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Preface
A HE STUDIES on Jewish intermarriage presented here are an out-

growth of the author's interest in the progress of assimilatory tendencies in
the Jewish community in the United States.1

Two sets of data which have recently become available present information
on the religious identification of brides and grooms and husbands and wives,
based on self-identification. Previous students had to deduce the religio-cul-
tural background of their subjects from surnames of brides, grooms, wit-
nesses, and officiants.2

When Iowa, in 1953, initiated the practice of collecting information about
the religion of applicants for marriage licenses, the first official Jewish-
intermarriage data for any state in the Union became available. The Greater
Washington study 3 provided the first useful data for a large American com-
munity since Drachsler's study four decades ago. While a straightforward
presentation of the Iowa and Washington data would by itself be of con-
siderable interest, the author has thought it useful, in addition, to examine
not only the underlying conditions—acculturation and community disorgani-
zation—but also the specific operation of the marriage market.

Work on these studies was begun in the summer of 1961 with an analysis
of the Iowa marriage-record data, which were generously made available by
Loren E. Chancellor, director of the Division of Vital Statistics, Iowa State

1 Erich Rosenthal, "Acculturation Without Assimilation? The Jewish Community of Chi-
cago, Illinois," American Journal of Sociology, LXVI (1960), 275-88.

2 Julius Drachsler, Intermarriage in New York City (New York, 1921); Ruby T. R. Ken-
nedy, "Single or Triple Melting Pot?" American Journal of Sociology, XLIX (1944), 331-39.

3 Stanley K. Bigman, The Jewish Population of Greater Washington in 1956 (Washington,
D.C.: the Jewish Community Council, May 1957).
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Department of Health. His unfailing assistance is gratefully acknowledged.*
The study of Jewish intermarriage in Greater Washington, initiated in the

summer of 1962, was made possible by the generosity of Stanley Bigman,
chief of the social-studies section, Division of Occupational Health, Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, who provided the writer with the
original data. The re-analysis of the data presented here would not have been
feasible or worth doing without Bigman's skill and energy in the design and
execution of his survey.

The writer is also grateful to his colleague Paul M. Neurath, professor
of anthropology and sociology at Queens College of the City University of
New York, for his generous counsel about data analysis; Harry J. Jahoda,
supervisor of the data-processing unit at Queens College, for his ready aid in
the tabulation of the Washington data; Morris A. Gelfand, librarian of the
Paul Klapper Library, for sheltering the project, and the library staff for its
generous assistance.

It is with great pleasure that the writer also acknowledges the considerable
editorial assistance rendered by Ruth Gould of the AJYB staff.

The early completion of these studies was made possible by the Hannah G.
Solomon Fellowship of the National Council of Jewish Women, which was
awarded the writer by the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, for which
grateful acknowledgment is here tendered.

° As these studies were going to press, Chancellor's own comprehensive analysis of Protestant-
Catholic intermarriages in Iowa was published: Lee G. Burchinal and Loren E. Chancellor,
Factors Related to Interreligious Marriages in Iowa, 1953-57, Research Bulletin 510, Agricultural
and Home Economics Experiment Station, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa (November 1962).
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Introduction

I.NTERMARRIAGE,4 religious or racial, is a continuous source of
interest, curiosity, and anxiety in our society. We are curious to know why
a man and a woman with disparate religious, racial, ethnic, or cultural back-
grounds marry each other, and we are anxious about the success of a union
in which man and wife are not "familiar" to each other. In recent years
several books have appeared directed to the intermarried and to people con-
sidering religious intermarriage. An Episcopalian bishop wrote one,5 and a
sociologist specializing in the scientific study of the family wrote another.6

The Public Affairs Committee published a pamphlet,7 and several Protestant
denominations and the Roman Catholic church have issued tracts.8 Among
Jews, Reform rabbis, especially, have been much concerned. The (Reform)
Central Conference of American Rabbis, at its 1960 annual meeting, had a
seminar on the problem, for which a bibliography was prepared by Rabbi
Bernard Kligfeld of Long Beach, N. Y.9 In February 1960 the Theodor
Herd Institute of New York City sponsored a "Conference on Intermarriage
and Jewish Life." 10

Psychologists and sociologists have viewed intermarriage not only as a
social problem posing a possible threat to marital happiness, but also as a
social process in an open, democratic society.11 Among historians of Amer-
ican Jewry, Marcus ^ and Wolf and Whiteman 13 have dealt with inter-
marriage in colonial times. A genealogical study of Jewish families in Amer-
ica before 1840 does not overlook intermarriage.14

4 Intermarriage is used here to mean marriage between persons of different religions. In-
marriage refers to marriage between persons of the same religion.

5 James A. Pike, If You Marry Outside Your Faith: Counsel on Mixed Marriage (New
York, 1954).

6 James H. Bossard and Eleanor S. Boll, One Marriage, Two Faiths: Guidance on ln-
terfaith Marriage (New York, 1957).

7 Algernon D. Black, If I Marry Outside My Religion (New York, 1954).
8 George Sweeting, Mixed Marriages (Grand Rapids, Mich., 1957); John S. Banahan,

Instructions for Mixed Marriages (Milwaukee, 1957); Daniel A. Lord, S.J., Don't Marry a
Catholic (St. Louis, 1952).

9 Year Book: Central Conference of American Rabbis, 1961, LXX, 135-40.
10W. J. Cahnman ed.. Intermarriage and Jewish Life (New York: Herzl Press, 1963).
11 Milton L. Barron, People Who Intermarry (Syracuse, 1946); George E. Simpson and

J. Milton Yinger, Racial and Cultural Minorities (New York, rev. ed., 1958), pp. 540-73,
and Larry D. Bamett, "Research in Interreligious Dating and Marriage," Marriage and Family
Living, XXIV (1962), 191-94.

12 Jacob Rader Marcus, Early American Jewry (2 vols., Philadelphia, 1953), especially
H, 503-8.

13 Edwin Wolf 2nd and Maxwell Whiteman, History of the Jews of Philadelphia from
Colonial Times to the Age of Jackson (Philadelphia, 1957), passim.

14 Malcolm H. Stem, Americans of Jewish Descent (Cincinnati: Hebrew Union College
Press, 1961), pp. 79, 85, 86.



6 / AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR BOOK

The Sociological Framework
MATE SELECTION AND INTERMARRIAGE

M,.ORE than in any other country of the Western world, the
values of individualism and democracy govern the selection of marital part-
ners in the United States. These values are fused into the romantic-love
ideal, which tends to subordinate considerations of race, creed, cultural
origin, or social class. In an urban milieu romantic love serves as a basis
for mate selection because it facilitates and reinforces the immediate attrac-
tion of two comparative strangers.15

In reality, however, every person of marital age does not have an equal
chance to get married to any marriageable person of the opposite sex. On the
contrary, there are strong social pressures to select a marital partner from
a given racial, religious, or cultural group. To insure their own survival,
these groups often seek to control the marital choices of their members by
circumscribing their social contacts as much as possible. In the manipulation
of social controls, factors such as residential propinquity, religious fellowship,
educational similarity, occupational affinity, and common recreational in-
terests are very important.18 These controls are effective, for "a far greater
number of marriages than could be expected by chance do occur among
young people" who share one or more of these activities.17

The effectiveness of these largely indirect controls is directly related to
the value that adults place upon the survival of their group. Within each
religious and cultural group there are subgroups which differ in the strength
of their desire for group survival. For example, among the European Jewish
refugees of the 1930s, some chose to settle in the "ghetto"-like community
of Williamsburg in Brooklyn, while others disappeared in rural areas in
upstate New York.18 The weakening of group cohesion leads to the disor-
ganization of the group's marriage market, with a resulting increase in in-
termarriage.

It has been repeatedly suggested that the rate of intermarriage is the re-
sult of "density," the proportion that a subgroup constitutes of the total
population in a given locality.19 However, the factor of density becomes

15 Ernest A. Smith, American Youth Culture (New York, 1962), pp. 117-20.
16 John Sirjamaki, The American Family in the Twentieth Century (Cambridge Mass

1953), pp. 67-68. '
17 Emest W. Burgess and Paul Wallin, Engagement and Marriage (Toronto, 1953), p. 187.
18 George Kranzler, Williamsburg (New York, 1961), pp. 220-30, and Peter I. Rose,

"Small-town Jews and Their Neighbors in the United States," Jewish Journal of Sociolomi
m (1962), 3.

19 John L. Thomas, "The Factor of Religion in the Selection of Marriage Mates," Amer-
ican Sociological Review, XVI (1951), 489; Harvey J. Locke, et al., "Interfaith Marriages"
Social Problems, XV (1957), 329-33; David M. Heer, "The Trend of Interfaith Marriages
in Canada: 1922-1957," American Sociological Review, XXVII (1962), 245-50, and Lee G.
Burchinal and Loren E. Chancellor, "Proportions of Catholics, Urbanism, and Mixed-Catholic
Marriage Rates Among Iowa Counties," Social Problems, IX (1962), 359-65.



JEWISH INTERMARRIAGE / 7

significant only in the absence of group cohesion. This was observed a long
time ago in Germany, where the Jewish intermarriage rate was highest in
large cities, despite their relatively high concentration of Jews, and lowest
in the hinterland, where a strict Orthodoxy served the thinly distributed
Jewish families as a strong barrier against intermarriage.20

I N T E R M A R R I A G E : D E F I N I T I O N AND
MEASUREMENT

For most students of the subject, a person who professes a religion different
from that of his fiancee or spouse is considered to intermarry or to be inter-
married. This operational definition has two obvious limitations. One is that
it fails to take into account persons who have changed their religion before
marriage (or engagement) in order to conform to the religion of their be-
trothed.21 Another is that some proselytes later revert to their original faith,
after discovering that a simple declaration of conversion does not alter then-
own deep and complex cultural conditioning. Rabbi D. M. Eichhorn ob-
served that a few persons who had been converted to Judaism were "attend-
ing Christian churches and/or sending their children to Christian religious
schools."22 Father Thomas noted that "once the honeymoon is over and
routine replaces novelty in daily habits, the 'conversion' may appear in its
true form, a meaningless, external ritual. . . . The final outcome may be a
mixed marriage in reality though not in form." 23 The operational definition
of intermarriage is further limited by the fact that conversion to the spouse's
religion may take place any time after marriage. Consequently, the number
of families which can be considered as intermarried is subject to change
over time.

The extent of religious intermarriage can be measured in two different
ways. One measurement is based on the information furnished by marriage
licenses which require the groom and bride to state their religions. Such data
reveal the formation of intermarriages. The other measurement is based on
censuses, whether complete enumerations, sample surveys, or community
studies. Such data inform us about the status of families and reveal the
ratio of religiously mixed families to the total number of families.

It is of the utmost importance to distinguish between the formation of
intermarried families and the ratio of such families to a total population. Let
us assume the existence of a Jewish community of 100 families, each one
composed of a Jewish husband and Jewish wife. Each family has two chil-
dren who marry other Jews. Not only is the formation of intermarriage zero,
but also the proportion of intermarried households enumerated in a survey

20 W. Hanauer, "Die jiidisch-christlichen Mischehen," AUgemeinea statistisches Archto,
XVH (1928), 533.

21 A survey of conversions to Judaism found that in over 90 per cent of the cases, marriage
to a Jewish partner was the predominant motive: David M. Eichhorn, "Conversions to Judaism
by Reform and Conservative Rabbis," Jewish Social Studies, XVI (1954), 310.

22 Ibid., 312.
23 John L. Thomas, The American Catholic Family (Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1956), p. 190.
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would be zero. Now let us assume that all of the 200 children intermarry,
i.e., that intermarriage is 100 per cent. The number of intermarried house-
holds enumerated in a survey will be only 200 out of 300, or 67 per cent.
Of course, a generation later, when the parents of the intermarried couples
have died, the proportion of intermarried households will rise from 67 to
100 per cent. As can be seen from this example, any analysis of intermar-
riage data must make clear whether it deals with marriage formation or
family status.

The intermarriage rate is computed by determining the ratio of inter-
married families to the total number of families in which one or both part-
ners to the marriage are Jewish. This is the procedure of the United States
Bureau of the Census.24 It differs from the Canadian practice, which defines
the rate as the ratio of the intermarried to all Jews who marry.25

INTERMARRIAGE IN THE LARGE JEWISH
COMMUNITY

Since American Jews are mostly of recent immigrant origin, they have par-
ticipated in the so-called "race-relations cycle" to which all immigrant groups
have been exposed. Intermarriage is the final stage in this process, which
starts with competition and conflict among groups upon initial contact and
which ends, after an intermediate phase of accommodation, in assimilation
and amalgamation.26 This process occurs on three levels: (1) acculturation
—shedding foreign language, customs, and work and leisure-time habits,
and adopting new cultural traits, (2) a decrease in social distance between
the immigrant group and other groups, and (3) changing feelings of belong-
ingness and group identification.

The most significant phase in acculturation is the birth of each new gen-
eration—so that it can be said that each successive generation lives in a
culture uniquely its own. The dimensions of these separate worlds have been
systematically outlined by Warner and Srole:

The ethnic generation born abroad and migrant to this country [the parental or
the P generation] is the one attached most strongly to the ancestral social system
and its derivative, the ethnic community in Yankee City, and least to the Yankee
City social system.

The offspring of these immigrants, the filial first or the F 1 generation, having
been born, reared, and schooled in the United States, know nothing of the an-
cestral society of their parents except as it is partially represented in the ethnic
group's community organization. The members of the F1 generation acquire
wider external relations with the Yankee City society than their parents and

24 U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Religion Reported by the Civilian Population of the
United States: March 1957," Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, February 2.
1958, p. 8, Table 6.

25 Louis Rosenberg, "Intermarriage in Canada," in Intermarriage and Jewish Life, ed.
Cahnman, pp. 60, 81.

26 Robert E. Park and Ernest W. Burgess, Introduction to the Science of Society (Chicago,
1924), p. 736.
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bring more elements of American culture into their internal group relations. The
children of the F1 generation, whom we label F2, and the children of the F2

generation, whom we label F3, exhibit similar progressive shifts in social per-
sonality.27

To the extent that educational attainment and class mobility are taken as
indices of acculturation, American Jews can be said to be highly accultur-
ated. However, they have not completed the "race-relations cycle." On the
contrary, resistance to assimilation and amalgamation is evident.

It is estimated that about half of all American Jews reside in the nation's
largest metropolitan area, New York, with another third resident in the next
ten largest metropolitan centers.28 Within these metropolitan areas, how-
ever, the Jewish population is not randomly distributed. On the contrary,
the desire for group cohesion, as well as discriminatory housing patterns of
varying strengths, contribute to the heavy concentration of the Jewish popu-
lation in specific neighborhoods at a given time.29 A set of institutions de-
signed to meet the subculture's needs for survival and for adaptation to the
dominant culture give these neighborhoods the quality of self-conscious
communities.30

While it can be readily understood that first-generation immigrants would
wish to duplicate their European culture, the strong desire of native-born
American Jews to live in neighborhoods that are predominantly Jewish may
be surprising.31 But this is precisely what recent studies have found them to
want. In "Riverton" it was found that "if adult wishes were suddenly to
become the sole deciding factor, Riverton Jews would live closer together
than they actually do, with even fewer opportunities for neighborhood con-
tact with non-Jews." The primary purpose of this voluntary concentration
was to strengthen the barriers against intermarriage in the face of a process
of acculturation so effective as to threaten survival.32 In Chicago voluntary
segregation in a high-status area, combined with a modicum of Jewish edu-
cation, were thought to be devices which would forestall large-scale assimi-
lation through intermarriage.33

How effective has this been in fostering in-marriage among the native-
born population? We do not know. There have been no studies of the effect
of "residential propinquity" on dating, courtship, and marriage.

That about two-thirds of all Jewish high-school students, however, enroll
at institutions of higher learning 34 indicates the need for considering also (1)

27 W. Lloyd Warner and Leo Srole, The Social Systems of American Ethnic Groups (New
Haven, 1945), p. 30.

28 Erich Rosenthal, "Jewish Fertility in the United States," AJYB, 1961 (Vol. 62), p. 13.
29 Id., "Acculturation Without Assimilation? . . . ," 277-79 and Stanley Lieberson, Ethnic

Patterns in American Cities (New York, 1963), passim.
30 Rosenthal, "This Was North Lawndale," Jewish Social Studies, XXTX (1960), 70-76.
31 Milton M. Gordon, "Assimilation in America: Theory and Reality," Daedalus, XC

(1961), 282.
32 Marshall Sklare and Marc Vosk, The Riverton Study (New York: American Jewish

Committee, 1957), pp. 37, 42.
33 Rosenthal, "Acculturation Without Assimilation? . . . ," loc. cit., 287.
34 Benjamin M. Kahn, "Changing Patterns of Jewish Life on the Campus Today," in

Changing Patterns of Jewish Life on the Campus (Washington: B'nai B'rith Hillel Founda-
tions, 1961), p. 12.
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the effectiveness of voluntary residential segregation upon group cohesion
during the college years, (2) the dislocation of the marriage market when
students move from local communities to college campuses, and (3) court-
ship at college.35

Many Jewish students, of course, attend colleges or universities in their
own metropolitan areas, and live at home.36

Although there is a widespread popular belief that acculturation leads to
intermarriage, there is no record of any systematic attempt at empirical veri-
fication of the supposition in the sociological literature.37 Drachsler, who
analyzed New York City marriage licenses, viewed intermarriage as "perhaps
the severest test of group cohesion," 38 but failed to establish empirically a
relationship between cohesion and intermarriage. A recent study was made
of the effects of acculturation upon successive generations in a Jewish com-
munity, but the investigators failed to extend their inquiry to intermarriage.39

One exploratory study, however, having subjected Jewish intermarried
men and women to a social and psychological analysis in depth, concluded
that intermarriage is the product "of a general process of assimilation, weak-
ening of Jewish identity, and development of desegregating orientation." In
contrast to the "emancipated," who were eager to intermarry, the investi-
gators also found a group of "reluctants," who intermarried despite their
own principled objections. The Levinsons termed this type of marital choice
"neurotic exogamy." 40

It may well be, then, that not acculturation but the desire to overcome the
handicap of being a member of a minority is what propels some Jews into
intermarriage. According to the literary critic Leslie A. Fiedler, such a theory
of "active" assimilation was expressed in a number of novels dealing with
Jewish life in the United States a generation ago. He observes that "the
theme of intermarriage, with its ambiguous blending of the hope of assimi-
lation and the threat of miscegenation," was "the obsessive theme of the
American Jewish novel through the twenties." 41

35 Some light has been shed on the last problem by Winston Ehrmann, Premarital Dating
Behavior (New York, 1959), pp. 88-92, Samuel Teitelbaum, Patterns of Adjustment Among
Jewish Students in Midwestern Universities (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Northwestern U.,
1953), pp. 70-77, 104-7, and David Boroff, "Jewish Teen-age Culture," The Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science, 338 (1961), 79-90.

36 David Boroff, Campus U.S.A. (New York, 1961), pp. 83-103.
37 A. Price and J. Zubrzycki, "The Use of Inter-Marriage Statistics as an Index of Assimi-

lation," Population Studies, XVT (1962), 58-69.
38 Julius Drachsler, Democracy and Assimilation: The Blending of Immigrant Heritages in

America (New York, 1920), p. 87.
39 Judith R. Kramer and Seymour Leventman, Children of the Gilded Ghetto (New

Haven, 1961).
40 Maria H. and Daniel J. Levinson, "Jews Who Intermarry: Sociopsychological Bases of

Ethnic Identity and Change," Yitx> Annual of Jewish Social Science, XII (1958-59), 106-29.
41 Leslie A. Fiedler, The Jew in the American Novel, Herzl Institute Pamphlet No. 10,

(New York, 1959), p. 15.
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INTERMARRIAGE IN THE SMALL JEWISH
COMMUNITY AND AMONG SMALL-TOWN JEWS

The level of Jewish intermarriage is lower in the large Jewish community
than in the small, where acculturation is accompanied by social disintegra-
tion and a consequent disorganization of the marriage market.

If residents of large Jewish communities feel impelled to draw closer to-
gether within given urban areas in order to insure group survival, how much
more insecure must be the members of small Jewish communities! Aware-
ness of the threat to Jewish survival in a small Jewish community has in-
fluenced many a Jew to maintain residence in a large community, even
though it would be economically advantageous or physically more convenient
for him to live in a town with few Jewish inhabitants.

The question arises how many individual Jews or Jewish families are
needed for the proper functioning of Jewish communal and religious life.
It has been answered that what matters is not numbers but the will to group
survival (p. 12); but it has also been answered that a group of fewer than
1,000 individuals necessarily lack the esprit de corps essential for maintaining
the communal institutions needed for group survival and a proper organiza-
tion of the marriage market.42

In 1957 about 200,000 Jews, roughly 60,000 families, lived in rural areas
—on farms or in villages of fewer than 2,500 inhabitants (not to be con-
fused with suburban areas). In addition, 440,000 Jews, about 137,000
families, lived in urban places where the "urbanized area" (central city
and its suburban fringe) had fewer than 250,000 residents.43 It is reasonable
to assume that 250,000 to 500,000 Jews, or 5 to 10 per cent of the Jewish
population in 1957, lived in small towns or were members of Jewish com-
munities of fewer than 1,000. The largest of these communities would con-
tain about 300 or 400 Jewish families.

One such community, in a southern town of 125,000, 40 per cent Negro,
was examined by Freeman and Kassebaum. They found that although Jewish
religious life is successfully sustained, there are difficulties in organizing the
marriage market. Attendance at college and service in the armed forces in-
tensifies the shortage of young men who would otherwise be the dating part-
ners for girls several years their junior. While Jewish parents permit their
sons to date non-Jewish girls, the daughters are expected to date only Jewish
men. In addition, non-Jewish girls compete with Jewish girls for the atten-
tion of Jewish men, who because of their economic status, tend to have "high
dating desirability." According to the authors, "the number of male Jewish
datables was so limited . . . that the maintenance of the pattern of ethnically

42 Joseph Greenblum and Marshall Sklare, "The Attitude of the Small-town Jew Toward
His Community," in The lews, ed. Marshall Sklare (Glencoe, 111., 1958), p. 288, and
Howard E. Freeman and Gene Kassebaum, "Exogamous Dating in a Southern City" Jew-
ish Social Studies, X V m (1956), 55-60.

43 U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Religion Reported by the Civilian Population of the United
States: March 1957," Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, February 2 1958
p. 7, Table 3.
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or religiously oriented dating behavior was possible only when the individual
concerned was willing to make certain sacrifices." Often, Jewish girls find
their way out of this dilemma by moving to where there are better opportuni-
ties. "There is conscious parental pressure to select a college with a relatively
sizable proportion of Jewish students." 44

In a town in Maine with a total population of 9,000 and a Jewish popu-
lation of 35 families, in 1949, the synagogue was used only during the High
Holidays. There were no lectures, cultural activities, or discussion groups.
With the exception of a fairly active Hadassah chapter, the annual meeting
of the United Jewish Appeal was the only organized adult activity. The fad-
ing of the desire for group survival led to a lack of communal organization
which was reflected not only in a large number of unmarried men and an
even larger number of unmarried women, but also in widespread inter-
marriage. "Fully one-third of the children" attending Sunday School "were
half Jewish." 45

A comparative study of two small Jewish communities in two small
Louisiana towns 46 proves rather convincingly that the survival of the small
Jewish community is dependent on the desire for group survival and the
consequent organization of religious and social activities. In order to demon-
strate this relationship Kaplan's survey has been schematically presented in
the following table. The Jewish community of Opelousas is in decay, while
the Jewish community of New Iberia shows considerable vitality. Jewish
settlers arrived in each town about the same time and founded congrega-
tions about the same time, but the size of the Jewish population in Opelousas
has been declining while that of New Iberia has shown a small but steady
increase. In Opelousas organized religious and social life had ceased by the
early 40s, while it expanded in New Iberia. The disorganization of the social
group and the marriage market in Opelousas is dramatized by the consid-
erable number of men and women who never married and by the extent of
intermarriage; of the 36 individuals, 11 are widowed and 13 never married.
In New Iberia, out of a total of 76 persons only 11 are in those categories.
In the 35 years before 1957, there were only 2 Jewish in-marriages but 16
intermarriages in Opelousas. By contrast, New Iberia experienced 4 intermar-
riages (in three families) during its entire history. While in Opelousas the
intermarried no longer identify with the Jewish community, the intermarried
in New Iberia participate in Jewish affairs. It is of particular significance
that with one exception those Opelousas persons who in-married left the
town, while in New Iberia all those who in-married stayed there.

Observers of social life in small Jewish communities have noted the oper-
ation of one factor, in particular, which appears to contribute to the dis-
organization of the marriage market—a kind of "exogamy" among the small
number of Jewish families. Barron observes that "it is rare to find the in-
dividual Derby Jew marrying another Jew of the same community," and

44 "Exogamous Dating in a Southern City," loc. cit., pp. 55, 56, 60.
45 Toby Shatter, "The Fleshpots of Maine," Commentary, January 1949, 60-67.
46 Benjamin Kaplan, The Eternal Stranger (New York, 1957).
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he attributes this to a "repulsion against marriage with members of the in-
group with whom contact has been intimate and prolonged." 47 This kind of
exogamy had previously been observed by Mandelbaum.48 Shosteck found
the same phenomenon in his survey:

Even in towns where there were a number of young men and women in the
same age group, few marriages were expected within the group. As a number of
parents put it, "Familiarity breeds contempt." These children had been brought
up together and looked upon their Jewish playmates and chums more as brothers
and sisters than as future spouses.49

The combination of local exogamy and social disorganization brings about
a situation in which intermarriage becomes an accepted tradition among
small-town Jews. Rabbi David Kirshenbaum has given us a vivid picture of
this situation:

. . . in many intermarriages the young people are absorbed in the Jewish com-
munity and treated as equals. . . . We know of several towns wherein the presi-
dent of the Community Council, the chairman of the Welfare Fund, the presi-
dent of the B'nai B'rith Lodge, all have non-Jewish wives. Often these wives are
active in Hadassah and the sisterhood and the Welfare Fund. The Jewish parents
who at first were very antagonistic are now very proud of their non-Jewish
daughters-in-law. They are seated at the head table of every important meeting.
The Jewish youth is not blind; he sees and knows all. When a Jewish boy falls
in love with a non-Jewess, the parents beseech the rabbi to speak to their son,
to convince him not to take this step that will bring disaster and grief upon them.
The first thing that the lad does, of course, is point to the president of the con-
gregation, the president of B'nai B'rith, the president of the Jewish Community
Council, all of whom have non-Jewish wives, all active and respected in the
community.50

47 Milton L. Barron, "Jewish Intermarriage in Europe and America," American Socio-
logical Review, XI (1946), 8.

48 David G. Mandelbaum, "A Study of the Jews of Urbana," Jewish Social Service
Quarterly, XII (1935), 230, quoted by Banon, loc. cit.

49 Robert Shosteck, Small Town Jewry Tell Their Story (Washington, D.C., 1953), p. 46.
60 David Kirshenbaum, Mixed Marriage and the Jewish Future (New York, 1958), pp.

82-83.
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Jewish Intermarriage in Greater Washington

JEWISH POPULATION OF GREATER

WASHINGTON

L 1956 the Jewish population of Greater Washington was
80.900,51 making its community the seventh largest in the United States, in
the same class with Baltimore, Detroit, and Miami, whose Jewish popula-
tions are between 75,000 and 80,000. It is outranked only by New York,
Ĵ os Angeles, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Boston, which have Jewish popula-
tions in excess of 100,000, and by Cleveland, with a Jewish population of
88,000.52 Washington's Jewish population is among that 10 per cent of
American Jews who live in Jewish communities of 50,000 to 100,000.

The Jewish community of Greater Washington experienced its greatest
growth in recent decades through in-migration from other parts of the
country. "Over half of the Jewish persons in the Washington area came
here from elsewhere . . . since 1932." One-fourth of the in-migrants came
from New York City.53

Within Greater Washington the Jewish community reveals a pattern of
residential settlement that is typical of all large Jewish communities in the
country, a tendency towards high concentration in one sector of the metro-
politan area—near the city limits and in the adjacent suburbs. Most Wash-
ington Jews live in the northwest section near the district line and in the
adjacent parts of suburban Montgomery county in Maryland.54 The build-up
in Montgomery county is likely to continue, since of those Jewish families
who have indicated their intention to move, almost all have expressed a
preference for that area.55

NATURE OF THE DATA

This study of Jewish intermarriage in Greater Washington is based on data
collected in 1956 by Stanley K. Bigman, then with American University, for
a "report on an interview survey of size, social characteristics, residential
mobility, community participation, and observance of some traditional Jew-
ish practices." The report by the Jewish Community Council of Greater
Washington was published in 1957 as The Jewish Population of Greater
Washington in 1956.

Modern sampling techniques enabled the survey team to forego the com-
plete enumeration of the population and, instead, to study a sample of that

51 Bigman, op. cit., p. 2.
52AJYB, 1959 (Vol. 60), pp. ia-17.
53 Bigman, op. cit., pp. x, 51.
54 Ibid., p. 5.
55 Ibid., pp. 55-57.
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population in depth. The design of the sample (see Appendix) greatly bene-
fited from the fact that Washington is home to many highly competent
sampling specialists, some of whom volunteered their services for the project.

The data used by Bigman for presenting the broad outlines of the social
structure of the Jewish community of Greater Washington have been used
by the author to focus on intermarriage. The survey was not designed for a
study of intermarriage, and any data relevant to the subject were an unex-
pected by-product. If the survey had been designed to study intermarriage,
additional background material would have been collected, including in-
formation on the social background of non-Jewish husbands and wives.

As this presentation unfolds, it will become evident that the data on inter-
married Jewish women do not lend themselves to consistent analysis. In the
absence of any comparative studies, one can only speculate about the reasons
for this difficulty.

E X T E N T OF JEWISH I N T E R M A R R I A G E

In 1956 the Jews of Greater Washington constituted 4.7 per cent of the
total population. The number of households with at least one Jew was
27,200. In 23,900 of these households, or 87.9 per cent, all members were
Jews, while in 3,300 or 12.1 per cent, at least one non-Jewish relative was
enumerated.56 For the purposes of our study, housekeeping units of bach-
elors, spinsters, and unrelated persons, as well as units that had lost their
full family status through death, divorce, separation, or desertion, were not
counted. This reduced the number of households under consideration to
23,313. Consequently, our measurement of intermarriage is limited to mar-
ried couples and families with father and mother alive and living together.
This procedure is in accord with the United States Bureau of the Census in
its treatment of intermarriage data.57

T A B L E 1. JEWISH INTERMARRIAGE, WASHINGTON, 1956

All intermarriages . . .
All in-marriages . . . .

TOTAL

Total

Number

3,051
20,262

23,313

Per
cent

13.1
86.9

100.0

Husband Jewish

Number

2,094
20,262

22,356

Per
cent

9.4
90.6

100.0

Wife Jewish

Number

957
20,262

21,219

Per
cent

4.5
95.5

100.0

Table 1 shows that of all marriages in which at least one partner was a
Jew, 86.9 per cent consisted of couples in which both husband and wife
were Jewish, while 13.1 per cent had only one Jewish partner.

56 Ibid., pp. VII, 5, 15.
57 U.S. Bureau of the Census, "Religion Reported by the Civilian Population of the

United States: March, 1957," Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 79, February 2,
1958, p. 8, Tables 6, 7.
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Table 1 also shows the differential participation of Jewish men and women
in intermarriage. Of all couples with Jewish husbands, 9.4 per cent had non-
Jewish wives. By contrast, of all couples with Jewish wives, only 4.5 per cent
had non-Jewish husbands. That is to say, out of a total of 3,051 intermar-
riages, 2,094 or 68.6 per cent involved Jewish husbands, and 957 or 31.4
per cent Jewish wives. The proportions differed slightly from those found in
Iowa (p. 37) where intermarried Jewish men constituted 75 per cent and
Jewish women 25 per cent of all Jewish marriages.58

The finding that 13.1 per cent of all Jewish couples 59 were of a religiously
mixed status is in sharp contrast with the findings of most previous surveys.60

Surveys sponsored by local Jewish communal agencies had indicated the
intermarriage rate to be about 6 or 7 per cent, as did one conducted by the
Census Bureau in 1957, which put the figure at 7.2 per cent. Since this was
the first time the bureau had ever included a question about intermarriage,
however, and since the question was one among many, the figure is probably
on the low side. The bureau itself appears to have had some reservations
about it, as indicated in the introduction: "The enumerators were instructed
not to assume that all members of a family have the same religion, but it
is possible that this instruction may have been overlooked in some cases." 61

Fortunately, we are spared the necessity of arbitrarily accepting either the
7-per-cent or the 13-per-cent level of Jewish intermarriage. The Bigman data
make it very clear that the previously established 6- or 7-per-cent level was
the result of an under-enumeration due to communal agencies' reliance on
master lists of Jewish families known to them. It was the application of a
sampling technique which tapped a cross section of the total Washington
population that yielded the 13-per-cent level of intermarriage.

Of the 15,500 Jewish families identified in samples from the list of Jews, [only]
5.2 per cent were mixed, compared to 19.9 per cent of the 11,700 Jewish families
identified in the block sample. Or, in other words, 75.6 per cent of the 3,300
mixed families were found in the block sample, [only] 24.4 per cent of them in
samples derived from the list.62

That the 13-per-cent level of intermarriage is not an anomaly resulting
from the unique character of Washington as the nation's capital, with its
concentration of professional and white-collar workers, will become evident
with a more detailed analysis of the data. Since the Washington survey
asked the respondents about their previous place of residence, the total inter-
marriage rate can be divided into three components of life-long residents of
the area, of in-migrants from large cities, and of in-migrants from other

58 The tendency of Jewish men to out-marry to a far greater extent than Jewish women
has been observed repeatedly in intermarriage studies in America and Europe. For a sum-
mary of the literature on this point see Simpson and Yinger, op. cit., pp. 552-53.

59 "Jewish couple" refers here to any marriage in which at least one partner is a Jew.
60 Erich Rosenthal, "Some Recent Studies About the Extent of Jewish Outmarriage in

the U.S.A.," in Intetmarriage and Jewish Life, ed. Cahnman, pp. 82-91.
61 "Religion Reported . . . ," loc. cit., p. 2.
62 Bigman, op. cit., p. 140.
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places. These differential rates for native-born Jewish husbands are presented
in Table 2. It will be seen that the intermarriage rate is highest for the

T A B L E 2. PREVIOUS RESIDENCE AND INTERMARRIAGE OF NATIVE-BORN JEWISH
HUSBANDS, WASHINGTON, 1956

Previous Residence
City

Large city, other than
Washington

Washington
Other

TOTAL

Total

11,049
2,842
3,055

16,946

In-
married

9,759
2,419
2,748

14,926

Intermarried

Number

1,290
423
307

2,020

Per cent

11.7
14.9
10.0

11.9

life-long residents of Greater Washington (14.9 per cent) and significantly
lower for in-migrants from larger Jewish communities—mainly New York,
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Boston, and Chicago—(11.7 per cent). This finding
of an inverse relationship between the size of the Jewish community and the
rate of intermarriage agrees with the findings of the Iowa study (p. 40).
That in-migrants from other places (middle and small towns) had the lowest
intermarriage rate is most likely due to the fact that the questionnaire
ascertained only where the last previous residence was, not the size of com-
munity where the respondents had been brought up or entered the marriage
market.

SOCIAL FACTORS IN INTERMARRIAGE

Nativity

If successive minority generations experience a significant decrease in cul-
tural differences from the majority, a substantial weakening of identification
with ethnic or religious particularity, and a sharp decline in social distance
from members of other groups, then significant differences in intermarriage
rates for successive generations should be observed. That is precisely what the
Washington data show. For the first time—as far as this writer knows—it
has become possible to demonstrate empirically the relationship between
generation and intermarriage. Table 3 shows the progressive increase in
intermarriage among Jewish men over the generations. The level of inter-
marriage in the first generation (the foreign-born)63 was 1.4 per cent, the

83 The writer is aware of the shortcomings inherent in equating all foreign-bom persons
with membership in the "first generation." The category of first-generation foreign-bom
should be limited to those who immigrated to the United States after they were grown.
Warner and Srole suggest 18 as the cut-off year {op. cit., p. 30) , while a more recent study
suggests the age of 12 years (C.A. Price and J. Zubrzycki, "The Use of Inter-marriage
Statistics as an Index of Assimilation," Population Studies, XVI [July 1962], 61). If the
Washington data had been tabulated accordingly, it is likely that the intermarriage rate of
the true first generation would be below 1 per cent.
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second generation (native-born of foreign parentage) had a level of 10.2
per cent, and the native-born of native parentage (the third and subsequent
generations) had a level of 17.9 per cent.

T A B L E 3 . NATIVITY AND INTERMARRIAGE, WASHINGTON, 1956

Nativity

Husbands

Total
In-

married

Intermarried

Num-
ber

Per
cent

Wives

Total
In-

married

Intermarried

Num-
ber

Per
cent

Foreign-born
Native-born of foreign parent-

age
Parents' country of origin

Russia
Poland
Other Eastern Europe . .
Central & Western Europe
Europe, Unspecified
and all other places

Native-born of native parentage
Native-born of parents of un-

known nativity

TOTAL »

5,085

13,099

(7,055)
(2,208)
(1,262)
(1,876)

(698)
3,847

293

5,011

11,768

(6,342)
(2,175)
(1,189)
(1,464)

(598)
3,158

293

74

1,331

(713)
(33)
(73)

(412)

(100)
689

1.4

10.2

(10.1)
(1.5)
(5.8)

(22.0)

(14.3)
17.9

4,057

11,708

(7,271)
(1.474)
(1,103)
(1,424)

(436)
5,124

300

4,052

10,903

(6,721)
(1,430)
(1,098)
(1,218)

(436)
4,977

300

805

(550)
(44)
(5)

(206)

147

0.1

6.9

(7.6)
(3.0)
(0.4)

(14.5)

2.9

22,324 20,230 2,094 9.4 21,189 20,232 957 4.5

• Does not include 32 in-married men and 30 in-married women of unknown nativity.

Similarly, it will be seen from Table 3 and Figure 1 that the intermarriage
rate of Jewish women rose from 0.1 per cent for the foreign-born to 6.9
per cent for native-born women of foreign parentage. Figure 1 shows how
the rise of the intermarriage rate of Jewish women paralleled that of Jewish
men between the first and the second generation. However, for the third
(and subsequent) generations the intermarriage rate for Jewish women
dropped to 2.9 per cent, instead of rising. It can be assumed that there was
indeed a rise, but that those women either were converted to Christianity
or otherwise abandoned their identification with the Jewish group entirely.84

When Drachsler examined Jewish intermarriage in New York City he
found that Jews born in Eastern Europe had the lowest and Jews born in
Central and Western Europe the highest intermarriage rates.65 It will be seen
from Table 3 that the country of origin continued to influence the intermar-
riage rate of the second generation. Native-born persons whose parents had
come from Central and Western Europe had the highest level of intermar-
riage (22 per cent) ,66 Sons of parents who had come from Poland had the

64 A survey specifically addressed to the question of intermarriage would ascertain from
each person the religion he was bom into and his religious identification during adolescence (at
the time of "confirmation") and immediately before marriage.

65 Julius Drachsler, op. cit., Table F (Appendix).
66 To determine whether the differential tendency to intermarry prevails in the third

generation, a future study of intermarriage would ascertain the grandparents' country of
origin.
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lowest level, 1.5 per cent. Sons of parents who had come from Russia 67 had
a rate of 10.1 per cent. It will also be seen from Table 3 that the relation-
ship between country of origin and level of intermarriage that was observed
for husbands also generally held true for wives.68

Secular Education
Secular education in the Western world has two major functions. One is

the acquisition of basic knowledge and skills, as well as occupational train-
ing. The other is the freeing of the young adult from the ties of his immediate
family and community, which are presumed to hinder the full development
of mind and personality.69 This second function is assigned to the liberal-
arts college, which in its ideal form removes the high-school graduate from
his locality and exposes him to new ideas and to contact with people of
different races, cultures, religions, and social classes. The young are expected
to respond to this exposure with a loss of intellectual rigidity, parochialism,
and ethnocentrism—and therefore with a greater readiness for intermar-
riage.70 It might therefore be expected that the level of intermarriage is likely
to rise with increasing length of secular schooling.

Table 4 and Figure 2 show that the relationship between prolonged ex-
posure to education and higher levels of intermarriage held true only for
the foreign-born. Among the native-born of both foreign and native parent-
age a different pattern obtained. Jewish men who had only attended or been
graduated from college had a higher intermarriage rate than those with
graduate training. (This unexpected finding will be examined more closely
below.) Among the native-born of foreign parentage 15.6 per cent of hus-
bands who had not gone beyond college intermarried, compared with 11.4
per cent of those with graduate education. Among the third generation the
differential effect of length of education was considerably larger: over one-
third—37 per cent—of the men who only attended or graduated from college
were intermarried, compared with 14.9 per cent of those with graduate
education.

The 17.9 per-cent rate of intermarriage produced by the nativity factor

67 Although these constitute only about 54 per cent of the total second generation, their
intermarriage rate is within .1 pel cent of that for the whole generation. This finding is in
line with previous observations that in the absence of census data for the entire Jewish popu-
lation, data for the Russian-bom are a usable substitute. See Erich Rosenthal, "The Jewish
Population of Chicago, Illinois," The Chicago Pinkos (Chicago, 1952), pp. 80-82; Ira
Rosenswaike, "The Utilization of Census Tract Data in the Study of the American Jewish
Population," Jewish Social Studies, XXV (1963), 46-48, and David M. Heer, "The Marital
Status of Second-generation Americans," American Sociological Review, XVI (1961), 235.

68 This seems to indicate that the Washington survey succeeded in enumerating the
second-generation wives rather adequately.

69 David Riesman and Christopher Jencks, "The Viability of the American College," in
The American College, ed. Nevitt Sanford, New York, 1962, p. 77.

70 It has been found that this expected attitudinal change does take place among non-
Jews, but not to the extent of readiness for intermarriage with Jews. See Charles H. Stember,
Education and Attitude Change (New York, 1961), pp. 122-24. Comparable data for Jews
appear to be lacking.
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TABLE 4. SECULAR EDUCATION AND INTERMARRIAGE OF JEWISH HUSBANDS,
WASHINGTON, 1956

School years completed

12 years or less
13-16 years
17 or more years
Unknown

TOTAL

School years completed

12 years or less
13-16 years
17 or more years
Unknown

TOTAL

School years completed

12 years or less
13-16 years
17 or more years
Unknown

TOTAL

Total In-married

Intermarried

Number Per cent

Foreign-born

2,875
725

1,188
297

5,085

2,857
718

1,139
297

5,011

18
7

49

74

0.6
1.0
4.1
0.0

1.4

Native-born of foreign parentage

3,513
4,377
5,164

45

13,099

3,455
3,695
4,573

45

11,768

58
682
591

1,331

1.6
15.6
11.4
0.0

10.2

Native-born of native parentage

778
1,077
1,788

204

3,847

754
678

1,522
204

3,158

24
399
266

689

3.1
37.0
14.9
0.0

17.9

alone (Table 2) was more than doubled—to 37 per cent—by exposure to
a college education.71

The unexpected finding that among the native-born graduate study lowered
the intermarriage level is supported by an analysis of data concerning the
religious identification of this group. In Table 5 the level of education has
been correlated not only with the rate of intermarriage but also with the
religious identification of in-married Jewish men. It will be seen that native-
born persons attain a maximum rate of intermarriage and a minimum degree
of traditional identification at the college level, while at the graduate level
their intermarriage rate declines and traditional identification rises. (Since
practically none of the third generation identified themselves as Orthodox,
Conservatism has been here regarded as their mode of traditionalism.) While
the data at hand do not permit a fuller explanation of this unexpected re-
lationship among graduate education, level of intermarriage, and degree of
Jewish identification, in this writer's opinion the answer will most likely be

Tl A future study of intermarriage would collect information on the participation of Jew-
ish students in Jewish group activities and relationship of such participation to intermarriage.
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T A B L E 5. INTERMARRIAGE AND RELIGIOUS IDENTIFICATION BY EDUCATIONAL
LEVEL OF JEWISH HUSBANDS, WASHINGTON, 1956

School years
completed

12 years or less . . . .
13—16 vears
17 or more years . . . .

Foreign-born

Per cent
inter-

married

0.6
1.0
4.1

Per cent
Orthodox

among
in-

married

28.9
27.0
10.6

Native- born of
foreign parentage

Per cent
inter-

married

1.6
15.6
11.4

Per cent
Orthodox

among
tn-

married

17.2
8.7

11.8

Native-born of
native parentage

Per cent
inter-

married

3.1
37.0
14.9

Per cent
Conserv-

ative
among

in-
married

57.9
33.0
44.7

found in an examination of the relationship between group identification
and occupational choice.

Occupation
Today the choice of occupation for American Jews frequently is the re-

sult of the convergence of a wide variety of opportunities with an individ-
ual's abilities and aspirations. In the past, occupational choice among Jews
was much more determined by the limits imposed by discrimination, on the
one hand, and the desire for group survival, on the other.72 One method of
adaptation to these limits was through self-employment in business and the
professions:

The independent operator of a business or a professional man could at any
time move on with his capital and his skill. He was also not dependent upon be-
ing hired by someone who discriminated against Jews. More importantly, per-
haps, in Orthodox Jewish life, an independent worker is able to arrange his
working hours so that they correspond with the necessities of his religious life—
with his thrice-daily prayers, with his Sabbath observance, and with his different
food habits.73

Another was through concentration in common occupations:

The desire for cohesion of a small minority is an essential condition for group
survival to which occupational dispersion, at one time, provided a serious
challenge. The economic concentration of Jewish immigrants strongly supported

72 At the present time it is mainly among hasidic sects that "economic activities are
not only religiously oriented but explicitly determined by religion, so that economic activities
reinforce hasidic norms" (Solomon Foil, The Hasidic Community of WUliamsburg [New York,
1962], pp. 85-86). Another example of the dependence of group survival upon the inheri-
tance of traditional occupations is seen among the Amish, "where the occupation of farming
has become almost an informal prerequisite for church membership" (Elmer L Smith. The
Amish People [New York, 1958], p. 127).

73 S. Joseph Fauman, "Occupational Selection among Detroit Jews," in The Jews ed.
Sklare, p. 136.
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TABLE 6. OCCUPATION OF JEWISH HUSBANDS AND INTERMARRIAGE, WASHING-
TON, 1956

Professionals and technicians
Managers, officials, and

proprietors
Clerical workers
Sales workers
Manual workers

TOTAL

Professionals and technicians
Managers, officials, and

proprietors
Clerical workers
Sales workers
Manual workers

TOTAL

Professionals and technicians
Managers, officials, and

proprietors
Clerical workers
Sales workers
Manual workers

TOTAL

Total In-married

Intermarried

Number Per cent

Foreign-born

1,300

1,561
490
491
497

4,339

1,244

1,553
490
491
487

4,265

56

8
0
0

10

74

4.3

0.5
0.0
0.0
2.0

1.7

Native-born of foreign parentage

5,094

3,071
888

1,807
932

11,792

4,456

3,040
672

1,581
919

10,668

638

31
216
226

13

1,124

12.5

1.0
24.3
14.3
1.4

10.5

Native-born of native parentage

1,634

602
93

642
264

3,215

1,293

392
93

522
252

2,552

321

210
0

120
12

663

19.6

34.9
0.0

18.7
4.5

20.6

this cohesion requirement. Restrictions and discrimination helped considerably
to reinforce the necessity for cohesion.74

There are some indications that the occupational pattern of the Jewish popu-
lation is continuing to change, particularly in response to the growth of the
modern business corporation.75

Occupational homogeneity, even if it is not as intense as among the
Amish or Hasidim, is bound to strengthen the social fabric of a group in
several ways. By minimizing class differences and bringing about similarity

74 Lawrence Bloomgarden, "A Current Evaluation of the Effect of Discrimination and
Self-segregation on Jewish Occupational Choice," Journal of Jewish Communal Service,
XXXIX (1962), 92. For statistical data on the occupational distribution of American Jews
see E. P. Hutchinson, Immigrants and Their Children (New York, 1956), pp. 179-80, 224-25.

75 Bloomgarden, loc. cit., pp. 95-97, and Kramer and Levenbnan, op. cit., p. 130.
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in socio-economic aspirations, consumption, and leisure-time pursuits, it
facilitates social contacts which lead to friendship, courtship, and marriage
within the same group. Therefore, it can be expected that those Jewish
grooms who adhere to traditional occupational and employment patterns
are less likely to intermarry.

The Washington data indicate that these expectations are fulfilled. How-
ever, because of the extraordinary concentration of Jewish men in the
categories of "professionals and technicians" and "managers, officials, and
proprietors," the relationship cannot be shown as clearly as in the Iowa data
(p. 43). Table 6 shows that the intermarriage rate among managers, offi-
cials, and proprietors was lower than for any other occupational group in
the cases of foreign-born and native-born of foreign parentage, 0.5 and 1.0
per cent, but higher than for any other occupational group in the case of
the native-born of native parentage, 34.9 per cent

There is some indication that this high level of intermarriage results from
the grouping of officials in a single statistical category with managers and
proprietors. First of all, Table 7 shows that among the third-generation self-
employed—which would be the proprietors—the level of intermarriage is
very low. (In fact, Table 7 shows it to be 0 per cent, which because of a
possible sampling error is likely to overstate the case.) Secondly, the writer
has noted within the data a high level of intermarriage for "lawyers and
judges." Since government officials frequently have a legal background, the
conclusion appears justified that it is the subgroup of "officials" which is
mostly responsible for the high intermarriage rate of the total category.

Turning now to intermarriage among "professionals and technicians,"
we find that the foreign-born professionals have a considerably higher rate
than the total foreign-born population. The second-generation group of pro-
fessionals has a somewhat higher rate than the total second generation,
while the third-generation professionals have just about the same level as
their generation as a whole.

Employment and Income
If economic independence—i.e., self-employment—resulted only from the

desire for group cohesion (and not also from discriminatory practices),
becoming an employee might be considered as a defection from group
norms which could be expected to result in a higher intermarriage level.
The fact is, however, that there are certain industries which have traditionally
attracted Jews in the role of employees—e.g., the diamond industry, which
shifted to New York during the Second World War.76

As the nation's industry is more and more organized in corporate form,
the likelihood is that ever greater proportions of the Jewish labor force will
work for large organizations. That this does not necessarily result in loss of
Jewish identification is the major import of Table 7. Its most telling point
is that among the native-born, the intermarriage rate for government workers

76 George Kranzler, WiHiamsburg (New York, 1961), pp. 54-57.



J E W I S H INTERMARRIAGE IN GREATER WASHINGTON / 27

TABLE 7. JEWISH HUSBANDS' EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND INTERMARRIAGE,
WASHINGTON, 1956

Employment status

Self-employed
Employed

Government
Others

TOTAL

Employment status

Self-employed
Emoloved

Government
Others

TOTAL

Employment status

Self-employed
Employed

Government
Others

TOTAL

Total In-married

Intermarried

Number Per cent

Foreign-born

1,996
2,331
(872)

(1,459)

4,327

1,988
2,265
(816)

(1,449)

4,253

8
66

(56)
(10)

74

0.4
2.8

(6.9)
(0.7)

1.7

Native-born of foreign parentage

3,198
9,143

(5,251)
(3,892)

12,341

2,980
8,230

(4,783)
(3,447)

11,210

218
913

(468)
(445)

1,131

7.3
10.0
(8.9)

(11.4)

9.2

Native-born of native parentage

705
2,331
(994)

(1,337)

3,036

705
1,776
(759)

(1,017)

2,481

0
555

(235)
(320)

555

0.0
23.8

(23.6)
(23.9)

18.3

is not larger than for any other group of employees. The general impression
that government workers intermarry at a high rate may have been created
by the foreign-born among them, for whom this is indeed so. The inter-
marriage rate for foreign-born government workers, 6.9 per cent, is four times
as high as the rate for all foreign-born Jews, 1.7 per cent.

In examining the Washington income data we should bear in mind the
words of one of the foremost experts on the subject of income reports: "If
there is a substantial understatement in the amount of income reported in
field surveys, there is no cheap and simple way of overcoming this difficulty.
Moreover, there is no guarantee that expensive and complex methods can
achieve this objective either." " In addition, the Washington survey suffers
from the fact that varying but significantly large proportions of the sample
population chose to withold any information concerning family income.

The median family income for in-married and intermarried Jewish hus-

77Herman P. Miller, Income of the American People (New York, 1955), p. 141.
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bands (Table 8) was about $8,000, except for intermarried Jewish husbands
of the third generation, whose median family income was about $10,000.
About 36 per cent of all gainfully employed Jewish men in Greater Wash-
ington worked for the government, which in 1960 paid an average salary
of $8,951 to professionals and $5,591 to nonprofessionals.78

TABLE 8. MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME OF INTERMARRIED FAMILIES, WASHINGTON,
1956

Foreign-bora

Native-born of foreign
parentage

Native-born of native
parentage

Foreign-born

Native-bom of foreign
parentage

Native-born of native
parentage

Husbands

In-married

Median
income

$7,928
(21.1 percent) a

8,029
(7.4 per cent)

7,965
(16.5 per cent)

Intermarried

Median
income

$8,163
(0.0 per cent)

8,325
(15.1 per cent)

10,386
(5.8 per cent)

Difference

Amount

+$235

+ 296

+2,421

Per
cent

+ 3.0

+ 3.7

+30.4

Intermarried Wives

Median
income

$6,000
(0.0 per cent)

7,098
(53.3 per cent)

8,168
(0.0 per cent)

Difference from
in-married
husbands

Amount

—$1,928

— 931

+ 203

Per
cent

—24.3

—11.6

+ 2.5

Difference from
Intermarried

husbands

Amount

-$2,163

— 1,227

— 2,218

Per
cent

—26.5

—14.7

—21.3

a Figures in parentheses
were not available.

refer to percentage of population category for whom income data

Table 8 also indicates that the family income of intermarried Jewish
wives was significantly smaller than that of all Jewish husbands.79 This find-
ing, too, is plausible in the light of sample surveys in the mid-fifties—about

78 Statistical Abstract of the United States, 1962 (Washington, 1962), p. 410.
79 The only exception is the anomalous group of intermarried native-bom wives of native

parentage.
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the time of the Washington survey—which found that median Jewish in-
comes were higher than most others.80

Religious Education
There is a widespread belief that Jewish education, including a bar-

mitzvah ceremony, helps to keep young men from marrying outside the
Jewish group.81 The Washington data offer an opportunity to test the rela-
tionship between religious education and intermarriage. Variations in inten-
sity of education and curriculum make our data ambiguous, and respondents
may not always have been able to recall the precise extent of their Jewish
education. Therefore, the Washington data have been presented in Table 9
in broad categories: no religious education, some religious education, and
"don't know" or no answer. It will be seen from the table that the relation-
ship between Jewish education and intermarriage differed significantly be-
tween the foreign-born and native-born men of foreign parentage, on the
one hand, and native-born men of native parentage on the other. Among the
foreign-born men the absence or presence of religious education was not,
apparently, a significant factor in intermarriage. Among the native-born men
of foreign parentage, those who were exposed to religious education were
more likely to intermarry than those who were not. Only further research
can reveal the reasons why for the second generation Jewish education has
had negative results.82

For the third generation, however, Jewish education was apparently sig-
nificant. Of the native-born men of native parentage who had had some
religious education, 16.4 per cent were intermarried. By contrast, the inter-
marriage rate was nearly twice as high, 30.3 per cent, among men without
religious education.

The unexpected finding that in the second generation those who had
been exposed to religious schooling had a higher intermarriage rate than
those who were not is supported, if only indirectly, by a recent study which
investigated the strength of the religious bond on intermarriage.83 The
tentative conclusion was that in the case of the Jews it may be the ethnic
rather than the religious bond which prevents intermarriage.84 It appears
that ethnic, cultural, and social bonds—expressed in a common language
and through voluntary organizations rooted in the "old country" and dedi-
cated to common values and ideals—are much stronger and broader than
the purely religious ones. Since ethnic ties of the third generation have been
virtually destroyed, a religious bond alone holds the members of the group
together.85 This may help to explain the relationship between religious

80 Donald J. Bogue, The Population of the United States (Glencoe, HI., 1959), p. 706.
81 Rosenthal, "Acculturation Without Assimilation? . . . ," loc. cit., 287.
82 That Jewish education may not leave a significant imprint on behavior and attitudes

was found by Aaron Antonovsky, "Aspects of New Haven Jewry," Yioo Annual of Jewish
Social Science, X (1955), p. 158.

83 Jerold S. Heiss, "Premarital Characteristics of the Religiously Intermarried in an Urban
Area," American Sociological Review, XXV (1960), 47-55.

84 Ibid., 54.
85 Judith R. Kramer and Seymour Lev en tm an, op. oit., p. 163.
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T A B L E 9. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND INTERMARRIAGE OF JEWISH HUSBANDS,
WASHINGTON, 1956

Religious Education

No answer and "don't know"
No religious education
Some religious education...

TOTAL

Religious Education

No answer and "don't know"
No religious education
Some religious education . . .

TOTAL

Religious Education

No answer and "don't know"
No religious education
Some religious education . .

TOTAL

Total In-married

Intermarried

Number Per cent

Foreign-born

199
397

4,489

5,085

199
390

4,422

5,011

7
67

74

1.8
1.5

1.4

Native-born of foreign parentage

468
1,215

11,416

13,099

458
1,165

10,145

11,768

10
50

1,271

1,331

2.1
4.1

11.1

10.2

Native-born of native parentage

154
600

3,093

3,847

154
418

2,586

3,158

182
507

689

30.2
16.4

17.9

education and intermarriage in the third generation, for whom exposure
to religious education cut the intermarriage rate in half. The Washington
data thus confirm the popular belief that religious education—in the third
generation at least—does serve to check intermarriage.

RELIGION OF CHILDREN OF
INTERMARRIAGE

The Washington survey did not ask the intermarried about the religion of
their children. However, the survey did enumerate all persons found in
households containing at least one Jew and asked: "Which of these people
are Jewish and which are not?" Table 10 analyzes the response. It should
be noted that the figures refer to the number of intermarried families, not
children. It can be seen that in at least 70 per cent of the families the chil-
dren were not considered to be Jewish, and in 9.6 per cent some children
were identified as Jewish and some as non-Jewish. In only 17.5 per cent of
the families were they identified as Jews.

Thus, well over 70 per cent of the intermarried couples raised their
children as non-Jews. Earlier investigators recorded the identical phen-
omenon. Fishberg states:
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All statistical evidence on the subject shows that about 75 per cent of all the
children born to Jews married to Christians are baptized immediately at birth,
and only 25 per cent are raised as Jews.86

Ruppin found that only 23 per cent of all children of mixed marriages
were raised as Jews in Prussia in 1910.87

TABLE 10. RELIGION OF CHILDREN IN INTERMARRIED FAMILIES, WASHINGTON,
1956.

Parent's
identification
of children

Jewish
Jewish and non-Jewish
Non-Jewish

TOTAL

No children at home.

Intermarried Families

Number

371
203

1,543

2,117

934

Per cent

175
9.6

72.9

100.0

-

Jewish husband

Number

309
203

1,148

1,660

434

Per cent

18.6
122,
69.2

100.0

-

Jewish wife

Number

62

395

457

500

Per cent

13.6

86.4

100.0

-

The Washington data also indicate that intermarried families where the
wife was Jewish were even less inclined to identify their children as Jews
than families where the husband was Jewish. The relatively greater loss of
identification of Jewish women who intermarry was also found in the survey
of Prussia in 1910.88

SUMMARY

The Washington data have advanced our knowledge of intermarriage in
many significant ways. We now know that a survey of the extent of Jewish
intermarriage must be so designed as to cast a net over the whole Jewish
as well as non-Jewish population rather than simply those identified as mem-
bers in or contributors to a Jewish organization. The survey found a rate of
intermarriage of 13.1 per cent, more than twice the rate that would have been
found if it had been based on a communal listing of Jewish families. The dif-
ferential analysis of the Washington rate for life-long residents and in-
migrants from the largest Jewish communities provided substantial support
for the validity of the Washington rate and for the inference that other Jewish
communities of this size (50,000 to 100,000) have a similar level of inter-
marriage.

The Washington data also made it possible to study the effect of various
social factors on the extent of Jewish intermarriage. Foremost among them

86 Maurice Fishberg, The Jews (New York, 1911), p. 214.
87 Arthur Ruppin, Soxiologie der Juden, I (Berlin, 1930), 225.
88 Ibid.
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is distance from immigration, with the result that among the native-born
of native parentage (the third and subsequent generations) the intermarriage
rate was about 18 per cent. Attendance at and graduation from college also
served to increase intermarriage, most significantly again for the third gener-
ation, where college attendance doubled the intermarriage rate—but where
graduate study lowered the rate significantly. While for the foreign-born
attendance at religious school had virtually no effect on the intermarriage
rate, for the native-born of foreign parentage a negative correlation was
found. However, in the third generation religious-school attendance con-
tributed significantly to lowering the intermarriage level. Traditional Jewish
economic activity was found to lower the chances for intermarriage: propri-
etors and managers had relatively low intermarriage levels.

Finally, the Washington data revealed that the children in at least 70
per cent of mixed families are lost to the Jewish group. This finding has
considerable implication for the future growth of the Jewish population in
the United States.

A P P E N D I X

Design of the Sample Survey
The major steps in the design of the sample survey of the Jewish population
of Greater Washington have been outlined by Stanley K. Bigman (op. cit.,
pp. 160-61) as follows:

The survey was intended to cover the Jewish community of Greater Washington.
This community, as we defined it, includes the permanent Jewish residents of the
"urbanized," or built-up, part of the Metropolitan Area, except persons living
in institutions or on military reservations, . . .
A complete census, or enumeration, of this Jewish population would have been
extremely expensive. It was not necessary, however. As in a large proportion of
the studies conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau and similar agencies, it was
possible to accomplish our purpose by selecting a sample carefully designed to
reproduce in miniature the whole population we wished to study. This sample
had to be so designed as to permit two things:
1. It had to be representative of all people—Jewish and Gentile—in the area.
From this sample we would then be able to determine the percentage of Jews
in the total population; and, multiplying this percentage by the total, we could
then find out how many Jews composed the community.
2. At the same time, the sample chosen had to contain a large enough number
of Jews (we wanted about 2,000 families) so that we could make a fairly in-
tensive analysis of their characteristics. Previous information indicated that Jews
were about 5% of the total, however, which meant that we could not expect a
reasonable-sized sample of the whole population to contain very many Jews.
What we did was to select two sets of samples, one to satisfy each of the above
conditions; check them against one another to prevent duplication; and use
appropriate statistical techniques to combine the two. For a representative
sample of the whole population, we utilized a sample of all blocks in the area,
and selected specified numbers of "dwelling units" (apartments and private
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houses) on each block. The sample of blocks was available from a previous
study conducted by the writer and Reuben Cohen at the Bureau of Social Science
Research. In each of 154 blocks, from 16 to 40 dwelling units were selected so
as to constitute 1 of each 100 dwelling units in the area. This was supplemented
by a sample of dwelling units constructed between January 1, 1954 (as of when
the block sample had been constructed) and June 30, 1955.
To obtain a large number of Jewish families, we made use of a "master list"
of known Jewish persons made available through the kindness of the United
Jewish Appeal. This list of 29,600 names and addresses we arranged in order
geographically while simultaneously removing duplications, business firms and
business addresses, incomplete addresses, addresses outside the survey area and
on military reservations, etc. The remaining 15,500 addresses, arranged in nine
geographical areas, were sampled at high rates where there were few Jews (for
example, every other address in Fairfax County, Virginia) and at low rates
where Jews were numerous (e.g., every 20th address in Northwest D.C.)
Special procedures were set up for handling apartment houses, for including
small new constructions projects and alterations, and for cross-checking each
part of the sample against the others (in the end there were six sub-samples to
be cross-checked and combined). The sample selected came to 7,622 addresses;
an additional 1,088 addresses were added during the study, following the pro-
cedures set up. In all, then, calls had to be made at 8,710 addresses.
The technically-inclined reader may wish to consult the following sources for
further information on the sampling design. For the general logic: Morris H.
Hansen, William N. Hurwitz and W. G. Madow. Sample Survey Methods and
Theory. Vol. I, Ch. 7, Sec. 10. New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1954. For a
description in great detail of a very similar design: Theodore W. Woolsey.
Sampling Methods for a Small Household Survey. Public Health Monographs,
No. 40. Washington: U.S. Govt. Printing Office, 1956. For a description of the
area sample: Reuben Cohen. An Investigation of Modified Probability Sampling
Procedures in Interview Surveys. Unpublished Master's Thesis, American Uni-
versity, 1955.
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Jewish Intermarriage in Iowa

w'HY single out Iowa for a study of Jewish intermarriage ra-
ther then a state along the Atlantic seaboard, such as New York, where a
large proportion of the Jewish population is concentrated? The answer is
simple. At present there are only two states, Indiana and Iowa, which col-
lect data on the religious affiliation of brides and grooms. Indiana began
Ihe centralized collection of such data in 1959,89 Iowa in 1953.

JEWISH POPULATION OF IOWA

Census data on the Jewish population of Iowa are not available, but in 1960
it was estimated to be 9,100, or .33 per cent of the total population.90 This
estimate finds support in the marriage statistics of the state, if one assumes
that the marriage rate of the Jews resembles that of the total population.
Between 1953 and 1959 Jewish grooms were .4 per cent and Jewish brides
.3 per cent of all grooms and brides in the state.

The Jewish population of Iowa resembles the total Jewish population
of the country in two important respects, urban residence and occupational
distribution, but it differs in the important respect of size of Jewish settle-
ment. We shall examine the Iowa Jewish population in the light of the fact
that urban residence is "the most outstanding characteristic of the Jewish
population and the one that distinguishes it most from the [other] major
religious groups" and that "the second most distinctive sociological attribute
of American Jews is their concentration in the white-collar occupations." 91

Table 11 shows that the residential distribution of the Jews of Iowa re-
sembles that of the Jews of the country as a whole. About 72 per cent of
the Iowa Jews live in the four largest cities, Des Moines, Cedar Rapids,
Sioux City, and Davenport. (Actually, the state line cuts through several
metropolitan areas. If Davenport, for example, is considered as a part of
the tri-city metropolitan area which includes Rock Island and Moline, 111.,
we see its Jewish population as part of a Jewish community of 3,375,
Tather than a tiny one of under a thousand. Similarly, the Jewish population
of Council Bluffs, which numbers only 450, is in reality part of a metro-
politan area which includes Omaha, Neb., and has a Jewish community of
7,715.) As Table 11 shows, about 88 per cent of the Jews of Iowa live
in cities with populations greater than 25,000, as compared with 32 per
cent of the total population.92

89 The author hopes to study Jewish intermarriage in Indiana soon.
90AJYB, 1961 (Vol. 62), pp. 58, 63.
91 Erich Rosenthal, "Jewish Fertility in the United States," loc. cit., pp. 11, 18.
92 V.S. Census of Population, 1960: Number of Inhabitants, Iowa, (Final Report PC

(D-17A), p. 17-8, Table 3.
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TABLE 11. JEWISH POPULATION OF SELECTED CITIES, IOWA, 1960

City

Des Moines
Cedar Rapids . . .
Sioux City
Davenport
Waterloo
Dubuque
Council Bluffs . .
Ottumwa
Mason City
Fort Dodge
Marshalltown . . .
Muscatine
All others

Total Population*

Number

208,982
92,035
89,159
88,981
71,755
56,606
55,641
33,871
30,642
28,379
22,521
20,997

1,957,948

Rank
order

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

Estimated Jewish Population*

Rank
order

1
6
2
3
5

12
4
7
8

11
95
9.5

Number

3,200
320

2,200
875
400
100
450
175
150
115
120
120
875

Per
cent

15
0.3
2.5
1.0
0.6
0.2
0.8
0.5
0.5
0.4
0.5
0.6
0.04

Cumulative

Number

3,200
3,520
5,720
6,595
6,995 .
7,095
7545
7,720
7,870
7,985
8,105
8,225
9,100

Per
cent

35.2
38.7
62.9
725
76.9
78.0
82.9
84.8
865
87.7
89.1
90.4

100.0

a U.S. Census of Population, 1960: Number of Inhabitants, Iowa, Final Report, PC
(1)-17A, 1961, pp. 17-23-28, Table 8.

bAJYB, Vol. 62 (1961), pp. 58, 63.

Since to a considerable degree the occupational distribution of a group
follows from its preference for urban or rural residence, it should be ex-
pected that the occupational distribution of the Jewish population of Iowa
will resemble that of the Jewish population of the country as a whole and
will differ considerably from that of the total population of the United
States generally, and of Iowa specifically. Table 12 bears this out. About
84 per cent of all Jewish bridegrooms in Iowa and 78.2 per cent of Jewish
household heads in the United States were white-collar workers (profes-
sionals, managers, and clerical and sales workers). By contrast, 33.8 per
cent of all heads of households in the United States and 41.0 per cent of
male employed persons in the urban areas of Iowa were in white-collar
occupations.

While 94.6 per cent of the Jews of the United States live in communities
having at least 10,000 Jews, and of these, fully 74.5 per cent live in com-
munities with a Jewish population of more than 100,000,93 the Jewish com-
munities of Iowa are considerably smaller. Besides an unknown number of
communities with fewer than 100 Jews, six communities have from 100 to
199 Jews and only two have a Jewish population of over 1,000 (Table 11).
Only one city has a Jewish population of as many as 2,200.94

93AJYB, 1959 (Vol. 60), pp. 13-17.
94 For a brief history of these communities see Jack Wolfe, A Century with Iowa Jewry

(Des Moines, Iowa, 1941).
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T A B L E 12. OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS, UNITED STATES,
1953-55; OF JEWISH BRIDEGROOMS, IOWA, 1953-59, AND OF MALE
EMPLOYED CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE, IOWA, 1960

{Per cent)

Occupation

Professional, technical and
kindred workers

Managers, officials, and proprie-
tors, except farm

Clerical and kindred workers
Sales workers
Craftsmen, foremen, and

kindred workers
Operatives and kindred workers
Service workers, including

private households
Farmers and farm managers...
Farm laborers
Laborers, except farm and mine

workers

TOTAL

United States
Household Heads

1953-59*

All
religions

10.0

12.6
6.4
4.8

19.4
20.3

7.6
10.8
2.0

6.1

100.0

Jews

17.6

36.0
9.6

15.0

7.2
12.0

1.3

1.3

100.0

Jewish
grooms
Iowa

1953-59*

41.8

18.8
3.3

20.3

6.7
4.8

1.9
0.5
0.2

1.7

100.0

Male employed
persons

Iowa, 1960c

State

7.7

9.7
5.1
6.6

155
16.2

4.4
21.6
5.0

5.5

97.3

Urban

11.1

12.9
7.5
95

20.4
20.0

6.5
0.9
0.9

6.9

96.6

a Donald J. Bogue, op. cit., p. 703.
b Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.
c U.S. Census of Population, 1960: General Social and Economic Characteristics, Iowa,

Final Report, PC(1)-17C, 1962, pp. 17-182, Table 57.

NATURE OF THE DATA

In 1952, an entry for "religious denomination" was included on Iowa mar-
riage-record forms and since January 1, 1953, some of these data have
been published.95 More detailed data on Jewish marriages between 1953
and 1959 than have been published were made available to the writer.

On the Iowa marriage-record form, bride and groom, two witnesses, and
the officiant certify that the information furnished is correct to the best of
their knowledge and belief. The form requires information on "usual resi-
dence," "place and date of birth," "color-race," "usual occupation," "busi-
ness or industry," "religious denomination," "parents' names," and previous
marital history.

The ascription of religious affiliation, then, is based partly on the in-

95 Iowa Department of Public Health, Division of Vital Statistics, Annual Reports, 1954-
1961.
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dividual's self-definition and partly on the definitions furnished by his
friends (the witnesses) and the community (the officiant). The method
corresponds with that normally used to identify individuals as Jewish.98

In 1959 (as in other years), only .1 per cent of all Iowa brides and grooms
failed to specify their religion.97

E X T E N T OF JEWISH I N T E R M A R R I A G E

Between 1953 and 1959 in Iowa, there were about 100 marriages annually
in which at least one of the partners was a Jew.98 Table 13 shows that a
maximum of 63.7 per cent (in 1953) and a minimum of 46.4 per cent (in
1959) were marriages where both partners were Jews. (This figure and all
other figures referring to the extent of intermarriage in Iowa are based on
formation data, not status data.) The proportion of intermarriages ranged
from a minimum of 36.3 per cent to a maximum of 53.6 per cent. During
the seven-year period, the average intermarriage level was 42.2 per cent.

TABLE 13. JEWISH MARRIAGES, IOWA, 1953-59

1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

TOTAL

Number

Total

91
84

103
99

107
108
84

676

In-
marriages

58
52
57
59
59
67
39

391

Inter-
marriages

33
32
46
40
48
41
45

285

Per cent

Total

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

100.0

In-
marriages

63.7
61.9
55.3
59.6
55.1
62.0
46.4

57.8

Inter-
marriages

36.3
38.1
44.7
40.4
44.9
38.0
53.6

425

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.

Differential participation of Jewish men and women in intermarriage,
which has been repeatedly observed for large Jewish communities (p. 17),
is also a fact in the Jewish communities of Iowa. Of 285 intermarriages, 216
or 75.8 per cent involved Jewish men and 69 or 24.2 per cent involved
Jewish women.

While most people would consider a 42.2-per-cent rate of intermarriage
as high, it is far lower than random selection would produce. If Jews were

96 However, for Catholic grooms and brides conflicts about religious identification can
arise, according to Burchinal, William F. Kenkel, and Chancellor, "Comparisons of State- and
Diocese-Reported Marriage Data for Iowa, 1953-57," American Catholic Sociological Review,
XXm (1962), 21-29.

97 Annual Report, 1959, p. 148.
98 All such marriages are here referred to as Jewish marriages.
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to select their marital partners at random, the intermarriage rate in Iowa
would be over 99 per cent It must be assumed, therefore, that the Iowa
rate is held to 42 per cent by factors that relate to the effects of group
affiliation and background on the individual Jew.

How does the intermarriage rate of 42.2 per cent for 1953-59 compare
with previous rates? Does it reflect a long-term trend upward or downward?
Data of the quality and completeness of 1953-59 are not available for earlier
years, and the seven-year period for which we do have data is too short to
establish a trend. Figure 3, which shows Jewish intermarriages expressed
as percentages of all Jewish marriages in' Iowa, bears this out; it fails to
indicate a clear trend.

There is some evidence that in Iowa a high level of intermarriage has
been traditional. Rosenthal stresses "the frequent incidence of intermar-
riages involving Jewish and Christian partners" in Des Moines." The only
rabbi in Des Moines willing to officiate at intermarriages, Eugene Mann-
heimer, "officiated at 310 ceremonies [between 1902 and 1949] of which
17 per cent were intermarriages." 10° Rosenthal reports that between 1905
and 1915 "about ten intermarriages out of a total of forty weddings" were
performed by this rabbi.101 The intermarriages reported by Rabbi Mann-
heimer, however, represented only a minimum number, since the great
majority of such marriages are not solemnized in a religious ceremony, Jew-
ish or Christian. Between 1953 and 1959, 65.6 per cent of Jewish inter-
marriages were solemnized in a civil ceremony, as compared with 20.5
per cent of Jewish in-marriages. We may rely upon Rosenthal's assertion
Aat a high level of intermarriage is traditional in the state of Iowa.

SOCIAL FACTORS IN I N T E R M A R R I A G E

Nativity
It will be recalled that nativity was found to have a strong influence on the

level of intermarriage in the Jewish community of Greater Washington. Since
the Iowa marriage form does not record nativity, we cannot measure its effect
on intermarriage in that state. However, this factor has been noted by the
historian Rosenthal, who attributes considerable weight to it:

The incidence of mixed marriages was particularly heavy among the second
and third generation of American-born Jews and thus affected the older fam-
ilies more than those of more recent immigrants. . . . Since the time of World
War I the rate of marriages uniting Jew and non-Jew, at least here in Iowa, has
not decreased, though it now affects equally both the descendants of "German"
and "East European" families.102

99 Frank Rosenthal, The Jews of Des Moines: The First Century (Des Moines, 1957),
p. 160.

100 John E. Mayer, Jewish-Gentile Intermarriage in the United States (unpublished mas-
ter's thesis, Columbia University, 1951), p. 5.

101 Frank Rosenthal, op. cit., p. 201.
102 Ibid., p. 161.
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Size of Place
If we wish to establish that intermarriage increases with the decreasing

size of the Jewish community, we need information about the size of the
community of origin of bride and groom. Yet the only data applicable to
the purposes of this investigation and available to the writer were occurrence
data, referring to the city or town where the marriage was solemnized.
The usefulness of such data is limited by several considerations. Although
we can assume that many if not most of these marriages were performed
at either the bride's or the groom's place of usual residence, we must allow
that some were performed at a third place that was the usual residence of
neither, and that in at least a few instances couples came from out of state
to get married. In addition, the threefold classification—rural areas, towns
(population 2,500-9,999) and cities (10,000 and over)—precludes the
possibility of distinguishing between the relatively large Jewish communities
of Des Moines, Sioux City, and Davenport, and the smaller communities in
the other cities. Iowa cities with a population of 10,000 and over include
many places where there are fewer than 100 Jews.

Nevertheless, the data presented in Table 14 are of great significance.

TABLE 14. JEWISH MARRIAGES BY SIZE OF PLACE OF MARRIAGE, IOWA,1953-59

Type of Marriage

In-marriages
Intermarriages
All Jewish marriages

Total

Num-
ber

391
285
676

Per
cent

57.8
42.2

100.0

Cities
WflOO and over

Num-
ber

344
179
523

Per
cent

65.8
345

100.0

Towns
2^00-9,999

Num-
ber

14
39
53

Per
cent

35.9
64.1

100.0

Rural
areas

Num-
ber

33
67

100

Per
cent

33.0
67.0

100.0

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.

First of all, 523 out of 676 or 77.4 per cent of all marriages were solemnized
in cities of more than 10,000, where the intermarriage rate was 34.2 per
cent, 8 points lower than for the state as a whole. In the 153 marriages—
about 20 a year—performed in towns and rural areas during the seven-year
period, the intermarriage rate was twice as high, 64.1 and 67 per cent
respectively. These data tell a story of "The Disappearing Small-town
Jew":

About twenty years ago I attended a family reunion of a group of my father's
cousins in a little town in the Middle West where I had lived as a child. The
sons of a large family had come back from their widely scattered homes: Sam
from his farm in Nebraska, Ludwig from the Black Hills, William from his
clothing store in a small Iowa city. Even Frank had turned up, all the way from
Texas, wearing a ten-gallon hat and wielding a cigarette-holder almost a foot
long.
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In the whole mishpocha, the only Jewish wife, besides my own, was Emil's—he
kept a delicatessen store in St. Louis. The children of these mixed marriages
were Lutherans, Methodists, Christian Scientists, according to the churches of
their mothers. Frank from Texas boasted that his son [was] brought up by a
pious Catholic mother.103

As was noted above (p. 11), there are at least 200,000 Jews, or 60,000 Jew-
ish families, throughout the country who face a similar loss of identity.104

Remarriage
A person who upon termination of his first marriage through divorce or

the death of his spouse wishes to remarry is confronted with a limited sup-
ply of eligible mates.105 Since the Jewish marriage market in general was
found to be disorganized in small Jewish communities, with a resultant high
intermarriage rate, it can be expected that the rate of intermarriage will be
even higher for other marriages, where one or both partners has been pre-
viously married, than for first marriages, where both partners are being
married for the first time.108

TABLE 15. JEWISH MARRIAGES, FIRST AND OTHER, IOWA, 1953-59

In-marriages
Intermarriages
All Jewish marriages.

All marriages

Number

391
285
676

Per cent

57.8
42.2

100.0

First marriages

Number

289
165
454

Per cent

63.7
36.3

100.0

Other marriages

Number

102
120
222

Percent

45.9
54.1

100.0

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.

Table 15 shows that this expectation is borne out. The intermarriage rate
is 36.3 per cent for first marriages and rises to 54.1 per cent for other
marriages, an increase of nearly 50 per cent. An analysis of the relationship
of age to intermarriage (pp. 46-48) adduces additional evidence that the
remarriage market is a separate entity and that persons desiring to remarry
face even greater obstacles in finding a Jewish partner than previously un-
married persons.

It will be recalled (Table 14) that with decreasing size of place the inter-
marriage rate increases. Table 16 and Figure 4 show that remarriage affects
the intermarriage rate most sharply in cities of 10,000 and more. There the
intermarriage rate is a relatively low 28.4 per cent but rises to 47.5 per cent

103 Lee J. Levinger, "The Disappearing Small-town Jew," Commentary, August 1952, 157.
104 The inverse relationship between size of Jewish community and intermarriage has

also been observed for Canada: Louis Rosenberg, "The Demography of the Jewish Com-
munity in Canada," Jewish Journal of Sociology, I (1959), 226.

105 The chances of remarriage in general have been calculated by Paul H. Jacobson,
American Marriages and Divorce (New York, 1959), pp. 82-87.

106 For a discussion of the differences between first marriages and other marriages, see
Paul C. Glick, American Families (New York, 1957), pp. 103-129.
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for remarriages, an increase of 66.5 per cent. However, the differential in the
intermarriage rate between first and other marriages becomes smaller as one
proceeds from city to town, and disappears entirely in the rural areas.
This means that an aspirant for a first marriage in a town encounters nearly
as much' difficulty in finding a Jewish marriage partner as a previously
married person, and a person in a rural area fully as much. In other words,
the Jewish marriage market there is as disorganized for first marriages as
it is for remarriages.107

T A B L E 16. FIRST AND OTHER JEWISH MARRIAGES BY SIZE OF PLACE, IOWA,
1953-59 '

Type of Marriage

All first Jewish
marriages

In-marriages . . .
Intermarriages .

All other Jewish
marriages

In-marriages ..
Intermarriages

Total

Num-
ber

454
289
165

222
102
120

Per
cent

100.0
63.7
36.3

100.0
45.9
54.1

Cities

10,000 and over

Num-
ber

363
260
103

160
84
76

Per
cent

100.0
71.6
28.4

100.0
52.5
47.5

2J00-9299

Num-
ber

36
11
25

17
3

14

Per
cent

100.0
30.6
69.4

100.0
17.7
82.3

Rural

Num-
ber

55
18
37

45
15
30

Per
cent

100.0
32.7
67.3

100.0
33.3
66.7

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.

Occupation
That the choice of an occupation by an individual often reflects the values

held by his group (p. 24) is borne out in Iowa both for first and for
other marriages (Table 17). Among Jewish grooms in first marriages, 29.6
per cent were intermarried. The intermarriage rate is lowest among managers,
officials, and proprietors (10.3 per cent), rises to 23.6 per cent for sales
workers, and to 32.2 per cent—slightly above the level of the total group—
for professionals. All white-collar groups combined have an intermarriage
rate of 27.2 per cent. Blue-collar workers, by contrast, have a rate of 46.8
per cent.

As is to be expected, the intermarriage rate in remarriages is considerably
higher, 47.9 per cent. Here the disparity between white-collar and blue-

107 A future study would seek to discover which of the partners to a remarriage is
being married for the first time. About 23 per cent of Iowa brides in other marriages, and
25 per cent of grooms, enter marriage for the first time: Iowa Department of Public Health,
Division of Vital Statistics, Annual Report, 1959, p. 147.
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collar occupations is even greater than in first marriages, 39.5 per cent as
compared with 75.5 per cent.

The data presented in Table 17, particularly for first marriages, support
the thesis that the Jewish groom's occupation significantly affects his choice
of bride. Do non-Jewish men who marry Jewish women share the occupa-
tional preferences of Jewish grooms? Are these non-Jewish grooms the part-
ners and professional colleagues of the Jewish grooms? The data in Table 18
reveal, first of all, a considerable difference between first marriages and re-
marriages. In the latter, only 39.1 per cent of the non-Jewish grooms were
white-collar workers, as compared with 76.6 per cent of Jewish grooms.
However, in first marriages non-Jewish grooms of Jewish brides show a
tendency to be in a white-collar occupation. To be sure, it is not as pro-
nounced as it is for Jewish grooms—59 per cent, as compared with 87.9
per cent—but these non-Jewish grooms were nearly three times more likely
to be in white-collar occupations than all Iowa grooms in 1953, the only
year for which such data have been published.

Age

According to Jacobson,

the prospects of marriage have generally been very favorable in the United
States. A large proportion of our men and women marry at an early age and,
even for those who do not, the chances of eventual marriage are excellent. This
situation is due in large measure to the advantageous economic conditions in our
country.108

If only because they have to postpone full-time gainful employment, the
well-educated generally enter a first marriage later than those with an aver-
age education. In 1950 the median age at first marriage in urban areas for
men with four or more years of college was 26.1, for women 23.9.109

The propensity of Jewish men and women for white-collar occupations,
accompanied as it is by longer-than-average formal education, delays mar-
riage. The Washington data show (p. 22, Table 4) that about 75 per cent
of all native-born Jewish men had 13 or more years of education and that
the proportion of Jewish women who have graduated from college is almost
double that for the total white female population.110 Glick found further
that "among persons with recent first marriages the education of the hus-
band tends to be about the same as the education of the wife." m These
facts will help to explain the higher-than-average age of the brides—both
Jewish and non-Jewish—of Jewish grooms in Iowa.

In first marriages Jewish grooms are on the average at least 2Vi years

108 Jacobson, op. tit., p. 75.
109 Glick, op. cit., pp. 115-16. Glick also found that those with less-than-average edu-

cation often postpone their first marriages, too, presumably because of the difficulties of ob-
taining permanent or well-paying jobs.

110 Erich Rosenthal, "Jewish Fertility in the United States," loc. cit., p. 15.
111 Glick, op. cit., p. 116.
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older than all Iowa grooms of all religious backgrounds (Table 19). Their
brides, Jewish as well as non-Jewish, are at least two years older than all
Iowa brides. (The non-Jewish brides are older than the in-married Jewish
brides. The reason for this is unclear.) The marriage-age pattern for non-
Jewish grooms and their Jewish brides is distinctly different from the one
described. These brides marry at a younger age, even younger than all Iowa
brides—perhaps because, aware of the deficiencies of the Jewish marriage
market, they prefer immediate marriage to non-Jewish partners to an un-
certain search for Jewish husbands. The average age of their grooms is only
slightly higher than that of all Iowa grooms, 22.7 compared with 22.1.

T A B L E 19. MEDIAN AGES OF GROOMS AND BRIDES, IOWA, 1953-59

Type of marriage

Groom Bride

In-marriage
Jewish Jewish

Intermarriage
Jewish Non-Jewish
Non-Jewish Jewish

All marriages, Jewish
and Non-Jewish

First marriage

Number

289

121
44

a

Median age

Groom

24.8

24.6
22.7

22.1

Bride

21.8

22.3
19.6

19.8

Other marriage

Number

102

95
25

a

Median age

Groom

39.7

37.0
38.3

a

Bride

35.3

30.7
35.8

a

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics,
a No information.

Table 19 also shows that the remarriage market is an entity separate and
apart from the first-marriage market. The differences between the average
ages at which first and other marriages occur are very considerable. They
are most pronounced in in-marriages and in intermarriages between non-
Jewish grooms and Jewish brides, where the minimum difference is 13 years,
and less pronounced in intermarriages between Jewish grooms and non-
Jewish brides, where it is at least 8 years. The median age for all grooms
in remarriages is about 40, for Jewish brides about 35, and for non-Jewish
brides over 30.112

The greater incidence of intermarriage in remarriages and the higher
median age at remarriage suggests that intermarriage may be a function
of age.

The age-graded features of the American mate-selection system limit the supply
of previously unmarried marriage partners. Finding a previously unmarried

112 Similar age differences between first marriages and remarriages were observed by
Glick, ibid., pp. 113-14.
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mate of one's own religious faith who meets other personal criteria is more
difficult for the unmarried persons who are in their late twenties or older. For
these reasons . . . religious endogamy is expected to be lower among [them].113

This aspect of the marriage market is examined in Table 20. In first mar-
riages, among grooms there is no clear-cut relation between age and inter-
marriage. Among the younger, the highest level of intermarriage occurs
between the ages of 20 and 24, and the lowest between 30 and 34. Taking
the 15-to-34-year-old grooms as one group, however, and the 35-to-54-year-
old grooms as another, we observe the expected relationship. The inter-
marriage rate for the first group is 28.4 per cent and for the second 46.1
per cent. (But there are only 26 cases in the older group.)

The expected relationship does not emerge for Jewish brides in first
marriages. While 13.5 per cent of Jewish brides under 35 are intermarried,
none older than that are. The highest percentage of intermarriage occurs
between 15 and 19 and between 30 and 34.

The relation between age and intermarriage of grooms in other marriages
is different from that of grooms in first marriages. While the intermarriage
rate for grooms in other marriages is 48.2 per cent, it is only 31.6 per cent
for grooms between 15 and 24, rises to 55.8 per cent for those 25 to 49
years old, and then drops back to 30.0 per cent.

The low intermarriage rate for the youngest age group is probably due
to the fact that most of these grooms are entering marriage for the first
time, and it is their brides who are remarrying.114

R E L I G I O N OF NON-JEWISH BRIDES
AND GROOMS

Have Jewish men and women who intermarry a preference for spouses of a
particular denomination? Table 21 shows that 80.3 per cent of the
non-Jewish brides and 75.8 per cent of the non-Jewish grooms in Jewish in-
termarriages are Protestants. The preponderance of Protestant marriage part-
ners is not the result of any preference on the part of Jewish men and
women, but rather reflects the religious composition of the population of
Iowa.

Most Iowans are Protestant.115 Roman Catholics were 15.8 per cent of
the population of the state in 1958.116 This figure reflects "recognized mem-
bership rather than claimed membership." 117 It is likely that many who are
not officially members of the church, in response to the Iowa marriage-form
question about religious belief or background, nevertheless identify them-

113 Burchinal and Chancellor, "Ages at Marriage, Occupations of Grooms and Interreligious
Marriage Rates," Social Forces, XL (1962), 349.

114 p. 43, note 107.
115 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., Churches and Church

Membership in the United States, Series A, No. 1, p. 4 (New York, 1956). "General Sum-
mary Table," p. 2. (New York, 1958), ff p. 1231.

116 Official Catholic Directory, 1958, "General Summary Table," p. 1231.
Ill Ibid., p. ii.
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T A B L E 21 . RELIGIONS OF NON-JEWISH BRIDES AND GROOMS IN JEWISH INTER-
MARRIAGES, IOWA, 1953-59

Religion

Roman Catholic
Protesant
Other

Total specified
Not specified
None

TOTAL

Non-Jewish brides

Number

39
163

1

203
1

12

216

Per cent

19.2
80.3
05

100.0

Non-Jewish grooms

Number

15
47
0

62
1
6

69

Per cent

24.2
75.8
0.0

100.0

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.

selves as Catholics. It can therefore be assumed that the 15.8 per-cent figure
is a minimum. This figure, in the context of available evidence which indi-
cates that the Catholic population of the state is most heavily concentrated
in the five largest cities containing the heaviest concentrations of the Jewish
population,118 makes it possible to conclude that the ratio of Catholic brides
to all non-Jewish brides of Jewish grooms is a fairly accurate reflection of
their distribution in the state.

118 Churches and Church Membership, Series E, No. 2, Table 141, part 1.

TABLE 22. DENOMINATIONS OF PROTESTANT BRIDES OF JEWISH GROOMS, IOWA,
1953-59

Denomination

Lutheran
Methodist
Presbyterian
Baptist
Episcopal
Other

Total specified

Not Specified

TOTAL

Brides

Number

44
26
11
10
9

17

117
(71.8 per cent)

46
(28.2 per cent)

163
(100.0 per cent)

Rank order

1
2
3
4
5

Protesant
Population*

Rank order

I
2
3
6
9

Source: Iowa Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics.
a National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., Churches and Church Mem-

bership in the United States, Series C, Bulletin No. 22, New York, 1957.
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An analysis of the denominational affiliation of Protestant brides (Table
22) yields further evidence of the absence of any preference on the part
of Jewish men for brides of a particular religious background. Lutheran,
Methodist, and Presbyterian, in that order, are the most frequently affirmed
denominations of Protestant brides. These denominations, in the same order,
are also the largest in the state. It is likely that if the brides who did not
specify their denominational background had done so, the two rank orders
in Table 22 would have corresponded even more closely. It is clear that
Jews who intermarry have no preference for one religion or denomination
over another.

A tabulation of the relevant data—not presented here—indicates that the
denominational backgrounds of non-Jewish partners is virtually the same
in first marriages and in remarriages.

SUMMARY

With the introduction of religious-background information on the Iowa
marriage-record form, it became possible for the first time to determine the
extent of Jewish intermarriage in one state of the Union, and to relate it to
size of place, remarriage, occupation, age at marriage, and religious back-
ground of non-Jewish partner.

While the Jews of Iowa share with all American Jews a preference for
urban life, they differ in one important respect: they live in relatively small
Jewish communities. Therefore, the Iowa findings can be projected only to
areas where similar settlement patterns prevail.

It was found that for the seven-year period 1953-59 the intermarriage
rate fluctuated between 36.3 and 53.6 per cent and averaged 42.2 per cent.
This high level does not come as a surprise to students of Iowa Jewish
communities, who have observed that a high level of Jewish intermarriage
is traditional in the state. A high correlation was found between the size of
town or city where marriages were performed and the proportion of inter-
marriage. While in cities of 10,000 or more, the intermarriage rate was 34.2
per cent, it was almost twice as high in towns and rural areas.

The occupation of Jewish grooms was found to be the second most im-
portant factor bearing on intermarriage. In first marriages, grooms in
white-collar occupations had an intermarriage level of 27.2 per cent, as
compared with 46.8 per cent among blue-collar workers. In other mar-
riages, the disparity between the two occupational groups was even higher.
It should be noted that the distribution of white-collar workers is related to
urban residence.

Our understanding of the adequacy of the functioning of the marriage
market in the Iowa communities was considerably enhanced by studying
the combined effects of residence and remarriage on intermarriage. It was
found that in rural areas the marriage market was so poorly organized that
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the chances of intermarriage were as high in a first marriage as in a re-
marriage. In cities of more than 10,000, the marriage market for first mar-
riages was relatively well organized, the intermarriage rate being held to
28.4 per cent. However, in remarriages the intermarriage level was 47.5.

The assumption that age has a significant effect upon intermarriage was
tested, with the following results: For Jewish grooms in first marriages a
correlation is observed only if all age brackets are consolidated into younger
(15-34) and older (35-49) groups. (However, the total number of grooms
in the latter group was very small.) For grooms in other marriages, the
level of intermarriage drops for the highest age group. The data for the
Jewish brides tend to indicate an inverse relationship between age and
intermarriage.

Finally, the Iowa data allowed us to determine whether Jewish men and
women who intermarry prefer members of one Christian religion or de-
nomination rather than another. The evidence strongly suggests that such
preferences do not exist, since the religious backgrounds of non-Jewish
grooms and brides correspond closely to the known religious distribution of
the total population.

Conclusion
1 IMPLICATIONS OF JEWISH INTERMARRIAGE

FOR GROUP COHESION

A HE studies presented here were undertaken in order to determine
whether the Jewish community in the United States has moved or is likely
to move from the stage of acculturation into the last phase of the so-called
race-relations cycle, assimilation and amalgamation.

The data for Greater Washington as well as for Iowa have shown that the
Jewish community has begun to be affected by it. The Washington findings
emphasize the process of acculturation prevalent in our large Jewish com-
munities while the Iowa data expose the dysfunction of the marriage market
in small communities and among small-town Jews.

The analysis of the Washington data has revealed that the intermarriage
rate rises from about 1 per cent among the first generation—the foreign-
born immigrants—to 10.2 per cent for the native-born of foreign parentage
and to 17.9 per cent for the native-born of native parentage (third and
subsequent generations). The considerable differentials that were observed
in the intermarriage rates among the first, second, and third generations
have a threefold significance:

1. They show that the Jewish community of the United States is subject
to the processes of assimilation and amalgamation in such a manner that
the ethnic and religious bonds that welded the immigrant generation
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into a highly organized community are becoming progressively weaker.
2. They cast doubt on the doctrine of the persistence of religious en-

dogamy in American life and on the idea of the "return of the third
generation." 119

3. They reveal that a total intermarriage rate is not very meaningful. Since
intermarriage is virtually completely absent among the first-generation
immigrants, the gross rate hides the process of assimilation that is at
work among subsequent generations.

The studies presented here reveal the effect of the size of the Jewish com-
munity upon the rate of intermarriage. Again, the gross intermarriage rate
conceals the fact that with decreasing size of the Jewish community the level
of intermarriage is likely to increase. For the Jewish community of the size
found in Greater Washington (about 80,000 persons), the intermarriage rate
was 13.1 per cent. However, the intermarriage rate of in-migrants from larger
communities, particularly from the one centered in and around New York
City, was significantly lower. The analysis of the marriage-formation data for
Iowa also showed that with decreasing size of the Jewish community the
intermarriage rate increases sharply.

That intermarriage usually spells the end of belonging to the Jewish
group is demonstrated by the fact that in at least 70 per cent of the mixed
families in Greater Washington the children were not identified with the
Jewish group. This finding, which repeats earlier European experiences,
takes on special significance if viewed against the fact that the fertility of
the Jewish population in the United States is barely sufficient to maintain
its present size.120 In the absence of large-scale immigration, it may well be
that intermarriage is going to be of ever increasing significance in the future
demographic balance of the Jewish population in the United States.

119 Will Herberg, Protestant^Catholic-Jeto (New York 1956), pp. 43—46. For a rejection
of this doctrine for the Roman Catholic population see John L. Thomas, "The Factor of
Religion in the Selection of Marriage Mates," American Sociological Review, XVI (1951),
487-92.

120 Erich Rosenthal, "Jewish Fertility in the United States," toe. cit., p. 25.




