
AMERICAN
JEWISH
YEAR BOOK
A Record of Events and Trends
in American and World Jewish Life

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE AND JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY OF AMERICA



The AMERICAN JEWISH YEAR
BOOK, 1972, continues to present
a uniquely thorough account of
Jewish life in the United States
and throughout the world. The
highlight of the current volume is
a comprehensive study of "The
Legal Status of the American Jew-
ish Community," by Daniel J.
Elazar and Stephen R. Goldstein.
They determined that American
Jews as a community possess a
distinctive legal status. fr-
on both American '-
law and traditio...

To balance the relationship be-
tween diaspora Jewry and Israel,
and to define more closely the
spheres of activity of the Agency,
the World Jewish Congress, Amer-
ican Jewry and the state of Israel,
the Jewish Agency was reconsti-
tuted in June 1971. Ernest Stock's
analysis contributes to an under-
standing of the subject.

Jewish education in the United
States, a matter of much concern
in the community, is surveyed by
Hillel Hochberg of the American
Association for Jewish Education
in a statistical analysis of en-
rollment in Jewish schools, the
day school, teachers' salaries
and tuition fees, and the com-
munal financing of educational
institutions.

Stuart E. Rosenberg of Toronto
discusses the implications for
Canadian Jewry of the French sep-
aratist movement in Quebec. He
indicates that a separation of the
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Preface

-HE Legal Status of the American Jewish Community" presents
the results of research undertaken by Daniel J. Elazar of Temple University
and Stephen R. Goldstein of the University of Pennsylvania Law School to
determine whether American Jews, as a community, have a distinctive legal
status. They established that American Jews possess such a status, founded
on laws governing voluntary institutions of all types and their interpretation
by the courts, as well as on the legally defined powers of the specific Jewish
religious institutions.

A major effort to achieve a more balanced relationship between di-
aspora Jewry and Israel was the reconstitution of the Jewish Agency in
June 1971. The analysis of this event by Ernest Stock, director of the Jacob
Hiatt Institute in Jerusalem, discusses the development of interactions be-
tween the Jewish Agency and the World Jewish Congress; between them
and United States Jewry, particularly non-Zionists; and between these and
the Israel government.

In view of the continuing emphasis on the importance of Jewish education,
the statistical survey of trends and developments in the field by Hillel Hoch-
berg should be of interest. It deals with Jewish school enrollment, the day
school, teachers' salaries and tuition fees in all types of schools, and
communal financing of local Jewish education.

The current volume contains two regular features which had to be omitted
from the 1971 YEAR BOOK. Alvin Chenkin has revised United States popula-
tion figures to fill the gap between 1968 and 1971. Further revision awaits the
evaluation of data of the National Jewish Population Study conducted for
the Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare Funds. Daniel J. Elazar's
biennial discussion of the literature of Jewish public affairs, "Confrontation
and Reconstitution," covers selected publications for the three years 1969-71.

Several other articles in the Review of the Year will be of special interest
to our readers:

In "French Separatism: Its Implications for Canadian Jewry," Stuart £.
Rosenberg of Toronto discusses whether the Jewish community could survive
a separation of Quebec from the rest of Canada.

Murray Friedman's article, "Intergroup Relations and Tensions in the




