
First Issue of AJC's New Monthly,
Commentary, to Appear Shortly

The first issue of Commentary, new
monthly publication of the American
Jewish Committee, will appear in mid-
October, announced Elliott E. Cohen,
editor of the magazine. Designed to reach
the widest circle of American Jews, the
character of the magazine, Mr. Cohen
declared, was determined, in large part,
by the suggestions and comments con-
tained in the answers of more than two
thousand men and women throughout the
country to a questionnaire on the type of
magazine which would meet the needs of
American Jewry.

The permanent statement of Commen-
tary's objectives, which will be carried as
part of its masthead, reads as follows:

"Commentary aims to meet the need
for a journal of significant thought and
opinion on Jewish affairs and contempo-
rary world issues. Its pages will be hos-
pitable to diverse points of view and be-
liefs, and it hopes to encourage original
creative endeavor in the various fields of
culture. The opinions and views expressed
by Commentary's contributors and edi-
tors are their own, and do not necessarily
express the viewpoint or position of the
American Jewish Committee, which is its
sponsor. The Committee's sponsorship of
Commentary is in line with its general
program to enlighten and clarify public
opinion on problems of Jewish concern,
to fight bigotry and protect human rights,
and to promote Jewish cultural interest
and creative achievement in America."

Contents
The first issue of Commentary serves

as an illustration as well as a preview of
the subject matter with which the maga-
zine will be concerned. In this issue, Pro-
fessor Percy S. Corbett of Yale University
proposes effective international machin-
ery to insure human rights. One of the
most important current philosophies of
Jewish life, Reconstructionism, will be
critically evaluated by Mordecai Gross-
man and answered in the second issue by
its founder, Professor Mordecai M. Kap-
lan. On the European scene, George Or-
well reports from London on the impact
and effects of the Labor party victory and
Professor Salo Baron of Columbia Uni-
versity discusses the spiritual reconstruc-
tion of European Jewry. Commentary will
also include the first published report on
the studies of anti-Semitism which were
conducted by the Institute for Social Re-
search of Columbia University. It is en-
titled "American Fuehrer in Preview,"
and was written by James Rorty.

Commentary plans to have the most
complete coverage of books of Jewish
interest ever undertaken. The first issue
contains reviews by Theodor Caster (Li-
brarian of the Hebraic Section of the Li-
brary of Congress), who will also con-
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tribute reviews of recent Palestinian
literature, Harold Rosenberg and Kurt
List, among others.

A complete running coverage of world
events as they affect Jewish affairs will be
presented each month under the direction
of Sidney Hertzberg, former editor of
Common Sense. An innovation in maga-
zine coverage is another regular depart-
ment, "The Study of Man," which will
summarize for the general reader the ad-
vances made in the different branches of
social science as culled from reports of
conferences and periodical literature. The
"Cedars of Lebanon" series, reprints of
modern classics of Jewish thought, which
originated in the Contemporary Jewish
Record, will be continued in Commentary.

Commentary also hopes to play a lead-
ing role in developing and providing an
outlet for the cultural expression of young
American Jews. The first issue contains a
short story by Paul Goodman entitled
"A Prayer for Dew." Future issues will
contain poetry, short stories, and articles
on the art and music of American Jews.

The magazine appears in a new two-
column format designed for easy reading
by the noted typographer of the Yale
University Press, Carl Rollins, and will
sell on newsstands for $.40. A year's sub-
scription is $4.00.


