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Befors entering into a detalled review of the activities connected
with our radlo work, I should like to call attention to a number of points which
are necessary preliminary to the report itself. The report is divided into
three separate sectlons, the first concentrating upon an analysis of our
past broadcast endeavors; the second concerned witih a study of our present
and forthcoming plans; and the final chapter listing our radlo station
contacts in the local and network fields.

The ultimate goal to which a large portion of the Committee's
material is eimed is the ever-present "man in the street,” who plays such
an important part in the formation of popular public opinion.’ Radio, with
its 764 stetions, and the thirty-seven milllon receiving seta located in
the homes throughout the land, offers itself as one of the most potent
mediums for reaching the masses. Radio offers an unusual opportunity since
it finds the listener in a relaxed state which makes for an ideal time at which
to impress him with material suited to our purpose. & recent Gallup Survey
revealed the fact that a high percentage of the American public relies
exclusively upon the radio for news reports.

Lately, we have begun to scrutinize the popular commercial
programs on the air. For herein lies the opportunity to place material
with redlo stars who command huge following. Our experience in the past
with radio celebrities has been smell because we have not engaged in a
concentrated drive to reach them. However, ws are endeavoring to mske this
work one of our main jobs at the present time.

Our radio project was inaugurated as a separate unit exactly two
years ago. It has developed to such proportions that it was responsible in 1938,

directly and indirectly, for approximately two thousand broadcaste over local
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end network stations, All of these programs were evolved at a minimum of

sxpenss. HNaturally, a special technique was developed in our approach to

the stations, The Committee was not endeavoring to secure publicity for itself

but rather was interested in the dissemination of a worthwhile message. We
also stressed the service angle, and a number of stations developed
confidence in us since they could always be assured of a complete package
Job whenever we wers in charge of a broadcast. Seripts, music clearance,
production details, and newspaper publicity were ell handled by us. Many
stations are 6ontinually deluged with time requests from educational and
religlous groups. Stations WO R, K ABC, FHN, and W M C A use us on
many occaslons as a clearing house.

Our experiments with the foreign language field, recordings,
educational script service, and children's programs have been rather scent
and are worthy of further study and increassd effort.

This report on the radio activities of the Committee has been
written primarily to afford us an opportunity for surveylng in retroapect
the various phases of our work. We are interested in determining whether
we are on the right track to achleve our objectives. Possibly, certain
parts of our program have received too much emphasis to the detriment of
other parts. We feel thers is room for development and improvement in our
efforts.

Before launching inte the analysis of our activities, it would be
well to bear in mind the vital objactives of the Committee's radio project.

We are interested in stimulating as meny local and network programs as is

possible which embody the following.objectives:

(1) To prasent a knowledge of and appreciation for Democraey

\/ a8 againsgt all totalitarisnisms to radio listeners by stressing
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the Americanism theme;

(2) To impress listeners with the fact that America is
a land of many peoples, and to combat pernicious race superiority
theories. In short, "Immigrants All - Americans All.?

(3) To educate Americans to the threat of Naaism.

(4) To present the Jew in a dignified 1ight and in his place

as an integral part of American life and history.



ANALYSIS OF PAST RADIO ACTIVITIES

I. _Outside Organizations

An important phase of our radlo activity has been expended in behelf
of outside organigzations which are either zssociated with us indirecte
ly or have been referred to us by other sources., In the past we have
encouraged these organizations to come to us with their radio probe
lems, since it gives us an epportunity to guide their programs, This
work resolves itself into two Separste divisiona.

One group of orgenizations takes the initistive in calling upen us to
secure radio time for them, Provided that the program idea is feas-

ible, requests are made to radio stetions for time allotments, either
for a one time program or frequently for a series of broadcasts, and

other assistance is given towasrd the best pcasible program. ’

The second group of organizations maintains their own station contacts
tut rely upon us for ideas to decvelop into possible broadeast series.
Program material is often supplied to these affilistes for a special
progrem or & series of broadcasts already existing.

It should he noted that in some cases we act in the dual capacity of
a lieison with radio stations as well as the origination point for
progran ideas and material to be used by one organization.

The following information is a detsiled breakdown of the numercus
redio projects undertaken for other organizations,

As 2 wit  at 4

1. Americen Jewish Joint Distrilutien Committee

For the past two years we have handled exclusively ell of the
radio activity of the alove Committee., To date, their btroad-
casta have centered sround programe which commemorsted various
important religious holidags, Consequently, these radio pro-
grams are of a seasonal nature, culminating with the High Holy
Deys in the fall of the year,

A1l of the Joint Distritution Committee'’s broadcasts Lave been
presented over national networks and recause of thelr excellent
program content have been placed on reference recordings for
our files. The Joint Distritution Committee has used these
network programs primerily as a prestige uilder rather than

a8 a fund raising means. For this reason, these programs have
been admirahle in their concentration on a goodwill theme rather
than on a fund appeal. All expenses for choral music, seripts
and incidentals have been borne ty the Joint Distritution Come
nittee,
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The activities of the radio department of the Americsn
Jewish Committee are of the following four categories:

l. A systematlc check on the meterial that is broadcast.
This includess a) The assembling of information on existing and
planned programs having some relation to the Committee's ainms)

b) A check up on Jewish radio programs;

6) A similar check up on the foreignplangﬁage broad-
cagts}

d) A periodio review of the short wavs broadocasting ¢/

(}.

2+ Corrective motion of the kind indiceted by an ob=

from European sountries,

Jeotionable program as, for example, bringing to the attention
of the station owner and of the federal authorities programs ine
congistent with sound redio policies and the publioc interest.
de Positive educational activity as ins
A. The preparation of talks over the radio. (Examplees
Father Kernan, Kingdon, Religion in the News, eta.)

B The preparation of progrems on special occesions. | -

tars Tt : | \y ‘
(Exnmplos:ﬁTho Newport Synagogue Celebration, Brotherhood week |~ ¢

redio programs, Voices of Amerioa)

C. The initiation of, or aotive participation in, or-
iginel radio programs. (Examples: Americens All, Immigrants All;
Eohoes of Hlatory;xquilting Bee; the book program of the National
Council of Wbmsn.ﬁ;to;) o

D, The furnishing of ideas and material for existing

programs or one-time broadecasts both of a sustaining and commerolal

type. (Bxampless Unocla Don's All-Amerioan program, University of



Cchioago Round Table, Town Hall Meetings of the Air, Eate Smith's
broadessts, eto.)

This part of the work of the Amerlocan Jewlish Committee
inoludes where need be every aspsct of radio presentation: the
securing of time and parﬁicipants, the preperation of seripts,
publicizing, audlence bulld-up, eto.

4. Informetion to the Jewish oommunities:

A. Guidance as to local use of the radio and as to the
programs suiteble for loesl purposes or requiring corrective action.

B. The development locally of audiences for the Committeets

national progrems and others useful for the objective of the com=

mittees

C. Direct expansion of national programs either by local
demand for hooking into a broadecast or by & recording service.

Any proposal to ocoordinate the radio activities of the
four organizations will have to take into account the development
of existing mechinery, the few areas in which there appears to be
duplication, and the fact that beyond the general educational pro=
grems intended to reach the general audience of listening Americans,
there are specific programs designed for specifio oconstituents, which
mey have to be cerried on independently as before, but in which the
techniocel problems involved can concelvably be routed through one or

another of the agencies selacted for the purpose.

S. We

December 26, 1939



