
<&i><i><Z><i><$<><*>*XX><$&^^

Canada

CANADA came through World War II and its aftermath with its political
stability unshaken, its economic life and industrial development im-

proved, and its role in international affairs enhanced.
The flow of immigration, which dwindled during the depression years of

the 1930's and World War II has increased substantially in the years which
followed.

The Canadian dollar, freed from government exchange control in October
1950, rose until it commanded a premium of approximately 4 per cent over
the American dollar.

Provincial elections were held in five of the ten Canadian provinces during
the period covered by this survey (July 1951 through June 1952), and in four
of these provinces the previous governments were re-elected with substantial
majorities. The only province in which any appreciable change was brought
about by the election was British Columbia, where the previous coalition
government of Liberals and Progressive Conservatives had disintegrated, and
the election resulted in a legislature of forty-eight members, consisting of
nineteen Social Credit members, eighteen members of the Cooperative Com-
monwealth Federation, six Liberals, four Conservatives, and one Labor mem-
ber. No party had a majority, and another Coalition government was not
likely, but it was expected that the Social Credit Party would form a minor-
ity government and attempt to remain in office with the support of the
Liberal and Conservative members.

Jewish Population

In all decennial censuses conducted by the Canadian government since
1871 with the exception of that for 1891, Jews have been enumerated by
ethnic origin and also by religion. In 1891 Jews were enumerated by religion
only. In the census years prior to 1901 the concept of "Jewish origin" was
often misunderstood by enumerators and those enumerated, and the majority
of Jews in Canada in those years recorded themselves as being Jewish by
religion but confused the term "origin" with the country of their origin or
with their citizenship.

In the census years from 1911 to 1941 inclusive the number recorded as
Jews by ethnic origin was somewhat larger than the number who recorded
themselves as Jews by religion, and in 1901 the number who were recorded
as Jews by religion exceeded the number recorded as Jews by ethnic origin
by 1.67 per cent; but in none of these census years was the difference be-

ai6



CANADA 217

tween the number of Jews by religion and Jews by ethnic origin as much as
3 per cent.

In the 1951 census the number who recorded themselves as Jews by reli-
gion was 204,836, while the number who recorded themselves as Jews by
ethnic origin was only 181,670, so that 23,166 persons or 12.2 per cent of all
who recorded themselves as Jews by religion in 1951 did not record them-
selves as being Jews by ethnic origin.

There are no possible grounds for assuming that 23,166 Canadian-born or
immigrant residents of Canada of non-Jewish origin have become Jews by
religion in the decade between 1941 and 1951. This unusual spread between
the number of Jews by origin and by religion may best be explained by as-
suming that many of the 25,649 Jewish immigrants who entered Canada in
the decade from 1941 to 1951, and who were largely refugees and Dis-
placed Persons, had confused the country of their origin with their ethnic
origin and had recorded themselves as being Jewish by religion but Polish,
Lithuanian, Rumanian, or Czecho-Slovak by ethnic origin.

We may safely assume that the number of Jews by religion in Canada in
1951 is the more accurate figure, and that the Jewish population of Canada
in 1951 was 204,836, which closely approximates our estimate of 201,000 Jews
as given in the AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1952 (Vol. 53).

In 1951 Jews formed 1.46 per cent of the total population of Canada, as
compared with 1.48 per cent in 1941; 1.50 per cent in 1931; 1.44 per cent in
1921; 1.03 per cent in 1911 and 0.31 per cent in 1901.

The rate of increase of the Jewish population in Canada (referring to the
total increase including natural increase and net immigration), which fell to
an all-time low of 8.6 per cent in the period from 1931 to 1941, was 20.2 per
cent in the decade from 1941 to 1951, as compared with an increase of 18.6
per cent for the total population of Canada during the same period. Prior
to 1931 the decennial rate of increase of the Jewish population had always
been higher than among the non-Jewish population.

TABLE 1

DECENNIAL INCREASE OF JEWISH POPULATION IN CANADA, 1901-51

Period

1901-11
1911-21
1921-31
1931-41
1941-51

Increase

Total

59,280
50,515
30,530
13,515
34,331a

Net Immigration

52,484
32,635
15,800
2,176

14,355

Natural Increase

6,796
17,880
14,730
11,339
19,976

Percentage Increase

Jews

365.4%
66.7
24.2

8.6
20.2"

All Origins

34.2
21.9
18.1
10.9
18.6"

* Not including Newfoundland, which joined the Dominion of Canada in 1949.

The population increase was by no means uniform in all provinces. While
the total population of all origins decreased only in Saskatchewan in the
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decade from 1941 to 1951, the Jewish population decreased by 27.3 per cent
in Saskatchewan and by 5.0 per cent in Nova Scotia. In British Columbia
the Jewish population has increased by 78.2 per cent.

From Table 2 it will be seen that a larger proportion of the total Jewish
than of the total Canadian population lived in the provinces of Ontario,
Quebec, and Manitoba. Jews formed 2.48 per cent of the total population in
Manitoba, 2.04 per cent in Quebec, and 1.86 per cent of the total population
of Ontario in 1951.

The proportion of Jews to the total population has decreased in the dec-
ade from 1941 to 1951 in the prairie provinces of Manitoba, Alberta, and
Saskatchewan, and in the Maritime Provinces of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick.

TABLE 2

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF JEWISH AND TOTAL POPULATION OF ALL ORIGINS
IN CANADA IN 1951 BY PROVINCES; PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE,

AND RATIO OF JEWISH TO TOTAL POPULATION

Province

Quebec

Alberta

New Brunswick

Yukon and N. W. Territories

1951

Jews

85,467
82,701
19,282
5,969
4,626
3,017
2,201
1,269

264
26
14

204,836

All
Origins

4,597,542
4,055,681

776,541
1,166,210

939,501
831,728
642,584
515,697
361,416

98,429
25,100

14,009,429

Percentage
Increase

or Decrease
1941-51

Jews

+ 22.3
+24.8
+ 2.1

+78.2
+ 11.1
- 2 7 . 3

- 5 . 0
+ 3.3

+ 28.8"
+4.0

+ 55.6

+20.8

All
Origins

+21.4
+21.7
+6.4

+42.6
+ 18.0
-7.2

+ 11.2
+ 12.7
+ 12.3*
+3.5

+48.2

+ 18.4

Percentage
Distribution

7951

Jews

41.72
41.37

9.41
2.91
2.26
1.48
1.07
0.62
0.13
0.02
0.01

100.00

All
Origins

32.82
28.95

5.54
8.32
6.71
5.94
4.59
3.68
2.58
0.70
0.17

100.00

Ratio of
Jews

to Total
Population

1.86
2.04
2.48
0.51
0.49
0.36
0.34
0.25
0.07
0.03
0.06

1.46

'Increase 1946-51.

There were 203 cities, towns, and villages in Canada whose population
exceeded 5,000 in 1951. Of this number, 69 were in the province of Quebec
and 134 were in the 9 other provinces. Jews lived in 58 of these 69 cities and
towns in Quebec and in every one of the 134 cities and towns in the other
provinces. The only towns of over 10,000 population in which no Jews were
resident in 1951 were Chicoutimi and Rimouski, both in the province of
Quebec.

Immigration

Jewish immigration to Canada during the seven postwar fiscal years from
April 1, 1945 to March 31, 1952 inclusive was 32,110; of this number 3,708
came from the United States. This is the largest number of Jewish immigrants
admitted to Canada in any seven-year period since 1914. In the fiscal year



TABLE 3

JEWISH COMMUNITIES WITH JEWISH POPULATION EXCEEDING 100 IN CANADIAN TOWNS
AND CITIES WITH TOTAL POPULATION EXCEEDING 5,000 IN 1941 AND 1951, PROPORTION
OF TOTAL POPULATION JEWISH AND PERCENTAGE INCREASE OR DECREASE, 1941-1951

City
Jewish Population

1941 1951

Per Cent Jewish

1941 1951

Decade 1941-1951
Percentage

Increase Decrease

Montreal, Que.a

Toronto, Ont. °
Winnipeg, Man.a

Vancouver, B. C.a

Ottawa, Ont
Hamilton, Ont
Windsor, Ont
Calgary, Alta
Edmonton, Alta
Halifax, N. S
London, Ont
Regina, Sask
Saskatoon, Sask
Saint John, N. B
St. Catherines, Ont
Sydney, N. S
Kitchener, Ont
Quebec, Que
Glace Bay, N. S
Kingston, Ont
Oshawa, Ont
Moncton, N. B
Peterborough, Ont
Brantford, Ont
Fort William, Ont
Lethbridge, Alta
Timmins, Ont
Guelph, Ont
Sherbrooke, Que
Fredericton, N. B
Sarnia, Ont
Sudbury, Ont
Cornwall, Ont
Chatham, Ont
Moose Jaw, Sask
Medicine Hat, Alta
Belleville, Ont
Yarmouth, N. S
Ste. Agathe, Que
Brandon, Man
St. John's, Nfld
Niagara Falls, Ont
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont
Welland, Ont
North Bay, Ont
Noranda, Que
Port Arthur, Ont
Victoria, B. C
Prince Albert, Sask
Portage la Prairie, Man...
Selkirk, Man

63,888
52,899
17,541
2,982
3,809
2,597
2,226
1,794
1,449
756
731
944
703
569
380
445
425
376
395
295
210
211
179
216
300
153
316
178
206
146
107
239
190
94
121
93
103
128
48
142
100
113
108
82
125
72
90
110
152
116
103

80,788
66,870
18,417
5,566
4,484
3,158
2,330
2,094
1,748
956
871
740
687
521
512
407
391
340
328
302
298
245
232
228
214
208
202
198
197
185
185
184
183
147
146
130
130
128
124
122
118
116
116
107
105
104
102
97
90
88
87

5.72
5.56
5.29
0.66
2.46
1.56
2.11
2.02
1.54
1.07
0.95
1.62
1.63
1.10
1.25
1.57
1.19
0.25
1.58
0.97
0.77
0.93
0.70
0.67
0.98
1.05
1.09
0.77
0.57
1.45
0.59
0.74
1.34
0.54
0.58
0.88
0.65
1.64
1.45
0.82
0.22
0.55
0.42
0.66
0.80
1.57
0.37
0.25
1.22
1.61
2.10

6.12
5.68
4.83
0.86
2.21
1.51
1.94
1.62
1.09
1.11
0.91
1.04
1.29
1.03
1.35
1.29
0.87
0.21
1.28
0.90
0.72
0.90
0.61
0.62
0.61
0.91
0.73
0.72
0.39
1.15
0.53
0.43
1.08
0.69
0.60
0.76
0.66
1.60
2.40
0.59
0.22
0.50
0.36
0.69
0.58
1.07
0.32
0.19
0.52
1.03
1.39

26.45
26.41
4.94
86.65
17.72
21.60
4.68
16.72
20.63
26.46
19.15

34.73

2.37
41.90
16.11
29.61

5.55

35.95

11.23

26.71
72.90

56.38
20.66
39.78
26.21

158.33

18.00
2.65
7.41

30.49

44.44
13.33

21.61
2.28
8.44

8.54
8.00
9.58

16.96

29.14

36.08

4.37

23.00
3.69

13.38

16.00

11.82
40.79
24.14
15.54

* Including metropolitan areas.
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ending March 31, 1952, Jewish immigrants admitted to Canada numbered
7,487, of whom 533 came from the United States. This represented an in-
crease of 133 per cent as compared with Jewish immigration into Canada
the previous year. Total immigration into Canada during the same period
increased by 147 per cent.

Immigration of German nationals during the greater part of the postwar
period from 1946 to 1951 inclusive was banned under regulations prohibiting
admission of enemy aliens, and immigration of non-British ethnic groups
during that period was presumed to consist mainly of Displaced Persons
(DP's) and refugees. Yet immigrants of German ethnic origin formed the
largest group of immigrants of non-British origin admitted to Canada during
these six calendar years, numbering 51,138. They were followed by those of
Netherlands origin (50,893), Poles (49,089), Italians (45,316), Ukrainians
(29,558), and Jews (29,296).

Canada's immigration legislation is elastic, providing for restriction or
stimulation from time to time by official orders in council, or administrative
orders, as the Department of Immigration may see fit. Canadian immigration
policy has been more generous in the admission of DP's during the postwar
period than that of the United States. It has been motivated largely by the
desire to meet the demand of Canada's expanding economy and especially
the specific labor requirements of agriculture, construction, mining, lumber-
ing, and heavy industries.

However, Canadian immigration policy in its broad outline has usually
closely followed that of the United States. Although Canada did not adopt
the restrictive quota system enforced by the United States since 1921, it re-
stricted immigration during the period from 1921-45 by limiting non-British
immigration to close relatives and farm laborers, and divided prospective
immigrants into the three categories of "preferred," "non-preferred," and
"special permit" immigrants by means of "confidential" administrative regu-
lations. (These restrictions were not enforced against refugees in the postwar
period from 1946 to 1951, when large numbers of refugees were admitted to
Canada.)

An order in council issued on June 9, 1950, opened the gates of Canada
wider than they had been since 1921. It enlarged the admissible classes of
immigrants of European "race" to include, in addition to British subjects
and citizens of Northern and Western Europe, "any immigrant who satisfies
the Minister that he is a suitable immigrant having regard to the climatic,
social, educational, industrial, labor, or other conditions or requirements of
Canada; and that he is not undesirable owing to his probable inability to
become readily adapted and integrated into the life of a Canadian com-
munity and to assume the duties of Canadian citizenship within a reasonable
time after his entry."

The passing of the McCarran-Walter Immigration Act in the United States
in June 1952 over a Presidential veto no doubt had some influence in swing-
ing the Canadian government from the more lenient policy followed during
the brief postwar period to the resumption in mid-1952 of a policy of re-
stricted immigration of non-British immigrants. Other influences were the
expressed desire to retain the existing "ethnic balance" of the population,



CANADA 221

and the prevalent belief that the refugee and DP problems had been solved
with the imminent cessation of the activities of the International Refugee
Organization (IRO) on January 31, 1952.

A government-sponsored amendment to the Immigration Act which would
have empowered the Minister of Immigration to use "quotas applicable to
nationality, citizenship, race, ethnic groups, occupation, or geographical
area" was withdrawn in the face of opposition from the Canadian Jewish
Congress and others. But in the dying hours of the closing session of the
House of Commons an order in council dividing countries from which immi-
grants came into eleven categories was submitted and approved on July 4,
1952.

Under its terms immigrants from Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand,
the Union of South Africa, the United States, Ireland, and France are ad-
mitted freely, provided they have assured employment or sufficient means to
maintain themselves for a reasonable period after arrival.

Next in order of preference come immigrants from Belgium, Holland,
Luxembourg, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Switzerland. Immigrants from
Germany, Austria, Greece, and Finland receive similar preference, provided
that they are farmers, farm workers, domestic servants, nurses, or nurses'
aides.

Immigrants from Italy are further restricted, while immigrants from Israel
are grouped with those from Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, and Iran, and are lim-
ited to close relatives sponsored by legal residents of Canada and "cases of
exceptional merit." Jewish immigrants are not specifically mentioned in this
order in council, and come under the same regulations as non-Jewish immi-
grants from the same country of birth or residence.

The reception, resettlement, and rehabilitation of Jewish DP's in Canada
is undertaken and financed by the Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC), working
through the Jewish Immigrant Aid Society of Canada and the family and
child welfare departments of the Jewish social agencies in the larger Jewish
communities. The CJC has disbursed $2,877,000 for this purpose during the
six years from 1946 through 1951, including $554,670 in the calendar year
1951.

The Canadian Institute of Public Opinion announced on May 31, 1952,
that a Gallup Poll which it had conducted had found that 55 per cent of
those interviewed expressed the opinion that Canada does not need immi-
grants at the present time. The greatest opposition to immigration was found
in the province of Quebec (69 per cent), followed by Ontario and the Mari-
time Provinces (56 per cent); in British Columbia 47 per cent were for more
immigration and 47 per cent were against it; and in the three prairie prov-
inces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta 49 per cent were in favor as
compared to 45 per cent opposed.

Discrimination and Anti-Semitism

In an amendment to the National Insurance Act passed during the 1952
session of the Canadian Parliament a section was included stipulating that
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the National Employment Service must make no distinction as to race, color,
and creed in obtaining employment for an applicant. This incorporates into
the act a wartime order forbidding discriminatory practices in employment
which was enacted by the government upon representations by the CJC but
which had lapsed with the expiration of the wartime Defense of Canada
Regulations.

In its annual representations to the Federal Minister of Labor the Cana-
dian Congress of Labor stated in March 1952 that there was serious ground
for complaint regarding the treatment accorded to Canadians who belong
to racial or religious minorities, or who are foreign born. It called upon the
government to pass a Federal Fair Employment Practices Act, protecting
workers against any discrimination in employment because of race, creed,
color, ancestry, or origin, and providing penalties for violations. The Cana-
dian Congress of Labor also urged that the Federal government supplement
its "fair wage policy" with a "fair employment policy" which would prohibit
discrimination by employers with government contracts and authorize the
cancellation of such contracts with employers who failed to comply.

The Trades and Labor Congress of Canada at its annual conference on
September 15-20, 1951, decided to delete from its constitution the clause which
advocated "exclusion of all races that cannot be properly assimilated into
the national life of Canada," as no longer in accordance with the spirit of
its policy.

The Canadian and Catholic Confederation of Labor at its annual confer-
ence on September 15-20, 1951, included in its statement of principles a clause
to the effect that it "believes in the prime dignity of the individual and the
fundamental equality of all human beings. It does not admit of any unjust
treatment because of language, nationality, race, sex, or religion."

The Ontario Federation of Labor, in its annual representations to the Pro-
vincial Government of Ontario on April 2, 1952, expressed its gratification
at the passing of the Provincial Fair Employment Practices Act in 1951, but
claimed that the act contained serious weaknesses with respect to enforce-
ment and education, and urged that public hearings and heavier fines be
provided for offenders. It also urged a special effort to remove discriminatory
practices in public employment, both provincial and municipal.

In May 1952 the annual convention of the Canadian Legion, the national
organization of Canadian war veterans, passed resolutions urging the Cana-
dian government to enact Federal fair employment practices legislation,
make certain forms of racial and religious discrimination an indictable crimi-
nal offense, and pass legislation to the effect that "no person should be
barred from a job or public place for reasons of race, color, or creed."

The Provincial Minister of Agriculture, Laurent Barre, stated in a debate
in the Legislative Assembly of Quebec on January 8, 1952, on government
purchases without tenders, that he "preferred to buy at a good price than to
buy at a bargain price from a Jew." In reply to a protest made by the Cana-
dian Jewish Congress to Quebec Premier Maurice Duplessis, the latter stated
that "the Province of Quebec is traditionally just and fair to minorities and
the present Government and the Premier of Quebec will always be inspired
by these sound and unsurpassed traditions. I did not hear the statement you
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refer to, but I am positive this statement does not represent the policy of the
Government of Quebec and needless to say, of the Premier of the Province."

Premier E. C. Manning of Alberta, replying to a charge made during the
provincial election in British Columbia that the Social Credit movement was
anti-Semitic, stated: "Social Credit is not opposed to any religion or race, as
such. It is only when the adherents to any religion, or the people of any
race take collective action to attack the principle of Christianity and Democ-
racy, which are fundamental to Social Credit, that conflict arises."

Mayor Charlotte Whitton of Ottawa, speaking before a Senate Committee
early in June 1952, urged the Government to consider action to stop the
flood of anti-Semitic letters, books, and pamphlets shipped in bulk from San
Francisco and remailed to Ottawa residents.

On June 20, 1952, police reported the desecration of three Jewish ceme-
teries in the suburban areas of Toronto. Damage estimated at |8,000 was
done to twenty-three graves and tombstones. Some investigations were made
but without result.

The Lawyers' Club of Toronto was reported on April 24, 1952, to have
eliminated a clause in its thirty-year-old constitution requiring its members
to be "white and Christian."

Fraternities at the University of British Columbia were directed by the
Faculty Council of the Alma Mater Society to remove racial and religious dis-
crimination clauses from their charters "within a reasonable length of time."

BILL OF RIGHTS

Attempts by CCF and Conservative Party members in the Federal Parlia-
ment and the provincial legislatures in Manitoba and British Columbia to
secure the enactment of a Bill of Rights were again defeated, government
spokesmen taking the stand that such legislation was unnecessary and showed
a "distrust of Parliament . . . and a serious indictment of an institution at
the very core of our democratic way of life."

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

In last year's survey (see AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, Vol. 53, p. 263) we
reported the case of Jewish unemployed workers whose claim for unemploy-
ment insurance benefits for Saturdays had been disallowed on the ground
that they would not have worked Saturdays even if employment had been
available.

An appeal against the Unemployment Insurance Officer's ruling was made
to a Court of Referees, and then to Justice Alfred Savard at Ottawa, acting
as umpire under the Unemployment Insurance Act, on the ground that re-
fusal of unemployment insurance compensation to workers in factories oper-
ating on a five-day-week basis whose religious beliefs did not permit them to
accept employment on Saturdays resulted in discrimination against members
of religious minority groups.

While the appeals were dismissed, the government recognized the existence
of a legitimate grievance, and the Unemployment Insurance Commission on
July 1, 1951, enacted a regulation that "where a claimant proves to the satis-
faction of an insurance officer that his religious beliefs are such that he ob-
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serves the Sabbath on Saturday, he is entitled to receive benefit for Sunday
provided he fulfils all the conditions of entitlement to benefit in respect of
that Sunday." On July 12, 1952, Justice Alfred Savard stated, in upholding
the rulings of the Unemployment Insurance officer and the Court of Referees,
that "the presumption is that this new regulation was made to correct [sic]
and, while it cannot be given retroactive effect, the principle which was at
stake in the present appeal, namely that a claimant should not be prejudiced
under the Act when because of his religious beliefs he cannot accept work on
Saturday, has therefore been upheld."

SUMMER RESORTS

A legal action for damages against a large summer resort hotel in the
Laurentian Mountains in Quebec by two Jewish guests who were ousted from
their rooms because they were Jews was settled out of court on January 17,
1952. The hotel proprietor responsible for refusing the Jewish guests had
died in the meantime, and the new management assumed responsibility for
the costs of the plaintiffs' attorneys, and made a declaration that "its policy
and intention was not to practice discrimination in the acceptance of its
guests on the basis of race, creed, or nationality." The management of this
hotel subsequently communicated with a leading Jewish organization offering
its facilities for conventions and soliciting its patronage.

ADMISSION OF JEWISH CHILDREN TO COMMON SCHOOLS

In the province of Quebec there are no nondenominational public schools,
but a dual system of Protestant and Catholic schools exists. Taxes of Jewish
citizens are paid to the Protestant school boards, and in Montreal and its
suburbs Jewish children attend the Protestant schools by an arrangement
with the Protestant Board of School Commissioners.

The town of Hampstead, a suburb of Montreal, has been for more than
twenty years a "restricted" area, with a "gentleman's agreement" which de-
bars Jews from buying or renting homes within its boundaries. Recent build-
ing developments have brought about a substantial influx of Jewish home-
owners and tenants. Although the school taxes paid by Jewish residents of
Hampstead are paid to the Protestant Central School Board of Greater Mon-
treal, of which the Hampstead School Board is a constituent, the Hampstead
School has never admitted Jewish children, and has denied that it was under
any legal obligation to do so. Jewish children resident in the town of Hamp-
stead have attended the Protestant schools in adjacent Montreal.

Individual applications by Jewish parents for admission of their children,
and requests made to the Hampstead School Board by the Canadian Jewish
Congress, did not result in any satisfactory reply. Legal counsel consulted by
the CJC expressed the opinion that the Protestant school in Hampstead,
being the majority school of the municipality, was therefore a common school
and under legal obligation to admit children of resident Jewish taxpayers.

In November 1951 the CJC advised Jewish residents of Hampstead that
they should insist that the Hampstead school admit their children, and that
if they met with refusal court action would be taken to enforce their rights.
A statement by the CJC outlining the situation met with unanimous support
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in the local press; and at a meeting of the Board of School Commissioners of
the Town of Hampstead the school board passed a resolution calling for the
admission of children of all residents, "provided space was available, present
pupils were not displaced, and certain zoning provisions made in cooperation
with the Protestant Central School Board of Greater Montreal were ob-
served."

This resolution appears to be a reversal of the previous stand of the School
Board barring admittance of Jewish children. Since additional children will
not be enrolled until the beginning of the new school year in September
1952, it remains to be seen whether Jewish children will actually be ad-
mitted, or whether the qualifying conditions attached to the resolution will
be used to provide a loophole.

HOLIDAY OBSERVANCE

The Montreal City Council passed a bylaw on November 2, 1951, ordering
all stores in the city which close normally on Sundays to close also on the six
Roman Catholic Holy Days of Obligation. More than 75 per cent of the pop-
ulation is Roman Catholic, and the bylaw was passed by a majority of 61 to
29, some of the Jewish members of the city council being in favor of the
bylaw and others against.

The bylaw was enforced strictly and the Protestant and Jewish proprietors
of many stores who opened for business on the first Catholic Holy Day fol-
lowing the passing of the bylaw were prosecuted and fined.

The four largest department stores and several other stores, none of them
owned by Jews, defied the bylaw and challenged its legality by appealing to
the Superior Court. On June 17, 1952, Judge Arthur I. Smith declared the
city bylaw and the provincial statute which permitted the city to pass it both
ultra vires, and therefore unenforceable.

The judge ruled that "laws relating to observances of Holy Days or Days
of Obligation, respect for which is fundamental in a Christian society, are
matters not of purely local or private import, but rather laws dealing with
public order, with effects which transcend mere local boundaries" and as
such "possess the quality of criminal law, which is within the exclusive juris-
diction of the Federal Parliament." The Montreal City Council has an-
nounced its intention to appeal against the judge's decision to the Court of
Appeal, claiming the store closing bylaw had to do with property and civil
rights, which come within the competence of the provincial and municipal
legislative bodies.

On October 24, 1951 a Chasidic rabbi who had recently come to Montreal
from Europe, was tried in the Municipal Court and convicted under a new by-
law of the City of Montreal which states that "no lot or piece of land shall be
used and no building erected or used for purposes of worship, education
or teaching, without special permission from the Executive Committee of the
City Council." The bylaw stipulates a fine of $40 for an offence. The rabbi was
charged with having violated the bylaw by having a dozen persons, including
neighbors and students, come to his home on two successive days for Passover
prayers.

The United Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Quebec Provincial Com-
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mand of the Canadian Legion, and the English language press in Montreal
protested against the bylaw and the action taken against the rabbi. The CJC
asked the City Council for repeal of the bylaw, or at least its amendment to
make it clear that the regulations apply to public worship only, and do not
restrict the right of private worship and private teaching. No action had
been taken by the Montreal City Council to repeal or amend the bylaw at
the time this review was written (July, 1952).

Community Organization and Communal Affairs

The ninth biennial plenary session of the Canadian Jewish Congress, held
in Montreal October 27 to 29, 1951, affirmed unanimously that "Canadian
Jewry, though eager and anxious to build up on its own soil its cultural and
religious institutions, solemnly realizes that its religion and culture give and
ever gave priority to the ransoming of those in captivity," and "pledges itself
not to relax in its efforts . . . nor to allow any other devotions, no matter
how worthy, to divert it from its tasks, nor to cease or diminish its sacred
dedication until the last of those for whose redemption we labor shall havê
been brought safe to the sanctuary of a firmly established Israel."

The Canadian Jewish Congress, which had functioned as an unincorpo-
rated body since it was first founded in 1919, and reorganized in 1934, was
incorporated under Letters Patent issued by the Secretary of State of Canada
on March 15, 1952.

The objects of the Canadian Jewish Congress as outlined in its charter of
incorporation are:

1. To carry on activities of a national, patriotic, cultural and humanitarian
nature, in the best interests of the country and of the Jewish people.

2. To act in matters affecting the status, rights and welfare of Canadian
Jewry.

3. To investigate the causes of anti-Semitism and devise means of abating its
influences throughout the world generally and in Canada in particular: and to
promote the growth of a spirit of understanding and goodwill between all eth-
nic elements in Canada, and particularly between non-Jewish and Jewish
citizens.

4. To direct investigations, study and research on economic and social prob-
lems confronting Jewry generally and Canadian Jewry in particular; to pre-
pare and publish its findings and make recommendations for their solution; to
accumulate and preserve records, written material and data concerning Jewish
life in Canada to serve as a repository and documentary source of its activities
and historical development.

5. To carry on and assist in efforts for the improvement of the social, eco-
nomic and cultural conditions of Jewry, and the mitigation of their sufferings
throughout the world, and to co-operate with other agencies in receiving assist-
ance and helping to rehabilitate Jewish immigrants and refugees.

6. To assist Jewish communities throughout the country in establishing cen-
tral community organizations for the purpose of carrying out the social, philan-
thropic, educational and cultural needs of the community.
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Representations made to the Canadian Government by the CJC early in
April 1952 against the anti-Jewish discriminatory trade policy of Saudi Arabia,
resulted in assurances that the strongest possible action would be taken by
Canada in an effort to remove the discrimination.

The CJC also made representations to the Canadian Government against
the strengthening of Germany as a military factor in Europe, urging that
"caution be exercised to prevent the resurgence of a militaristic and fascist
Germany which would materially affect world democracy," and expressed its
apprehension at the implication of the transfer of General Kurt Meyer, a
convicted Nazi war criminal, from Canada to Germany. It was assured by the
government that the representation would be given due consideration, and
that there had been no change whatever in the status of General Kurt Meyer,
who would remain under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Canadian Govern-
ment, although transferred to a prison in Germany.

Fund Raising

Commencing with 1951 all Canadian Jewish communities of over a thou-
sand members have coordinated their fund raising efforts for Israel, overseas,
and national Jewish organizations into one United Jewish Appeal conducted
by the local Jewish welfare fund or similar organization. In most cases they
have included in this one campaign their community requirements for Jewish
welfare and educational institutions.

From 1946 to 1951 inclusive, approximately $40,000,000 were raised in
Canada for Israel, overseas rehabilitation work, and national and local Jew-
ish social welfare and educational services.

The peak fund-raising year for local as well as for Israel and other over-
seas relief needs was 1949, when the total amount raised exceeded $8,000,000.
Receipts fell by approximately 10 per cent in 1950, and increased slightly in
1951 to approximately $7,500,000.

The increase in campaign results for one cause was not achieved at the
expense of other vital Jewish causes. Even before the establishment of the
United Jewish Appeal, contributions for local needs rose and fell in the same
years as did contributions for overseas needs.

A survey conducted by the Research Department of the Canadian Jewish
Congress in 1952 ascertained that approximately four dollars had been raised
and disbursed for local capital expenditures for the erection of community
buildings during the postwar period for every five dollars raised and dis-
bursed for all Israel and overseas needs and local social welfare and educa-
tional services.

Since 1945 Jewish community buildings to the value of $9,780,000 have
been erected, buildings costing $14,620,000 are in the process of completion,
and $7,200,000 is currently being raised for buildings planned for the near
future.

The type of buildings erected or in process of erection may be seen from
the following table.
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TABLE 4

COMMUNITY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, CANADA, 1945-52

Type of Building Value
Hospitals $11,550,000
Synagogues 7,925,000
YMHA's and Community Centers 5,240,000
Schools 4,185,000
Social Welfare 2,100,000
Administrative 600,000

TOTAL. . '. $31,600,000

In Montreal and Toronto the largest part of the capital expenditure has
gone for the erection of Jewish hospitals, with substantial amounts spent for
new synagogue buildings, YMHA's, and schools. In the smaller communities
the expenditure has been largely confined to synagogues, which also serve as
community centers.

Jewish Education

Modern day school buildings were put up during the year by the Winni-
peg Talmud Torah and Winnipeg Peretz Folk Schools. In Montreal the
Adath Israel Congregation built its Hebrew Academy in suburban Outre-
mont at a cost of $350,000, making it possible for a Jewish child to receive
his entire Hebrew and secular education from kindergarten to graduation
from high school in the congregation's parochial schools.

The Jewish People's Schools in Montreal purchased a building site and
planned erection of a day school in the new suburban area of Snowdon,
while the Montreal Talmud Torahs opened new branches in the suburbs of
Snowdon, Cote des Neiges, and Park Extension.

The United Jewish Teachers Seminary, maintained by the Canadian Jew-
ish Congress in Montreal, reported that its entire graduating class of nine
students had been placed in teaching positions, bringing the total number
of students graduated as teachers during the six years the Seminary was
opened to sixty.

Zionism

The total amount raised by the United Israel Appeal and other approved
fund-raising campaigns for Israel in Canada in the calendar year 1951 was
$3,804,000 as compared with a peak of $4,467,000 in 1949.

The Canada Israel Trading Corporation, set up jointly by the Zionist Or-
ganization of Canada and the Canadian Jewish Congress in 1951 with the
approval of the Canadian Government, was unable to commence operations
immediately because of credit restrictions, but was able to announce in June
1952 that these difficulties had been overcome.

The Canadian Government also approved the sale of an Israel Govern-
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ment Bond issue of f 5,000,000 in Canada. The bond sale will be undertaken
by the United Zionist Council, consisting of the Zionist Organization of
Canada, the Labor Zionist Movement, and the Canadian Mizrachi Organiza-
tion. It is expected to commence in January 1953, when the 1952 United
Israel Campaign is concluded.

Moshe Sharett, Israel's Foreign Minister, made his first official visit to
Canada on June 24-26, 1952. Besides meeting with the Canadian Prime Min-
ister and Minister of External Affairs, he was received by the Governor Gen-
eral of Canada and addressed large public meetings in Montreal and Toronto.

Yosef Nevo, formerly senior Israel Consul in New York, was appointed
Israel Consul General to Canada in June 1952.

Social Services

A new wing of the Jewish Old Folks Home was completed and opened in
Winnipeg in 1952 at a cost of $250,000. A new YMHA building is also being
completed in Winnipeg at a cost of |700,000. A Jewish hospital costing
$6,750,000, a YMHA and community center costing $1,500,000, and a Jewish
home for the aged costing $2,000,000 are being completed in Toronto.

Cultural Activities

Among new books published by Canadian Jewish authors during the past
year were the novel The Second Scroll by A. M. Klein (Mr. Klein was awarded
one of the Jewish Book Council of America's prizes in 1951 for his cumula-
tive contribution to Anglo-Jewish poetry); and a book of Yiddish poetry
entitled Auschwitz by Joseph Rogel of Montreal, which won the 1951 Kessel
Literary Prize in Mexico.

A book of essays in Hebrew, Yetzer ve-Yetzirah by Isaiah Rabinovitch of
Toronto, was published in Jerusalem. Among other books published by Cana-
dian Jewish authors during the year were: Poems of Yehoash, translated into
English by Isidor Goldstick; a book of reminiscences in Yiddish entitled Di
Letzte fun a Dor by Falik Zolf; From Palestine to Israel, by Moishe Dickstein,
describing a visit to Israel; and a volume of Yiddish poems for children by
Ida Maze.

On February 28, 1952, five works by the Canadian Jewish composers Louis
Appelbaum, Alexander Brott, Jack Kane, Oscar Morawetz, and John Wein-
zweig were presented at a public recital in Toronto. These works were com-
missioned by the CJC. The five compositions were repeated over a nation-
wide Canadian radio network by the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation on
May 7, 1952, in a two-hour program which included a dramatization of The
Second Scroll.

Ghitta Caiserman of Montreal was chosen by a board of three Canadian
judges as winner of a $1,500 scholarship awarded by the Institute Allende of
Mexico to Canadian painters.
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Personalia

Samuel Freedman of Winnipeg, who was elected president of the Mani-
toba Bar Association in December 1951, was appointed judge of the Court
of Queen's Bench on April 9, 1952.

Samuel Godfrey, former president of the United Jewish Welfare Fund of
Toronto, was elected president of the nonsectarian Community Chest of
Greater Toronto in March 1952.

Herbert Orliffe, Toronto lawyer, was elected chairman for 1952 of the
Toronto Board of Education, which administers the public school system in
that city.

A poll conducted by the Canadian weekly Saturday Night in August 1951
chose Rabbi Abraham L. Feinberg of Holy Blossom Temple in Toronto as
one of Canada's seven greatest preachers.

Necrology

Joseph Shubert, for many years an alderman of the city of Montreal, and
active in Jewish trade union circles, died at the age of sixty-two.

Dr. John Kershman, one of Canada's outstanding neurologists and chief of
the department of neuropsychiatry at the Montreal Jewish General Hospital,
died at the age of forty-three.

Joseph Fineberg, active communal worker and treasurer of the Zionist Or-
ganization of Canada for twenty years, died at the age of sixty-seven.

Louis ROSENBERG




