
Italy and the Vatican

National Affairs

THE DEATH OF Pope John Paul II and the election of German-
born Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger as his successor dominated the news.
John Paul died April 2, aged 84, just over two months after falling ill with
the flu. Ratzinger, 78, who had been a close aide and friend, was elected
pope on April 19, taking the name Benedict XVI. Known as a hard-line
theologian, Ratzinger had served for two decades as the Vatican's doc-
trinal watchdog in his capacity as head of the Congregation of the Doc-
trine of the Faith. The papal transition was a worldwide media event and
drew an unprecedented number of pilgrims to Rome.

Italian domestic politics centered on preparations for the April 2006
general elections pitting Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's ruling center-
right coalition against the center-left opposition led by Romano Prodi, a
former prime minister and former head of the European Commission.
The center-left made sharp gains in regional elections held in early April
2005. With voters in 13 of the country's 20 regions going to the polls, the
center-left rode to victory in 11 of them. The results prompted Berlus-
coni to resign, reshuffle his cabinet, and form a new government. An opin-
ion poll at the end of November indicated that Prodi's coalition would
garner 52.7 percent of the vote against just 40.2 percent for Berlusconi's
bloc. But in December, Berlusconi's allies pushed through a controver-
sial electoral reform law that, according to the opposition, was intended

tielp the center-right. The law restored a completely proportional vot-
system, replacing the mixed proportional and majority system put in

in 1994.

une, in what was widely viewed as a test of Church influence in Italy,
vatican-backed voter boycott helped defeat a referendum to ease re-

Dns on assisted fertility and embryo research. Voter turnout was just
ercent, far less than the required 50 percent, thus invalidating the
dum.
political scene was also marked by a long-running scandal cen-
on Antonio Fazio, head of Italy's central bank, who was accused

showing unfair bias against a Dutch bank that tried to take over an
an bank. By the end of the year Fazio was forced to resign.

385
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Italy maintained troops in Iraq. With at least 800,000 Mut11 iiving
in Italy—most of them immigrants from North Africa and elsewhere—
there was concern throughout the year about Muslim extremists and po-
tential terrorism. Relations with the United States were strained
somewhat when Italy charged a number of CIA agents of having kid-
napped a radical imam in Milan and smuggling him to Egypt. The gov-
ernment tightened security measures after the July suicide bombings in
London.

In January, a judge provoked outrage by dropping terroij
against live Islamic militants arrested on charges of recruiting sui i
bombers for action in Iraq. In July, a Milan court acquitted five Tunis a
accused of planning terrorist attacks outside Italy and recruiting milit r
to fight in Iraq and Afghanistan. Four of the five were sentenced on]
charges. During the year, police made a number of arrests of ac s

extremists, and several Muslims were expelled for involvement in u

activities. These included the Morocco-born imam of Turin, Bui
Bouchta, who, antiterrorism officials said, was responsible for "a serio
disturbance of public order" and represented "a danger to the s
of the state."

In June, following protests by Jewish groups and attention irorr
media, an Italian Muslim leader said he was revising a 1994 Ita
language commentary on the Koran that included derogatory
about Jews. The editor, Hamza Roberto Piccardo, secretary of t
of Islamic Communities in Italy, said he now considered the c
"unacceptable."

In June, the Rome office of the Anti-Defamation League picsii
olive tree from Jerusalem to the Italian secret service as a monume
secret service agent Nicola Calipari, who was killed in Baghdad in M
by U.S. troops as he was escorting a freed Italian hostage to Baghdac
port. Planted in the service's high-security headquarters, the tree
dedicated at a ceremony attended by Rome's chief rabbi and othei
ish representatives, senior government and security officials, memb
Calipari's family, and a representative of the U.S. embassy. The ADL
arranged for a garden to be planted in Calipari's honor in Israel.
pan was not Jewish, but Alessandro Ruben, head of the ADL Roni
fice, stressed that, as Italian citizens, the country's Jews wanted to h
a man now widely regarded as a national hero. He added that Jews
wanted to express appreciation to Italian police and security force
protecting Jewish institutions and defending their right to practicc
religion.
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In November, the standing committee of the Conference of European
Rabbis held its semiannual meeting in Rome. The 30-member delegation
of senior European rabbis met with Prime Minister Berlusconi and
thanked him for his "continued and vigorous" support for Israel and his
opposition to anti-Semitism and Islamic fundamentalism. The rabbis
also asked Berlusconi for his support in pushing legislation to protect Jew-
ish cemeteries across the continent. While in Rome, the rabbis also met
with Prodi, the opposition leader, and with Michael Weninger, senior ad-
visor on religious affairs to the president of the European Commission.

Also in November, a court in L'Aquila sentenced Luigi Tosti, a judge
in the town of Camerino, to seven months in jail for failing to carry out
his official duties by refusing to hear cases because crucifixes were dis-
played in Italian courtrooms. Tosti, who declined to state his religious af-
filiation, said he would appeal.

Israel and the Middle East

ITALY

Israel and Italy maintained close ties, and both sides praised the rela-
tionship during the year. At a reception in Rome marking Israeli Inde-
pendence Day, Israeli ambassador Ehud Gol said his country considered
Italy "one of its best friends." More than 1,000 guests attended the re-
ception, including Prime Minister Berlusconi, Foreign Minister Gian-
franco Fini, and other senior political leaders and VIPs. During the
evening, the president of Italy's Senate condemned recent attempts by
left-wing students to bar Israeli representatives from speaking at several
universities, saying "dissent is legitimate, but anti-Semitism is disgusting."
The Italian minister for education, Letizia Moratti, also denounced the
incidents (see below, p. 394).

Italy also maintained close relations with the Palestinians and with
Arab countries, which created some complications for its foreign policy.
While Foreign Minister Fini was on a two-day official visit to Israel in
early November, Prime Minister Sharon told him of his disappointment
that Italy's ambassador to Lebanon had recently met with that country's
minister of energy and water, Mohammed Fneish, the first member of
Hezballah to hold a Lebanese cabinet post. Sharon complained that the
meeting gave Hezballah "legitimacy even before it gives up its weapons
and stops acts of terror against Israel." Fini replied that Italy was "very
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familiar with both the nature of Hezballah and its involvement in ter-
rorism," and asserted that the meeting in Lebanon "had no significance
with regard to the good relations between Israel and Italy or to our de-
termined stance against terrorism."

There were a number of official visits back and forth between Israel
and Italy, as well as cultural and other exchanges. In February, during a
ceremony in Jerusalem honoring an Italian police chief who saved Jews
during World War II (see below, p. 396), Italy's interior minister, Giuseppe
Pisanu, signed a cooperation agreement with the Israeli government on
security, law enforcement, and the fight against terrorism. In the summer,
a delegation from the Israeli organization One Family, which aids victims
of terrorism, visited Italy. Israeli president Moshe Katzav paid a state visit
to Italy in November, holding talks with Berlusconi, Rome mayor Wal-
ter Veltroni, and other officials, and also spending time with the Jewish
communities of Rome and Milan.

On November 3, shortly before Katzav's visit, at least 10,000 Italians
from across the political spectrum demonstrated outside the Iranian em-
bassy in Rome to protest Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad's call
for Israel to be "wiped off the map." Participants in the torch-lit rally,
many waving Israeli flags, included dozens of members of Parliament and
other government officials. Foreign Minister Fini and Defense Minister
Antonio Martino, however, pulled out at the last minute, fearing nega-
tive repercussions for Italy and for Italians living in Iran. Italy was Iran's
largest trading partner in Europe.

Fini's withdrawal came as a surprise, as he had confirmed his partici-
pation during a visit to Israel earlier in the week. While there, he had also
called on the UN Security Council to examine Iran's suspected nuclear-
weapons program, telling reporters that "the problem of security doesn't
only concern Israel, because if Tehran equips itself with a nuclear arse-
nal, the problem would concern the whole international community."
Iran then accused Fini of spreading Israeli propaganda, and called in
Italy's ambassador to Tehran to protest the plans for the Rome rally.

In addition to the event in Rome, some 2,000 people demonstrated out-
side the Iranian consulate in Milan and several hundred staged a similar
protest in Turin. The Green Party held a protest in Rome the day before
the large rally, protesting the Iranian statement and calling for Palestin-
ian rights; only about 20 people participated. In December, during
Hanukkah, Jews in Rome lit menorahs outside the Iranian embassy in
protest against Ahmandinejad's remarks.

In November, a group of leftist Italian politicians and other public fig-
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ures formed "Left Wing for Israel," a national organization to support
the Jewish state. This was an outgrowth of a local "Left Wing for Israel"
group that had begun in Milan several years before. Announcing the in-
auguration of the national body at a conference in Rome, Piero Fassino,
secretary of the Democratic Party of the Left, said its goal was "to over-
come all the prejudices against Israel that still exist in the left." In what
observers said was an important change of wording, he declared that Is-
rael and the Palestinians should not just represent "two peoples and two
states," but "two peoples and two democracies."

Two weeks after Katzav was in Italy, Palestinian Authority president
Mahmoud Abbas arrived for a three-day official visit. He met Berlusconi,
who praised Abbas as "the man capable of bringing Palestine to a de-
finitive peace with Israel and to an independent state." At the same time
Berlusconi described Prime Minister Sharon as "a statesman of high cal-
iber and great courage" and offered Italy as the site of any new negotia-
tions between the Palestinians and Israel. Abbas welcomed what he called
a "radical change" in Israeli politics, the formation of Sharon's new cen-
trist party, Kadima. Abbas also had a private audience with Pope Bene-
dict XVI (see below, p. 392).

A film about a Palestinian family whose house is occupied by Israeli
soldiers caused a stir in Italy. Titled Private, it was directed by Saverio
Costanza, who shot the film in Calabria using well-known Israeli and
Palestinian actors. Costanza said he was trying to be objective and "show

imily in which some members, rather than viewing the soldiers as the
y, seek to understand them as human beings." But Jewish critics

plained that the movie was overtly pro-Palestinian, the Rome Jewish
thly Shalom charging that it depicted Israeli soldiers as Nazis. Italy

- :he film for an Academy Award, but the Academy of Motion Pic-
-tits and Sciences rejected it because no Italian is spoken in the
, and the rules stipulate that a country's entry for foreign-language
riust be predominantly in the language of that country.

na, Italy's southern region (the toe of the Italian boot) remained
producer of etrogim, the citrons used on the Jewish holiday of

. Their cultivation was overseen by non-Italian Hasidic etrog deal-
D then shipped the fruit all over the world.

ister, just a few days before his death, Pope John Paul II had ap-
t his window and issued an appeal for peace in the Middle East
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and other world crisis spots. Pope Benedict XVI, his successor,
ued to issue such calls, including one at Christmas. "On this night, when

we look towards Bethlehem, let us pray in a special way for the birthplace
of our Redeemer and for the men and women who live and suffer there,'

he said in his midnight mass homily in St. Peter's Basilica. "We wish to

pray for peace in the Holy Land. Look 0 Lord, upon this corner of the
earth, your homeland, which is so very dear to you. Let your light shine

upon it! Let it know peace!"
Bilateral relations between the Holy See and Israel were generally good,

though marred by some problems. Several negotiating sessions took place

on resolving outstanding issues of the Fundamental Agreement govern-
ing the legal and financial status of the Roman Catholic Church in Is-

rael. Such talks, stalled for many years, had been going on since -

Vatican and Israel established diplomatic relations in 1994. Sticl
points included the Church's demands for tax exemptions on religi

property, guarantees for recourse to Israeli courts in case of disputes,
the restitution of certain ecclesiastical properties.

In early July, Israeli officials, including Communications
Dalia Itzik, visited the Vatican and presented the pope with a new isi

postage stamp commemorating John Paul II's historic visit to the
Land in 2000. Itzik also gave the pope a letter from Prime
Sharon inviting him to visit Israel.

Shortly thereafter, however, an ugly public dispute erupte
ican's attitude toward terrorism and, by implication, Israel. In a Jul,
address in which he appealed to God to stop the "murderous hand'
terrorists, Benedict referred to recent "abhorrent terrorist attacks'
Egypt, Britain, Turkey, and Iraq, but did not mention Israel. Israel's
eign Ministry protested to the Vatican envoy and issued a statement
plaining that the pope had "deliberately failed to condemn" a Jl
suicide attack in Netanya that killed five Israelis. It said, "We ex

that the new pope, who on taking office emphasized the import
places on relations between the Church and the Jewish people, wo
have differently," and called on Benedict to condemn attacks "

Jews in the same way he condemns terror attacks against others.'
The chief papal spokesman, Javier Navarro Valls, reacted sharply,

which Israeli Foreign Ministry official Nimrod Barkan told the Je

Post that for years Israel had quietly protested that Pope John Paul 11

back on condemning terror attacks in Israel. Now, he said, Israel
going public in the hope that Benedict would change this policy

Navarro Valls then issued a statement declaring: "It's not aiw
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sible to immediately follow every attack against Israel with a public state-
ment of condemnation," partly because "attacks against Israel were some-
times followed by immediate Israeli reactions not always compatible with
the norms of international law. It would, consequently, have been im-
possible to condemn the former and remain silent on the latter." The
statement went on, "Just as the Israeli government understandably does
not allow its pronouncements to be dictated by others, neither can the
Holy See accept lessons and directives from any other authority con-
cerning the orientation and contents of its own declarations."

The clash subsided almost as quickly as it had erupted. Sharon sent a
letter to the Vatican foreign minister, Angelo Cardinal Sodano, calling
the pope "a true friend of Israel, genuinely committed to advancing tol-
erance, understanding, and reconciliation." Israel's ambassador to the
Vatican, Oded Ben-Hur, called the dispute a "misunderstanding." In Au-
gust, when Benedict made his historic visit to the synagogue in Cologne
(see below, p. 445), Israel's ambassador to Germany sat in the front row.

In September, Israel's Ashkenazi and Sephardi chief rabbis, Yonah
Metzger and Shlomo Amar, held a "very cordial and heartfelt" 45-minute
meeting with the pope at his summer residence at Castel Gandolfo, south
f Rome. This first formal encounter between the three men came within

ramework of commemorations marking the 40th anniversary of
a Aetate, the landmark Vatican declaration that opened the way to
i-Catholic dialogue (see below, p. 404). The two rabbis called on

t to condemn the Palestinian destruction of abandoned syna-
in Gaza, and to establish an annual day for Catholics to reflect

1holic-Jewjsh relations and join with Jews around the world to dis-
ighting anti-Semitism. Ambassador Ben-Hur said the pope called
eeting a "further step towards the process of building deeper reli-
elatjons between Christians and Jews."
in September, the Vatican Library loaned four illuminated Hebrew
ripts from its collection, produced in Italy in the thirteenth and
ith centuries, to the Israel Museum as part of an exhibition cel-
the museum's 40th anniversary.

ig his trip to Italy in November, President Katzav made a state
the Vatican and had a 25-minute private audience with the pope.
ipation of the meeting, a report appeared in a Vatican publica-
ing that the two would sign an agreement under which Israel
rant the Church control of the room where the Last Supper was
to have taken place, in exchange for Israeli control over a church
that had been a synagogue more than 500 years earlier. Both
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sides denied this rumor before the meeting, and no such deal was signed.

The pope and Katzav discussed anti-Semitism in Europe and the status
of Christian holy sites in Israel. Katzav told reporters that the meeting

was "cordial and warm" and said that Benedict "began our meeting with

a declaration condemning terrorism and anti-Semitism." Katzav formally
reiterated Sharon's invitation to the pope to visit Israel, and Benedict said

he would plan do so.
Katzav, who also met with Cardinal Sodano, said he and the pope had

agreed to "accelerate" the stalled talks on the Fundamental Agreement.
In late November, the two sides issued a joint statement saying the talks
had made significant progress, but the negotiations appeared to suffer an-

other setback in December, when Israel announced that Church institu-
tions owed nearly $65 million in property taxes.

Still, in a December interview, Ambassador Ben-Hur assessed his coun-

try's relations with the Vatican positively. "Things have changed and n

a good way," he said. "This is in part due to the fact that both John Pa

II and Benedict XVI are exceptional." Since Benedict assumed the p
pacy, Ben-Hur said, he "has accomplished many things that prove he
engaged in a route that is favorable to Israel and to the Jewish peopi

The Vatican harshly criticized the anti-Jewish and anti-Israel rhet
emanating from Iran. In November, Pope Benedict rejected Presi
Ahmadinejad's statement that Israel should be destroyed. Th
month, Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Vatican's Commi
for Religious Relations with Jews, said: "It is shocking to hear from
mouth of the president of a nation with an ancient and venerable cull

as the Iranian nation is, expressions of anti-Semitism, which for
human being are unacceptable. To call the Holocaust a myth is a n

justice to the victims of this unprecedented genocide."
The Vatican maintained close relations with the Palesuiiiaii, aw.

president Abbas had an audience with the pope in December durin
official visit to Italy. In a move that rankled Jewish observers, Abbas,

Katzav, invited the pope to visit Jerusalem. The Vatican said the two
discussed the situation of Catholics living in the Palestinian territ
Abbas told reporters that he asked for the pope's "support and
easing the difficult problems that the Palestinian people suffer.

The Latin patriarch of Jerusalem, Michel Sabbah—the senioi
official in the region—was an Israeli Arab from Nazareth witu
tense relationship with the Israeli government. Sabbah, appoir
1988, often accused Israel of suppressing Palestinian and Christian
Critics said he was virulently anti-Israel and charged that he o
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mained silent about Palestinian suppression of Christian rights. At
Christmas, Sabbah, 72, called for the dismantling of Israel's West Bank
security barrier, telling an Israel Radio interviewer that Bethlehem had
become an "immense prison" since the barrier was built.

Anti-Semitism and Racism

According to a survey published in the spring, nearly 23 percent of Ital-
ian teens between the ages of 14 and 18 had a "propensity to racism,"
and 18 percent felt the Jews "should stay in Israel." About half of the
teens showing a propensity toward racism were in northern Italy. The sur-
vey, overseen by a professor of social sciences at Rome's Sapienza Uni-
versity, was based on answers from nearly 2,200 respondents in 100
localities. Around the same time, the Italian media gave prominent cov-
erage to an article in the Israeli daily Ma'ariv quoting an Italian student
who said that Jewish students in Italy tended to hide their Jewish iden-
tity to avoid problems.

ISoliti Ebrei: Viaggio nelpregiudizio antiebraico nell'Italia di oggi (The
Usual Jews: a Journey through Anti-Jewish Prejudice in Today's Italy), a
new book by journalist Daniele Scalise, reported on everyday instances
of anti-Semitism and negative attitudes toward Jews and Israel that per-
sisted in the country.

The precise boundary between legitimate criticism of Israeli policy
and anti-Semitism remained unclear. Many Jews continued to distrust the
Middle East reporting of some of the mass media and commentators, sus-
pecting underlying anti-Jewish prejudice. A roundtable discussion on
"the press and the Middle East before and after September 11," held in
June at the Pitigliani JCC in Rome, caused a furor. The panelists in-
cluded Menachem Ganz, the Rome-based correspondent for Ma'ariv,
and several Italian journalists known for their pro-Palestinian views.
Ganz strongly chastised much of the Italian and international media for
anti-Israel bias, particularly in explaining Palestinian terrorism as a le-
gitimate response to the Israeli occupation. The Italian journalists on the
panel defended their work, touching off heated responses from Jews in
the audience and outraged letters to Shalom, the Jewish monthly.

Following Israel's pullout from Gaza in late August, however, media
portrayals of Israel improved. Leone Paserman, president of the Rome
Jewish Community, commented that the withdrawal "was proof of the
strength of Israeli democracy, and everybody had to acknowledge it."

Israeli representatives were the targets of left-wing protests at several
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universities. In October 2004, leftist students tried to prevent an israeii
diplomat from speaking at the University of Pisa. In February 2005.

about 20 students shouting slogans such as "Free Palestine" and "Sharon
assassin" attempted to break up a lecture at the law department of th
University of Florence by Israeli ambassador Ehud Go! on prospects foi

peace in the Middle East. Go! continued his talk after security men
forcibly removed the protesters, who continued shouting outside the lec

ture hail. Italian political figures sharply condemned the disruptions and

expressed support for Go!.
A similar incident took place in Turin, where the deputy Israeli am-

bassador was scheduled to speak. A Jewish professor at Turin University,

Daniela Santus, felt so personally threatened that she gave up teaching

her geography course. In March, a scheduled lecture at the University of
Bologna by Samar Sahhar, a Palestinian Christian, and Angelica Cab,

a Rome-born Israeli peace activist, was canceled for fear of violence.
In the wake of these incidents, a group of Italian professors calling

themselves "Academics against anti-Semitism," published a manifesto
May. Written by Amos Luzzatto, president of the Union of Italian
ish Communities (UCEI) and David Meghnagi, who taught psychc

at the Rome Tre University, it was signed by some 150 Jewish and
Jewish academics throughout Italy and published as an advertisemc

the newspaper Corriere della Sera. It concluded: "Mindful of the
found debt that Europe has towards Israel, we reaffirm our enga

as researchers and educators, in favor of the dialogue between c
and civilizations, for a political settlement of the conflict that te

Mediterranean basin."
In September, Prime Minister Berlusconi issued a public

a member of Parliament from his Forza Italia party used classic
Semitic stereotypes. The member, Guido Crosseto, suggested that
financial interests and "great Jewish and American Freemasonry
behind a scandal involving central bank chief Antonio Fazio, who
under pressure at the time to step down (see above, p. 385). Cro

statement drew sharp reactions from Italy's Jewish leaders, and C
della Sera compared them to Nazi and fascist propaganda before
War II. Berlusconi said Forza Italia "apologizes publicly to whoe
be offended by these allusions, underlining at the same time that no

can put in doubt [the party's] fundamental nature, which is liberal
an enemy of any intolerance."

There were several incidents of racism and right-wing extremism at

cer games. In January, Lazio team player Paolo Di Canio was fineci
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giving the fascist salute to fans during a match. Hard-core Lazio fans were
known for their right-wing sympathies and frequently chanted fascist
slogans. In April, the Lazio team was fined after some of its fans, chant-
ing anti-Semitic slogans and displaying banners with swastikas, clashed
with hardcore fans of the Livorno team, who were known to be leftists.
More than 80 police officers called in to intervene were reportedly injured.
In December, Di Canio was suspended for one game after repeating the
fascist salute to Lazio fans during a match against Livorno. Two weeks
earlier, Italian clubs started matches five minutes late to protest racist
abuse from Inter Milan fans against Messina's Marc Zoro, who came
from the Ivory Coast.

One soccer incident had a distinctly Jewish dimension. In May, the ref-
eree suspended a match near Rome between Pro Calcio Acilia and the
Jewish junior team Maccabi when a brawl broke out between players, and
fans chanted anti-Jewish slogans. Police had to be called in. Politicians
condemned the violence and the soccer federation launched an investi-
gation. UCEI president Luzzatto called upon Italian society to react,
telling the European Jewish Press that there was a "negative climate" in
the country that did not take pro-fascist manifestations seriously.

In December, politicians and others sharply criticized a ruling by Italy's
est court that calling a foreigner a "dirty negro" in Italian did not

ily constitute a racist insult. According to the decision, an insult
e considered racist "only if it is motivated by real hatred," or if

likely to cause racial hatred in others or lead to "discriminatory
or for reasons of race, ethnicity, nationality or religion." Express-

eneric dislike, intolerance or rejection based on race, ethnicity or
Dfl" did not constitute racism, it said.
ring the year there were a number of conferences, symposia, and
meetings on anti-Semitism and how to fight it. The Rome city gov-

sponsored various projects aimed at promoting religious and eth-
:olerance, and combating racism and anti-Semitism. These were
dinated by the city's counselor for multiethnic policy, Franca Eckert

former director of Rome's Jewish community center.

Developments

;uai, Holocaust Memorial Day, January 27, had an extremely high
in Italy, with scores of events taking place both on the day itself
ring the week around it. There were educational, cultural, and

orative activities in about 20 towns and cities all over the coun-
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try. These included wreath-layings, lectures, book presentatioii, cAInuI-

tions, school projects, symposia, theatrical performances, recitals, and

concerts. They took place in theaters, schools, museums, public squares,

train stations, synagogues, cemeteries, former concentration and labor
camps, bookstores, and other venues. One exhibit, on art and memory,
was held in the ruins of the ancient synagogue in Ostia Antica, the an-
cient port of Rome, now an archaeological site. In addition, television and
radio featured special broadcasts, and newspapers and magazines pub-

lished articles and special supplements.
An event of note was the unveiling of Italy's first monument com-

memorating the homosexuals who were murdered by the Nazis. Spon-
sored by a gay organization and with the support of local authorities, it

was unveiled at the Risiera di San Sabba near Trieste, the only Nazi death

camp on Italian soil. The memorial, in pink stone atop a black marble
pedestal, bore a carved triangle, symbolizing the pink triangles sewn on

the concentration camp uniforms of homosexual prisoners
Several non-Jewish Italians who saved Jews during the Hoioau

honored in 2005. In January, an elementary school in Rome was ii
after Giorgio Perlasca, who pretended to be a Spanish diplomat in IN

occupied Budapest in 1944 and saved thousands of Jews by giving ti

false passports. Tn February, the city of Varese named a square a
Calogero Marrone, a local official who was executed for saving Jews

antifascists during the German occupation. Marrone, head of the 1

registry office, provided them with false documents.
Also in February, there was a ceremony at Yad Vasnein,

Holocaust memorial, to mark the 60th anniversary of the dea
Dachau of Giovanni Palatucci, an Italian police chief who was na
Righteous Gentile in 1990. Palatucci, head of the foreigners' office ai

police station in Fiume (now Rijeka, Croatia), supplied false papei

thousands of Jews. Several high-ranking Italian police and security

cials took part in the Yad Vashem ceremony, and a medal and certifi

were presented to Italy's national police chief, Giovanni Di Gennan
May, at a ceremony in New York, the Anti-Defamation League pre
Palatucci, posthumously, its "Courage to Care" award.

Yad Vashem named several Italians as Righteous Among tne r'iai
during 2005. At a ceremony at Rome's city hall, the Swedish nun M
Elisabetta Hesselblad, who died in 1957, received the honor for her

forts to save Jews in Rome. Hesselblad, who founded the Order of
Holiest Savior of St. Brigida, had already been beatified by the Va
In October, Bishop Clemens August von Galen —known as the "Li
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Muenster"—who spoke out publicly against Nazism, particularly the
Nazi euthanasia policy, was beatified. Pope Benedict hailed Von Galen's
"heroic courage" and praised him for "protecting the Jews."

In June, President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi presented an award to Italy's
financial police in recognition of its having saved Jewish lives during the
Shoah. Information about the police's role in helping Jews escape
German-occupied Italy from 1943 through 1945, including the fact that
12 members were executed by the Germans for doing so, came to light in
a book published this year for internal use by the financial police.

On a visit to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in June, Rome
mayor Veltroni announced that work on a Holocaust museum in Rome
would begin during the coming year. Later it was announced that the mu-
seum would be erected on the grounds of Villa Torlonia, just outside the
city center, which had been a residence of fascist dictator Benito Mus-
solini. Beneath its grounds lay one of Rome's two surviving ancient Jew-
ish catacombs. Indeed, Dutch scholar Leonard Rutgers published
research in July proving that these catacombs were constructed between
the first century B.C.E. and the first century C.E., well before any of Rome's
60 Christian catacombs. At the end of the summer, Culture Minister
Rocco Buttiglione announced that 440,000 euros ($532,000) had been al-
located toward the restoration of the catacombs so they might be visited
by tourists.

In May, a Pentateuch printed in 1680 that had belonged to the library
of Rome's Rabbinical College was returned, more than 61 years after the
library's contents were confiscated by the Nazis in 1943. Most of the
books had been found and restituted after World War II, but this volume
was missing, having passed into the possession of a family in Hungen,
Germany. In the 1990s this family donated the book to the director of
the local archives, a Judaica scholar, who, at the end of 2004, decided to
return the book to Rome. The transfer was accomplished through Italy's
Governmental Commission for the Recovery of the Bibliographic Patri-
mony of the Rome Jewish Community, established in 2002. The library
of the Rome Jewish Community, consisting of 7,000 volumes—includ-
ing priceless medieval manuscripts—was also confiscated by the Nazis,
but never recovered.

There were a number of educational programs regarding the Shoah
during the year. In September, some 25 teachers from all over Italy took
part in a two-week seminar at Yad Vashem on teaching the Holocaust.
In October, for the third year in a row, Rome mayor Veltroni personally
escorted high-school students from the city on an educational trip to
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Auschwitz, with several Italian survivors of the Shoah going aiong
Veltroni said he hoped to make these class trips an official part of the
curriculum in the city high schools. On October 16, hundreds of people—

more than usual, said observers—took part in the 11th annual candle-
light procession through downtown Rome to the main synagogue,
marking the anniversary of the 1943 deportation of more than 2,000
Roman Jews to Auschwitz. Dozens of local officials and Jewish leaders

took part. The march was organized by the Jewish community and the
Catholic charitable organization San Egidio.

Former SS officer Erich Priebke, serving a life sentence under house

arrest for his role in the 1944 massacre of 335 Romans (75 of them Jew-
ish) at the Ardeatine Caves south of Rome, was at the center of conti

versy once again. In June, Rome city officials barred a right-wing gro
from staging a rally demanding a pardon for Priebke, who turned 92 tI

year. Mayor Veltroni said the demonstration would have been "an mt
erable affront to the Jewish community, to the entire city, and to its me

ory." There were protests in August, after a Rome judge allowed Priel

to go to a friend's villa on Lake Maggiore in northern Italy for a sta
supervised vacation. This villa was the home of the son of the head
the Gestapo in occupied Paris during World War II. Priebke cut short

stay there because of the protests.
In June, ten former members of the Nazi SS were convicted in abs

tia and sentenced to life in prison for taking part in the 1944 massacrP

more than 500 people in the Tuscan village of Sant'Anna di Stazz
In November, a military appeals court in Rome handed down a life

tence to former SS officer Hermann Langer for his role in a 1944

massacre of townspeople in another Tuscan village, Certosa di Fai
Langer, also tried in absentia, had been acquitted of the crimes by
itary court in La Spezia in December 2004.

JEWISH COMMUNITY

Communal Affairs

Some 30,000—35,000 Jews were believed to live in Italy, althou

some two-thirds were formally affiliated with Jewish communities.
with about 15,000 Jews (12,000 formally affiliated), and Milaii,
about 10,000, were the biggest communities. The rest of the COUI

Jews were scattered in a score of other towns and cities, mostly in n
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em and central Italy. All were linked under an umbrella organization, the
Union of Italian Jewish Communities (UCEI), whose leadership, under
president Amos Luzzatto, served as the political representative of Ital-
ian Jewry. Thanks to an accord with the government, Jewish taxpayers
could allocate a certain proportion of their tax bill to the UCE! (other
religions had similar arrangements). This year the UCEI donated part
of this income to the relief of people hit by the December 2004 Asian
tsunami.

Orthodoxy was still the only officially recognized form of Judaism in
Italy. Italian Orthodoxy encompassed three main ritual traditions:
Sephardi, Ashkenazi, and Italian, the latter a local rite that evolved from
the Jewish community that lived in the country during the Roman Em-
pire. Chabad-Lubavitch maintained a strong, if in many cases separate,
presence, with its own infrastructure in Rome, Milan, Venice, Florence,
Bologna, and elsewhere. In Milan, where Chabad had been active for
more than half a century, it inaugurated a new school building in 2005.

Rome was home to the country's Rabbinical College. Under the direc-
tion of the city's chief rabbi, Riccardo Di Segni, it trained rabbis and
teachers, coordinated a university degree program in Jewish studies, and
offered various other courses in Jewish culture. In July, a Libyan-born
abbi, Alfonso Arbib, 46, was named the new chief rabbi of Milan. He

Lced Giuseppe Laras, 70, who shocked the community earlier in the
y unexpectedly stepping down after 25 years in office. The Milan
inity council named Laras president of the community's rabbini-

ourt. Arbib was known above all as a teacher, and had long been re-
nsible for Jewish education in Milan.
everal small Reform congregations operated independently, including
Chadash and Beth Shalom in Milan, which employed rabbis from

o conduct services and hold classes for members and potential
rs. Both of these congregations were affiliated with the World
i for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ). Similar small groups functioned

md Florence, and as the Italian Reform communities expanded
egan to form an embryonic alternative to the existing Orthodox

ishment.
Chadash, which had an American female rabbi, Barbara Aiello,

ipecially active. At Passover, the congregation organized four seders
Lv and Calabria, from which Jews had been expelled live centuries
mnd where few now lived. The purpose of the seders was to reach
eople of Jewish ancestry so that they might celebrate a "rebirth
Lwkh roots." One was held in Serrastretta, the small Calabrian
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village where Aiello's father came from. According to Aiello's WeD sue
(www.rabbibarbara.com), Calabrian Jews (and Calabrians of Jewish ori-
gin) were brought to Serrastretta in buses, and "at the beautiful restau-
rant at Parco Pingitore, an interfaith group, including not only Jewish

families but Catholic and Protestant church members, joined in the seder

celebration."
The major Jewish communities in Italy boasted a full inirastructure

serving varied needs, providing religious institutions, Jewish schools, and

other educational facilities, health and welfare services (work began in
February on a new home for the aged in Milan), and Jewish cultural and
community centers. Sports were included as well, and Rome was chosen

this year to host the international Maccabiad in 2007.
Still, the president of the Rome community council, Giorgio Sesti

complained in May of a notable "disaffection" on the part of Roman J
toward community institutions. Rabbi Di Segni said only ah
1,000—1,200 people regularly attended Shabbat morning ser'
Nonetheless, more kosher restaurants and other facilities were o
There were now at least nine kosher butcher shops in Rome, co.
to just one in 1967. Complaints were voiced throughout the year a
the high price of kosher meat. The Jewish monthly Shalom quolc
community leader as saying that 400 Jewish families in Rome "fell b
the poverty line." The women's organization ADEI-WIZO was quite

tive, as were various support and solidarity groups for Israel. In Fl
ary, Rome hosted the third congress of the European Women's Div
of Keren Hayesod.

A range of Jewish youth groups conducted educational,
recreational activities. Benei Akiva, the religious Zionist youth group,
ebrated 50 years of operation in Italy in 2005. In March, a Jewish y
center and Internet café, Interkeff, opened in a neighborhood of R
with a significant Jewish population. During the year, about 300 JI

young adults took part in so-called "lesson parties" in Rome—mo
meetings at private apartments that combined study with one of R
rabbis along with informal socialization. The launch of this prograii
partially motivated by concern that some traditional youth or
lions, particularly the Union of Young Italian Jews (UGEI), wer
their appeal and no longer seemed relevant. The UGEI held an e
dinary meeting in April in an attempt to revitalize itself.

Internal Jewish politics remained fractious. In an interview puon
in February in Shalom, Rabbi Di Segni noted that the leadership ol
Rome community was split on many issues and quarreled "endlessl
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SOnic puints. One area of tension derived from differences of opinion over
Israeli politics, and another had to do with left-right divisions in Italian
politics.

In June, the president of the Rome Jewish community, Leone Paser-
man, survived a vote of confidence by the community board brought on
after he sharply criticized statements made by the community's financial
assessor in an interview with the monthly Shalom. The assessor, Roberto
Coen, had complained about a severe budget deficit and implied that it
was largely due to the costs of celebrating the 100th anniversary of
Rome's main synagogue in 2004.

At least one-third of the Rome community consisted of Jews expelled
from Libya in 1967 or their descendants. This year, one of the leaders of
Rome's Libyan Jews organized a soccer team, "Sons of Libya," that in-

ed Italian Jews, Muslims, and Christians of Libyan origin.
ie Milan community was even more fragmented, with a significant

er of Jews who had immigrated from Iran, Egypt, Lebanon, and
countries, and maintained their own traditions, synagogues, and other

ations. The community board was split among leftist, tradition-
and centrist political factions, as well as between secular and reli-
Jews. Arbib, the new chief rabbi of Milan, said he hoped to

iblish the main synagogue in via Guastalla as a central reference
for Jewish life in the city, and also reach out to the "numerous" dis-

Led Milan Jews who had "lost the taste" for participation in Jewish
unal life. The community ran an outreach program called Kesher.
ovember, six members of the Milan community board, including
ent Roberto Jarach, quit, saying the "climate of distrust" and the
al conflicts on the board made progress impossible. One source of
visiveness was disagreement over how to reach out to unaffiliated
tnd Jews who used to be involved in the community but had dis-
I themselves from it. Businessman Leone Soued, who was born in
was elected the new president.
eptember, UCEI President Luzzatto threatened to resign after an

;ise reaction among the UCEI board members to remarks he made
newspaper interview. In response to a question about Guido Cros-
's claim that Jewish financial interests were behind the scandal in-

g Italy's central banker, Antonio Fazio (see above, p. 394), Luzzatto
ie interviewer that there were, in fact, very few Jewish financiers in
E-Ie mentioned the late financier Camillo De Benedetti, a Jew, but
bed him as not being Jewish despite his Jewish-sounding name.
ifended De Benedetti's son, a UCEI board member, who then quit
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in protest. When other board members sent around an e-niiii Ap1cIng
solidarity with the son, Luzzatto interpreted this as an attack on himself,
and said he would resign. He agreed to stay on only after a special meet-
ing of the board urged him not to quit.

Interfaith Relations

The death on April 2 of Pope John Paul II and the election of Cardi-
nal Joseph Ratzinger as Pope Benedict XVI dominated Catholic-Jewish
relations, as observers closely watched the new pope's actions for clues
to future Church policy. John Paul had made improving relations with
Jews a key theme of his 26-year papacy, and his death sparked numerous
analyses of his impact on interfaith dialogue.

In January—just before the pope fell ill—an international ciele€
of more than 100 rabbis, cantors, and other leaders from all sti
of Judaism thanked him for his efforts during a private audience aL
Vatican. The group—which organizers said was the largest Jewish d
gation to meet privately with a pope—came to the Vatican under
auspices of the Pave the Way Foundation, a New York-based non:
that promoted interfaith understanding. Gary Krupp, Pave the Way
ident and founder, had been awarded a papal knighthood in 2000 f
support of a Catholic health-care facility in Italy.

During John Paul's illness, Jews in Italy, Poland, and oth11
prayed for his recovery. His death prompted an unprecedented ou
ing of tribute from Jews around the world. Some synagogues
prayers in his memory. Israeli foreign minister Silvan Shalom sent a
dolence message stating that "Israel, the Jewish people and the
world, lost today a great champion of reconciliation and brotherhooci
tween the faiths." Shalom said John Paul had "promoted interfaith
derstanding and dialogue with a willingness to address the past, an
profound determination to build a future of understanding and bi
erhood between all faiths." President Katzav of Israel and half a d
Jewish leaders from Europe, the U.S., and Latin America joined the
lions of pilgrims who converged on Rome for the funeral.

The chief rabbi emeritus of Rome, Elio Toaff, was one oi orny iv
ing people John Paul mentioned in his will. This was interpreted as
directive to his successor to maintain the policy of fostering Je
Catholic relations. Toaff himself told a Rome newspaper that his
sion in the will was "a significant and profound gesture for Jews
think it is also an indication to the Catholic world." John Paul. Ii
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had "wanted to indicate a road aimed at further destroying all the ob-
stacles that have divided Jews and Christians through the centuries."

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, 78, was elected pope on April 19. He had
grown up in a staunchly anti-Nazi Catholic family but, like all German
teenagers, was obligated to join the Hitler Youth organization. He de-
serted the German army near the end of World War II. From the start
of his papacy, Benedict XVI indicated he intended to follow John Paul's
directive regarding Jews, and Jewish response was generally positive. The
day after his election, he wrote to Rome chief rabbi Di Segni and other
Jewish leaders pledging to further Jewish-Catholic relations. He trusted,
he said, "in the help of the Almighty to continue the dialogue already
begun and to strengthen cooperation with the sons and the daughters of
the Jewish people."

In greetings to the huge crowd at his inauguration on April 24, Bene-
dict singled out non-Catholic Christians and Jews for recognition. "With
great affection I also greet all those who have been reborn in the sacra-
ment of Baptism but are not yet in full communion with us," he said, "and
you, my brothers and sisters of the Jewish people, to whom we are joined
by a great shared spiritual heritage, one rooted in God's irrevocable
promises." Benedict invited Di Segni to his inauguration, but he could not
attend because it was the first day of Passover.

In May, Benedict spoke forcefully about the Holocaust and Nazism,
saying the Nazi period demonstrated the "abysses of wickedness that can
hide in the human soul." He branded both "the repression of the Polish
people and the genocide of the Jews" as "atrocious crimes that show
everyone the evil that the Nazi ideology had within it." Remembering such
aberrations, he said, "can only prompt in every upright person the com-
mitment to do everything in their power so that episodes of such inhu-
man barbarism are never repeated." As time passed, he said, "memories

ild not be allowed to pale. They must instead serve as a stern lesson
ur and future generations. We have the duty to remind people, es-

, young people, what levels of unheard-of violence the contempt
nan and the violation of his rights can reach."
June, Benedict met with a 25-member delegation from the Interna-

ewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), the of-
wish umbrella organization for dialogue with the Vatican. This
edict's first official audience with international representatives of

aith community. The delegation included Jews from the Ortho-
nservative, and Reform movements; leaders from Israel, North

Piirnne, and Latin America; and representation from the Anti-
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Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee, and B'nai B'rith
International. Benedict had met many of them before, and participants

said the meeting was warm, friendly, and informal.
In his address to the group, Benedict reaffirmed a commitment to fos-

tering Jewish-Catholic relations. He noted that 2005 marked the 40th an-

niversary of Nostra Aetate, the landmark declaration by the Second
Vatican Council that opened the door to formal Catholic-Jewish dia-

logue. In Nostra Aetate, the Vatican deplored anti-Semitism in every
form and repudiated the "deicide" charge that blamed Jews as a people

for the death of Jesus. "At the very beginning of my pontificate," Bene-
dict said, "I wish to assure you that the Church remains firmly commit-
ted, in her catechesis and in every aspect of her life, to implementing this

decisive teaching."
Benedict reiterated these sentiments often at meetings with

groups and individuals during the year. He also made other gesture
preciated by Jews, including freezing the beatification process for a Fn

priest, Leon Dehon, pending an inquiry into accusations that he

anti-Semitic.
Many of these meetings came within the framework of comrr'e"

tions of the Nostra Aetate anniversary. This was also the contexi
Benedict's historic visit to the synagogue in Cologne, Germany, in

gust. It was only the second time that a pope visited a synagogue
Paul II had made the first visit, to the main synagogue in Rome, in

Benedict reaffirmed his intention "to continue on the path toward
proved relations and friendship with the Jewish people, following
decisive lead given by John Paul II." He stressed the common roots of

daism and Christianity, but said sincere dialogue should not "gloss

or underestimate" differences. A standing ovation greeted the
warning of rising anti-Semitism in Europe and his call for vi

against it.
Numerous events at the Vatican and elsewhere around the

marked the Nostra Aetate anniversary, which took place officially

end of October. Among them was a three-day international confi
in September at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. Th
month, the Vatican hosted a celebratory event during which C
Walter Kasper, president of the Vatican's Commission for Religiou
lations with Jews, read a message from Benedict once again reaffi

his commitment to fostering interfaith relations. The two keynote

ers at this event were Rabbi David Rosen, the AJC's Jerusalem-basc
rector of interreligious affairs, who, in August, was named presid
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IJCIC, and Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger of France, a Jewish convert to
Catholicism who had long worked to promote Jewish-Catholic relations.

Rome chief rabbi Di Segni drew criticism for boycotting the ceremony
because Lustiger was one of the speakers. A score of rabbis and other
Jewish representatives from various countries did attend. Coinciding with
the event, Benedict named Rosen a papal knight. He was the first Israeli
and the first Orthodox rabbi to receive the honor, formally called the
Knight Commander of St. Gregory.

There were a number of international conferences and meetings on
Jewish-Catholic relations throughout the year, most of which highlighted
the Nostra Aetate anniversary. Some of the encounters dealt with the the-
ological dimensions of Catholic-Jewish dialogue. The World Jewish Con-
gress sponsored a symposium, February 28—March 1, at the Museum of
Jewish Heritage in New York, which included Catholic cardinals and
bishops from Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas, as well as rabbis
and heads of rabbinical seminaries from a number of countries. Keynote
speakers were WJC chairman Rabbi Israel Singer and Cardinal Lustiger.

The third annual European Conference of Jews and Catholics was
convened in Paris in December by the European Jewish Congress to mark
the Nostra Aetate anniversary, and one of its themes was the need for
both Jews and Catholics to reach out to Muslims. "I belong to the gen-
eration that did not know the Shoah," EJC president Pierre Besnainou,
50. said in his opening remarks. "I learned to cohabitate with Arab Mus-

growing up in Tunisia, and I have learned to live with French
Dlics here in France over the past 30 years. If my personal situation
tes anything, I am optimistic. Jews and Catholics are okay; now it's
to improve things with Muslims."
interfaith meeting in Doha, Qatar, provoked controversy. Two pre-
uch meetings had included only Christians and Muslims. This
the initiative of Qatar's emir, several rabbis, including some from

were invited. But under pressure from radical Islamists, the orga-
raised doubts about whether the Israelis would be allowed full

ipation in the meeting. The Israeli delegation opted not to attend,
'e Jewish representatives from the U.S. and Europe did take part.
R. Cohen, a rabbi and professor of Jewish history at Princeton Uni-
, wrote that the meeting was "amazing. There was much good dis-

in of religious similarities, and promising relationships were forged.
eard words seldom spoken publicly in the Arab world."
e papal transition and the optimistic celebrations of the Nostra Ae-
nniversry put most other developments on the back burner. But
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despite the tributes to John Paul and applause for the early steps LaKen
by Benedict, some observers—such as Sergio Minerbi, writing in the
December issue of the Milan Jewish monthly—worried abniit "nro-
gressive distancing" of the Church from Nostra Aetate.

Early in the year, new questions about the Vatican's role during and
after World War II were raised. On December 28, 2004, a newspaper pub-
lished excerpts from a document dated October 20, 1946, regarding Jew-
ish children saved by the Church in France during the Shoah. It included
instructions approved by Pope Pius XII that seemed to state that Jewish
children who had been baptized when in hiding were not to be re 11

or given up to Jews or Jewish institutions. Jewish leaders reacted wi
rage, but a number of Catholic commentators disputed their inte r

tion of the document.
Jews also faced a present-day episode of conversion, in

rence. According to the Rome Jewish monthly Shalom, Dario Forti, a
year-old Jew married to a Catholic, was baptized and given commui
at the behest of his wife and one of his children as he lay bedridden
Jewish nursing home. Florence's bishop apologized in a letter to the 1
rabbi, but an Italian cardinal asserted that the conversion was legit: T
Jewish officials said they regarded the conversion as forced, ind h
fore Forti, still a Jew, could be buried in the Jewish cemetery.

There were a number of initiatives aimed at fostering dialogu
Jews and Muslims, including conferences and roundtables for mein
of both faiths. In March, an association called Martin Buber-Jews
Peace organized a "Seeds of Peace" encounter between Israelis and F
tinians at the JCC in Rome. In June, representatives of the Milan J
Community and the Italian Islamic Religious Association in that cit
at the main Milan synagogue as part of an international dialogue
ated by the Jewish-Islamic Association of France. In September, eighl
bis and imams from the Middle East and Africa met for three d
Florence to discuss means of developing cooperation, focusing esp
on how religion might facilitate the peace process and defeat terr(
The group formed itself into the Executive Committee of the World
gress of Imams and Rabbis for Peace.

In Rome, a day-long event aimed at promoting understanaing oev
Jews and Muslims took place on Sukkot. Called "Sukkat Shalom" (1
nacle of Peace), it consisted of a series of debates, discussions, and
and was held in a sukkah erected in Rome's historic Jewish ghetto
borhood. Participants included Chief Rabbi Di Segni as well as
translators, and academics.
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Culture

There were numerous Jewish and Jewish-themed cultural events orga-
nized by Jewish communities and institutions, private organizations and
promoters, civic and state bodies, or a combination of these. They took
place in Jewish community centers, museums, theaters, civic spaces, and
other venues.

Among the academic conferences on Jewish themes was one on the role
of women in Italian Jewish history, held in June in the city of Lucca. An-
other, on "Judaism and Western Culture at the Beginning of the 20th Cen-
tury," took place in Milan. In May, Bologna's Jewish Museum was the
site of a conference on "Israel Today: Culture, Science, Technology."
Livorno hosted a conference on Ladino culture and Sephardi traditions
in November.

In January, the first master's degree program in Hebrew language
and culture was established at the University of Siena. Later in the
year, Roma Tre University in Rome instituted what was described as
the first international master's degree program on teaching the Holo-
caust. The directors of New York-based Touro College announced that
it would open a branch near Rome focusing on economics, liberal arts,
and psychology.

Rome's newly designed and expanded Jewish Museum opened in No-
vember with a high-profile ceremony featuring Rome's mayor, Italy's cul-
ture minister, and the presidents of the Lazio region and Rome province.
Located in the complex that housed Rome's main synagogue, the museum
oriina1ly opened in 1959 with a display of synagogue textiles and ritual

ts. It was totally revamped and enlarged in order to tell the more
2,000-year history of Jews in Italy, as well as to showcase precious
ca. Financing came from the European Union and private sources,

well as from state, city, and regional authorities.
rhe film I Guardiani delle nuvole (Guardians of the Clouds), directed
Luciano Odorisio and produced by an Italian Jew, Giorgio Heller, won

at the Cairo film festival. At the Venice Film Festival, filmmaker
Picciau presented several scenes from his upcoming film about
Frank, Dear Anne, the Gft of Hope, due for release in 2006.

raeli artists were featured in numerous exhibitions, film presenta-
, and performances throughout the year. The culture department of
sraeli embassy was active in promoting such events. In July, for ex-
le, there was an Israeli poetry festival in Bologna. At five perfor-

over the course of three weeks, prominent Italian actors read
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Italian translations of works by a score of Israeli poets, to the accom-
paniment of jazz played by the Italian composer Gabriele Coen.

In Rome, a "Week with Israel" festival took place at the end of the sum-
mer. It featured concerts, live performances, and other events aimed at
demonstrating solidarity with the families of victims of terrorism and
support for dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians. The initiative was
organized by the Rome Jewish Community, the Friends of Israel Asso-
ciation, and other groups, and backed by Italy's president as well as mu-
nicipal and regional authorities. In November, a troupe of teenage Israeli
dancers and singers from the WIZO Nachalat Yehuda Youth Village at
Rishon Lezion toured Italy, performing for Jewish and non-Jewish audi-
ences. In May, the Israeli singer Noa was one of the stars of Milan's Et-
nofestival. She also met with Milan Jews, in particular those studying in
adult Hebrew classes. In December, the Jerusalem Trio chmhr rniio
toured Italy,

As usual, numerous fiction and nonfiction books on Jew,
by Jewish authors were published, and there were plenty of book
launches, readings, roundtables, and other literary happenings. This year
there were several new Jewish cookbooks.

A major publishing success was the novel Con le peggiori irnen
(With the Worst Intentions), by Alessandro Piperno, a 32-year-old
versity professor with a Jewish father. The narrator and main prol
fist, Daniel Sonnino, is also the son of a mixed marriage. Another
title was Tu sei un bastardo (You're a Bastard), a book about ident
identity politics by journalist and TV personality Gad Lerner, on
Italy's most prominent Jewish figures. Yet a third major publicatior
the first volume of La Storia della Shoah (The History of the Shoai,
four-volume set with contributions by 50 specialists in 30 countries. wi
came with three DVDs.

Lia Levi was awarded the 2005 Superpremio Andersen ror ner
dren's book on the Shoah, La Portinaia Apollonia (Apollonia the IJ
keeper). Israeli author Amos Oz, whose books were very popular in 1
was a guest of honor at Rome's summer Festival of Literature and
spoke elsewhere in the country. The first prize of the fifth annual
WIZO literary awards went to Israeli author Nathan Shaham 'ur
novel The Rosendorf Quartet. In October, a series of events marked
centenary of the Bulgarian-born, Nobel-prize-winning Jewish
Elias Canetti.

Italy was an enthusiastic participant in the annual Europeai
Jewish Culture, held this year on September 4. The unifying th
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Jewish cuisine as culture. Some 45,000 visitors attended activities in 40
localities. Ahead of the event, organizers announced that they had con-
sidered canceling it because of the tense international climate and fears
of terrorism. But, said UCEI president Luzzatto, "We decided that this
would not be right, because it is just at times like these that culture be-
comes even more important."

Persona/ia

Rome's chief rabbi emeritus, Elio Toaff, turned 90 on April 30. He re-
ceived praise and congratulations from political leaders including Presi-
dent Ciampi, who called him "a great italian patriot, a man of faith, a
man of hope," and the newly elected Pope Benedict XVI. A movement
calling for Ciampi to declare Toaff a senator for life—one of Italy's
highest civilian honors—presented Ciampi with a petition to that effect.
The Rome Jewish Community honored Toaff with a day of study and cel-
ebration attended by rabbis from Italy and other European countries, as
well as Ciampi and other senior political figures. Earlier in the year
Chabad honored Toaff's birthday with a gala dinner attended by local
Jewish VIPs and Yonah Metzger, the chief Ashkenazi rabbi of Israel.

In June, Rabbi Shelton Donnell of Orange County, California, re-
ceived the Vatican's Benemerenti Medal for his service in the Jewish com-
munity and his promotion of interfaith relations. Pope John Paul II had
announced the honor shortly before his death. The award was presented
in Orange County by the local bishop.

In the fall, the Polish government named historian Marcello Pezzetti
of the Milan-based Center for Contemporary Jewish Documentation
(CDEC)—italy's leading research institute on anti-Semitism and the
Shoah—a member of the Council of the International Center for Edu-
cation on Auschwitz and the Holocaust. In December, the Vatican named
Archbishop Pietro Sambi, 67, its new papal nuncio in Washington, re-
placing Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo, 75, who retired. Sambi had been
nuncio to Israel and the Palestinian Territories since 1998. Also in De-
cember, Milan's mayor awarded chief rabbi emeritus Laras the Am-
brogino D'Oro Award, the city's highest civic honor.

Russian pianist Lazar Berman died at age 74 in Florence, where he had
lived for a decade, in February. Vittore Colorni, a retired law professor
and historian of Italian Jewry, died in Mantova in March, aged 92. Lisa
Foa, a World War Ii resistance fighter who became a leftist activist and
writer, died in March, aged 82. The chief rabbi of Livorno, Rabbi Jehuda
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Leon Kalon, 38, died in July of cancer, just ten months after assuming
the post.

Avram Goldstein Goren, a businessman and philanthropist who sup-
ported Jewish educational, cultural, and other projects, died in Milan at
the age of 100 in November. Born in 1905 in a Romanian shtetl, he left
with his family for Palestine in 1944, and moved to Milan two years later.
He became a successful international businessman and established a fam-
ily foundation that supported wide-ranging Jewish programs in Italy, Is-
rael, Romania, and the U.S. In June, while he was still alive, the Goldstein
Goren Center for Jewish Studies at the University of Milan staged a two-
day conference to mark his centenary.

RUTH ELLEN GRUBER
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