realized that the work of such institu-
tions would be augmented and enhanced by the creation of
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a coordinating bureau. He therefore joined in the establish-
ment of the Council of Young Men's Hebrew and Kindred
Associations and became one of its officers. When, in 1917,
the United States entered World War I and the National

Jewish Welfare Board was founded for the purpose of giving
ews in the armed forces spiritual and material aid and

comfort, Lehman was among the founders of the Board.
He was a member of its executive committee and chairman
of its committee on religious activities. In the latter cap-
acity, he was responsible for planning the organization's
post-war program and policies. He was also decisively in-
strumental in bringing about the merger of the Board with
the Council of YMHA and Kindred Associations, for ex-
panded service to Jewish youth throughout the country. In
1921 he was elected president of the Board, serving in that
capacity for twenty years.

Lehman's attachment to the Jewish Welfare Board and
his leadership in that organization were undoubtedly his
chief interest in Jewish community affairs. The Board, how-
ever, was not his only interest on the national level. He
was also active in the affairs of the American Jewish Com-
mittee, with which he became connected in 1916, soon be-
coming a member of the Executive Committee, and in 1929,
one of its two vice-presidents; at the time of his death h;
was an honorary vice-president. To the Committee, he gave
not only the prestige of his honored name and position, but
also the benefit of his wisdom, his broad world perspective,
and his zeal to serve. He took his membership in the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, as in other organizations which he
joined, seriouslv, being regular and punctual in his attend-
ance at meetings and participating in discussions. He pre-
sented his opinions modestly and without any tone of finality.
As a chairman, he was a moderator in every sense of the word.
Especially in the troubled years after 1933, he was frequently
consulted by the officers of the Committee who eagerly
sought his advice on critical issues. He was profoundly
moved by the calamity which engulfed the Jews of Germany
and then the Jews of most of Europe during the Nazi tyr-
anny, and he followed with deep interest the steps taken
by the American Jewish Committee to be helpful to European
Jews during the period.
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At the same time Lehman was not unmindful of the change
in Christian-Jewish relations in the United States as a result
of the repercussions in this country of European events.
But he never wavered in his faith in the power of American
principles to save this country from betraying its lofty tra-
ditions of human equality. He gave voice to this faith in
an address at the Jewish Theological Seminary in December,
1937, when he said:

"I am often asked whether I fear in this country, a move-
ment for a dictatorship and the growth of anti-Semitism
which usually accompanies such movements. Perhaps I am
over-optimistic, but I have no such fears; and the reason
why I have no such fears is because I believe the American
idealism, American traditions, and American independence
will not tolerate the destruction of our liberties. I believe,
an acceptance of religious ideals and the influence of religion
in America is great even among those who rarely attend
church."

The Jewish Theological Seminary was another institution
in which Lehman was active. Though brought up in the
Reform tradition, he, like the Schiffs, Warburgs, Marshalls,
and others, saw the need for, and the importance of supply-
ing Jews who followed the Conservative trend with trained
and enlightened spiritual leadership, and he was from an
early date an officer of the Jewish Theological Seminary.
At the same time, he was an active member of the Congrega-
tion Emanu-El, a leading Reform congregation in New York
City. After the death of Louis Marshall in 1929, Lehman
became its president.

Other institutions on the national level with which Lehman
was associated, were the Intercollegiate Menorah Associa-
tion, the Graduate School for Jewish Social Work, and the
American Friends of the Hebrew University.

His attachment to the last named organization was one
of the indications of the nature of his in-terest in the upbuild-
ing of the Jewish settlement in Palestine. Lehman was not
a Zionist, but he shared with men in his circle a strong desire
to see the Jews in Palestine succeed in rehabilitating the
land and developing a spiritual and cultural center which
would reinvigorate Judaism all over the world. In the early
1920's, he invited Zionist leaders to meet with non-Zionists
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in his home, in a series of conferences which he hoped would
result in the formulation of a program for Jewish work in
Palestine in which both groups could cooperate. Apparently,
it was too early for such agreements. Later, when, under
the leadership of Louis Marshall, the ground was laid for
the enlargement of the Jewish Agency for Palestine to include
non-Zionists, Lehman took an active par t in the conferences
which took place in 1924 and in 1929. At the later confer-
ence Lehman stated that he pledged himself "unreservedly
. . . to do what I can, in cooperation with Zionists and non-
Zionists, toward the economic rehabilitation of Palestine."
With this end in view, he joined and became active in the
Palestine Economic Corporation, whose purpose is to pro-
mote industrial and commercial enterprises in Palestine, on
a business basis, thereby furthering the economic develop-
ment of the country and increasing its absorptive capacity.

In his preoccupation with what may be termed large-
scale activities, Lehman did not neglect the needs of the
local community in which he lived. Between the time of
his graduation from college and his first election to the bench
in 1908, he took a keen interest in the work of the Henry
Street Settlement. He also took over his father's interest in
the Mount Sinai Hospital. Together with his brothers and
sisters, he established at this institution a dispensary in
memory of his father, who was a director of the hospital for
thir ty years.

I t almost goes without saying that he was a generous
contributor to the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of
New York and of the United Jewish Appeal.

On June 26, 1901, Lehman married Sissie Straus, the
daughter of Nathan Straus, the world-renowned philan-
thropist. Mrs. Lehman, who survived him, was his devoted
companion and his enthusiastic co-worker in all his public
activities and private philanthropies.

Throughout all hia activities, Lehman was inspired by
the teachings of prophetic Judaism. In harmony with the
eloquent dictum of the prophet Micah, he did justice, loved
mercy, and walked humbly with his God, thus discharging
the whole duty of man.
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GEORGE ZERDIN MEDALIE, 1883-1946

By JOSEPH WILLEN1

IN the early morning hours of March 5,1946, Judge George
Zerdin Medalie died in Albany, New York, of complica-
tions following a heart attack.

Death claimed George Medalie, lawyer, jurist and citizen-
statesman, while he was at the zenith of his long career as
a public servant; in this circumstance, at least, his friends
and relatives could take some small measure of consolation
to offset such a deeply felt loss. They knew that in his brief
service as a judge of New York State's highest Bench, the
Court of Appeals, to which he had been appointed only a
little more than five months before, he had found a content-
ment and happiness surpassing anything he had yet enjoyed
in his many public capacities.

I

Like so many others who have fallen into the focus of
public consciousness, George Medalie was born on the lower
east side, on Henry Street in the year 1883. The son of
Russian immigrant parents, Rabbi Aaron Medalie and
Rachel Zerdin, he learned early in his days to be a Jew and
an American, two heritages which as the years passed blended
and fused into making the man. Of his Judaism and his
Americanism he was ever proud, and he conducted himself
in all his affairs with the dignity fully commensurate with
this pride.

In material resources his parents were poor, and perhaps
in compensation for this worldly lack they felt an added
obligation to imbue their young son with the full richness
of their culture, their traditions, and their character. And

1 Executive Vice-President, Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York.
Q.I
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despite the fact that he reached financial comfort in later
years, George Medalie will never be remembered, as are
many, because he had achieved wealth and means. Rather
he will be remembered for being first and foremost a servant
to his community, to his people, to his state and nation,
for being in all of his multi-faceted life a man of unequivocal
integrity and of unfailing devotion to justice.

While still a boy he had his first contact with an institu-
tion—The Educational Alliance—that was in later years to
become part of the great network of Jewish welfare agencies
which he was to head. Here he spent much of his spare
time participating in sports, social and club activities, and
here, too, were lodged many sentimental attachments, for
it was at the Educational Alliance that he first met his wife
Carrie Kaplan, whom he married in 1910.

A student at Public School Number 2 and DeWitt Clinton
High School, he was deemed worthy enough in his pursuits
to be chosen for a Pulitzer scholarship, which enabled him
to enter Columbia University. He was graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from the University in 1905, and then he attended
Columbia Law School for two years, passing the Bar in the
same year in which he finished his studies.

Pressed with the urgent necessity of making his own way,
he took to teaching commercial law and other subjects at
night school, while starting the beginnings of his own prac-
tice. Then, in 1910, he was appointed an assistant District
Attorney on the staff of the then District Attorney Charles
S. Whitman, who was later to become Governor of the State
of New York.

After five years in this position, he joined with Isidor
Wasservogel in the firm of Wasservogel and Medalie which
was to continue until 1920, when Wasservogel began the
judicial career which took him to the State Supreme Court
and then to the Appellate Division.

George Medalie had his first taste of "politics" in the very
literal sense in 1915 and it is a safe assumption that his
appetite for the particular brand he had encountered was,
not whetted. Quite to the contrary, the "politics" he met
in his youth was something he fought from that day on.
The precise circumstances of his 1915 lesson deserve to be



GEORGE ZERDIN MEDALIE 95

recalled. He was nominated and ran for Municipal Court
Justice on the Republican ticket. According to the official
count, which was supervised by the local Tammany leader,
George Medalie did not win. But to many who watched
the vote, the defeat of Medalie was a fiction of his oppo-
nents.

Few remember the name of the man who defeated George
Medalie in 1915. But, perhaps because of the limelight in
which his defeat placed him, George Medalie rose rapidly
in the legal profession, causing the Tammany district leader
on one occasion to invest himself with the honor of giving
the rising lawyer his start. "I'm responsible for your suc-
cess," he is reported to have told Medalie, and in all fairness
to the politico there is a shade of truth in his claim.

But George Medalie would have risen to great heights,
no matter. His first defeat, however, had given him a first-
hand experience in the intricacies of ballot counting, and
time and time again during his long career he was called on
to prosecute, investigate, or serve in some capacity to pro-
tect inviolate the greatest weapon of American democracy,

It was without malice or vengeance, for these were qual-
ities not to be found in George Medalie, but certainly it
must have been with a genuine pleasure that he served with-
out compensation in 1926, '27, and '28 as a Special Assistant
Attorney General in charge of ferreting out and prosecuting
fraudulent election activities in Manhattan and the Bronx.
There was fertile ground for a man who could dig deep,
and George Medalie knew how to dig.

As a special deputy attorney general in 1928, Medalie's
name graced more headlines and his reputation for defending
the honesty of public life gained further substantiation. He
was placed in charge of prosecuting Mrs. Florence E. S.
Knapp, Secretary of State, on charges of mis-administration
of the State Census Fund by padding payrolls, and, as one
might have expected, obtained a conviction.

He was called next by the joint committee of the Associa-
tion of the Bar of the City of New York and the New York
County Lawyers Association, two organizations to which he
devoted much time and effort during his lifetime, to investi-
gate the affairs of General Sessions Judge Francis X. Man-
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cuso in relation to the City Trust Company. Again as counsel
for the Bar Association, he later conducted the proceedings
which served as the foundation for the removal by the Ap-
pellate Division of Magistrate Albert A. Vitale. In these
as in many other affairs, including his service as counsel to
a committee of the State Legislature investigating tax frauds,
he was a zealous defender of honest dealings.

In 1931, President Hoover appointed George Medalie
United States Attorney for the Southern District, which
includes all of New York except Brooklyn and Queens, a
position in which he was later asked to remain by President
Roosevelt. Medalie proceeded vigorously to uphold the call-
ing of his office, clearing the Federal Building of bail bonds-
men racketeers, cracking down on a bankruptcy ring, de-
stroying a powerful alien smuggling outfit, and generally
making life short and unpleasant for racketeers. In carrying
out these tasks, he surrounded himself with a group of bright
young lawyers, "Medalie's boys" as they were to be called,
including Thomas E. Dewey, J. Edward Lumbard, Jacob
Grumet, William B. Herlands, Arthur H. Schwartz, Murray
Gurfein, Samuel C. Coleman, Jacob J. Rosenblum, and
others, all of whom received their s tar t towards prominence
from him. Retiring from office, he suggested Thomas Dewey
as his interim successor thereby giving further impetus to
a political career that still flourishes.

George Medalie himself suffered his second defeat in a
bid for elected office when he ran as Republican candidate
for the Senate in 1932. Returning to private practice in
1933, he left it not until 1945 to accept his appointment as
Judge of the Court of Appeals, a designation which met
with the overwhelming approbation of the judiciary, the
legal profession, and the general public, including his political
opponents.

Judge Medalie loved the law; he was proud to serve on
a Committee appointed by the Supreme Court of the United
States to investigate rules of criminal procedure; he thor-
oughly enjoyed speaking before young law students and
imparting to them his knowledge as well as his enthusiasm
for the law. As president of the New York County Lawyers
Association, and chairman of its Committee on National
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Defense, as president of the Alumni Association of Columbia
Law School, as Vice-President of the Association of the Bar,
and chairman of its committee which, at the request of the
government investigated and passed on the qualifications
of lawyers for service with governmental agencies, including
the Judge Advocates office, he gave splendid service to his
profession.

But with all of his duties as a trial lawyer, a public prose-
cutor, a leader and active member of many committees of
New York County Lawyers Association and the City Bar
Association, and then as judge, George Medalie still found
the energy throughout his mature years to play a prominent
role in the philanthropic side of civic life.

In this, as in other public services, he was a man sought
after, for he brought to any activity he undertook a per-
ceptive intelligence, a quiet statesmanship, a dynamic lead-
ership.

II

His charitable activities were a sincere expression of his
innermost feelings, for although he was not given to visible
manifestations of sentiment, he was deeply concerned about
man's welfare and man's relationships to his fellow man.
He was not one to fear difficulties of any sort, but he was
nevertheless one who was sensitive to difficulties and troubles,
one who felt impelled by the tradition of his religion and the
understanding of his own place in the realm of things, to
do for the less fortunate that which was within his scope.

There was no letterhead leadership in George Medalie.
As he was designated or elected in philanthropic life, so he
served, and in his service he enriched the lives of many.
He was consultative counsel to the B'nai B'rith, a member
of the Mayor's Committee on Unity, and an active worker
promoting better relations between the faiths. He was presi-
dent of the Washington Heights Young Men's Hebrew Asso-
ciation, vice-president of the Greater New York Fund, a
member of the executive and administrative committee of
the American Jewish Committee. As director of the Joint
Distribution Committee and the United Jewish Appeal, and
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as chairman of the overseas committee of the American
Jewish Committee, he gave willingly of himself to help re-
lieve the tortured Jews of other lands. He was also a trustee
of his synagogue, Temple Emanu-F,l, chairman of the
Mayor's Committee on Unemployment Relief during the
dark days of the depression, and president of the Jewish
Board of Guardians, where he gave tremendous encourage-
ment to the development of psychiatric casework.

But perhaps his greatest service in the entire field of com-
munal philanthropic activities was as president of the Fed-
eration of Jewish Philanthropies. From 1930 until his death
he was a member of the board of trustees of Federation,
and in 1940 he was campaign chairman of the merged appeal
for funds of the X. Y. Federation and the Brooklyn Federa-
tion. In 1941 George Medalie was elected the eleventh
president of the Federation and served for four successive
terms until 1945.

For many years before, the problem of city-wide respon-
sibility for the financing of the 25 health and welfare agencies
in Brooklyn had been recognized. The bulk of the money
to finance these agencies had to be sought in Manhattan,
if they were to continue their operations—and continuance
of their operations was daily becoming more and more im-
portant for the Jewish community as a whole, for increasing
numbers of Jews were making Brooklyn their residence. As
a partial answer to this condition, the New York and Brook-
lyn Federations had merged their fund-raising appeals, but
even this did not fully answer the problem.

George Medalie cut through to the heart of the problem.
He was quick to see that what was required, for the best
interests of the New York Jewish community was the total
merger of the two Federations, the twenty-five agencies in
Brooklyn with the ninety-six in Manhattan and the Bronx.
And under his leadership and during his presidency, this
merger was consummated and the Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies of New York came into being, making pos-
sible on all levels the much-needed broad community plan-
ning on a city-wide basis, a concept that since Medalie's
tenure of office has gained great impetus in Federation.
In his last annual report to the Federation, Medalie summed
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up his four years as president of Federation "as the most
eventful and gratifying of my life." Those of us who worked
with him, and knew of the devotion he gave to his work,
could well understand the deep feeling with which that
phrase was uttered, and if George Medalie were given the
choice of selecting the one thing for which he would prefer
to be remembered, it is quite possible that he would select,
even above and beyond his intense love of the law, his serv-
ice as President of the Federation.

The life of George Medalie is replete with contradictions,
but this is perhaps the way of all life, and out of these dich-
otomies emerge the man.

He was a Judge of the highest Court of the State, but he
will be remembered rather for his service on the other side
of the Bench, as trial lawyer and public prosecutor. But,
here again, there is a contradiction. In private practice,
driven by the impelling urges of his professional duty, he
defended such men as Jack "Legs" Diamond—racketeer
operator of the roaring twenties, and Arnold Rothstein, big-
time gambler. As U.S. Attorney, he prosecuted Diamond
and obtained his conviction, the only one that had ever
been returned against the racketeer despite the fact that
he had been arrested twenty-eight times. As a special deputy
State Attorney General, he obtained the conviction of State
Secretary Knapp for padding payrolls, and in private prac-
tice years later he defended Chief Probation Officer Edwin
J. Cooley on a similar charge and not only won his acquittal
but the implied approbation of the jury.

And then, of course, there is perhaps his greatest contra-
diction. He was a political statesman, and has been called
the "mentor," the "behind the scenes" advisor, of Governor
Dewey, yet he himself was never elected to a single political
office and twice was defeated. His defeats, however, never
embittered or disturbed him, for he had found many, and
even more substantial ways, of giving public service.

George Medalie was a great trial lawyer, an exciting
racket-buster, a fierce partisan of the honest judiciary, yet
he was unlike the common conception of all these things.
He was not bombastic, oratorical, overwhelming. In all of
his activities, legal and philanthropic, he was quiet, confident,
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a man of considered judgment, incisively brief. He could
demolish an argument with a phrase; win his point with a
sentence. He had the broad view, but he used it to cut deep
into the substance.

He believed that a man must do right according to his
own conscience, and he won the respect therefore of both
advocate and adversary, for all knew that George Medalie
was unswervingly honest, in conviction and in method.

He was a man, for all of his practicalities, not without
the vision of the idealist. As his friend, State Supreme Court
Justice Bernard Shientag said of him: "A man of action
and decision, he never suppressed his idealism; he knew how
to compromise not with ideals but with the tempo of their
fulfillment."

He was a man who sometimes appeared cold, but his cold-
ness was only the outward reflection of his calmness, the
consideration he was giving to the discussion on hand. He
combined his outward serenity with an intense love of people
and of humanity. He was, despite his ability to fight vig-
orously and bravely, a gentle man.

He was a man who devoted to the community welfare, a
tradition of Jewry second to none, a man who held sacro-
sanct the elements of righteousness and justice, a man who
was an ardent believing Jew.

He entered this world a humble man. He left it a great
man. Judge George Zerdin Medalie will long be remembered.
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HARRY A. HOLLZER, 1880-1946

By EDGAR F. MAGNIN1

ON the 17th of January, 1946, just as the sun was reach-
ing its meridian, a large concourse of people gathered
in the Wilshire Boulevard Temple in Los Angeles as

a mark of respect and affection for Federal Judge Harry A.
Hollzer.

The passing of this distinguished citizen came as a shock
to all who knew him. Among those assembled to listen to
the last rites were rich, poor and middle-class people, mem-
bers of every race and creed, distinguished veterans of the
bench and bar, and the outstanding representatives of every
important civic, philanthropic and community activity in
the metropolitan life of Los Angeles.

I

Judge Harry A. Hollzer was born in New York City on
November 4, 1880. He was reared in the Jewish Orphans
Home in San Francisco. He was graduated from the Univer-
sity of California in 1902 where he received his B.L. degree,
and in 1903 his LL.B. He began his law practice in San
Francisco in 1902.

Shortly after that time, he came to Los Angeles where he
continued in the practice of the law, and was appointed to
the Los Angeles Superior Court in May, 1924, elected for an
unexpired term in November of that year, and elected to a
full term in 1926.

The Los Angeles 'Journal, in an article which appeared
about him at the time of his death, states: "The adminis-
tration of justice in California and throughout the United
States owes much more to this tireless federal judge than is
sometimes realized, for he was an early and indefatigable
worker in the promotion and establishment of judicial
councils.

• Rabbi, Wilshire Boulevard Temple, Los Angeles.
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"Judicial councils coordinate and carry out the admini-
strative work for the courts. It was not until recent years
that governmental circles in the United States began to feel
the need for an executive function in the judiciaries. Judge
Hollzer, who materially aided and organized the promotion
of the judicial council movement in this country, was first
appointed to the Judicial Council of California in 1926, for
a two year term. He was reappointed in 1928 and 1938 and
became the head of the council's research and survey work.

"His outstanding work in this state led eventually to his
becoming Chairman of the National Conference of judicial
Councils from 1929 to 1931. Growth of judicial councils
also led to the establishment of a national administrative
officer for the federal judiciary, a step wherein Judge Hollzer
likewise should receive credit . . ."

This brief quotation summarizes many, many hours of
indefatigable labor, zeal and wise counsel on the part of Judge
Hollzer, who has aided materially in bringing about more
efficient and progressive procedures in the administration of
justice, and paved the way for his appointment to the federal
bench of Southern California in 1930.

As a judge on the federal bench, Harry A. Hollzer quickly
won for himself an enviable reputation. By nature as well
as by training, he possessed the judicial temperament. He
was a quiet, soft-spoken man who listened with patience and
understanding. He leaned backwards in the administration
of justice, to be sure that the defendant received every right
to which he was entitled. He was courteous and polite to all
who came before him, and to the court officials. He was
more interested in the administration of justice than in the
technical aspects of law. The Old Testament precepts, "Jus-
tice, Justice shalt thou pursue" and "What doth the Lord
require of thee but to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God," were near and dear to his heart, and
he carried them out in all his judicial activities.

On March 15, 1946, a memorial service was held for Judge
Hollzer in the chambers of the Federal Building, at which
tributes were paid to the deceased by the Hon. Paul J.
McCormick and members of the bar of the court. In his
eulogy, Judge McCormick said in part as follows: "Harry
Hollzer was a sublime embodiment of the glorious conse-
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quences that stem from the unique equality of opportunities
which characterizes the "American Way of Life." . It
has sometimes appeared to his associates that his choice of
duties lay in the field of coordinating and improving the
methods of administration and operation of the judicial
system . . . a field in which he worked so generously and
efficiently as a member of the first Judicial Council of the
State of California shortly after its institution by consti-
tutional amendment in 1926 . . .

"While ever staunch and adamant in the fundamentals of
constitutional rights and limitations, he was always forward-
looking in an approach to procedural methods for better-
ment in the administration of justice.

"But it was as United States District Judge that Harry
Aaron Hollzer exemplified to the highest degree the superb
qualities of his heart and mind. He loved the trial court with
its manifold and singular opportunities to administer justice
without respect to persons and with equal rights to the poor
and to the rich—and the pages of this court's records are
illumined with the resplendent pronouncements and decisions
of this able judge of quiet dignity and self-effacing, conscien-
tious application to duty.

"Whether it was in the complicated area of corporate re-
organization or in the simplified field of a minor criminal case,
Judge Hollzer uniformly applied the same meticulous scru-
tiny and prodigious industry to the solution of the problem
before him.

"A recent incident illustrative of Judge Hollzer's devotion
to the cause of justice and the civil rights of individuals was
reported by the press in San Diego at the time of his death.
A habeas corpus proceeding had been projected in the South-
ern Division and Judge Hollzer was upon the bench in San
Diego at the time. According to the press, the matter came
before the Court during the height of the war, when a Marine
Corps colonel objected that the Court was wasting his time
in calling him into a habeas corpus case. The colonel said he
could be doing more important things. 'One of the things
we are fighting this war for is the right of habeas corpus,'
Judge Hollzer said gently, and explained the Court's posi-
tion and requirement even during times of great emergencies.

"Judge Hollzer was painstaking, deliberate, patient, dis-
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passionate, courageous, courteous and just, and combined
these essentials of judicial deportment with a sound knowl-
edge of the law and an unwavering belief in its integrity.

"But, ladies and gentlemen, the one whose memory we
honor here today was not only an able Judge, he was a spirit-
ual man, which made him a good Judge, as well. He turned to
the Bible and to the Pentateuch for divine guidance in the
discharge of his duties, and he ever kept before him the in-
junction of the Book of Leviticus, 'Ye shall do no unright-
eousness in judgment,' and, 'Ye shall have one manner of
law, as well for the stranger, as for one of your own country.'

"As an associate and brother judge, he was kind, helpful
and cooperative and, as a friend, he was true, loyal and under-
standing and knew no weariness if only he could be employed
in the service of those whom he loved and for whom he
labored.

"On March 6, 1931, when Judge Hollzer assumed the
bench of this court, he said, 'After more than a quarter of a
century of participation in the activities of the legal fra-
ternity, I regard the Federal Judicial household, into which
I have just entered, not as a cloister for meditation and re-
tirement, but rather, and because of its perhaps greater inde-
pendence and security, as a larger opportunity for public
service. To that wider and, may we hope, more useful public
service, God willing, and my health permitting, I humbly
consecrate myself.'

"It was Judge Hollzer's faithfulness and devotion to this
dedication that, on January 14th of this year, finally stilled
his great heart and called him into the Everlasting Arms of
our Heavenly Father. May he rest in peace."

II

In the Book of Deuteronomy, we read these words: "Judges
and officers shalt Thou make me in all Thy gates which the
Lord thy God giveth thee, and they shall judge the people
with righteous judgment. Thou shalt not respect persons.
Neither shalt thou take a gift, for a gift does blind the eyes
of the wise and pervert the words of the righteous. Justice,
justice shalt thou pursue, that thou mayest live and inherit
the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee." Judge Hollzer
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loved these words, and every time we read them from the
holy Torah, an expression would come over his face which I
shall never forget.

But Judge Hollzer was not satisfied to merely perform the
duties of his exalted office. He was an American and a Jew,
and he felt that he owed a duty to society and to his own
people. He took time to serve many public causes, at the
expense of his health. He took a total view of things. His
nature was such that he could not for a moment be too par-
tial, -narrow or bigoted. His convictions were strong, and yet
at the same time he could always see the other person's point
of view. The judicial temperament which made him a great
judge, enabled him to become a great leader in other fields.
He was interested in every worthy civic, philanthropic, cul-
tural and community activity.

At the University Religious Conference, he was a pillar of
strength. He believed in the necessity of religion for young
people, and for the members of all faiths working together
for the good of all mankind.

During the war, he served on the Executive Board of the
USO and the Los Angeles branch of the Jewish Welfare
Board, and devoted many hours to these organizations. The
service men and women were dear to his heart, and he wanted
to see that a second home might be made for them far away
from their loved ones.

Judge Hollzer served as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Federation of Jewish Welfare Organizations, and of
Vista Del Mar, the Jewish orphans home of Los Angeles. The
poor and the underprivileged were always his concern.

President of the Los Angeles Jewish Community Council
since its inception, he won the respect and love of every Jew
in this great metropolitan community, irrespective of ideol-
ogies. He was interested in every phase of Jewish life. While
he was a Reform Jew, he was sympathetic to all shades of
religious opinion among our people, and knew how necessary
were unity and cooperation in an age of persecution, conflict
and misunderstanding. He was a dynamic and inspirational
force in behalf of the Jewish Welfare Fund in Los Angeles,
which is a branch of the Community Council and raises vast
sums of money for all manner of Jewish causes here and
abroad.
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His great love was the Wilshire Boulevard Temple, on
whose Board of Trustees he served faithfully and with zeal
for over a quarter of a century, and as its President for ap-
proximately two years. He attended religious services with
regularity because he loved his God and his faith.

As a husband, father, grandfather and brother, he was
second to none. His married life was ideal. He was always
the lover and the sweetheart. His love was as fresh and green
with the passing years as it was in the first year of his married
life. His family have a beautiful treasure in the memories of
their domestic life.

And Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, said unto him:
"Thou shalt provide out of all the people, able men such as
fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness . . and let them
judge the people at all seasons."
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FELIX N. GERSON, 1862-1945

By DAVID J. GALTER1

I

WHEN Felix N. Gerson died December 13, 1945 at
the age of 83, American Jewish journalism lost one
of its most faithful servants; also one of its most

colorful personalities.
In a sense, he may be considered one of the fathers of Jew-

ish journalism in this country. When he returned to Phila-
delphia in 1891 (after a short stay in Chicago where he was
associated with the Chicago Israelite) to take charge of the
Jewish Exponent, Jewish'journalism was still in its infancy.
He saw it grow and contributed considerably towards its
development.

Though he wrote poetry, loved music and in his younger
days was a music critic, he devoted the major portion of his
life to the weekly journal over which he had complete control
for 47 years.

By nature shy and of a retiring temperament, his circle of
friends was limited, though his knowledge of the men and
women who figured in the news was complete. Men like
Zangwill, Nordau, Sokoloff, Friedlaender, Friedenwald,
Schechter, Adler, Sulzberger, Margolis—to mention a few—
were not only his personal friends but also among the fre-
quent contributors to his publication.

Of Felix N. Gerson it may be said: He stood at the cradle
of the older institutions that in a sense constitute the foun-
dation upon which Jewish life in this country was reared;
helped to nurture them; gave encouragement to their foun-
ders, when such encouragement was badly needed; recorded
their progress; interpreted their significance and together
with others, rejoiced in their flowering. This applies to such
agencies as the Jewish Publication Society, where he was a

i Editor, Jewish Exponent.
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member of the Publication Committee; the American Jew-
ish Historical Society, the American Jewish Committee, the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee—to mention
some of those who serve our people nationally.

When political Zionism first appeared on the horizon and
its protagonists and antagonists were no less articulate than
they are today, except that the discussions were conducted
on a less personal and on a higher literary plane, his sense of
fair play, coupled with his high regard for the sincere convic-
tions of all groupings in the American Jewish scene, made it
possible for those who read his weekly journal to obtain a
complete and comprehensive picture of all the implications
involved.

Later, when the American Jewish Congress was in the
throes of birth and the air was charged with controversy and
even vituperation, he was most scrupulous in the manner in
which those early stormy meetings and conferences were re-
ported and interpreted in his paper.

These rules applied as well to the religious aspect of the
American Jewish community. Orthodox, Reform, Conserv-
ative—all were viewed as part of the tapestry of Jewish life.
In the earlier days, when religious controversy was still an
important part of Jewish journalism, spokesmen for the var-
ious groupings were permitted to air their views providing
the discussion was impersonal and on a high level. Rabbis
B. L. Levinthal and Joseph Kraukopf; Louis Finkelstein and
Julian Morgenstern; Phillipson and Revel — were among his
contributors.

II

His full name was Felix Napoleon Gerson, born October
18, 1862. How he came by his middle name is told in an un-
published memoir written several years before his death,
which the writer was privileged to see.

"The thought of the name he should bear (referring to
himself) gave my mother much concern. It should be a dis-
tinguished one, indeed. It happened that she was able to find
some ancestral basis tor bestowing upon this wonderful boy
of hers a name of world renown. Her father, it appears, was
born on French territory on a day on which, having been the
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natal day of Napoleon's son, the King of Rome, it had been
decreed by the Emperor tha t all male children born on tha t
day be named Napoleon. Well, thought m y doting mother ,
what name would be more fitting to bestow upon her son than
tha t borne by the boy's grandfather and the illustrious
pseudo-godfather, and she announced tha t she had deter-
mined to give me this name . . . M y mother had a younger
sister, a lively, madcap of a girl, who upon being informed
tha t it had been decided to name me "Napoleon ," burst into
peals of derisive laughter , and vowed tha t if I were given this
name she would ever after call me " N a p p y . " This dire threa t
had its effect and in consternation, my mother, seeking for
another name, bethought herself of the flutist friend of m y
father, Felix Eben, and sought refuge from the impending
ignominy of " N a p p y " by gracing me with the name of Felix,
but holding in reserve the Napoleonic patronymic by re-
tention of the middle initial " N , " sending her boy down the
imagined radiant avenues of future fame with the name he
has ever since borne somewhat shamefacedly and with an
arm thrown u p against a possible mock."

His father (quoting from the same memoir) had "an at-
tractive, keen-eyed and intellectual face, with black, curling
hair and mus tache" and his mother fifteen years younger,
was " a large-eyed and pensive faced girl, her black hair
parted in the middle and puffed out at either side in the
fashion of the period. '

His father came to this country from Germany and his
mother was a nat ive Philadelphian. Following a short s tay
in New York City they settled in Philadelphia, where Felix
was born—one of eight children.

Young Felix was a voracious reader. " In the bedroom on
the second floor of the combined business and residence home
in which I and several of my brothers slept, (quoting from
his memoir) there was a tall black bookcase of undetermined
origin. T h e lower section consisted of a roomy closet with
locked doors tha t I do not remember ever to have seen
opened. There was a shelf tha t could be drawn out to make
a writing table, and above this, reaching almost to the ceiling,
shelves and shelves with books of all sizes and many in dan-
gerously decrepit bindings from frequent handling. This
bookcase with its books is almost m y earliest recollection of
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sentient life. Most of them were German works with a scat-
tering of French and English volumes of poetry and fiction.
The German books must have constituted the greater part
of the contents of the leather trunk that had accompanied
my father on his flight from his native land."

These books he read and in parts memorized even before
he fully understood their complete significance. He loved
his studies; he loved his books, especially belles lettres, and
doubtless would have made a fine scholar, an outstanding
writer or poet. Fate decreed otherwise. The retail fur busi-
ness, in which his parents were engaged, did not prosper and
young Felix felt he should contribute his share towards the
economic needs of the family. So he left high school and
accepted a clerkship in the freight department of the Phil-
adelphia and Reading Railroad. Here he applied the same
diligence, the same thoroughness that characterized his read-
ing and his studies. His work was recognized and advance-
ment was rather rapid.

But clerking for the railroad, with all the advancement
it had in store, was not his goal. He yearned for the cultural,
the literary life. He craved the theater, the opera, the liter-
ary circles. Even while engrossed in the intricacies of
freight transportation, he still found time for his hobby—
versification. He wrote numerous pieces—often without re-
vealing his identity—in local publications and enjoyed the
thrill of seeing them published. The sonnet was his favorite
medium. Later, a number of these verses were collected and
published in a small volume entitled Some Verses.

Ill

In 1890 the Chicago Israelite was in need of a managing
editor. The name of Felix N. Gerson was suggested. The
offer was made and he accepted it. There he remained for
over a year, attending to the duties of that mid-western
weekly publication and also continuing his interest in music,
the theater and poetry.

But his heart was in the east,—more accurately in Phila-
delphia—so that when the offer came to him to assume the
managing editorship of the Jewish Exponent he gladly ac-
cepted—a position he held until his retirement in 1936.
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Here he quickly renewed his old friendships and made a
number of new ones in his chosen fields. In addition to his
duties as managing editor of the Jewish Exponent, he also
accepted an editorial position on the Public Ledger, being
charged in particular with the coverage of all news of Jewish
interest.

In those earlier days the Public Ledger had a corner on the
last column of its editorial page for a daily contribution of
verse. Gerson was a frequent contributor to this column.
How this brought him international fame is told in his un-
published memoirs:

"It was on a January afternoon—to be exact, on Tues-
day, January 22, 1901—a typical midwinter, sleety, dismal
day, when the darkness of evening fell at three or four o'clock
in the afternoon and the lamps within doors and out in the
streets had to be lit . . . . In my journalistic work, I had
occasion to pay my regular afternoon visit to the old Public
Ledger office . . . . As I passed along the corridor on the sec-
ond floor of the building, the door of the managing editor's
room was opened, and Mr. L. Clark Davis who held that
honorable post at the time (he was the father of Richard
Harding Davis, the novelist and war correspondent) emerged,
holding a slip of paper in his hand. At sight of me, he thrust
it toward me with the words: 'This will interest you, Mr.
Gerson.' It had just come. It was a cablegram and con-
tained only four words: 'The Queen is dead.'

" 'That should be something for your muse,' he added.
"I followed Mr. Davis into his office, and using the top of

his folding desk, I wrote in lead pencil, a sort of sonnet, with-
out even removing my gloves, and handed it to my chief
with the inquiry: 'Will this do?' He was good enough to say,
without reading it: 'If you wrote it, it will do.'

"My fourteen lines on 'Queen Victoria', which began with
the words, 'The Queen is Dead' occupied the space in the
Wednesday morning issue of the paper. And here it is that
the element of chance or luck came into play.

"At that time the trans-Atlantic steamers that carried the
mail, sailed from New York on Wednesday mornings. This
Wednesday morning mail carried with it what is called the
'Bull-dog Edition' of the Ledger, that is, the issue that was
put out at midnight for out of town distribution . . . and
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my verse on Queen Victoria was the first expression of rhymed
sympathy from America to reach the London editorial of-
fices . . . . with the result that the London Times, then yet
the 'Thunderer' of the journalistic world, quoted the poem
in its columns with an editorial comment to the effect that
it gracefully revealed the kindly feeling of America towards
Great Britain. It was just at the time when some jingo
spirit was rampant between the two countries in connection
with some South American boundary dispute—or some-
thing of this kind."

His reputation as a poet was firmly established and re-
quests for occasional verses came from many sources. Thus
when the new Central High School (not the present one, but
the one at Broad and Green Streets) was completed he was
invited to prepare and read the dedicatory poem.

In 1913, when the Jewish Publication Society celebrated
the twenty-fifth anniversary of its founding, Dr. Cyrus Adler,
chairman of the arrangements committee, invited him to
read a poem. His poem on that occasion was entitled "Israel
and His Book." His sonnet on Theodor Herzl, originally
published in the Jewish Exponent on the occasion of the pass-
ing of the founder of modern Zionism, is to be found in any
number of anthologies.

He retired from active participation in the affairs of the
Exponent in August of 1936. Unwilling to idle away his time,
he applied himself to the task of translating from the German
for the Jewish Publication Society.

First came The Ship of Hope by Ruben Rothgiesser, which
was published in 1939. This was followed by History of the
Jews in Regensburg and Augsburg by Raphael Straus, which
was also published in 1939. His last work was a translation
from the German of Rembrandt, the Jews and the Bible by
Franz Landsberger, which was published in 1946.

His death on December 13, 1945, brought to a close a
record of faithful and fruitful service to his people and to
American Jewish journalism.




