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THE AMERICAN JEWISH TERCENTENARY

ryiHE SEARCH for a tradition is an American characteristic. Where other na-
X tions take their long history for granted, Americans are deeply aware of

their relative youthfulness. They place great emphasis, not so much on the
antiquity of their pre-American heritage from overseas, as on the length of
ancestry they can trace within the United States. Thus they form societies
recalling forebears who were first to set foot on Plymouth Rock, who were
Colonial dames, who fought in the American Revolution, who served under
the Confederacy. They mark the round-numbered anniversaries of great cities
and New England villages. They rebuild Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia
and Colonial Sturbridge in Massachusetts. They support a prosperous gen-
ealogical family-tracing industry. They imbue the Civil War with a glamor
which makes it appear, alternately, as current as the latest newsmagazine and
as time-hallowed as Joshua's assault on Jericho. They preserve copies of nine-
teenth-century country weeklies as if they were leaves from the Dead Sea
scrolls.

"Tradition [in America] is so much evoked," says the European writer
Ursula Brumm, "precisely because of its absence, or so it seems to the Eu-
ropean; while in Europe it is a ruling force which because of its omni-
presence is seldom discussed or even consciously felt."

This unceasing search for identification with the American past is well-
nigh universal. It exists even among those whose claim to such identification
is fully recognized; indeed, it appears to be especially strong among such
people, who deem it a greater honor to have had an ancestor on the May-
flower than on Noah's Ark. But it takes on added importance, quite natu-
rally, among those ethnic groups which feel that they are generally consid-
ered newcomers to America.

There have been Jews in what is now the United States since the early
days of settlement along the Atlantic coast. Individual Jews were in New
England and farther south many years before 1654, when the first group
of twenty-three Jews landed in New Amsterdam and showed the customary
manifestations of a community (establishing a cemetery, a place of worship,
shechita, and the like).

Yet it is a fact that only in recent years has there been a preponderance
of native-born Jews in the United States, for successive waves of immigration
kept engulfing the older inhabitants in a tide of new arrivals. Perhaps this
recurring motif of foreign accent and outlandish ways helped to create a feel-
ing that Jews were always newcomers; and the undercurrent of xenophobia,
brought over from Europe, must certainly have added to it. At any rate,
even in the middle of the twentieth century, American Jews felt impelled to
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supplement the authentic American impulse to publicize the antiquity of
their roots in this country with the desire to remind themselves and their
Christian neighbors that these roots made each of them as clearly American
as the most stately daughter of the American Revolution.

In this spirit, therefore, the 300th anniversary of Jewish settlement in the
United States was observed from September 12, 1954, to June 1, 1955. The
observance was widely successful, for it fitted well into the prevailing mood
of the nation—perhaps best expressed by Oscar Handlin in the opening words
of his book, The Uprooted:

"Once I thought to write a history of the immigrants in America. Then
I discovered that the immigrants were American history."

Origins of the Observance

The impending anniversary was first brought to notice by Rabbi David de
Sola Pool, minister of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue (Congregation
Shearith Israel), which had its origins among the first Jews in New Amster-
dam. As vice president of the American Jewish Historical Society, Rabbi Pool
put the matter formally before the society in 1950, and a special committee
was created under his chairmanship to develop a program for the observance.
The society had been instrumental in the celebration in 1905 (a year late)
of the 250th anniversary, which was marked by meetings in several cities and
by the issuance of a historical pamphlet.

Rabbi Pool enlisted the cooperation of the American Jewish Committee
to help organize an independent body to conduct the celebrations. For from
the outset it was recognized that an enterprise of such vast proportions could
not properly be dominated by any single organization or philosophy; and,
having made possible the machinery of the celebration, the American Jewish
Committee thereafter assumed a role no different from that of any other im-
portant Jewish organization.

A provisional committee was set up in January 1952 under the chairman-
ship of Ralph E. Samuel, a former president of the Federation of Jewish
Philanthropies in New York and well known throughout the country for his
leadership in charitable and civic causes. Shortly afterward, a membership
committee headed by former Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind formed the
American Jewish Tercentenary Committee, composed of 300 men and women
who reflected the major Jewish viewpoints, the organizational interests, the
religious complexions, and the geographical spread of a large and highly
variegated community. With the formation of this national Committee of
300 headed by Ralph E. Samuel, the planning of the observance on a profes-
sional basis began on April 1, 1952.

Scope and Theme

The first step was to establish the general principles of the celebration.
A program policy committee headed by former Federal Judge Samuel I.
Rosenman drew up a report on Scope and Theme early in 1953 which anal-
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yzed the meaning of the anniversary and made recommendations on the
program to be conducted during the observance. Out of this report came the
Tercentenary theme, "Man's Opportunities and Responsibilities Under Free-
dom," proposed by a committee member, Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff. Other
members of the committee were Benjamin V. Cohen, Adolph Held, William
S. Paley, Ralph E. Samuel, Benjamin Sonnenberg, Lewis L. Strauss, and Her-
bert Bayard Swope.

In summarizing the general philosophy underlying the observance, the re-
port declared:

It would seem to be appropriate, in an anniversary like this, to build
the spirit of the observance around . . . twin considerations: that there
are both American and Jewish aspects to the Tercentenary, and that these
complement one another.

In its American aspects, it is fitting for this Tercentenary to assume a
patriotic tone—not in a superficial flag-waving spirit, but rather in the
sense that all Americans hold a deep and often unspoken love for their
country and its people. . . .

In its Jewish sense, it is equally fitting that we recognize, not in self-
glorification but in self-respect, the good things that we as a group have
brought to America. We have brought to the United States a deep religious
faith, and we have kept it alive within a harmony of differing faiths. We
have brought a tradition of learning, of scholarship, of scientific curiosity.
We have brought a love of the arts, and a respect for those who create with
words and sounds and colors. We have brought a healthy and growing cul-
ture in the Yiddish and Hebrew languages, with a flourishing literature,
press, and theater. With our all-too-intimate knowledge of persecution, we
have brought a deep passion for human freedom and personal dignity.
With our intimate knowledge of poverty and privation in the Old World,
we have brought a striving for social justice and equality of economic op-
opportunity.

We have not been the only ones to bring such values to America; others
have done as much or more. For this reason we would not assume a tone
of self-glorification or vainglorious boasting, or imply comparisons of
Jewish "contributions" to America with those of other groups.

Recognizing the great difficulties involved in conducting a celebration in
behalf of so varied and even conflicting interests among American Jews, the
report established a kind of modus vivendi:

We do not believe that the Tercentenary should be made a vehicle for
propagation of any particular ideology in American Jewish life. Some
among us may feel strongly that the identification of a Jew is solely in
terms of his religion; others may lean toward a different interpretation.
The celebration should not be committed to either philosophy. It should
be neither Zionist, non-Zionist, nor anti-Zionist. It should not try to formu-
late or advance any particular definition of Jewishness. The Tercentenary
belongs primarily to five million people who regard themselves as pa-
triotic, loyal American Jews, whatever their definition or their philosophy;
it should be broad enough to appeal to 160,000,000 Americans, who have
all shared in the building of America, and who, we would hope, would be
willing to join in commemorating with us this happy anniversary.
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In addition to various program suggestions, the report placed heavy em-
phasis on the Tercentenary theme, as a terse summation of the outstanding
fact of 300 years of Jewish participation in American life.

In expressing this theme, the Tercentenary should devote itself to show-
ing:

1. What America has meant in opportunities to Jews and to all who
have sought freedom and liberty and human dignity.

2. What the corresponding responsibilities and obligations of men are
in such an atmosphere of freedom, with some exposition of what Jews
have done to carry out those responsibilities.

3. What the Jewish experience in America has meant in terms of in-
spiration and hope to Jews in other lands and to all people yearning to
be free and to share the opportunities of freedom.

The report was officially adopted by the national Committee of 300 at a
planning conference held in New York in April, 1953. It received large-scale
distribution, and provided the basic philosophic foundation for the national
observance and for most of the local celebrations.

Adoption of the report was the high light of the planning conference, a
two-day session which brought together community leaders and officers of
national organizations from all parts of the country. To this first public func-
tion of the Tercentenary Committee, President Dwight D. Eisenhower sent a
special message.

Finances

It soon became apparent that, despite widespread enthusiasm, raising
money for the observance would be difficult. The national committee was
unwilling to engage in high-pressure solicitation of funds, on the ground that
substance and dignity might be sacrificed to the needs of such a campaign.

By mid-1953, a minimum goal of |600,000 for financing the Tercentenary
Committee was set by a finance committee headed by Albert M. Greenfield
of Philadelphia. To raise this sum, the committee appealed tu all Jewish
federations and welfare funds outside New York City, and to individuals and
foundations in New York. About half of the member agencies of the Council
of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds responded with allocations, notably
in such cities as Philadelphia, Pa., Chicago, 111., Detroit, Mich., Boston, Mass.,
Hartford, Conn., Rochester and Buffalo, N. Y. In addition, more than 400
individuals and foundations made contributions to the national committee;
other funds, in lesser amounts, were provided by national and local Jewish
organizations and through revenue from a variety of services provided by the
Tercentenary Committee itself. More than half the income of the national
committee came from New York, a proportion much higher than had usually
been the case with fund-raising programs for Jewish causes.

In any event, the committee ultimately raised a total of about $500,000,
making possible much of the program originally envisaged. Indeed, the total
amounts spent by the national committee, by scores of national organizations,
and by hundreds of local groups and committees, very likely added up to
more than one million dollars.
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Religious Ceremonies

The formal opening of the Tercentenary observance took place on Sep-
tember 12, 1954, with a Reconsecration Service at Congregation Shearith
Israel, at which the synagogue was filled to overflowing. The newspapers,
magazines and radio stations throughout the nation recorded and repeated
the prayers. Among those present were representatives of the state and city
of New York; congregations in Amsterdam, London, Philadelphia, Montreal,
Surinam, Panama, and New York City; of the State of Israel, in the persons
of its Minister of Education and its Consul-General in New York; and of
the national Tercentenary Committee. Among the honored guests also were
representatives of the Collegiate Church, the Dutch Reformed Church
of Flatbush, Trinity Church, and St. Paul's Church. Officers of the College of
the City of New York, of the New York Historical Society, of the Sons of
the American Revolution, and of many educational, welfare and religious or-
ganizations shared in the services. A direct descendant of Domine Polhemus,
who had arrived at the Battery with twenty-three Jews in September, 1654,
symbolized the historic fellowship of American life.

The sermon, delivered by Rabbi Pool, called for loyalty to the past, re-
sponsibility in the present hour, and dedication to the challenge of the
future. On the same day, in many communities across the country, the local
celebrations were similarly initiated with worship, expressing the heavy re-
ligious emphasis in the observance generally.

An earlier ceremony of great importance had occurred on the steps of
Shearith Israel where, on July 5, 1954, the leaders of all major segments of
American Judaism joined in issuing a religious proclamation which said in
part:

By the grace of God and under the protection of the Constitution of the
United States, we have lived and prospered in this land. We have been an
integral part of American life. We have worked with all other Americans
in the never-ending search for the democratic way of life and for the light
of faith. Our ancient prophetic ideals and the teachings of the sages have
been the foundation stones of this nation. Our work, our hopes, and above
all our living religion, have been among our proudest offerings to the
American community. . . .

Mindful of these blessings and with deep gratitude in our hearts to the
God of Israel, who, in 1654, led our fathers to the shores of this great new
land, we hereby proclaim the period from Elul 5714 (September 1954) to
the end of Sivan 5715 (May 1955) as one of thanksgiving, prayer, study, and
celebration of the American Jewish Tercentenary.

We call on all our brethren throughout the nation to participate in the
observance of this anniversary; to offer thanks unto the Lord for the bless-
ings bestowed on us in America; to pray for the continued peace and pros-
perity of our country and all its inhabitants, and to rededicate ourselves
to the ideals of our faith within the freedom of American democracy.

On behalf of the national Tercentenary Committee, the proclamation was
signed by Rabbi Simon G. Kramer, chairman of the Tercentenary committee
on religious and educational participation, and by Rabbi Theodore L. Adams
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(Rabbinical Council of America), Rabbi Barnett R. Brickner (Central Con-
ference of American Rabbis), Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath (Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations), Max J. Etra (Union of Orthodox Jewish Con-
gregations of America), Rabbi Harry Halpern (Rabbinical Assembly of Amer-
ica) , Charles Rosengarten (United Synagogue of America), and Rabbi Nor-
man Salit (Synagogue Council of America). Many thousands of copies of this
proclamation were distributed, in English, Hebrew, and Yiddish versions, and
it was the basis of hundreds of Tercentenary services and ceremonies con-
ducted by congregations throughout the country, particularly on the Tercen-
tenary Sabbath, November 27, 1954.

Another important religious gathering took place on November 14, 1954,
at Carnegie Hall in New York City, with the general theme, "The Synagogue
Speaks." With the aid of the national committee, this meeting was sponsored
by the Synagogue Council of America in cooperation with the New York
Board of Rabbis. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Judge Rifkind were
principal speakers, and a feature of the program was the presentation of Ter-
centenary medals to the oldest Jewish congregations in the United States.

Public Events

The National Tercentenary Dinner was held on October 20, 1954, in New
York City, with President Eisenhower as the guest of honor, and some 1,800
religious, communal, and civic leaders in attendance.

The President brought to American Jews the greetings of the entire Amer-
ican people. In the same way, Gov. Thomas E. Dewey of New York State
represented the people of the state where the first Jews settled, and Mayor
Robert F. Wagner, Jr., of New York City represented the people of the city
which was once New Amsterdam. Symbolic, too, were the three messages from
abroad—from Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain; Dr.
Willem Drees, Prime Minister of the Netherlands; and Moshe Sharett, Prime
Minister of Israel.

On March 6, 1955, an event of an entirely different nature took place at
the United States Military Academy at West Point, N. Y., when a Tercen-
tenary plaque was dedicated in honor of the first class to be graduated from
the Academy in 1802. The class consisted of two men, Simon G. Levy and
Joseph G. Swift.

The final event of the national observance took the form of a Public As-
sembly on June 1, 1955, also at Carnegie Hall in New York. The principal
addresses were delivered by Sen. Herbert H. Lehman of New York and
former Gov. Adlai E. Stevenson of Illinois, speaking on "The Meaning of the
Tercentenary." "The Message of Judaism" was discussed by Dr. Nelson
Glueck, president of Hebrew Union College—Jewish Institute of Religion;
Dr. Louis Finkelstein, chancellor of the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America; and Dr. Samuel Belkin, president of Yeshiva University. Jacob
Blaustein, Rabbi Israel Goldstein, and Ambassador Abba Eban of Israel were
the other speakers. A musical program presented works by Jewish composers,
ranging from Sephardic melodies familiar to the seventeenth-century settlers
to a song by George Gershwin.
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Implications
There were, as we shall see, many other important gatherings and celebra-

tions in cities throughout the country, but inevitably those which attracted na-
tion-wide attention took place predominantly in New York City. The mobility
of American Jews had led them to settle throughout the United States, yet
it was still true, in the Tercentenary year, that New York remained a focal
point of American Jewish life. Reviewing these major public functions of the
celebration, it is apparent that they reflected some of the strengths and some
of the weaknesses of the Jewish community at this milestone in its history.

The two principal emphases in these gatherings were the religious and
the political. Despite the secularization of Jewish life in America, in a time
of celebration an essentially religious quality of "Jewishness" came to the
fore. At the same time, the political undertones of most of the addresses re-
flected the security felt by American Jews in their ability to participate in all
facets of national life, and their constant concern for the preservation of
democratic ideas.

The form of the celebrations was not consciously dictated by these con-
siderations. Yet there was an essential similarity in most of the gatherings,
national and local, massive and minor, which told much about the state of
mind of American Jews. Representatives of a few special groups or interests
felt that their viewpoints were not fully articulated at these gatherings, or
indeed in other of the Tercentenary Committee's activities. There were some
who felt that the celebrations did not pay enough attention to Israel, and
others who felt that they were too Zionistic. There were a few who called
for even greater emphasis on religious themes, and others who leaned toward
more secularization. Several of the Jewish labor groups felt that not enough
attention had been paid to Jewish labor, to the story of Jews from East Eu-
rope who had come to the United States since 1870, to the Yiddish language
and culture; and others believed that an occasion like this warranted only an
antiquarian approach, stressing the early period of Jewish settlement in
America. Some felt that the celebrations were "not Jewish enough," and
others that they were "too Jewish." In a sense, such cross-currents of advice
and criticism reflected the healthy fermentation of ideas in a community en-
joying a lively growth.

The fact was, however, that at a time when the Jewish community and
its leaders felt that they were on display before the world, they chose to
speak, first, in religious terms and, next, in terms of such political ideas as
civic responsibility, strengthening democracy, protecting individual liberty,
and expanding civil rights. Often this meant that the form of a Tercentenary
observance would be religious but that the content—the things that were
said—would be essentially political.

Local Celebrations

In at least 400 cities and towns, local Tercentenary committees had been
established, usually stimulated or sponsored by Jewish federations, welfare
funds, community councils, and community relations committees. Like the
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national committee, these local groups were generally cross-sectional in their
composition and sought to avoid controversy by concentrating on activities of
community-wide interest.

Most of the local groups obtained official sanction of municipal or state
governments. Hundreds of Tercentenary proclamations were issued by gov-
ernors, state legislatures, mayors, city councils, and other governmental bodies.
Typically, such proclamations followed the lines of the one issued by the
City of Santa Fe, N. M., in September, 1954, which read in part:

WHEREAS, the theme of the observance, Man's Opportunities and Re-
sponsibilities Under Freedom, provides a unique opportunity for all Amer-
icans to review and reevaluate their part in American life with a view to
strengthening their understanding of the American tradition of harmony
among all citizens; and

WHEREAS, throughout the history of the City of Santa Fe, Jews have
participated usefully and constructively in every facet of the life of our
community;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mayor of the City of
Santa Fe and the members of the City Council take official cognizance of
the American Jewish Tercentenary, and call upon all the citizens of the
City of Santa Fe to join in marking the period from September 27, 1954,
through October 27, 1954, with public ceremonies, and in all other ap-
propriate ways to take part in the observance of this great anniversary . . .

Armed with such official blessings, the local observances took on a tremen-
dous variety of forms. It would be impossible to record them all. The ex-
amples cited here have been selected to give an over-all idea of the local
celebrations throughout the country.

In Detroit the local Tercentenary committee arranged a remarkably com-
prehensive celebration. A six-month exhibit of materials showing Jewish
contributions to American and local life was shown at the Detroit Historical
Museum. A public dinner officially opened the celebration. At this gathering,
announcement was made of the establishment of the LaMed Professorship of
Jewish Studies at Wayne University, as a Tercentenary Year gift by Mr. and
Mrs. Louis LaMed. There were also exhibits at the Detroit Public Library,
the Detroit Art Institute, and in Detroit public schools. Other community
events included three pageants for children, a dramatic presentation by the
Jewish War Veterans, a pageant on Jewish women's contributions to America
sponsored by 100 organizations affiliated with the League of Jewish Women,
a series of lectures in local schools, a Yiddish public meeting, and sundry
Tercentenary programs conducted by more than 200 local Jewish organiza-
tions.

In New Jersey the observance was marked by special religious services in
congregations throughout the state, as well as by exhibits in local high schools
in Wildwood, a rally in Hudson County sponsored by 34 Jewish organizations,
and the naming of a street in Fair Lawn after one of the 23 original Jewish
settlers in New Amsterdam. In Newark, a Tercentenary dinner was addressed
by Dr. Salo W. Baron on "Jewish Communal Pioneering Under Freedom,"
and Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, president of Rutgers University, on "Man's
Opportunities and Responsibilities Under Freedom." Rutgers University
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itself, at a special Tercentenary convocation, awarded honorary degrees to
Professor Milton R. Konvitz and Michael A. Stavitsky. In Trenton, virtually
the entire community took part on May 15, 1955, in the presentation of Unto
This Day, an immensely successful Tercentenary pageant.

In Kansas City a mass celebration attracted more than 2,000 persons. Rep-
resentatives of all faiths attended the meeting, which also commemorated the
100th anniversary of Jewish settlement in the city.

In Washington, D.C., the local committee arranged a special Tercentenary
concert of the National Symphony Orchestra, as well as numerous research
projects, exhibits, lectures, forums, and other public events. Adas Israel Con-
gregation conducted a lecture series, a music festival, and a men's club meet-
ing attended by delegates from fifteen local churches. The Washington He-
brew Congregation dedicated its new temple as part of the Tercentenary
celebration.

The Chicago, 111., committee commissioned Ernst Toch, noted composer, to
write a special Tercentenary musical work. This committee carried out a pro-
gram of local activities of a widely varied nature. Outstanding among these
were the rededication service on October 3, 1954, at the United States Court-
house which now stands on the site of the first synagogue in Chicago, K.A.M.
Temple, and the lecture series on American Jewish community organization
at the Hebrew Theological College.

In Seattle, Wash., there were more than twenty-five Tercentenary affairs
held by individual organizations. On Thanksgiving Day, 1954, the oldest and
largest synagogue in the city was filled to capacity with a united religious
observance commemorating the Tercentenary. Every congregation and every
rabbi in the city joined in this ceremony, which was broadcast on a local
radio station. The Tercentenary banquet was held on December 28, 1954,
with Eric Johnston as principal speaker. The audience included a large num-
ber of leading non-Jewish citizens. On February 17, 1955, over 2,000 people
attended the Tercentenary concert of the Seattle Symphony Orchestra, with
Milton Katims conducting and Nathan Milstein as guest soloist.

In Philadelphia, Pa., a colorful and varied program of meetings, services
and exhibits marked the anniversary, including an important historical dis-
play at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, a display of "Biblical Paral-
lels" at the Rosenbach Foundation, and an exhibit of prints at the Print
Club. In Atlanta, Ga., a Tercentenary proclamation signed by every local
rabbi and by officials of the Jewish Community Council and its Tercentenary
committee was read in all synagogues on the eve of Rosh Hashanah; and a
portrait of Judah P. Benjamin, Confederate Secretary of State, was presented
to the city of Atlanta. In South Bend., Ind., a dinner sponsored by the Jew-
ish Community Council was attended by 250 civic, educational, and religious
leaders of all faiths. As part of the Tercentenary celebration in Denver, Colo.,
five of the nation's top medical and surgical authorities held a series of
special clinics in the city's leading hospitals. In Sacramento, Cal., a Tercen-
tenary historical exhibit was produced in the rotunda of the California State
Capitol. In Little Rock, Ark., Sen. J. William Fulbright addressed the Ar-
kansas Tercentenary dinner.

In Pittsburgh, Pa., a special pageant, Of All That's Gone Before, was
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produced as part of a Tercentenary program. In Wenham, Mass., the local
museum presented an exhibit picturing the way of life of the Jews. In
Toledo, Ohio, Justice William O. Douglas was the featured speaker at a
Tercentenary meeting attended by more than 1,000 people. In St. Louis, Mo.,
the Municipal Art Commission approved a Tercentenary flagpole and sculp-
tured-stone base to be placed at the entrance of Forest Park. In Providence,
R. I., Governor Dennis J. Roberts gave a Tercentenary reception and lunch-
eon at the State House for Jewish representatives of each community in
Rhode Island. The General Assembly of Rhode Island was the first legisla-
tive body to take official cognizance of the Tercentenary, an act in keeping
with the tradition of Roger Williams. And in Newport, R. I., a town closely
connected with the story of early American Jewry, the local celebrations were
touched off by ceremonies at Touro Synagogue marking the 164th anniversary
of George Washington's famous letter to the Newport congregation.

A colorful Tercentenary celebration, sponsored by the Boston, Mass., com-
mittee, was held at Symphony Hall. From October 14 through November 14,
1954, the Museum of Fine Arts presented a Tercentenary exhibit sponsored
by the American Jewish Historical Society. The exhibit included portraits of
distinguished American Jews by Gilbert Stuart and other early masters, rare
ritual and secular silver featuring the work of the Colonial silversmith Myer
Myers, and twentieth-century Jewish prints from the Museum's own collec-
tions.

The Los Angeles, Cal., committee carried on a varied program of activities,
including a dramatic cavalcade, a Bible exhibit, lecture series at various Jew-
ish Centers, public meetings, displays, and other events. In Phoenix, Ariz.,
there was a Tercentenary graphic arts exhibit in the Public Library, and the
local committee presented fifty books to the library. A banquet honored Ari-
zona's Jewish pioneers. The Jewish Community Center displayed works by
Jewish artists, and a pageant with a large cast and chorus reviewed the story
of American Jews.

In New York City a commemorative plaque and flagpole was dedicated at
the Battery on May 20, 1955, under the auspices of the New York State
Joint Legislative Committee. This committtee was established on June 10,
1954, by unanimous vote of the State Legislature. The monument stood in a
small, landscaped park, over which each day the American flag was now
raised in memory of the pioneers of 1654. At another official ceremony of a
permanent nature, a small street was named Asser Levy Place, commemorat-
ing the best-known of the original settlers.

The New York Public Library presented an extraordinary collection of
documents and books, including priceless illuminated works, with a special
catalogue, The People and the Book. The New York School of Social Work
of Columbia University held a Tercentenary conference on "Social Work and
the Jewish Community in the American Scene." The Hebrew Culture Coun-
cil of the Jewish Education Committee of New York, and the City's Board of
Education, jointly sponsored an essay contest in the senior and junior high
schools on the role of Jews in the development of America.

A series of lectures in recognition of the Tercentenary was given at New
York University on the theme, "Jewish Ideals in American Civilization," and
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the University also held a special Tercentenary convocation at which several
honorary degrees were awarded. The Metropolitan Museum of Art presented
an exhibit, "Art of the Hebrew Tradition," stressing the religious and
aesthetic heritage that Jews had brought to the United States. Congregation
Shearith Israel, oldest in the land, marked its own 300th anniversary with an
extensive program, including an exhibit, an essay contest, and a public din-
ner. The East Side Tercentenary Committee sponsored an outdoor rally in
May 1955 recalling the fruitful impact of Jewish life in this neighborhood
around the turn of the century.

Officially the City of New York recognized the anniversary in a variety of
ways, under the impetus of the Mayor's Committee for the American Jewish
Tercentenary. This group arranged for a special meeting of the City Council,
a series of programs on the municipal radio station, and the naming of a new
public school after Asser Levy.

Traveling Exhibits

Possibly the most impressive of the Tercentenary displays was the National
Historical Exhibit, which opened in New York on December 1, 1954, at the
Jewish Museum of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America with the
joint sponsorship of the national Tercentenary Committee. Entitled Under
Freedom, this display was a vivid and detailed visualization of the 300-year
story of American Jewish life. It filled three floors of the Museum, and it
encompassed the whole record, from rare items of the days of Peter Stuyvesant
to the achievements of modern welfare and health organizations in American
Jewish communities. This exhibit drew a record number of visitors in New
York City, and on May 8, 1955, it was moved in large part to the National
Collection of Fine Arts, a part of the Smithsonian Institution in Washington,
where it attracted a large attendance for the three weeks of its stay there.

Another exhibit of importance was that of Contemporary Fine Arts, which
displayed more than 100 paintings and sculptures by American artists of
Jewish background. It opened at the Riverside Museum in New York in Oc-
tober 1954, and later appeared at the Philadelphia Art Alliance, the Roches-
ter Memorial Art Gallery, the Dallas Museum of Fine Arts, the Tercentenary
Fine Arts Gallery in Chicago, the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Albright
Gallery in Buffalo, and the Corcoran Gallery in Washington.

William Schack, writing in the October 1955 issue of Commentary, de-
scribed this as "a group show of unusually sustained quality," and added:
"Not only were most of the older and invited guests represented by good
examples, but there were some thirty to forty meritorious pieces by artists
whose names are known only to the assiduous gallery-goers." The exhibit
made no effort to single out works with identifiable Jewish themes, but rather
to give an over-all impression of the richness and variety of creative impulses
among American Jews.

A smaller exhibit of graphic arts, consisting of original etchings, litho-
graphs, serigraphs, woodcuts and other items of American Jewish artists, was
shown in more than sixty cities. An exhibit of children's art inspired by
the anniversary celebration was organized by the Jewish Education Commit-
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tee of New York and sent around the country under the sponsorship of the
national Tercentenary Committee and the American Association for Jewish
Education. A series of elaborate and colorful historical panel displays, spon-
sored jointly by the national committee and the American Jewish Historical
Society, was exhibited in some twenty communities. A magnificent collection
of rare and distinctive work by Myer Myers, early American Jewish silver-
smith, was displayed at the Brooklyn Museum. And a local New York ex-
hibition of oil paintings and prints was held at the 92nd Street YM and
YWHA, called "Jewish Motifs by American Artists."

Music
The Tercentenary symphony, Ahavah, by David Diamond, was given its

world premiere on November 17, 1954, by the National Symphony Orchestra
in Washington. This symphonic eulogy was later performed by the Rochester
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Erich Leinsdorf. Another musical work
commissioned by the national committee, on a grant from the United Temple
Chorus, was the cantata, Until Day and Night Shall Cease, by the young com-
poser Harold Shapero. Many other works were composed for the anniversary,
including the Ernst Toch symphony commissioned by the Chicago commit-
tee; a choral poem, Heart of America, by Charles M. Segal and A. W. Binder,
and a choral work, New Birth of Freedom, by Gershon Ephros.

Tercentenary concerts of all kinds were a frequent feature of the anni-
versary celebrations. Programs by symphony orchestras or choral groups were
presented, notably in New York, Detroit, Mich., Philadelphia, Pa., Kansas
City, Mo., Hartford, Conn., Los Angeles, Cal., Seattle, Wash., and Phoenix,
Ariz. In Cleveland, Ohio, a Tercentenary concert featured the premiere
of an original cantata by Norman Corwin and Maurice Goldman.

One of the curious by-products of the musical celebrations was the question
raised as to the nature of American Jewish music. While some insisted that
Jewish music must be essentially of a religious or liturgical nature with per-
haps an admixture of Yiddish or even Israel folksongs, others felt that any
music written by American Jews was by simple heredity Jewish music. The
question was never resolved; and the audiences seemed to enjoy the music
when it was good, whether or not the programs adhered to some precon-
ceived notion.

The Press

The message of the Tercentenary reached its largest public, of course,
through the mass media of communication. Newspapers, magazines, radio and
television networks, all covered the occasion fully. Indeed, it is probably ac-
curate to say that most Americans were in one way or another reminded of
the historical fact that Jews had been a part of America for three centuries.
The daily press of the United States carried regular news stories, features,
editorials, pictures, and other items. The English-Jewish periodicals (many
of which published special Tercentenary editions), Yiddish press, foreign-
language newspapers, labor press, specialized publications of all kinds, de-
voted thousands of columns of copy to the Tercentenary.
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Of a more enduring nature were the books published as a result of the
observance. There were scholarly monographs exploring American Jewish
history, an area of research which had not previously attracted many his-
torians. Several books of more general interest were published, including
Adventure in Freedom, an interpretation of American Jewish history by
Oscar Handlin; The Jews in America, a detailed historical summary by Rufus
Learsi; Blessed Is The Land, a novel about the early Jewish settlers by Louis
Zara; Fascinating Facts About American Jewish History, by Charles M. Segal;
A Jewish Tourist's Guide to the United States, by Bernard Postal and Lionel
Koppman; Eventful Years and Experience, a collection of historical essays by
Dr. Bertram W. Korn, who also edited a new edition of the Carvalho journal
of Western exploration; Early American Jewry, a two-volume standard work
by Jacob R. Marcus; Jewish Adventures in America, by Emma Ehrlich Lev-
inger; the 1955 volume of the YIVO Annual of Jewish Social Science, edited
by Koppel S. Pinson; a large volume in the series entitled, "The Jewish Peo-
ple: Past and Present"; the 1955 Tercentenary edition of the AMERICAN JEW-
ISH YEAR BOOK (Vol. 56); and An Old Faith in the New World, by David and
Tamar de Sola Pool, relating the three-century story of Congregation Shearith
Israel.

In addition, a number of essentially utilitarian publications were issued
during the observance by the national Tercentenary Committee itself. These
included summaries of the historical background and meaning of the ob-
servance, reading lists, guides and manuals for local committees, reprints of
important speeches, lists of program materials, posters, dramatic scripts, list-
ings of speakers, exhibit catalogs, and guides for activities, such as the writing
of local histories, production of pageants, musical programs, and the like. In
all, the national committee distributed nearly half a million copies of its
printed materials. These were supplemented by great numbers of pamphlets,
brochures, guides, program books, manuals and reprints issued by national
Jewish organizations as part of their contribution to the celebration.

Radio and Television

Through special dramatizations, on-the-spot news coverage, rebroadcasts
and telecasts of the principal ceremonies, forum discussions, interview and
"guest" programs, concerts, and other formats, radio and television brought
the story of Jewish participation in American life to the eyes and ears of
millions.

Two television series of half-hour dramatic programs by Morton Wishen-
grad, dealing with Tercentenary themes, had an especially wide audience.
The first group of plays, under the title, "A Precious Heritage," was pre-
sented on the Columbia Broadcasting System network in September, 1954.
Three of the programs dealt with themes from American history, and the
fourth had a modern setting. They were sponsored by the national Tercen-
tenary Committee, with assistance from Congregation Shearith Israel, the
Jewish Labor Committee, and the Workmen's Circle. The second television
series, sponsored by the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, was tele-
cast over the National Broadcasting Company network in November, 1954.
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Among other major Tercentenary television programs were the "Mid-Day
Chapel" series of interviews conducted by leading rabbis on the DuMont
network in September, 1954; the broadcast of President Eisenhower's address
at the Tercentenary dinner, October 20, 1954; two programs of The New
York Times Youth Forum; and Tercentenary "salutes" on a number of the
leading commercial programs. On Thanksgiving Day, 1954, on the National
Broadcasting Company's television network, the national Tercentenary Com-
mittee sponsored a dramatic and musical production, The Ballad of Jacob
Stein. During Passover, 1955, another television program, Night of Vigil, was
presented over the Columbia Broadcasting System network by the American
Jewish Committee, picturing vividly the first Passover held on American
soil.

Radio network coverage was equally broad. Among the highlights were the
broadcasts of the Hollywood Bowl Tercentenary concert, August 1954; of the
Newport ceremonies, August 1954; of the Tercentenary Reconsecration Serv-
ice at Congregation Shearith Israel in New York, September 12, 1954; of
President Eisenhower's address at the Tercentenary dinner, October 20, 1954;
of Rear Admiral Lewis L. Strauss's address at the Tercentenary celebration
of the Washington Hebrew Congregation, January 1955; of the Seattle Ter-
centenary concert, February 1955; of the West Point ceremonies, March 6,
1955; of President Eisenhower's address at the dedication of the new temple
of the Washington Hebrew Congregation, May 1955; and of Senator Lehman
and Governor Stevenson speaking at the closing Public Assembly, June 1,
1955. Supplementing these network programs were many hundreds of local
broadcasts heard by millions of persons.

Tercentenary Medal

The national committee issued a medal commemorating the American
Jewish Tercentenary. This medal, already a collector's item, was designed by
Nancy Dryfoos, chairman of the Tercentenary Fine Arts Committee. It de-
picted a father, mother and child against a background map of the United
States, surrounded by the words of the Tercentenary theme. On the obverse
side was the official seal of the Tercentenary, a symbolic blending of the tradi-
tional Jewish Menorah and the traditional American Stars and Stripes. The
dates of the observance, according to the Jewish calendar, appeared in He-
brew on the reverse side.

Cooperation of National Organizations

From the inception of the Tercentenary idea, the important Jewish or-
ganizations gave their cooperation to the national committee. Among the
first to come forward was the National Council of Jewish Women, whose
national board late in 1952 urged its 245 local sections to participate fully
in the celebration.

By the fall of 1954 every major Jewish organization had arranged to take
part in the observance, whether by contributing funds, passing of resolutions,
appointing Tercentenary committees, issuing manuals, distributing materials,
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irranging meetings or conferences, or the like. Among mass membership
>rganizations, such as B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish Committee, the
American Jewish Congress, the Jewish War Veterans, and many others, local
ections and chapters were encouraged to work closely with the local Tercen-
enary committees. The scope and variety of the organizational activities are
iuggested by this partial listing:

The American Association for Jewish Education published a 250-page
iyllabus for teachers in Jewish schools, The Jew in America.

The American Jewish Archives prepared The Story of Haym Salomon, a
ilmstrip accompanied by detailed lecture notes; published a pamphlet, How
!o Write the History of an American Jewish Community, by Jacob R. Mar-
:us; and prepared three volumes of memoirs of early American Jews. Two
special issues of the institution's publication were dedicated to the Tercen-
tenary.

The American Jewish Committee, which had served as midwife in bringing
the national Tercentenary Committee into being, conducted a number of
Tercentenary activities. Outstanding was the dedication of its banquet, dur-
ing its 1955 annual meeting, to the Tercentenary theme.

The American Jewish Historical Society conducted an essay contest among
college students on American Jewish history. With the national Tercentenary
Committee, it co-sponsored an Office of Historical Information providing
factual material in connection with the observance. It sponsored American
Jewish History Week in both 1954 and 1955 as part of the celebrations. On
September 13 and 14, 1954, it arranged a special conference in Peekskill,
N. Y., at which outstanding historians discussed the writing of American
Jewish history.

Leading veterans groups and counselors on veterans' affairs—including the
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, B'nai B'rith lodges, the Association
of Jewish Chaplains, the American Jewish Committee, the Jewish War Vet-
erans of the United States, and the National Jewish Welfare Board—joined
under the aegis of the Tercentenary committee on military participation to
promote Tercentenary programs. The Association of Jewish Chaplains, in
cooperation with the Commission on Jewish Chaplaincy, was in touch with
some 2,500 rabbis in encouraging sermons on February 4 and 5, 1955, touch-
ing on the story of the Four Chaplains and the contributions of Jewish
rabbis to the American military chaplaincy. Articles on the Tercentenary
were published in chapel Bulletins for military congregations in the United
States and overseas. A Torah convocation, with the Tercentenary as its theme,
was held at Fort Dix, N. J., in March, 1955, with 3,000 attending. The Jewish
War Veterans presented a historical pageant at its annual convention, depict-
ing Jewish participation in the wars of the United States. The Armed Services
Division of the National Jewish Welfare Board issued a Tercententary bul-
letin to nearly 300 local committees and field staff, suggesting local programs
for observance of the anniversary; and another special bulletin outlined a
program for JWB-Armed Services Tercentenary Week, May 14 to 21, 1955.

B'nai B'rith mobilized all its departments and agencies for a variety of Ter-
centenary projects, including a nation-wide search for historical source mate-
rials on American Jewish history, which was launched in the spring of 1954.
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A Tercentenary Program Guide recommended activities for community groups,
especially B'nai B'rith lodges. In November 1954 ground-breaking ceremonies
for the new B'nai B'rith building and exhibit hall in Washington were held
on the occasion of the Tercentenary. B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundations on cam-
puses across the country gave impetus to Tercentenary activities among col-
lege students.

The Conference on Jewish Relations held a national conference of social
scientists on the occasion of the Tercentenary, with discussions centered
around sociological subjects relating to the 300th anniversary.

The Jewish Agricultural Society published a special Tercentenary report on
the history of farming by Jews in the United States.

Jewish Book Month, 1954, sponsored by the Jewish Book Council of Amer-
ica, made the Tercentenary its major theme, and the council distributed a
number of printed items relating to the anniversary.

World Over magazine, published by the Jewish Education Committee of
New York, co-sponsored with the national Tercentenary Committee an essay
contest on My Place in My Community, for school children from nine to four-
teen years old. The magazine devoted much space, over a period of two years,
to Tercentenary features of an exceptionally high quality. In addition, the
Jewish Education Committee issued a number of Tercentenary publications,
including Emerging Cultural Patterns in American Jewish Life, by Abraham
G. Duker, with an accompanying leader's discussion guide by Abraham Siegal;
an annotated index, Books on American Jewish Life, by Harold U. Ribalow;
study units for grades four to six, Story of the Jews in the United States, by
Deborah Pessin; an album of eight portraits, Builders of American Jewry, by
Israel Friedlander; a filmstrip, The Story of the Jews in America, by Anita
Libman Lebeson; and various dramatic scripts for school and club production.

The National Community Relations Advisory Council emphasized commu-
nity and organizational participation in the Tercentenary in its Joint Pro-
gram Plan for 1954, and detailed methods of creating significant interreligious
activities and other types of programs.

The eleventh annual Jewish Music Festival, coordinated by the National
Jewish Music Council, celebrated across the country from February 5 to
March 5, 1955, made the Tercentenary its major theme. The Music Council
arranged many concerts during this period, and established a special refer-
ence library of vocal, choral, and instrumental music for the Tercentenary,
including the works listed in its bibliography, Music for the Tercentenary.

Jewish Youth Week was observed in March 1955 by youth groups and
young adult councils under the guidance of the National Jewish Youth Con-
ference, with the theme, "Tomorrow's Leaders Appraise 300 Years of Jewish
Life in America." Plans for this activity were worked out at an assembly in
September 1954, at Cejwin Camps, Port Jervis, N. Y.

The Synagogue Council of America prepared a special Tercentenary Serv-
ice for use by Jewish congregations and organizations during the Tercentenary
year. It also assisted the national Tercentenary Committee in arranging for
the observance of the Tercentenary Sabbath, November 27, 1954, which was
marked in more than 500 synagogues throughout the country.

The Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) produced a
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varied group of Tercentenary materials, including filmstrips with recorded
narration, plays, a teacher's guide, essays, books, and a picture book, The
Jews Settle in New Amsterdam. It issued a Guidebook for use by Reform
congregations celebrating the anniversary. Tercentenary aids were also pre-
pared by the National Federations of Temple Sisterhoods, Brotherhoods, and
Youth, adjuncts of the UAHC.

The Yiddish Scientific Institute—YIVO announced plans for publication
of a four-volume History of the Jewish Labor Movement in the United States.
This institution was to be the permanent repository of the Tercentenary
Committee's archives, which contained important materials for scholarly re-
search in the history and sociology of the community. Classification and cata-
loguing of the collection was to begin in the near future.

Recognition From Other Faiths

Months before the launching of the observance, official greetings were of-
fered by Bishop William C. Martin, president of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in America, and the Most Reverend Karl J. Alter, Arch-
bishop of Cincinnati, and chairman of the administrative board of the Na-
tional Catholic Welfare Conference. Their action was followed by close
cooperation with Jewish community groups by leading Protestant and Cath-
olic church leaders and groups. Tercentenary ceremonies were arranged by
many churches during the observance, notably at the Presbyterian Labor
Temple in New York's East Side, and at St. Marks-in-the-Bowerie, where
Peter Stuyvesant was buried. The religious press devoted a great deal of favor-
able attention to the anniversary.

Overseas Interest

From communities in all parts of the world came cables, letters and state-
ments, among others from Rene Cassin, president of the Alliance Israelite
Universelle in Paris; Leonhard Baer of the Landeverband der Juedischen
Gemeinden Rheinland Pflalz in Coblentz, Germany; Rabbi Israel Porush,
Chief Minister of the Great Synagogue and president of the Association of
Jewish Ministers in Sydney, Australia; the Board of Deputies of British Jews
(which was to celebrate the 300th anniversary of Jewish resettlement in Great
Britain in 1956), and the Actions Committee of the World Zionist Organiza-
tion, meeting in Jerusalem, Israel.

In April 1955 the World Jewish Congress assembled tributes from Jewish
organizations in fifty-seven countries, and presented them at a ceremony. The
greetings came from India, Finland, Rhodesia, Japan, Ecuador, and Aden,
among other places. They included an epic poem by the venerable French
man of letters, Edmond Fleg.

In Argentina, France, Israel, Curacao, and in many other parts of the
world, special meetings or other functions were held, on local initiative, to
honor American Jews on their anniversary.

Meantime, the international significance of the observance was brought to
the attention of people overseas by the United States Information Agency.
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A comprehensive American Jewish Tercentenary Packet of articles, profiles,
newsbriefs, photographs, booklets, pamphlets, programs, and other materials
was sent by the United States government to seventy-seven foreign countries
for press distribution.

Documentary History

From the outset, the national Tercentenary Committee was determined
that a lasting scholarly memorial of the anniversary must be left to future
generations. A committee on research and publications, composed of out-
standing scholars and headed by Prof. Salo W. Baron of Columbia University,
proposed that a ten-volume Documentary History of American Jews should
be produced. This monumental work would bring together for the first time,
in an orderly way, available documents about every facet of Jewish life in
the United States, from the earliest days of colonization up to the present
time, with the necessary background information and interpretation. Without
such a compilation it was virtually impossible to conceive of an adequate
ultimate interpretation of the rich, complex, and often unique role that Jews
had played in the making of America.

The plan called for nine textual volumes and a one-volume index and
annotated bibliography. The work, which began in 1954, was under the
personal direction of Prof. Baron as editor-in-chief. Volumes II and IV had
been completed in manuscript form, edited respectively by Prof. Joseph L.
Blau of Columbia and Prof. Hyman Grinstein of Yeshiva University.

Impact of the Tercentenary

What did the observance accomplish?
Clearly it made an impression on the general public, with its reminder that

Jews had been a part of the nation from the earliest Colonial days. It pro-
vided, too, a sense of the stability and the dignity of the American Jewish
community, and of the importance of the Jewish participation in American
life.

To American Jews the Tercentenary may have given a new degree of self-
confidence. After some twenty years of vicarious but nonetheless deeply felt
experience, first with the Hitler terror and later with the struggle for estab-
lishment of a new state to which dispossessed Jews could migrate from all
parts of the world, the time had come for American Jews to reassess their
own place in the American community.

It was important to recognize the vitality and value of their past in the
United States. It was gratifying to hear the expressions of respect from fellow-
citizens of other faiths. And it was helpful to consider the prospects for the
future. These intangibles were quite possibly the most substantial result of
the greatest mass observance ever conducted by American Jews in their 300-
year history.

DAVID BERNSTEIN



Socio-Economic Data

JEWISH POPULATION OF THE
UNITED STATES, 1955

ri-iHE JEWISH population of the United States approximated 5,000,000 in
X the summer of 1955. Two major sources formed the basis for this esti-

mate: 1. a survey of 740 communities with known Jewish population; and 2.
an estimate for New York City proper based upon ancillary data derived
from the Health Insurance Plan study of 1952. Consideration was given also
to those communities with extremely small Jewish populations overlooked
in source 1 above. Individual estimates for those communities having 100
or more Jews are contained in Table 1 of the Appendix to this article. This
marks the fifth listing since the pioneer compilation published in the
AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK, 1949 (Vol. 50). The estimate for 1954 (re-
ported in Volume 56 of the AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK) listed the Jewish
population for that year as "slightly over the 5,000,000 mark." The higher
estimates for the Jewish populations of communities outside of New York
City, particularly marked in the suburban areas of that city, were more than
offset by the lower estimates for New York City and for Chicago.

Method of Operation

The estimates listed in Table 1 of the Appendix to this article (excepting
the one for New York City, for whose description see below) were secured
during the summer of 1955 by the following methods.

1. The 214 member agencies of the Council of Jewish Federations and
Welfare Funds (CJFWF) located in the United States were asked: a. What
is your current 1955 estimate?; b. What method has been employed to arrive
at this figure?; and c. Is a survey of Jewish population in your community
contemplated in the near future?

2. Estimates for those communities which were not members of the CJFWF,
or which did not respond to the questionnaire, were secured from the files
of the national United Jewish Appeal (UJA). These files were particularly
helpful in obtaining estimates for the smaller Jewish communities.

3. Estimates of the number of Jewish families for the communities in the
four counties comprising the main suburban areas of New York City (West-
chester, Nassau, and Suffolk, N. Y., and Bergen, N. J.) were obtained through
direct questionnaire. The author then converted the family estimates into
estimates of the total number of Jews in each community.

119
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Suburban New York City Survey

Estimates for Jewish communities in the Greater New York City area were
again solicited from heads of existing community organizations, e.g., rabbis
and center executives. Special attention was paid to the geographical areas
covered, and these are indicated where necessary in footnotes to the indi-
vidual estimates carried in the Appendix. Only two communities of those
surveyed reported that there had been a "factual" survey to establish the
number of unaffiliated Jewish families in their communities. The current
estimate continues in the main, therefore, to be based upon organizational
listings, with a more-or-less "expert" guess at the number of unaffiliated
families.

Suburban respondents were also asked: "Do you think that in order to
arrive at an estimate of the total number of individuals [in respondent's
community] it would be more accurate to multiply the number of house-
holds by an average household size of 5.5 persons instead of the previously
used household average of 3.1 persons?" Twice as many respondents replied
in the affirmative as the negative. In the light of this, and because other
data on general suburban development bore out the affirmative viewpoint,
in estimating the number of Jews in these New York City suburbs the num-
ber of families was multiplied by an average household size of 3.5, instead of
3.1, which had been used in 1953 and 1954. As a group, these estimates are
relatively weaker than those made for other communities, for several rea-
sons. First, as a rule, there was no one central organization which spoke for
the community as a whole. Second, many of the suburban estimates tended
to represent the thinking of one individual, rather than that of a group or
organization. As a result, change in personnel was directly reflected in a
change of estimate. Third, most of these communities lacked any fund-
raising structure, so that Jews who were unaffiliated were less likely to be
on any community listing. Fourth, all the above limitations on accurate
population forecasting were accentuated by the rapid in-migration that these
communities were experiencing.

New York City Estimate

Any estimate of the Jewish population attempted for the United States
as a whole is greatly affected by the figures for New York City, where
roughly 40 per cent of the nation's Jews reside. Unfortunately, the very
size of New York's Jewish population has inhibited any thorough popula-
tion study. The article appearing in the last volume of the AMERICAN JEWISH
YEAR BOOK carried 2,294,000 as the estimate for New York City. This esti-
mate was based upon the Yom Kippur technique: an estimate of the num-
ber of Jewish school children taken from an unpublished study by the Jewish
Education Committee of New York was multiplied by a figure representing
the ratio of all children of similar age to that of the total New York popula-
tion, as recorded in the 1950 census.

The decision of the Health Insurance Plan of Greater New York (HIP)
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to undertake a health survey in the course of which religious affiliation would
be ascertained opened the way for a more reliable estimate of New York's
Jewish population. The survey was conducted in 1952 and reached 4,190
households (institutions and quasi-institutions were excluded) and 13,558
persons. The households were selected as part of a mathematically defined
sample, thus making it possible to compute the range of error for the major
characteristics sought. Estimates of the Jewish population of New York based
upon this HIP study were prepared as part of a study of child care needs
by the New York Federation of Jewish Philanthropies.1 These estimates were
first based upon the HIP findings for 1952 and were then corrected to 1955.
Estimates of the in- and out-migration movements of the white (exclusive
of Puerto Rican) population, the Puerto Rican population, and the Negro
population, as well as estimates of the Jewish population's natural rate of
increase, were all employed to bring the estimates forward to 1955. The data
presented in Table 1 below show that the Jewish population in New York
City has been declining. With immigration from Europe cut to a trickle,
and the movement to the suburbs consisting largely of families in the most
fertile age groups, there is every indication that this trend will continue
in the immediately foreseeable future. It is necessary to point out that New
York City's Jewish population still comprises an estimated 40 per cent of
United States Jewry. The original estimates for New York City based upon
the Yom Kippur technique are shown in Table 1, together with the 1952
and the 1955 estimates based upon the HIP findings.

All but one of the borough estimates derived from the Yom Kippur tech-
nique were relatively close in absolute numbers to the 1952 estimates derived
from the HIP study. The exception was Brooklyn, where the revised esti-
mate was 137,000 under the original one. The shift between 1952 and 1955
reveals that the over-all loss in the New York City Jewish population would
have been even greater had not part of the suburban shift been toward
newly developed areas of Queens. That borough was the only one to show
an increase in the Jewish population amounting to an estimated 70,000.

TABLE 1

ESTIMATES OF JEWISH POPULATION IN NEW YORK CITY,
1952, 1955, BY BOROUGH

New York City
Manhattan
Bronx
Brooklyn
Queens
Richmond

Yom Kippur Estimate
1952

2,294,000
346,000
556,000

1,077,000
307,000

8,000

Estimate Based Upon HIP Data

1952

2,130,000
350,000
525,000
940,000
305,000

10,000

1955

2,050,000
320,000
475,000
870,000
375,000

10,000

1 The section on population trends was prepared by Henry Cohen.
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SOME DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW YORK CITY JEWS

The 1952 HIP survey revealed that households whose heads were Jewish
amounted to 26.4 per cent of all households, and 29.6 per cent of all white
households. The percentages for Jewish and non-Jewish households, grouped
by major age divisions, are indicated in Table 2. The distribution shown in
Table 2 is in conformity with experience in other communities where
studies of Jewish populations have been undertaken. The Jewish popula-
tion in New York City was shown to be an older one, the proportion of
young people, especially those under fifteen, being smaller than in the gen-
eral white population. The HIP data revealed also that the Protestant white
group had an even "older" population structure than the Jews; Jews were
most different from Catholics in respect to age distributions. (It should be
noted that college students away from home and those in military service
were excluded from this survey, so that the proportions in the fifteen-to-
forty-four age groupings for all religious groupings were smaller than would
be the case if these individuals had been included.) A corollary of the above
findings is the data which reveal that Jews constitute almost one-third of all
whites over sixty-four in New York City, but only 27 per cent of the age
grouping under fifteen. Because the movement to the suburbs is a selective
one in terms of age groups, we can assert that the proportion of New York
City's Jewish population which is under fifteen has decreased since 1952, and
the proportion of those sixty-five and over has increased. Further data from
the HIP study revealed that the average size of the Jewish household was
smaller than that of the average white non-Jewish household. Data on educa-
tional and occupational levels also indicated conformity with what had been
observed in studies of Jewish populations in other large communities. The
details on the socio-cultural characteristics of the Jewish population of New
York City must await the publication of the full HIP report, expected some
time in 1956.

TABLE 2

PROPORTIONS OF JEWISH AND NON-JEWISH (WHITE)
POPULATION IN NEW YORK CITY BY MAJOR AGE

DIVISIONS, 1952a

Non- Jews
Jews (White)

Age (Per Cent) (Per Cent)

Under 15 23.0 25 9
15-44 40.6 43 3
45-64 24.9 21.5
65 and Over 7.6 6.7
Not Reported 3.9 2.6

TOTAL 100.0 100.0
a Source: Derived from Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly, April 1955

"The Religio-Cultural Background of New York City's Population " bv
Neva R. Deardorff. '
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Revision of Community Estimates in the Appendix

The bulk of the 740 estimates carried in the Appendix remained at the
same figure as last year. Of these estimates, 128 (17 per cent o£ the list) are
higher, and 40 (5 per cent) lower than in Volume 56. The total of all the
decreases in estimate is minimal (9,000), except for Chicago. That city asked
Philip Hauser, formerly of the United States Census Bureau and now with
the University of Chicago, to undertake a check of its Jewish population.
Hauser arrived at an estimate of 262,000, in place of the previous estimate of
350,000. The only other major shifts downwards in Jewish population took
place in Atlantic City (with a drop of 2,500) and Paterson (with a drop of
2,000). The total decreases including Chicago amounted to approximately
97,000. Increases in estimates for communities listed in Volume 56 totaled
roughly 58,700. The major changes were in White Plains, N. Y., Miami, Fla.,
Oakland, Cal., Bridgeport, Conn., Kansas City and St. Louis, Mo., and Las
Vegas, Nev. Some of the New York City suburban listings were also higher,
partially because a higher average family size was used to translate family
estimates into individual estimates. Further, a few additional communities
were included in the present Appendix which were not listed in Volume 56.
The most important of these were Yonkers, N. Y., (23,000) and the North
Hudson County (N. J.) area (8,000).

State Estimates

The listings in Table 3 give estimates of the Jewish population by states,
and the proportion of the Jewish state population to the total state popu-
lation. These estimates are very approximate. Certain of the entries in the
Appendix are duplicates, i.e., a smaller community is listed separately and
also in the figures for an adjacent larger community. In some cases the
estimate for a community is for an area which runs over state boundaries.
There may also be some understatement of the Jewish population for those
states where the Jewish population is shown to be exceptionally sparse.
Despite these limitations of individual estimates, they may be helpful in
showing the relative proportions of the Jewish population throughout tht
United States.
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TABLE 3

JEWISH POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES BY STATES,
ABSOLUTE AND PROPORTIONATE

State
Estimated

Jewish
Population

9,000
11,250
2,800

430,500
17,250

93,250
6,750

40,000
84,000
19,000

750
280,000

22,000
9,750
1,750

10,500
14,500
7,500

91,000
204,500

83,750
38,000
3,250

79,250
500

8,000
3,000
4,000

280,000
1,500

2,400,000
7,000
1,000

153,000
4,750

7,250
355,500

23,250
5,000

500

Total
Population

(1954)*

3,121,000
993,000

1,910,000
12,554,000
1,456,000

2,219,000
367,000
861,000

3,524,000
3,660,000

615,000
9,165,000
4,209,000
2,638,000
2,016,000

2,995,000
2,924,000

930,000
2,602,000
4,954,000

7,024,000
3,103,000
2,204,000
4,154,000

628,000

1,366,000
218,000
532,000

5,250,000
781,000

15,433,000
4,250,000

636,000
8,554,000
2,268,000

1,639,000
10,779,000

824,000
2,238,000

667,000

Estimated
Jewish

Per Cent
of Total

0.29
1.13
0.15
3.43
1.18

4.20
1.84
4.64
2.38
0.52

0.12
3.06
0.52
0.37
0.09

0.35
0.50
0.81
3.50
4.13

1.19
1.22
0.15
1.91
0.08

0.58
1.38
0.75
5.33
0.19

15.55
0.16
0.16
1.79
0.21

0.44
3.30
2.82
0.22
0.07

Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado

Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia

Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas

Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico

New York
North Carolina. . . .
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma

Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina. . . .
South Dakota
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TABLE 3

JEWISH POPULATION IN THE UNITED STATES BY STATES,
ABSOLUTE AND PROPORTIONATE—Continued
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State
Estimated

Jewish
Population

15,000
52,500

1,750
1,750

32,250

11,500
6,000

38,000
750

Total
Population

(1954Y

3,362,000
8,468,000

757,000
385,000

3,588,000

2,540,000
1,947,000
3,578,000

312,000

Estimated
Jewish
Pet Cent
of Total

0.45
0.62
0.23
0.45
0.90

0.45
0.31
1.06
0.24

Tennessee. . .
Texas
Utah
Vermont. . . .
Virginia

Washington. .
West Virginia
Wisconsin. . .
Wyoming. . . .

•Source: Provisional Estimates of the Population of States, July 1, 1954, Current Population Reports,
Series P-25, No. 108, Bureau of the Census. Total population includes armed forces in states but excludes
overseas forces as well as those in dependencies.
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APPENDIX

TABLE 1

COMMUNITIES WITH JEWISH POPULATIONS OF 100 OR MORE (ESTIMATED)

Stale and City
Jewish

Population

ALABAMA
Anniston 140
Bessemer 126
Birmingham 4,150
Dothan 140
Gadsden 196
Huntsville 100
Jasper 125
Mobile 1,750
Montgomery 1,500
Selma 210
Tuscaloosa

ARIZONA
Phoenix
Tucson

ARKANSAS
Blytheville
Ft. Smith
Helena
Hot Springs
Little Rock
Pine Bluff

CALIFORNIA
Alhambra
Alameda and Contra

Costa Counties*.. .
Bakersfield
Belvedere
El Monte
Elsinore
Fontana
Fresno
Long Beach

240

6,000
5,000

100
259
204
525

1,000
275

16,000
1,085

450
140

1,400
7,000

Jewish
Slate and City Population

Los Angeles 325,000
Modesto 267
Oakland* 12,000
Ontario-Pomona.... 600
Palm Springs 500
Pasadena 1,800
Petaluma 600
Redondo Beach *
Riverside 224
Sacramento 4,000
Salinas 300
San Bernardino 1,146
San Diego 6,000
San Francisco 51,000
San Jose 2,000
San Pedro 450
Santa Ana 400
Santa Barbara 400
Santa Cruz 140
Santa Maria0 147
Santa Monica 8,000
Santa Rosa 160
Stockton 1,300
Tulare1* 146
Vallejo 400
Ventura County. . . . 400

COLORADO
Colorado Springs.. . . 400
Denver 16,000
Greeley 113
Pueblo 500

State and City
Bristol
Colchester.
Danbury. .
Banielson. . .

Jewish
Population

250
600

1,500
120

CONNECTICUT
Ansonia. . . .
Bridgeport. .

700
14,000

Derby-Shelton 340
Greenwich 875
Hartford 26,000
Lebanon 140
Lower Middlesex

County 150
Manchester 700
Meriden 1,200
Middletown 1,000
Milford 800
Moodus 262
New Britain 3,000
New Canaan 110
New Haven 20,000
New London 3,000
Newtown 192
Norwalk 3,000
Norwich 2,200
Putnam 120
Rockville 415
Stamford 5,500
Torrington 360
Wallingford 300
Waterbury 5,000
Westport 260
Willimantic 425
Winsted 137
Woodmont 250

DELAWARE

Wilmington 6,500

* Estimates in earlier listings were from information derived in 1950 and earlier. Because the author has
Dot been able to secure more up-to-date information, no estimate is presented in this issue, although it is
assumed that the Jewish population remains over 100.

§ This suburban community is presumed to have more than 100 Jews. No estimate was received in time
for inclusion in this listing.

a Incl. 28 communities, the
largest of which, Oakland, is
listed separately.

b Incl. Piedmont, San Lean-
dro, Emeryville.

0 Incl. San Luis Obispo.
d Incl. other communities in

Kings County.
0 Incl. Alexandria and Ar-

lington, Va., and contiguous areas
in Maryland.

' Incl. Cliffside, Fairview,
Ridgefield.

H In addition to Newark, which
is listed separately, the following
communities with an estimated
population of 30,000 are in-
cluded : Arlington, Belleville,
Bloomfield, Caldwell, Clinton
Hill, East Orange, Glen Ridge,
Harrison, Hillside, Ironbound,
Irvington, Kearney, Livingston,
Maplewood, • Montclair, North
Arlington, North Newark, Nut-
ley, Orange, Pleasantdale, Rose-

ville, Seth Boyden, South Orange,
Vailsburg, Verona, Weequahic,
West Orange, West Caldwell.

b Incl. Clayton, Paulsboro,
Pitman, Swedesboro, Williams-
town, Wood bury, Mt. Royal,
Mullicia Hill, Westville.

* Incl. Woodcliff, Union City,
Weehawken, West New York,
North Bergen, Guttenberg, Se-
caucus, Hudson Heights.

' Incl. Leonia and Ridgefield.
k Incl. Smithtown, Bright-

waters, Islip, East Islip, Islip
Terrace, Central Islip, West
Islip.

' Incl. Tuckahoe and unin-
corporated Eastchester.

m Incl. Hewlett, Woodmere,
Lawrence, Inwood (Five Towns).

n Incl. Locust Valley, Oyster
Bay, Glen Head, Sea Cliff, Glen-
wood Landing, Lattingtown.

° Incl. various small villages
included in Greater Great Neck,

e.g., Thomeston, Russell Gar-
dens, Kensington, Great Neck
Estates, Harbor Hills, Saddle
Rock, Kenilworth, University
Gardens.

P Incl. West and East Hemp-
stead.

o Incl. Mamaroneck.
r Incl. North Merrick.
8 Incl. Sayville, Bellport, Bay-

port.
* Incl. Lake Mohegan, Mont-

rose.
u Incl. Manhasset, Sands

Point, Plandome.
* Incl. Roslyn Heights, Alber-

son, East Hills, East Williston,
Roslyn Estates, Manhasset (Sec-
tion), Sea Cliff, Glen Head,
Brookville.

wind. Seaford, North Bel-
more, South Levittown.

* Incl. Scarsdale, Harrison,
Hartsdale, Elmsford.
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TABLE 1 (Continued)

COMMUNITIES WITH JEWISH POPULATIONS OF 100 OR MORE (ESTIMATED)

State and City
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Greater Washington6.

FLORIDA
Clearwater
Daytona Beach
Ft. Lauderdale
Gainesville
Hollywood
Jacksonville
Key West
Lakeland
Miami
Orlando
Pensacola
Sarasota
St. Augustine
St. Petersburg
Tallahssee
Tampaa
Palm Beach County..

GEORGIA
Albany
Atlanta
Augusta
Brunswick
Columbus
Dalton
Macon
Savannah
Valdosta

Jewish
Population

60,000

IDAHO
Boise.

ILLINOIS
Alton
Aurora
Belleville
Benton
Bloomington
Champaign
Chicago
Chicago Heights. . . .
Danville
Decatur
East St. Louis (incl.

in So. Illinois)
Elgin
GaJcsburg
Harvey-Blue Island.
Joliet
Kankakee
Mattoon
Park Forest
Peoria
Quincy
Rockford
Rock Island
Southern Illinois. . . .
Springfield
Waukegan

INDIANA
Anderson
East Chicago
Indiana Harbor
Elkhart
Evansville
Ft. Wayne
Gary
Hammond

170
700
560
148

2,500
4,300
120
300

65,000
1,000
800
450
205

2,300
140

2,600
2,300

400
11,500

800
108

1,000
102
800

3,150
240

120

400

150
410

262,000
400
258
343

480
158
155
604
270
125

1,400
2,000
175
800

2,000
3,000
1,250
1,000

100
400
600
150

1,450
1,200
3,000
1,200

State and City
Indianapolis
Lafayette
Marion
Michigan City
Muncie
Richmond
Shelbyville
South Bend
Terre Haute
Vincennes
Whiting

Jewish
Population

8,000
425
156
320
225
108
150

2,500
875
114
225

IOWA
Cedar Rapids
Council Bluffs
Davenport
Des Moines
Dubuque
Fort Dodge
Iowa City
Marshalltown
Mason City
Muscatine
Ottumwa
Sioux City
Waterloo

KANSAS
Leavenworth.
Topeka
Wichita

KENTUCKY
Ashland
Lexington
Harlan Zone. .
Henderson. . . .
Hopkinsvilie...
Louisville. . . .
Owensboro...
Paducah

LOUISIANA
Alexandria
Baton Rouge
Crowley
Lafayette
Lake Charles
Monroe
New Iberia
New Orleans
Shreveport

State and City
Havre de Grace... .
Pocomoke City. . . .
St. Mary's County.
Salisbury

MAINE
Aroostock County.
Augusta
Bangor
Bath
Biddeford-Saco. . .
Calais
Lewiston-Auburn..
Pittsfield
Portland
Rockland
Waterville

420
450
850

3,500
308
116
125
222
210
157
210

2,284
450

115
200

1,000

175
1,000
195
140
122

8,250
125
150

390
750
311
194
100
900
104

9,200
2,300

120
100

1,200
100
262
137

1,400
120

3,500
150
110

MARYLAND
Annapolis
Baltimore
Cumberland
Easton Area
Frederick
Hagerstown ,

Jewish
Population

100
100
109
227

MASSACHUSETTS
Athol 210
Attleboro 120
Beverly 700
Boston 140,000
Brockton 3,200
Clinton 112
Fall River 4,500
Framingham 875
Gardner 140
Gloucester 350
Great Barrington 132
Greenfield 250
Haverhill 2,500
Holyoke 1,600
Hyannis 250
Lawrence 2,540
Leominster 385
Fitchburg 607
Lowell 2,000
Lynn 10,000
Medway 150
Milford 300
Millis 123
New Bedford 4,000
Newburyport 437
North Adams 612
North Attleboro 100
Northampton 350
Peabody 1,200
Pittsfield 2,250
Plymouth 220
Salem 1,600
Southbridge 140
Springfield 10,000
Taunton 800
Ware 125
Webster 140
Worcester 10,500

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor 210
Battle Creek 155
Bay City 800
Benton Harbor 830
Detroit 72,000
Flint 3,000
Grand Rapids 1,650
Iron County 161
Iron Mountain 104
Jackson 200
Kalamazoo 534
Lansing 700
Marquette County.. . 175
Mt. Clemens 300
Muskegon 400
Pontiac 700
Port Huron 130
Saginaw 440
South Haven 460

1,000
78,000

535
140
150
316

MINNESOTA
Austin 125
Duluth 3,100
Hibbing 250
Mankato 122
Minneapolis 23,000
Rochester 120
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TABLE 1 {Continued)

COMMUNITIES WITH JEWISH POPULATIONS OF 100 OR MORE (ESTIMATED)

State and City
MINNESOTA (Con'd)

Jewish
Population

St Paul 10,400
Virginia 140

MISSISSIPPI
Biloxi-Gulfport
Clarksdale
Cleveland
Greenville
Greenwood
Hattiesburg
Jackson
Meridian
Vicksburg

MISSOURI
Hayti
Joplin
Kansas City.
Springfield..
St. Joseph.
St. Louis. .

MONTANA
Billings.
Butte. . .

NEBRASKA
Lincoln.
Omaha .

NEVADA
Las Vegas.
Reno

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Claremont. . .
Concord
Dover
Keene
Laconia
Manchester. .
Nashua
Portsmouth. .

NEW JERSEY
Alliance
Asbury Park
Atlantic City
Bayonne
Beach Haven
Behnar
Bergenfield-Dumont.
Boonton
Bound Brook
Bradley Beach
Bridgton
Burlington
Camden
Carmel
Carteret
Clayton
Cliffside Park '
Clifton
Cresskill
Cranford
Dover
Dunellen
East Paterson
Elizabeth
Elmer
Englewood
Englewood Cliffs

Jewish
State and City Population

Englishtown 260
Essex County" 86,500

160
380
250
525
175
232
350
235
275

200
200

22,000
240

1,002
55,000

100
206

950
6,500

2,500
320

200
160
150
112
120

1,870
418
480

400
3,000
9,000
8,300

108
800

1,750
240
350

1,000
600
250

10,000
140
600
200
950
«

265
600
700
126
t

10,500
140

3 ,50Q
350

Fair Lawn.
Farmingdale
Flemington
Freehold
Fort Lee
Garfield
Gloucester Countyl"..
Hackensack
Hasbrouck Heigh t s . .
Heightstown
Hoboken.

4,550
800
750

1,000
1,400

900
1,600

440
1,100
1,300

Jersey City 20,000
Keyport .
Lake Hiawatha
Lakewood
Leonia {see Palisades

Park)
Linden.
Long Branch
Lyndhurst
Madison
Maywood
Metuchen
Millburn
Millville
Morristown
Mt. Freedom
Mt. Holly.

400
400

2,800

2,625
2,000

200
100
600
840
•

200
1,000

160
204

Newark 56,800
New Brunswick
NcwMillford
Newton
North Hudson

County '
Palisades Park '
Paramus
Park Ridge
Passaic 12,000
Paterson 18,000

7,500
1,050

175

8,000
1,750

200

Paulsboro.
Perth Amboy
Plainficld
Penns Grove
Pine Brook
Pt. Pleasant
Pompton Lakes
Princeton
Rahway
Red Bank
Ridgefield Park
Ridgewood
River Edge
Riverside
Roselle
Rutherford
Salem
Somerville
South Amboy
South River
Stelton
Summit
Teaneck
Toms River
Tenefly
Trenton
Union
Union City (incl. in

N. Hudson
County)

Vin eland
Westfield

135
5,100
4,100

140
175
100
450
300
960

1,200
360
350

170
1,200
1,000

220
634
•

400
180
600

4,000
1,000

875
8,800
1,750

2,000
384

State and City
Wesrwood
Wildwood
Woodbine
Woodbridge
Woodbury

Jewish
Population

400
600
300

1,000
540

NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque 1,000
Los Alamos 120
Santa Fe 125

NEW YORK
Amenia 132
Albany 9,000
Amityvillc f
Amsterdam 500
Auburn 250
Babylon t
Baldwin 1,400
Batavia 300
Bay Shore1 2,100
Beacon 550
Binghamton (incl. all

Broome County) . . 3,000
Bronxville1 4,550
Buffalo 22,000
Canandaigua 228
Catskill 227
Cedarhurst™ 21,000
Cohoes 105
Cortland 200
Croton-on-Hudson. . i
Dobbs Ferry 1,050
Dunkirk 168
EUenville 1,100
Elmira 1,525
Elmont 7,000
Farmingdale i
Floral Park 1,140
Frceport 2,450
Five Towns (see

Cedarhurst)
Garden City f
Geneva 120
Glen Cove" 1,575
Glens Falls 700
Glovcrsville 1,400
Great Neck" 15,050
Harrison 1,500
Havcrstraw 480
HempsteadP 7,500
Herkimer 180
HighlandFal ls 105
Homell 100
Hudson 900
Huntington 2,800
Islip (see Bay Shore)
Ithaca 800
Jamestown 260
Jeffersonville 150
Kerhonkson 175
Kingston 2,400
Lake H u n t i n g t o n . . . . 175
Larchmont i 2,450
Liberty 620
Lindenhurst i
Little Falls 105
Livingston M a n o r . . . 150
Loch Sheldrake-

Hurleyville 750
Long Beach 8,750
Lynbrook 3,500
Malone 122
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TABLE 1 (Continued)

COMMUNITIES WITH JEWISH POPULATIONS OF 100 OR MORE (ESTIMATED)

Jewish
State and City Population

Malveme #
Massena 140
Merrick' 8,400
Middletown 1,500
Mineola 9
Monroe 350
Monticello 1,200
Mountaindale 280
Mt. Kisco 525
Mt. Vernon 15,750
Newburgh 2,500
New Hyde Park 4,550
NewRochelle 8,400
New York 2,050,000

Manhattan 320,000
Bronx 475,000
Brooklyn1 870,000
Queens 375,000
Richmond 10,000

Niagara Falls 1,100
Norwich 140
Nyack 276
Oceanside 2,100
Ogdensburg 135
Olean 335
Oneida 106
Oneonta 100
Oswego 140
Parksville 140
Patchogue" 1,750
Pawling 120
PeekskOl' 1,400
Plattsburg 340
Port Chester 2,300
Portjervis 560
Port Washington " . . . 1,400
Poughkeepsie 3,100
Rochester 20,000
Rockville Centre 7,350
Rome 400
Roslyn' 7,000
Rye 965
SaranacLake 100
Saratoga Springs.... 500
Scarsdale 1,500
Schenectady 3,500
Sharon Springs 165
South Fallsburg 1,100
Spring Valley 2,250
Suffera 544
Syracuse 11,000
Tarrytown 1,050
Troy 2,300
Urica 3,500
Valley Stream 10,500
Walden 140
Wantagh" 14,000
Warwick 126
Watertown 450
White Lake 354
White Plains' 12,000
White Sulphur

Springs 100
Woodbourne 200
Woodridge 650
Yonkers. 23,000

NORTH CAROLINA
AsheviUe 600
Charlotte 1,500
Durham 360
Fayetteville 228
Gastonia 158

Jewish
State and City Population

Goldsboro 135
Greensboro 1,141
Hendersonville 118
High Point 208
Raleigh 375
Wilmington 300
Winston-Salem 428

NORTH DAKOTA
Bismarck 168
Fargo 500
Grand Forks 122

OHIO
Akron 6,500
Alliance 122
Ashtabula 315
Bellaire 240
Canton 2,700
Cincinnati 25,000
Cleveland 85,000
Columbus 7,200
Dayton 6,000
East Liverpool 365
Elyria 360
Fremont 114
Hamilton 500
Lima 418
Lorain 800
Mansfield 308
Marion 165
Massillon 130
Middletown 310
New Philadelphia... 180
Piqua 275
Portsmouth 120
Sandusky 100
Springfield 488
SteubenviUe 1,000
Toledo 6,500
Warren 800
Wooster 128
Youngstown 5,500
Zanesville 300

OKLAHOMA
Ardmore 120
Oklahoma City 1,750
Seminole 124
Tulsa 2,020

OREGON
Eugene 120
Portland 6,600
Salem 210

PENNSYLVANIA
Aliquippa 400
Allentown 3,250
Altoona 1,100
Ambridge 300
Beaver Valley 830
Berwick 119
Bethlehem 1,000
Bloomsburg 102
Braddock 600
Bradford 430
Bristol 176
Brownsville 260
Butler 645

Jewish
Slate and City Population

Canonsburg 120
Carbon County 300
Carbondale 335
Carnegie 268
Chambersburg 210
Charleroi 200
Chester 2,100
Clairton 110
Coatesville 510
Connellsville 160
Coraopolis 152
Donora 160
DuBois 160
Duquesne 200
Easton 1,600
Ellwood City 140
Erie 1,750
Farrell 500
Glassport 120
Greensburg. . . . . . . . 440
Hanover 120
Harrisburg 4,500
Hazleton 1,400
Homestead 600
Indiana 130
Irwin 120
Jeannette 200
Johnstown 1,600
Kittanning 275
Lancaster 1,750
Latrobe 150
Lebanon 656
Levittown 2,100
Lewistown 250
Lock Haven 350
Mahonoy City 150
McKcesport 2,500
McKecs Rocks 160
Monessen 250
Mt. Carmel 272
New Castle 800
New Kensington.... 640
Norristown 1,000
North Penn 200
Oil City 360
Oxford-Kennet

Square 132
Philadelphia 245,000
Philipsburg 136
Phoenixville 268
Pittsburgh 47,000
Pottstown 680
Pottsville 870
Punxsutawney 108
Reading 3,500
Sayre 105
Scranton 5,526
Shamokin 250
Sharon 920
Shenandoah 444
Stroudsburg 222
Sunbury 160
Tarentum 175
Titusville 120
Uniontown 900
Vandergrift-

Lcachburg 120
Warren 120
Washington 500
West Chester 360
Wilkes-Barre 5,062
Williamsport 850
York 1,100
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TABLE 1 {Continued)

COMMUNITIES WITH JEWISH POPULATIONS OF 100 OR MORE (ESTIMATED)

Jewish
State and City Population
RHODE ISLAND

Newport 1,000
Pawtucket 1,300
Providence 20,000
Westerly 100
Woonsocket 795

SOUTH CAROLINA
Beaufort
Bishopville. . . .
Charleston. . . .
Columbia
Georgetown. . .
Greenville. . . .
Orangeburg...
Spartanburg..,
Sumter

SOUTH DAKOTA
Sioux Fails..

TENNESSEE
Chattanooga.
Jackson
Knoxville
Memphis
Nashville. . . .
Oak Ridge. . .

116
116

2,192
500
111
550
118
210
250

350

2,200
110
800

8,000
2,700

700

TEXA3
Amarillo
Austin
Beaumont
Breckenridge.
Brownsville.

270
900
625
111
125

Corpus Christi 1,100
Dallas 14,000
El Paso 2,700
Ft. Worth 2,500
Galveston 1,400
Houston 17,000
Kilgore 108

State and City
Laredo
Longvicw. . .
Lubbock
McAllen
Odessa
Port Arthur.
Rosenberg. .
San Angelo.
San Antonio.

Jewish
Population

184
125
315
125
100
230
100
100

6,500
Texarkana 129
Tyler 450
Waco 1,200
Wharton 215
Wichita Falls. .

UTAH
Ogden
Salt Lake City.

VERMONT
Burlington.
Rutland. . .

VIRGINIA
Alexandria {see Wash-

ington, D.C.)
Arlington (see Wash-

ington, D.C.)
Danville
Fredericksburg
Hampton
Hampton R o a d s . . . .
Harnsonburg
Lynchburg
Martinsville
Newport News
Norfolk
Petersburg
Portsmouth
Richmond
Roanoke
Suffolk
Winchester

300

100
1,500

1,000
350

200
120
210
*

112
280
170

1,700
7,500

500
2,100
7,750

650
180
131

State and City
WASHINGTON

Bremerton. .
Seattle
Spokane. . .
Tacoma. . .

Jewish
Population

182
9,500

625
650

WEST VIRGINIA
Beckley 228
Blueneld 300
Charleston 2,200
Clarksburg 280
Fairmont 200
Huntington 750
Morgantown 150
Parkersburg 100
Weirton 350
Welch 144
Wheeling 800
Williamson 180

WISCONSIN
Appleton 575
Beloit 150
Eau Claire 150
Fond du Lac 160
Green Bay 500
Kenosha 590
La Crosse 150
Madison 2,150
Manitowoc 184
Marinette 120
Milwaukee 30,000
Oshkosh 130
Racine 1,000
Rice Lake 100
Sheboygan 600
Stevens Point 105
Superior 481
Waukesha 100
Wausau 250

WYOMING
Cheyenne 500

ALVIN CHENKIN




