
WHAT JEWS AND CHRISTIANS SHOULD KNOW
ABOUT EACH OTHER

What Jews Should Know About Christians and Christianity

Christians celebrate life through the love of Jesus Christ.
Christians believe that God takes the form of the Trinity: Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit.
Christians believe that the God of the Hebrew Bible is also the God of

the New Testament and has been present in all of history.
The prophets then and now are central in a Christian's active response

to a God who desires justice, mercy, and compassion.
God is present in all of life, according to Christianity. The visible,

tangible, physical aspects of reality are signs and symbols of a deeper truth
and of the Christian's relationship with God.

Jesus is, for Christians, the Son of God. For Christians, he is the anoint-
ed one who bears, points to, and represents all truth about God.

Christians believe that Jesus (the Son of God) died and rose again and
that his spirit is with Christians, especially in the bread and wine of the rite
(Sacrament) of Holy Eucharist.

Baptism is the Christian rite of initiation whereby Christians become
members of the Christian family. Most Christians are baptized as infants.

The Christian story, tradition, and history have been, according to some
Christians, overly paternalistic and masculine-oriented; these Christians are
seeking to appreciate the fullness of the masculine and feminine essence of
God.

Christians believe it is human nature to rebel against God—to sin. The
message of Christianity is that there is nothing, no evil Christians can do that
will put them beyond God's love and that cannot be redeemed and trans-
formed.

What Christians Should Know About Jews and Judaism

Jews are not a monolithic group. There is great diversity in ethnic background,
education, economic status, and in political, religious, and other views. But
there is a bond of peoplehood as well as faith conditioned by a common
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history and destiny.
Jews believe in one transcendent and personal God of the Hebrew Bible

(i.e., what Christians call the Old Testament).
Jews do not believe that Jesus was God nor the Son of God. Further,

Jews do not consider Jesus the Messiah because Jesus did not fulfill any of the
messianic prophecies according to Jewish tradition. The Jewish messianic ideal
has always focused on the goal of justice and common humanity in this world.

In Judaism, one is judged according to one's deeds in the world, and the
spirit with which one does those deeds, and not according to one's beliefs.
There is relatively little emphasis on creed or dogma.

Jews do not feel any religious obligation to convert non-Jews to Judaism,
although voluntary converts are welcome. Jews resist efforts to convert them
and resent suggestions that the Jewish faith is an inferior and incomplete stage
on the way to something better. Jews would like to have Judaism respected on
its own terms.

The concept of a "chosen people" is not considered by Jews as confer-
ring any special status, but rather as imposing special responsibility to fulfill
religious obligations, with the hope of contributing ultimately to a better world
for all humankind.

Jews consider the Torah—the biblical Five Books of Moses—as the
foundation of Judaism because it contains the earliest history, practices, and
laws of the Jewish people and records the earliest perceptions of a divine
demand for a just social order. In addition to the Torah and the rest of the
Hebrew Bible, the sacred literature of the Jews includes the vast collection of
teachings known as the Talmud, and a huge body of other writings over the
last 2500 years.

Like any minority group concerned for its survival, Jews worry about
intermarriage with non-Jews, lest the offspring adopt the religion of the non-
Jewish spouse.

The trauma of the Shoah (Holocaust) has been a central experience of
Jews in the twentieth century, and the shock waves continue to reverberate.
Jews cannot "put it behind them," nor do they feel they have the moral right
to "forgive."

For Jews, the birth of the State of Israel has profound emotional
connections with the Hebrew Bible. Jews regard Israel as a potential refuge
from persecution; its survival cannot be separated from the survival of the
Jewish people.

—From an article by Bruce Kadden of the
Coalition for the Advancement of

Jewish Education (CAJE)


