
Canada

T HE CONSERVATIVES won the Federal election of June 10, 1957, and their
leader, John Diefenbaker, took office as prime minister. His party lacked

an absolute majority in Parliament, and could continue in power only so long
as it was supported by members of the opposition parties. After almost ten
months of this politically unstable condition, Parliament was dissolved. New
Federal elections, held on March 31, 1958, brought an overwhelming victory to
the Conservative party. It won all the seats in 5 of the 10 Canadian provinces,
a majority of the seats in 4 out of the 5 other provinces, and 209 (79 per cent)
of all the 265 seats in Parliament.

There was no change in Canada's foreign policy (including its friendly atti-
tude towards Israel), or in legislation to prevent discriminatory employment
and accommodation practices after the change in government.

Jewish Population
Canada's total population in April 1958 was estimated at 17,000,000 and its

Jewish population at 246,000, or 1.45 per cent. The Jewish population of
metropolitan Montreal was estimated to be 102,000, of metropolitan Toronto
82,000, of metropolitan Winnipeg 21,000, and of metropolitan Vancouver
7,500.

Since 1945 the Jewish population of Canada had increased by 71,500 (41
per cent): 45,370 (26 per cent) by immigration and 26,130 (15 per cent) by
natural increase.

Immigration
During 1957, there were 6,037 Jewish immigrants, almost three times as

many as in any year from 1954 to 1956.
Jewish immigrants in 1957 reported more than 40 countries in Europe,

Asia, Africa, Australasia, and America as their last permanent residences. They
included 2,411 from Hungary, 1,009 from the United Kingdom, 688 from
Egypt and other North African countries, 565 from the United States, and
454 from Israel.

Because of an economic recession and immigration restrictions announced
in July 1957, total immigration to Canada during the first half of 1958 was
67,744; during the same period in 1957 it was 182,416. Total Jewish immigra-
tion to Canada in the first half of 1958 was 1,146; during the same period in
1957 it was 3,615.

Of the 1945-57 Jewish immigrants, 53.7 per cent settled in the province
126
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TABLE 1

Number of Jewish Immigrants Admitted to Canada,
April 1, 1945-Deceraber 31, 1957

1945 a 713
1946 1,955
1947 2,424
1948 9,892
1949 5,047
1950 3,006
1951 7,167
1952 5,682
1953 4,300
1954 2,036
1955 1,660
1956 2,190
1957 6,037

• Last nine months.

TOTAL 52,109

TABLE 2

Country of Last Permanent Residence of
Jewish Immigrants Admitted to Canada,

April 1, 1945-December 31, 1957

Poland
U.S.A.
United Kingdom
Israel
Hungary
Germany
France
Czechoslovakia
Rumania
Austria
Belgium
North Africa
Netherlands
China
Italy
Egypt
Other countries

11,233
7,231
7,140
6,584
4,419
2,599
2,055
1,779
1,517
1,166

972
808
502
478
381
230

3,015

TOTAL 52,109

of Quebec, largely in Montreal, 36.5 per cent in Ontario, 4.1 per cent in Mani-
toba, 2.6 per cent in British Columbia, 2 per cent in Saskatchewan and
Alberta, and 1.1 per cent in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Newfoundland.

Community Organization and Communal Affairs
Approximately §8 million was raised in Canada during 1957-58 for over-

seas and local community needs, including the United Israel Appeal, the
United Jewish Relief Agencies—which included the American Jewish Joint
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Distribution Committee (JDC), the Organization for Rehabilitation Through
Training (ORT), and Oeuvre de Secours aux Enfants Israelites (OSE)—and
the Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC). Approximately an additional $1 million
was raised during the same period by the Youth Aliyah and the Histadrut
campaigns (the Histadrut campaign itself raised §406,523), the Friends of the
Hebrew University, and the Canadian Technion Society.

A Central Fund for Traditional Institutions was established in Montreal
and Toronto in August 1957. The Central Fund does not constitute any new
charity organization, but is intended to serve as the medium through which
supporters of traditional institutions in Israel, and elsewhere, would channel
their contributions.

STUDIES AND SURVEYS

The CJC prepared a study entitled The Demography of the Jewish Com-
munity in Canada for the World Conference on the Demography of the Jews
held at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem on July 28, 1957. It also pub-
lished during 1957-58 two research papers by Louis Rosenberg, Changes in
the Jewish Population in the Old Area of Settlement in Montreal in the
Period from 1951 to 1957 and Changing Needs of the Jewish Community in
Montreal.

Jewish Education
More than 20,000 children, about 60 per cent of all Jewish boys and 40 per

cent of all Jewish girls of elementary-school age, attended Jewish schools of
various types during 1958. Construction and attendance continued to rise.

The majority of Jewish children attending Jewish schools were enrolled in
the Talmud Torahs and Orthodox and Conservative congregational schools,
largely five-day, modern Hebrew schools with Hebrew as the language of in-
struction. The Peretz and Jewish Folk schools, affiliated with the Labor Zionist
movement, equally modern in equipment and curriculum and with an equal
number of hours of instruction per week, had the next largest enrollment and
stressed both Hebrew and Yiddish.

A comparatively recent development in Canada was the rapid growth of
ultra-Orthodox day schools (yeshivot ketanot) in Montreal and Toronto, rang-
ing from kindergarten through high school. In these schools, the Jewish sub-
jects were taught in Yiddish and the secular subjects in English. Canadian
Orthodox yeshivot had graduated 22 rabbis since 1950.

In the larger communities of Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Edmonton,
and Calgary, approximately half of the Jewish children enrolled in Jewish
schools attended Jewish day schools. These day schools were conducted not
only by the community Talmud Torahs and ultra-Orthodox yeshivot, but also
by the Farband Labor Zionist Order and by Orthodox and Conservative con-
gregations. Sunday schools played a comparatively small and continually de-
creasing part in Jewish education in Canada.
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Religious Life

The establishment of new congregations and the erection of new syna-
gogues in suburban areas by old-established congregations, following the
migration of the Jewish population to the suburbs, continued during the
period under review.

By 1958 there were 200 Jewish congregations in Canada—170 Orthodox,
25 Conservative, and 5 Reform. One hundred and thirty-seven were in the
three largest Jewish communities—Montreal, Toronto, and Winnipeg; and of
these, 124 were Orthodox, 9 Conservative, and 4 Reform. There were 20 syna-
gogues in the medium-sized communities with Jewish population ranging from
1,000 to 7,500, and of these, 12 were Orthodox, 7 Conservative, and 1 Reform.
In 42 smaller Jewish communities, each with fewer than 1,000 Jewish residents,
there were 43 congregations, of which 34 were Orthodox and 9 Conservative.

Zionism and Relations with Israel

Since 1948 Canadian Jewry contributed §68 million for Israel in gift dollars,
bond sales, and private and corporate investments, gift contributions account-
ing for $42 million and State of Israel Bond sales since 1953 for $19 million.

From 1953 to June 30, 1958, the Canada-Israel Corporation purchased and
shipped to Israel, with the aid of export credits extended by Canadian banks
and insured by the Canadian government, Canadian wheat to the value of
§12 million, as well as substantial quantities of lumber, aluminum, and canned
kosher meat.

Canadian exports to Israel in the decade since 1948 totaled approximately
$80 million, while Canadian imports from Israel during the same period
amounted to $9 million.

From December 1, 1955, to November 30, 1957, the United Israel Appeal in
Canada raised §5,368,139, as compared with $3,913,766 from December 1, 1953,
to November 30, 1955. The Jewish National Fund (JNF) raised the sum of
|857,138 from December 1, 1955, to November 30, 1957, of which §413,354
was raised in 1956 and §443,784 in 1957, the largest amount ever collected in
one year in Canada for the JNF.

Since 1948, 518 Canadians settled in Israel.

Social Services
The first Jewish convalescent center, situated in the Montreal suburb of

L'Abord a Plouffe, was opened on June 8, 1958. Other Jewish community
facilities for medical treatment in Montreal included the Jewish General Hos-
pital, the Mount Sinai Tuberculosis Sanatorium, the Jewish Hospital of Hope
for Chronic Invalids, and the Herzl Health Center.

In Montreal all Jewish hospitals and clinics and the Old People's Home were
members of the Council of Jewish Health Agencies, established by the Federa-
tion of Jewish Community Services. This council undertook a Montreal Jew-
ish medical survey to develop long-range plans for health and medical services.

Other councils coordinating Jewish social service in Montreal were the
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Council on Jewish Aging and the Council of Jewish Group Work and Recrea-
tion Agencies.

On March 25, 1958, the Montreal Jewish General Hospital opened a $3
million building-fund campaign to increase its facilities for patient care,
medical education, and research.

The movement of the Jews to the suburbs made it necessary for the YMHA
in Montreal to extend its day camps and youth programs to the new neighbor-
hoods. The YMHA in Toronto planned the erection of a new branch in the
suburban area to the north.

Restitution
Claims for restitution by Jewish victims of Nazi persecution living in

Canada were processed by the Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) on behalf of
the United Restitution Organization (URO), and the total amount collected
for the claimants from 1953 through June 30, 1958, was §7,627,920. The
amount collected for 1957 was $2,951,980.

Civic and Political Status
In 1958 various Jews were elected to office on a national and local level.

Leon Crestohl of Montreal, the only Jewish member of Parliament, was re-
elected. David Croll had been appointed for life to the Canadian Senate in
1955 (the only Jewish senator). Throughout the country ten Jewish mayors
were elected to office.

A CJC delegation met with Prime Minister John G. Diefenbaker on August
28, 1957, and made the following representations:

1. that a Federal Bill of Rights and Fundamental Freedoms which would
become part of Canada's constitution be passed;

2. that immigration requirements be eased and Egyptian refugees and
Polish nationals related to Canadian citizens be admitted to the country;

3. that unclaimed funds belonging to former Jewish residents of Germany,
now dead, be turned over to a Jewish successor organization;

4. that the government negotiate with Poland for compensation to Cana-
dian citizens whose property was nationalized there;

5. that clauses against discrimination be included in the National Housing
Act.

Anti-Semitism and Discrimination
During November-December 1957 the Federal Department of Labor spon-

sored a series of weekly broadcasts against prejudice and discrimination in
employment practices over a nationwide network. The opening broadcast was
made by Minister of Labor Michael Starr, himself of Ukrainian origin. Other
addresses in the series were given by Frank H. Hall, chairman of the human
rights committee of the Canadian Labor Congress, Marcus Long of the Uni-
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versity of Toronto, and Rabbi Abraham Feinberg of the Holy Blossom
Temple in Toronto.

T h e Department of Labor also published a series of newspaper advertise-
ments in April 1958, outlining the provisions of the Canada Fair Employment
Practices Act against discrimination in employment "because of race, religion,
color or national origin" in industries under Federal jurisdiction, and point-
ing out that similar legislation for industries under provincial jurisdiction had
been passed by the legislatures of Ontario, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and British Columbia.

T h e Ontario Legislative Assembly on March 31 passed an act setting up
an anti-discrimination commission to administer the Fair Employment Prac-
tices and Fair Accommodation Practices acts. With a budget of $100,000, the
commission was asked to make recommendations for improving the enforce-
ment of anti-bias laws and to develop educational programs for the public.

Two complaints of employment discrimination against Jews, by a bank in
Victoria and a firm in Winnipeg, were settled satisfactorily by the Joint Public
Relations Committee of the CJC and B'nai B'rith on October 4, 1957.

At the October 1957 convention of the British Columbia Social Credit
League in Vancouver a delegate named Percy Young made a violent anti-
Semitic and anti-Zionist attack in addressing the convention. The CJC imme-
diately protested to Solon Low, leader of the Social Credit party in the
Federal Parliament, and to the premiers of the Social Credit governments in
British Columbia and Alberta, adding that "in view of the past disavowals of
anti-Semitism by the Social Credit Movement, it was disheartening. . . ." Low
issued a statement that "Mr. Young was not expressing the views of the
Social Credit Association of Canada, and I wish most strongly to disassociate
our movement from the references he made to Zionism and the Jews. . . ."

Cultural Activities
Marvin Duchow, Montreal-born composer and musicologist and professor

of music at McGill University's Conservatory of Music, was appointed dean
of the Faculty of Music on February 15, 1958.

According to Roy Daniells' The Culture of Contemporary Canada (New
York, 1957) "the traditional French and English branches of our [Canadian]
literature require the addition of a third classification—that of Jewish Cana-
dian writing." Daniells gave high rank to the Canadian Jewish poets Abraham
M. Klein, Irving Layton, and Leonard Cohen, and the Canadian Jewish novel-
ists Henry Kreisel, Mordecai Richler, and Adele Wiseman.

On June 1, 1958, the Congress for Jewish Culture in New York awarded a
prize to Rachel Korn of Montreal, well-known Yiddish poet, for her Nine
Short Stories. She was also awarded the Louis LaMed Prize for the same book
in May 1958.

Personalia
Solomon Kellert of Montreal, manufacturer and communal worker for

many years, died on April 10, 1958, at the age of 83. He was a founder of the
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Federation of Jewish Community Services, the YMHA, and the Hebrew Free
Loan Society. Hyman Edelstein, poet, novelist, and former editor of the
Canadian Jewish Chronicle, died in Ottawa on December 2, 1957, at the
age of 68.

Louis ROSENBERG




