
INTRODUCTION

1. The term "Mitteistand" is difficult to translate because of the peculiarities
of Germany's social structure. "Mitteistand" means more than an income
group comparable to "lower middle class." It contains concepts of status
and caste. German conservatism regarded as a Stand a group defined by
equality of social status and occupation, of approximately equal property
and income, and possessing rights not enjoyed by others. The last-
mentioned criterion is essential. The landed aristocracy, the officer corps,
the clergy, but also the artisan, the small merchant, and petty official felt
entitled to certain privileges by virtue of Stand.

English and American studies on Germany's social structure sometimes
use the term "middle classes" to correspond to "Mittel.stand." Throughout
this study the term "middle class" (sometimes "bourgeoisie" or "middle
classes") is used to designate the social groups which, in Germany as in
other modem nations, represented the interests of industry, trade, and
banking, and which on the basis of wealth, knowledge, and education
challenged the supremacy of the old ruling forces. The same terminological
consistency is not applied with regard to the term "Mitteistand"; where the
emphasis is on the economic characteristics of Mitteistand groups, the tenn
"lower middle classes" is sometimes substituted.

2. Fichte, Johann Gottlieb: Des Geschlossne Handelsstaat (Tubingen, 1800),

p. 288. "They enjoy the cunning of acquisition more than they do the se-
curity of possession. It is they who clamor incessantly for freedom of trade
and commerce, freedom from supervision and police, freedom from all
order and ethics."

3. Lamprecht, Karl: Deutsche Geschichte, 12 vols. (Berlin, 1920—1922),
vol. X, p. 481.

4. Valentin, Veit: Geschichte des Deutschen Revolution von 1848—1849,

2 vois. (Berlin, 1930), vol. I, pp. 344—5, 397.
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CHAPTER I

1. The four Jewish members of the 1848 National Assembly were Riesser
(Hamburg), Veit (Berlin), Kuranda (Vienna), and Hartmann (Vienna).
In the debate on the draft of a constitution Riesser defeated a motion to
put the Jewish group under special legislation.

2. Dubnow, Simon: Die Neueste Geschichte des Jüdischen Volkes. 3 vols.
(Jerusalem, 1988), vol. III, pp. 345—6.

3. Max Wirth's Geschjchte des Handel.rkrisen (Frankfurt am Main, 1874)
gives a vivid picture of the Grundung period.

4. The Fortschrittspartei (Progress Party, in English sometimes called Radical
Liberals or Progressists) was organized in 1861 by the left wing of the old
Liberal Party and by well-known democratic leaders of 1848. It struggled
f or complete democratic government, reduction of militarism, and free
trade. Its fight against the proposed reorganization of the army and increase
of military expenses was so popular that within six months it had become
the strongest party in the lower chamber of the Prussian Diet. During the
Constitutional Conflict (1862—1866) it refused to support the budget in-
creases and war loans requested by the government, but was defied by
Bismarck and gave in with a consequent loss of prestige to the party and
to the idea of parliamentary government in general. After Prussia's suc-
cessfül war with Austria in 1866 the right wing of the party supported
Bismarck's foreign and military policy, seceded and established itself in the
Prussian Diet as the National Party. In the Constituent Reichstag of the
North German Federation the group was joined by liberals from Prussia's
newly acquired provinces who supported national unification under Bis-
marck's leadership. The new party which thus emerged called itself Na-
tional Liberal. Its leader was the Hanoverian Rudolf von Bennigsen. In
domestic affairs the National Liberals reserved the right to be a "loyal
opposition."

5. The depression lasted until 1879; it was followed by a weak recovery. Cf.
Sartorius von Walterhausen, August: Zeittafeln zur Wirtschaf-tsgeschichte
(Halberstadt, 1927), p. 62; Also Spiethoif, Arthur: "Krisen," Handworter-
buch des Staatswi$senschaften, vol. 6, 4th ed. (Jena, 1925), pp. 53 if.

6. The Conservative Party had been founded in 1848, to organize the counter-
revolution. It was Prussian, monarchical, agrarian, and originally exclu-
sively aristocratic. Until well after Bismarck's unification of Germany the
Conservatives had little taste for a Reich in which they were to share power
with a rising middle class.

In the course of the party's history, it went through a number of schisms
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which reflected the difficulties of adjustment which the party of a semi-
feudal aristocracy experienced in a rapidly changing capitalist environment.
The relations of the various wings and factions of the Conservatives in the
two chambers of the Prussian Diet as well as in the Reichstag are confusing.
Unfortunately, the advice of Eugen Richter, the liberal opponent of the
Conservatives, that all conservative varieties be considered as "essentially
one and the same," does not do justice to the intricacies of the political
situation. (Cf. Richter, Eugen: Politisches ABC Buch, 8th ed., Berlin,
1896, p. 275.)

In 1866, when the National Liberals split from the Progress Party, the
Conservatives, too, broke ranks. A moderate group, known in the Prussian
Diet as the Free-Conservatives, in the Reichstag as Reichspartei, seceded.
Like the National Liberals the Free-Conservatives were the Chancellor's
loyal supporters in all questions of national and foreign policy.

The Old Conservatives mentioned in the text consisted of the party's
right wing, or to be exact, of the right wing of the Conservative group in
the Prussian Diet. Their mouthpiece was the Kreuzzeitung. The schism
between the Old Conservatives and the New Conservatives lasted from
1872 to 1879 and was caused by the refusal of the Kreuzzeitung faction to
support Bismarck in his fight against the Catholics.

After the Old Conservatives had been almost wiped out in the election
of 1874, they constituted themselves anew in the German Conservative
Party (1876).

For the purpose of this study it did not seem necessary to tax the reader's
memory with all these developments. Unless otherwise specified, the term
"the Conservatives" in the text refers to right-wing Conservatives.

7. The Catholic Center Party, named not for political but technical reasons—
its members were seated in the center of the Reichstag hall—was organ-
ized in 1870—71, after an earlier Catholic party in Prussia had been prac-
tically destroyed during the Constitutional Conflict. The Center had its
main strength in Bavaria, the Rhineland, and Upper Silesia, predominantly
Catholic territories. In the first two decades of its existence, the party was
strongly under the influence of a conservative-aristocratic wing. After the
death of its outstanding leader Ludwig Windthorst (1891), the party made
greater concessions to nationalism. The Catholic Center Party had impor-
tant auxiliaries in the Catholic People's Association (Volksverein für das
katholische Deutschland) and in the Christian trade unions. Under the
latter's influence the party somewhat changed its strictly denominational
character, though the clerical element remained overwhelmingly strong.

8. Marr, W[ilhelm]: Der Sieg des Judentums uber das Germanentum. Vom
nicht confessionellen Stand punkt aus betrachtet. Vae Victis!, 6th ed. (Bern,
1879).

Legends have grown up around Marr's origin, spread by his critics rather
than his friends. Dubnow (Op. cit., vol. III, p. 430) reports that he was
"the son of an actor ostracized, because of dishonorable conduct, by a
group of radical journalists with whom he used to meet." Elbogen (A
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Century of Jewish Life, Philadelphia, 1945, P. 703) calls Marr "a de-
scendant of Jews." The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia (New York, 1939,
vol. I, "Antisemitism," pp. 341 if.) mentions that Marr was "said to have
been a converted Jew." Other sources still give him a Jewish mother, etc.
Man is also credited with having coined the term, anti-Semitism. (Cf.
"Antisemitismus," Encyclopedia Judaica, Berlin, 1928; and "Antisemitism,"
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia.) According to Baron (A Social and Religious
History of the Jews, vol. II, P. 287) Man or Ernest Renan may have been
the author of the new term.

9. Marr states that it was as early as 1863 that he became "aroused by the
consequences of Jewish emancipation," an event that was to happen six
years later. The contradiction results from the fact that, in Marr's opinion,
the emancipation of the Jews took place during the revolution of 1848 and
was not undone during the restoration.

10. Marr, W[ilhelm]: Der Judenspiegel (Hamburg, 1863).
11. Marr, W.: Des Sieg des Judentums, bc. cit., p. 39.
12. For the significance of the recurring theme of doom in modern agitation

see Leo Lowenthal's and Norbert Guterman's study of American fascist
agitators, Prophets of Deceit (New York, 1949).

13. In a later pamphlet, Vom judischen Kriegsschauplatz (3rd ed., Bern, 1879,
p. 46), Marr wrote that he was mistaken in believing that Russia might
support Germany in her fight against Jewry. "Social 'nihilism' is even more
rampant in Russia than here.. . . It goes without saying that a revolution
in Russia will also open Russian legislation to Israel."

14. Mars, W.: Der Sieg des Judentums, boo. cit. p. 43.
15. In Vom jüdischen Ksiegsschauplatz p. 27, Man returns to his basic com-

plaint.
16. Ibid., p. 29.
17. Man, W.: Des Sieg des Judentums, bc. cit., p. 32.
18. Mars, W.: Vom judischen Kriegsschauplatz, lee. cit. p. 29.
19. Otto Glagau, a talented political publicist, is said to have lost his property

in Gründet speculations. Besides the series of articles in the Gartenlaube
(republished as a book in 1878 under the same title and widely read), he
wrote a critique of National Liberalism, Der Bankeroti des Nationallib-
eralismus und die "Reaktion," which expresses the same cultural and moral
aversion to the new era of capitalism as is to be found in the writings of
the Catholic publicist Constantin Frantz. (Cf. the latter's Die Religion des
Nationalliberalismus, Leipzig, 1872; and Des Nationalliberalismus und die
Judenherrschaft, Munich, 1874.) From 1880—1889 Glagau edited the anti-
liberal, anti-Semitic magazine, Des Kulturkainpfer, catering to the taste of
the educated Mitteistand. Among its contributors were high-ranking offi-
cials and influential politicians.

20. Der Bankerott des Nationalliberalismus und die "Reaktion", 3rd ed. (Berlin,
1878), p. 20.

21. Ibid., pp. 16 if.
22. Ibid., p. 71.



NOTES MD REFERENCES 213

23. Cf. Frank, Walter: Hofprediger Adolf Stoecker und die Christlichsoziale
Bewegung, 2nd ed., (Hamburg, 1935), p. 77.

The concept, of course, did not originate with German anti-Semites. It
originally developed from Catholic economic philosophy, is inherent in the
economic theory of German romanticism, was worked out elaborately by
Proudl-ion and taken over by German Proudhonians. In The Communist
Manifesto Marx derides it as the ideological cornerstone of both "aristo-
cratic" and "true" socialism.

24. The historical and economic aspects of this problem are excellently dealt
with by Beard, Miriam: "Anti-Semitism—-Product of Economic Myths," in
Graeber, Isaque, and Britt, Steuart Henderson: Jews in a Gentile World
(New York, 1942), pp. 262 if.

25. Hitler, Adolf: Mein Kampf (Stackpole, New York, 1939), pp. 210 if.
26. The name of the paper was actually the Neue Preussische Zeitung. It was

generally called Kreuzzeitung because of the cross it carried on its front
page. The Kreuzzeitung was founded in 1848, two weeks after the revolu-
tionaries had stormed the Berlin Zen ghaus (arsenal). Its board of directors
was composed exclusively of members of the leading Prussian nobility.
Wagener, its first editor in chief, told in his memoirs how the Berlin popula-
tion greeted the new paper: "The copies were violently snatched from the
carriers' hands, torn to pieces and thrown into the gutter; the distributors
did not dare to receive copies unless wrapped in covers; the number of
vulgar and repulsive letters [we received] was legion; they threatened to
destroy our presses, to loot and to kill. On three occasions we thought it
best to send our wife and child away to Potsdam and to prepare for an
energetic defense." (Erlebtes, Berlin, 1884, p. 16.)

Heinrich Graetz, the Jewish historian, passed the following judgment on
the Kreuzzeitung: "The mouthpiece of this [Conservative] party makes the
cross its symbol but neither love nor humbleness nor truth is its device."
(Volkstumliche Geschichte der Juden, 3 vols., Vienna and Berlin, 9th ed.,
vol. III, p. 637.)

27. Kreuzzeitung (1875, nos. 148 to 152). These anonymous articles gained
notoriety under the name of "the era articles." Their author was Dr. F.
Perrot, a reserve officer and publicist. See Bismarck, Otto von: Gedtinken
und Erinnerungen (complete ed., Stuttgart and Berlin, 1928), p. 454.

The articles led to an interesting demonstration. Bismarck, on February
9, 1876, sharply attacked the Kreuzzeitung in the Reichstag and declared
that "everyone who subscribes to the paper indirectly participates in the
campaign of lies and slanders which it conducts." As a result, several
hundred prominent Conservatives immediately announced in the Kreuzzeit-
ung the renewal of their subscriptions.

28. Germania's anti-Semitic articles appeared in nos. 174, 185, 189, 190, 201,

203, and 228, all in 1875.
29. Bismarck in his speech before the Prussian Diet (1847) had said:

"I am not an enemy of the Jews and I forgive them if they should be my
enemies. Sometimes I even love them. And I do not grudge them any rights
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except the one to hold, in a Christian state, an office vested with
authority.

"In the territories ruled by the edict of 1812, the Jews, as far as I
remember, are not denied any right but one: to hold government positions.
This right they now claim for themselves; they demand the right to become
state officials, generals, cabinet members, and even Ministers of Public
Worship and Instruction. I admit that I am full of prejudices; I have
sucked them in, so to speak, with the mother milk and I do not succeed
in talking them away; if I should imagine having before me, as a repre-
sentative of the King's Sacred Majesty, a Jew whom I would have to obey,
I must confess that I would feel deeply depressed and humiliated, that the
feeling of pride and honor would leave me with which I now endeavor to
discharge my duties towards the state."

30. The term Kulturkampf is attributed to the eminent pathologist, Rudolph
Vfrchow, who in support of Bismarck had called the Prussian government's
fight against the Catholic Church a "fight for culture." Virchow was one of
the founders and leaders of the Progress Party and took an active part in
the Liberals' defense of the Jewish group.

31. Wawrzinek, Kurt: Die Entstehung der Deutschen Antisemitenparteien
(1873—1890) (Berlin, 1927), p. 13, remarks dryly, in his carefully docu-
mented study, that Germania was too cautious to demand legal measures
against the Jewish group. The Catholics were just experiencing the bene-
fits of anti-minority laws.

32. Cf. Meyer, Rudolph: Politische Grunder und die Korruption in Deutsch-
land (Leipzig, 1877); Gehlsen, Joachim: Aus Dem Reiche Bismarcks
(Berlin, 1894); and anonymous: Das Kleine Buch vom Grossen Bismarck
(Bern, 1877 and 1894). Gehlsen was also editor of the Deutsche Eisen.
bahnzeitung, later Deutsche Reichsglocke, of which Bismarck wrote: "The
Kaiser never refused me his grace and assistance in state affairs; this did,
however, not hinder him from reading the Reichsglocke daily. Thirteen
copies of this sheet which lived solely by slandering me circulated in the
Royal House Ministry for our and other courts, and it had its contributors
not only among the Catholic, but also among the Protestant aristocracy."
Bismarck: Op. cit., p. 460.

Meyer's book ends on this note:
"We know now definitely that with Prince Bismarck a change for the

better is impossible. His oldest friends, friends of his youth and best years,
have warned and implored him in vain, have tried to separate him from
people who breathe the plague and whom only his strong arm saves from
the public prosecutor. He let the period of grace go by unused.

"We know that, had after 1871 the country's government been entrusted
to other hands, had honest simple men sat in the King's council, not one of
the horrible Gr'undungen would today exist which disgrace the stocklist of
Berlin's stock exchange. We know that no Kulturkampf would rend the
German nation, nor anxiety dwell in palaces and huts. As long as Prince
Bismarck remains its all-powerful idol, the German nation will be sacri-
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ficed for the sake of the Reich, the Reich for the sake of the Chancellor
and the Chancellor—is owned by the Jews and the Gründer. For our
political course, therefore, one way only remains open: Elimination of the
present system and its carrier."

For an understanding of the cultural and social roots of German con-
servative anti-Semitism Rudolph (later Rudolf) Meyer's writings offer
unparalleled opportunities. He was a deved disciple of Rodbertus' "con-
servative socialism." As early as 1874 he published an informed and friendly
study of the German socialist labor movement, Der Emanzipationskampf
des Vierten Standes (Berlin). A second volume (Berlin, 1875) dealt with
the labor movement in Europe and America. An adherent of the Christian
corporative state under a social monarchy, Meyer despises liberalism which
he identifies with parliamentarianism and laissez-faire. "Each nation, and
particularly the German, wants to be governed but it wants a good gov-
ernment. The wild beasts in the jungle are Manchester men. They will not
tolerate a king above them. The jungle law of free competition rules
supreme. 'The big beast eats the little game.'" (Emanzipationskampf, vol.
II, p. 786.)

Meyer admonishes the Hohenzollern to be aware of their social duties
and not to forget that "they ought to be strong guardians and protectors of
the poor and exploited against the rich and exploiters." (Ibid.) Parlia-
mentary rule, in his opinion, is nothing but "an impudent attempt of a
numerically insignificant but wealthy and aggressive minority to break the
Royal power and to establish itself as the mighty ruler of the state in
order to extend and consolidate its own social and economic domination."
(Ibid.)

Meyer's book Politische Gründer und die Korruption in Deutschland
aroused Bismarck's wrath and the author had to flee Germany in order to
escape a jail sentence. In exile he entertained friendly relations with many
socialist leaders. Friedrich Engels in London recommended his anti-Gründer
book to August Bebel. (Cf. Bebel: Aus meinem Leben, 3 vols., Stuttgart,
1919, vol. III, p. 80.) Franz Mehring calls the same book a "fulminating
treatise, overflowing with bitter truth," by which Meyer "led an energetic
attack against the system of capitalistic corruption from which Bismarck did
not want to stay away (Mehring: Geschichte der deutschen Sozial-
demokratie, 4 vois., Stuttgart 1921, vol. IV, p. 130.)

In the period of 1891—95 the Social Democratic periodical, Neue Zeit,
published numerous articles by Meyer, most of them critical reviews of
the govermnent's agricultural policies. In those years Meyer was to a degree
the agrarian expert of the Marxist periodical.

According to Mehring (Op. cit., pp. 130 if.) Meyer was directly re-
sponsible for interesting a number of Protestant clergymen in the social
reform movement, among them Rudolf Todt and Adolf Stoecker! How-
ever, neither Todt nor Meyer wanted any part in Stoecker's work which
Meyer considered a "miscarriage" of Christian socialism.
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33. Deutsche Eisenbahnzeitung, February 17, 1876. The anonymous author
was most likely Rudolf Meyer.

34. The leading theoretician of Prussian Protestant conservatism was Friedrich
Julius Stahl, a baptized Jew, whose philosophy of the state held divine
revelation to be the origin of monarchy, state and law. As a member of
the first chamber of the Prussian parliament, Stahl became the leader of
the Conservatives.

35. Frantz, Constantin: Des Nationalliberalismus und die Judenherrschaft, be.
cit., p. 22.

36. Schlesische Vobkszeitung (October 2, 1875). See Wawrzinek: Op. cit.,
p. 14.

37. Wawrzinek: Op. cit., p. 12.
38. Liberal historians, Jewish and non-Jewish, treat the violent flare-up of

Catholic political anti-Semitism in the mid-1870's as an unfortunate
episode in an otherwise harmonious relationship, the faux pas of an irri-
tated group which was quickly corrected. Elbogen, for instance, states
that later "the Catholic party of the Center gained certain successes in
church politics and dropped the campaign against the Jews on the ground
that Catholics, being themselves a religious minority, should not counte-
nance religious hatred." (Elbogen, Ismar: Op. cit., p. 143.)

Catholic rediscovery of Christian tolerance was directly related to the
position of Catholicism in the Reich. After 1879 the Catholic Center Party
gained a strategic position in the Reichstag. The only major party which
was not predominantly based on a single social group, it was in a position
to join the Right or the Left in political coalitions, without having to fear
that its followers would desert it. Bismarck liquidated the Kulturkampf, in
return for which the Catholics gave him conditional parliamentary support.
The National Liberal era was then over, and with it disappeared some of
the strongest inducements which anti-Semitism had had to offer to political
Catholicism.

Catholic hostility toward "Jewish liberalism," however, remained strong
for years to come. In 1881, when "the Anti-Semites' Petition" was intro-
duced, two of the three Catholic Center deputies who spoke in the debate
expressed their sympathy with the anti-Semitic point of view. Julius
Bachem, a prominent figure in Catholic politics, repeated the charges of
the Germania articles of 1875, and Peter Reichensperger, a charter member
of the Catholic Center Party, complimented Stoecker on his courage in
daring "to have touched the wasp-nest." August Reichensperger, the
brother of Peter, relates in his memoirs that most Catholic parliamentarians
were eager at that time to participate in the anti-Semitic campaign. Writes
Reichensperger:

"The most notable parliamentary event was the great debate on the
Jewish question (die grosse Judendebatte) of November 20 and 22 [1880].
It was brought about by [the Liberal Albert] Hand's interpellation. [In the
name of the Progress Party, Hinel's had asked the Minister what position
the Prussian government was preparing to take on the Anti-Semites' Pe-
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tition]. Within the Catholic Center group the discussion of the Jewish ques-
tion had led to very agitated discussions between Windthorst, who was
rather friendly toward the Jews, and the great majority of the group which
was raring to join the attack (die scharf losgezogen ivissen woilte).
Windthorst stood almost completely alone in his opinion that the Catholic
Center should be as neutral as possible. . . . The debate before the House
was a defeat for Jewry and the Progress Party whose phrases turned always
against them as Kulturkampfer. The anti-Semitic agitation has greatly in-
creased since." (Pastor, Ludwig: August Reichensperger 1808—1895, 2
vols., Freiburg, 1899, vol. II, p. 191.)

Again in the early nineties, when political Catholicism undertook the
organization of Catholic peasants, it did not refrain from injecting anti-
Semitic propaganda into the campaigns.

Catholic decisions to use or abstain from political anti-Semitism were as
little governed by Christian principles as were those of the Protestant
Conservatives. Political, not religious or ethical considerations were the
primary determinants of Catholic-Jewish relations. These certainly were not
unfriendly in the further course of German history but that was due to
factors other than belief in the brotherhood of man.

For a satisfactory explanation of the tolerant attitude which political
Catholicism later took toward the Jewish group it is not sufficient to point
out that, as a minority group, the Catholics themselves shied from discrim-
inatory treatment of another minority. General conclusions of this kind find
little support in historical fact. In this case, the concept of "minority," as
applied to two groups of which one comprised about SO per cent of the
total population, the other about 1 per cent, is apt to conceal essential
differences in the situation of the respective groups.

More enlightenment might be gained by studying the relations between
German Catholics and Jews as influenced by their respective group experi-
ences. The Catholics, for instance, slowly gained access to the government
machinery while Jews did not. Industrial expansion in Catholic regions—
iThineland, Silesia—took care of other Catholic grievances. The rise of a
Catholic trade union movement, comprising hundreds of thousands of
industrial and white-collar workers, established Catholic influence in a
sphere of power where the Jewish group's weakness was glaring. Germany's
close political relations to predominanfly Catholic neighbor states (Austria,
Hungary, Italy) also tended to strengthen the German Catholic group.



CHAPTER II

1. "Kathedersozialismus" was a school of economic and social thought that
gained great influence in academic circles during the last decades of the
nineteenth century. The term was coined by an opponent, the National
Liberal publicist Heinrich Bernhard Oppenheini. Far from being Socialists
of a Marxist coloration, the members of the group belonged to all kinds of
political creeds but had in common their rejection of the economic and
social philosophy of Manchester liberalism. Their academic organization
was the Verein für Sozialpolitik, founded in 1878, which attracted a galaxy
of names: Cneist, Roscher, Schmoller, Nasse, Brentano, Knapp, Conrad,
etc. The leading Kathedersozialist of the eighties was Adolph Wagner,
eminent economist at the University of Berlin, a life-long friend of Adolf
Stoecker, vice-president of the anti-Semitic Christian Social Party, later
also president of Stoecker's Protestant Social Congress.

Problems of rural usury were among the early interests of the Verein für
Sozialpolitik. It repeatedly conducted surveys in this field and its reports
stressed the association of Jews with this particular scourge of the peasantry.
It would, however, not be justified to classify all Kathedersozialisten as
anti-Semitic.

2. One of the most obviously anti-Semitic reform programs was that of Judge
C. Wilmanns: Die "Goldene" Internationale und die Notwendigkeit einer
sozialen Ref ormpartei (Berlin, 1876). Wilmanns advocated the eradication
of all the advantages enjoyed by "money capital" to the detriment of land-
owners, artisans, and small industrialists; this should be done through new
legislation in the field of taxation, tariffs, banking, and railroad building.
Wilmanns urged particularly a new land law to replace Roman law which
he regarded as "a city and a slave law" that could only be disastrous to a
free peasantry. His views on the necessity of a "new concept of law,
adequate to the needs and the character of the German people," were ex-
pounded anew by Nazi philosophers.

8. Quoted from Oertzen, Dietrich von: Adolf Stoecker. Lebensbild und
Zeitgeschichte (Volksausgabe, Schwerin, 1912), pp. 2-8.

The literature on Stoecker, written by friends and enemies, is extensive.
Among the Stoecker biographies, Walter Frank's Hofprediger Adolf
Stoecker und die Christlichsoziale Bewegung deserves special mention. It is
a highly informative book, in spite of its obvious anti-Jewish bias. The book,
incidentally, has a history of its own. In the preface to the second edition
(1985)—the first appeared during the Weimar Republic (1928)—Frank
writes;

218



NOTES ANt) REFERENCES 219

'I did not 'improve' upon the book except for minor formal changes.
As it appeared first, with all its shortcomings which no one knows better
than I, it had to appear. This was necessary not only because it marked a
stage in the development of my personal work but above all because it was
that document with which the Hitler revolution broke through into German
bistoriography." (p. 10.)

Frank also relates that he took the unpublished manuscript of his book
to Hitler in Munich—apparently to get the Führer's blessing. It paid. Pro-
fessor Frank had a permanent academic position in the Third Reich,
specializing in research on "the Jewish question."

4. When Prussia went to war with France in 1870, Stoecker declared he felt
like "crying and at the same time shouting with joy that Barbarossa's old
dream finally has come true." He proclaimed: "God cannot and will not
leave us. It is the spirit of 1813 that is now stirring!" (Neue Evangelische
Kirchenzeitung, August 3, 1870.)

This is not far off from Hitler's reaction to the outbreak of World War I:
"I am not ashamed to say even now that I fell on my knees, overcome by
a storm of enthusiasm, and thanked Heaven out of an overflowing heart that
it had granted me the good fortune to live in this age." Hitler, Adolf:
Mein Kampf (Stackpole, New York, 1939), p. 163.

5. Gerlach, Heilmut von: Von Rechts nach Links (Zurich, 1937), p. 103.
6. Neue Evangelische Kirchenzeitung (September 4, 1869).
7. Neue Evangelische Kirchenzeitung (March 14, 1874).
8. The letter was not published by Stoecker until 1907, two years before

his death.
9. Stoecker, Adolf: Christlich-Sozial, Reden und Aufsätze (Bielefeld and

Leipzig, 1885), p. XIII. In due time Griineberg sold genuine and faked
information about Stoecker and his movement to the highest bidders. He
became a source of great embarrassment to the Christian Social Party.
Stoecker had him prosecuted for embezzlement, at the same time praying
in his political meetings for the swindler's soul. Cf. Bernstein, Eduard:
Geschichte des Berliner Arbeiterbewegung, S vols. (Berlin, 1907—1910),
vol. I, p. 393; vol. II, pp. 96 if.

10. In 1880 Johann Most was expelled from the Social Democratic Party for
anarchist views. He had come under the influence of the anti-Semitic
philosophic anarchist Eugen Duhring whose ideas, at the end of the
seventies, caused enough confusion among Social Democrats to make
Friedrich Engels write his famous Anti-Duhring.

J. Most left Germany for England where he continued his political work,
exhausting himself in bitter opposition to the leaders of the Social Demo-
crats. In England he served a prison term for "subversive activities" and
emigrated to the United States where he became a leading figure in the
anarchist movement. For more than two decades he edited Freiheit in
New York. He died in New York City in 1906.

11. The speech was reprinted in full in Stoecker's Christlich-Sozial, bc. cit.,
pp. 3 if.
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12. "The three-class-franchise" (Drei-Klassen-Wahlrecht), as it was properly
called, was incorporated into Prussia's constitution of 1850, at the height
of the political reaction against the revolution of 1848; it held against all
attempts to have it replaced by a more democratic electoral system until
the revolution of 1918 swept it away.

The Prussian franchise act prescribed an indirect electoral procedure.
The voters first cast their ballots for electors (Wahlmänner) who in turn
elected the members of the Diet's lower chamber. Each electoral district
was divided into three "classes" of voters; the amount of direct state
taxes paid by the individual voter determined his voting "class." A class,
therefore, could be composed of any number of taxpayers, from one
millionaire to thousands of less affluent voters. Each class elected the same
number of electors.

The inequities of this electoral system were increased rather than
diminished when in 1893 it was decided that the amount of municipal
and district taxes, as well as the direct state taxes, were to determine
the class to which an individual belonged. The result was that, for
instance, in the Prussian elections of 1893 the total of 5,980,538 voters
was divided into

class I, comprising 210,759 persons 3.52 per cent
class H, " 722,633 " 12.06 per cent
class III, " 5,056,146 " 84.42 per cent

(Cf. Arons, Leo: Die Preussischen Landtagswahlen, Berlin, 1898, p. 8.)
In each electoral district an average of 10 voters made up the first class,

37 voters the second, and 207 voters the third class. A member of the
first class thus had more than twenty times the "voting power" of a mem-
ber of the third class. The same law applied to communal elections.

The growing wealth of the middle classes permitted them to en-
joy the privileges of the three-class-franchise, originally designed to
benefit the landed aristocracy. This was not the least of the reasons why
the electoral system remained intact for almost seven decades. The liberal
parties showed little zeal in fighting for the revision of a franchise which
gave the propertied classes a prominent political position in Prussia, the
predominant state of the Reich.

13. Stoecker, speech of April 1, 1881, at Stuttgart.
14. "Mass movement from the Right" (Massenbewegung von Rechts) is a

concept for which the author is indebted to George Fuchs.
15. The letter, dated September 23, 1880, was made public by Stoecker in

his book Dreizehn Jahre Hofprediger und Politiker (Berlin, 1895).
16. Frank, W.: Op. cit., p. 126.
17. Cassel, Paulus: Die Antisemiten und die Evangelisehe Kirche (Berlin,

1881), p. 40.
18. How deeply public opinion was stirred by the fight against and for the

Jewish group may be gathered by a glance at the political and cultural
literature of the period. Wawrzinek's study alone has a bibliography d



NOTES AND REFERENCES 22 I

over 500 books, pamphlets, and articles referring to the anti-Semitic con-
troversies of 1873—90.

In Frank's biography of Stoecker a contemporary's report on the po-
litical scene in the Reich capital at the time of the Berlin movement is
reproduced. The Berlin correspondent of Christliche Monatsschrift (Chris-
tian :Monthly), published at Barmen, wrote to his paper in 1885:

"Only he who has not seen Berlin for ten years and has suddenly re-
turned can measure the change that has taken place. When he enters a
small modest restaurant he will be amazed to find the Reichsbote [the
conservative paper friendly to Stoecker] not only on display but also
avidly read by the small artisan and working man. He would have to make
sure that he was not dreaming when he remembered the times these circles
would have thrown out the reactionary paper, and its reader on top of it.
He would be dumbfounded at the sight of the newspaperwoman carrying
the [anti-Semitic] Deutsches Tageblatt three or four flights up in the back-
yard building. Does up there, under the roof, the [liberal] Volkszeitung
nile no longer? Whence the new intruder? Well, it is all Stoecker's work
that has caused the change. The stranger who did not see Berlin for ten
years notices how, suddenly, towards evening the crowds are getting
thicker in the streets. He lets himself be carried by the current and arrives
at a Conservative election meeting. All strata are represented, from the
working man up to the officer in civilian attire and to the cabinet member
who does not quite succeed in hiding behind a column high up in the
balcony. A lively whisper can be heard in the audience which awaits the
speaker. All of a sudden, there is silence, the audience holds its breath
only to become tumultuously noisy again. Court Chaplain Stoecker has
entered the hail and a thunderous Hoch from thousands of throats, a
Hoch that will not end, greets the most popular man in Berlin, a court
chaplain! The stranger thinks of former times; the memory of that Con-
servative meeting which he attended ten years ago comes to his mind. He
has still retained the flavor of its sick-room atmosphere. That meeting was
more dignified but it was small and arthritic. Who brought about this
miracle?"

Cf. also Ludwig Bamberger's secret diaries, edited by Ernst Feder under
the title, Bismarcks grosses Spiel (Frankfurt, 1932). Returning to Berlin
in 1883, after an absence of several months which he had spent abroad,
Bamberger was nauseated by Berlin's political climate.

"Directly upon my return I twice overheard vulgar expressions against
Jews. Not that they were made for my benefit; my ear just happened to
catch them. Once, they were even workers who made them. After having
been back for some time, one regains his thick skin. I say one should not
leave and let the bad smell escape once the nose is full of it. The moment
one airs oneself [abroad] one must go through it all over again" (p. 270).

19. Bergsträsser, L[udwigl: Geschichte der Politischen Parteien in Deutsch-
land (Mannheim, Berlin, Leipzig, 1932), p. 85.

20. Bismarck in his speeches before the Prussian Diet, October 18, and 19,
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1849. Quoted from Nitzsche, Max: "Die Anfange der agrarischen Beweg-
ung in Deutschland," Patria! Jahrbuch der'Hilfe' 1905 (Berlin), p. 187.

21. Cf. Stolper, Gustav: German Economj 1870—1940 (New York, 1940),
p. 34.

22. In 1873 a Conservative still could declare in the Reichstag that "next to
bread and meat free iron is most essential." In the same year several hun-
dred agrarian associations joined in a monster demonstration to protest
against continuing the tariff on pig iron. Cf. Nitzsche, Max: Op. cit., p. 200.

23. In 1871 the output of German pig iron was 1,564,000 tons compared to
a British production of 6—7,000,000 tons. Stolper: Op. cit., p. 26.

24. The first unsuccessful attempt at assassination was made by Hödel, who
for a short time had been a member of Stoecker's Christian Social Workers'
Party.

25. Ziekursch, Johannes: Das Zeitalter Bismarcks (Frankfurt am Main, 1930),
pp. 322 if. Also Biemann, Robert: Schwarzrotgold (Leipzig, 1921), pp.
154 if.

26. From that date down to the Nazi period the Catholic Center Party, to-
gether with its offshoot, the Bavarian People's Party, which was founded
in 1920, remained numerically stable. Before World War I it never had
less than 90 Reichstag seats. In the terror election of March 5, 1933, its
following again proved loyal and elected 92 Center members to the last
Reichstag of the Weimar Republic.

27. For the causes of minor discrepancies in the electoral statistics see notes
20 and 21, Chapter V.

28. The general right to hold meetings for Reichstag elections, however, was
not impaired by the SoziaUstengesetz, nor were Social Democratic can-
didates forbidden to run for election. The anti-Socialist law originally was
to expire on March 31, 1881, but was extended four times. Each time,
the government made the extension a test case of party loyalties, and the
National Liberals fell into line. The phenomenal rise of the outlawed
Social Democratic Party and Bismarck's resignation created conditions
which brought an end to the law in 1890.

29. For a penetrating analysis of these developments see Kehr, Eckart: "Das
soziale System der Reaktion in Preussen unter dem Ministerium Putt-
kamer," Die Gesellschaft (Berlin, 1929), 6. Jahrgang, no. 9.

30. The epithet, Vorfrucht der Sozialdenwkratie, was first used by Bismarck
to characterize the role of the Progress Party. Cf. Bebel: Aus meinem
Leben, bc cit., vol. III, p. 12. Later Caprivi took it up in his criticism of
the anti-Semitic movement.



CHAPTER III

1. Eugen Richter in a speech before the Reichstag, January 12, 1881.
2. Denkwurdigkeiten des Fürsten Chiodwig zu Hohenlohe-Schillingrfurst,

ed. by Friedrich Curtius, 2 vols. (Stuttgart and Leipzig, 1906—1907),
vol. II, p. 307.

3. Stoecker later reported the incident as follows: "I spoke about Lassalle.
Social Democrats in the audience loudly objected. They slandered the
Christian Church and clergy for not having done anything for labor. The
Jewish tendency was unmistakable. Thereupon I told them they should
not ask for help only from us but also from the Jews, from Herr Bleich-
röder, for instance, who had more money than all clergymen taken to-
gether." (Quoted from Oertzen: Op. cit., pp. 158—9.)

4. The original letter was in the archives of the Kaiserliches Geheime Zivil-
kabinett. The quotation is from Frank, W.: Op. cit., p. 86.

5. Conservative Robert von Puttkamer (1828-1900) became in 1879 the
successor of the liberal Prussian Minister of Public Worship and Instruc-
tion, Falk. From 1881 to 1888 he was Minister of the Interior and, as
such, in charge of the Prussian police during most of the years of the
anti-Socialist act. To socialist labor he became the symbol of Prussian
reaction and police chicanery. The liberal Friedrich III dismissed him.

6. Frank, W.: Op. cit., pp. 304 if., reproduces the entire letter from a copy
of the original in the archives of the Evangetische Oberkirchenrat.

7. Letter to Geheimrat Tiedemann of November 21, 1880, quoted by Frank,

W.: Op. cit., p. 305.
8. Richter: Op. cit., p. 14.
9. Bernstein, Eduard: Geschichte der Berliner Arbeiterbewegung, ioc. cit.,

vol. II, p. 59.
10. The Reichsbote was a conservative, orthodox Protestant paper, of similar

political complexion as the Kreuzzeitung; it supported Stoecker from the
beginning of his political career.

11. The leaflet is reprinted in Stoecker's Christlich-Sozial, bc. cit., pp. 404 if.
12. Virchow ran against Stoecker in a Berlin district; he had joined in a

public protest against the Russian pogroms of 1881.
13. Lucius von Ballhausen, Robert: Bismarck Erinnerungen, 4th—6th ed.

(Stuttgart and Berlin, 1921), p. 216.
14. Windelband, Wolfgang: Bismarcks Bri4e an semen Sohn Wilhelm (Ber-

lin, 1922), p. 26. An election speech Count Wilhelm von Bismarck had
made before a Conservative gathering in Berlin had aroused a controversy
in the press. The Chancellor warned his son to be more careful in his public

223
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utterances. "If you speak you will have to support Stoecker because his
opponent is a Progressive; but identification with Stoecker is not agree-
able to the government and no one will ever believe you to talk anything
but government language. It is highly desirable that Stoecker be elected,
first of all to avoid election of the enemy, and besides because he is an
extraordinary, militant, useful comrade-in-arms. As soon, however, as we
support him, we endorse in the public mind everything he and all other
anti-Semites have said in the past, and this is something to which I cannot
lend my name."

15. Cf. Frank, W.: Op. cit., p. 110.

16. Busch, Moritz: Bismarck. Some Secret Pages of His History, 3 vols. (Lon-
don, 1898), vol. III, p. 16. On Busch see Chapter VI, p. 84.

17. In Otto Johlinger's book, Bismarck und die Juden (Berlin, 1921), a con-
scientious collection of such statements may be found. Johlinger's treat-
ment of the problem, however, is on the whole apologetic and unpo-
litical.

18. Quoted from Jo}ilinger: Op. cit., p. 185.

19. Parenthetically, Jewish superior abilities were most readily recognized in
fields of economic, professional, and artistic endeavors which were not
rated highly in authoritarian conservative society. In imperial Germany
the businessman ranked lower than the aristocratic landowner, the military
and clergy, the academician and civil servant, that is, all restricted, typi-
cally "un-Jewish" occupations. The stigma of inferior occupation was only
set in high relief by conceding superior aptness for it.

F. R. Bienenfeld (The Germans and the Jews, New York, 1939) treats
the significance of occupational status at length. He sees the low esteem
in which certain professions were held in Germany as a major reason for
Jewish success in journalism, trade, banking, theaters, free professions,
and political life (excluding the top levels). He believes that the decline
of these professions after World War I, in turn, was disastrous for the
Jewish group, that German Jews had lost both fortune and position before
they became victims of Hitler's laws.

20. For a correct, though necessarily simplified, analysis of Bismarek's attitude
see Parkes, James: An Enemy of the People—A ntisemitism (New York,
1946), pp. 51L

21. In 1884 the Secessionists joined the Progress Party to form a new liberal

organization, the Freisinnige Party.
22. Stoecker, Adolf: Christlich-Sozial, bc. cii., pp. L—LI.
23. Rudolf Hertzog, owner of a Berlin department store, was one of the

financial backers of German anti-Semitism. He had generously supported
the Berlin Movement in the elections and had become known by his huge
garden parties where free food and beverages, patriotic songs and anti-
Semitic speeches were combined to keep the guests in high spirits.

24. Invited to participate in a Luther festival, Stoecker had gone to London
where he addressed two public meetings on the social reform movement
and his Christian Social Party. Liberal London was incensed. Public opin-
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ion prevailed upon the Lord Mayor to revoke Stoecker's permission to
speak at Mansion House. The meetings had to be held elsewhere. German
Social Democrats, exiles from the anti-Socialist law, turned up in huge
numbers. Bedlam ensued. Stoecker had to leave the hail by a back door.

The Socialdemocrat wrote of these meetings: "Our comrades had come,
not to take part in a discussion, but to manifest their unmistakable hate
and contempt for Herr Stoecker, and through him for Bismarck, his pro-
tector, and for the ruling classes of Germany, and in this way to answer
the muzzling of our comrades in Germany." (See Frank: Op. cit., p. 119.)
The paper compared Luther and Stoecker; it called the former the spokes-
man of rising absolutism and the latter the eulogist of dying absolutism.
Upon his return to Berlin Stoecker gave a detailed and highly colored
description of his London experience in a speech reprinted in Christlich-
Sozial, pp. 233 if.

25. Quoted from Frank, W.: Op. cit., p. 134.
26. Akten des Kaiserlichen Zivilkabinetts, quoted from Frank W.: Op. cit.,

p. 143.
27. The handwritten four-page letter was kept in the Prussian Crown Archives.

Frank was given permission to reveal its content but was not authorized
to quote the document.



CHAPTER IV

1. "Heidelberger Erkiarung" of March 23, 1884. Salomon, Felix: Die
deutschen Parteiprogramme (Leipzig and Berlin, 1912), 2nd ed., vol. II,
p. 35.

2. The Progressives held 59 Reichstag seats m 1881 and 67 in 1884; in 1887
only 32 Progressives were elected. From 12 seats in 1881 and 24 in 1884,
the Social Democrats were down to 11 seats in 1884.

S. The Catholic Center Party showed again that it was capable of holding
its following even in opposition to the government. Its 98 seats in the
Reichstag were only one less than the number captured by the National
Liberals, who had scored the greatest success at the polls. But the Center
Party, advised by the Pope, did not choose to urge a struggle against the
army bill. Its representatives abstained from voting. Rome did not wish
the process of Bismarck's reconciliation with Catholicism to be disturbed.
In 1887 Leo XIII told the cardinals that the Kulturkampf had at last come
to an end. A year later, when young Kaiser Wilhelm II called for an
active colonial policy for the sake of "Christian civilization" and the "aboli-
tion of slavery," the Catholic Center Party, again guided by the Pope,
reversed its stand on the colonial question.

The Catholic Center's wavering course vis-à-vis the forces of nationalism
and imperialism was of singular importance in German parliamentary his-
tory, and has not yet been fully explored. The dropping of the Liberals in
1879, Caprivi's middle-of-the-road policy, the "Bülow-Block" of 1907,
and the "Black-Blue-Bloc" of 1909—these developments depended on
the Catholic Center's relations with the government. Whether, after 1890,
growing Catholic cooperation with the ruling groups did not influence
the Social Democratic Party to remain in opposition and isolation is an-
other aspect of the problem.

4. Quoted from Oncken, Hermann: Rudolf von Bennigsen, 2 vols. (Stuttgart
and Leipzig, 1910), vol. II, p. 531.

5. September 23, 1885.
6. September 17, 1885.
7. Oertzen: Op. cit., p. 288.
8. Quoted from Oertzen: Op. cit., p. 264.
9. Bismarck, Otto von: Op. cit., p. 585.

10. Ibid., p. 595.
11. Oertzen: Op. cit., p. 267.
12. Antisemiten-Spiegel (Danzig, 1892), pp. 154 if.
13. Stoecker gives the following explanation:

226
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"I naturally did not leave any doubt that I would, of necessity, relin-
quish my office if faced with this alternative. But I submitted that this
alternative did not really touch the crux of the matter; that my agitation
was not the case in point but that the Kartell was; that His Majesty was
apparently of the opinion that if I gave up the fight against the Kartell,
this combination could assert itself in Berlin. I submitted that as it was,
in any case, impossible for me to work successfully for the good of the
monarchy against the Royal will I would not be averse to giving up the
party's fight in Berlin and letting the Kartell policy show what it was able
to achieve. I was certain that the Kartefl could not win and that this
would end with a defeat of the government. . . . These, however, were
not the only considerations that made me leave for a while the political
arena of the capital. There also were considerations of a higher kind. I
myself felt that a heavy burden would be put on our public life if it
should come to pass that the Kaiser showed his displeasure with me and
my efforts and by implication with all our friends in the Reich. Thus
strong and effective forces which a determined political course could not
have done without, would be paralyzed. Subsequent years proved how
much my concern was justified. In Germany a successful propaganda fight

against the revolution is impossible without the wholehearted cooperation
of the Christian Social and strictly Conservative groups, which now are
brushed aside." (Quoted from Oertzen: Op. cit., p. 285.)

14. In 1890 the National Liberals were reduced from 99 Reichstag seats to
42; the German Conservatives from 80 to 73; the Free-Conservatives from
41 to 21. The Progressives climbed from 32 to 67 seats; the Social Demo-
crats from 11 to 35; the Catholic Center, with 106 Reichstag members,
led all other parties.

15. Bismarck demanded an even more oppressive law against the Social Demo-
cratic movement, this time to be permanent. The National Liberals were
willing to vote for a permanent but less discriminatory bill which the
Conservatives rejected as too lenient. Bismarck had a hand in preventing
an agreement between National Liberals and Conservatives. Historians
today are inclined to interpret his failure to negotiate between the two
parties as a maneuver designed to convince the young Kaiser that the
only course left open was the coup d'etat. (See, for instance, Delbrück,
Hans: Weltgeschichte, Berlin, 1931, 2nd ed., pp. 617 if.)

16. Leuss, Hans, May 1, 1889. (Frank, Walter: Op. cit., p. 204.)
17. Kreuzzeitung, March 19, 1890.
18. Wilhelm II: Ereignisse und Gestalten 1878—1918 (Leipzig and Berlin,

1922), p. 26.
19. The Nazis transposed Stoecker's religious-monarchic slogan into the totali-

tarian "one Reich, one people, one leader." In both variations, the exclu-
sion of "others," meaning Jews, is the basic texture.



CHAPTER V

1. Auer, Ignaz: Nach zehn Jahren. Material und Glossen zur Geschichte des
Sozialistengesetzes (Nurnberg, 1913), p. 10.

2. German emigration to overseas countries:

Total

to all overse
countries

of

as

Emigrants

to U. S. A.
1871—1875 394,814 360,563
1876—1880 231,154 193,303
1881—1885 857,287 797,019
1886—1890 485,136 440,120
1891—1895 402,567 371,506
1896—1900 127,308 107,424
190 1—1905
1906—1910
1911—1914

146,640
133,105

78,881

134,862
119,711

61,344

(Computed from: Der Grosse Brockhaus, 15th ed., vol. II, Leipzig, 1929,
article: "Auswanderung," p. 140.)

The rates of emigration are related to the two long business cycles in
the Kaiserreich. During the first twenty-five years, 2,370,958 Germans
went overseas, but only 485,934 left during the twenty following years.
The bulk of the emigrants came from the densely populated South and
Southwest, that is, from territories where peasant small holdings prevailed.
In this way America resettled many of the people whom its high pro-
ductivity had uprooted.

3. In retirement Bismarck published a summary of the reinsurance treaty's
contents in the newspaper Hamburger Nachrichten of October 24, 1896.

4. Stoecker quoted by Frank, Walter: Op. cit., p. 230.
5. Treitscbke, Heinrich von: Election speech for the anti-Semitic candidate

Dr. Inner, February 14, 1890. Quoted by Oertzen, Op. cit., pp. 300 if.
6. Gerlach, Helimut von: Erinnerunger& eines Junkers (Berlin, 1926), p. 84.
7. Speech of February 28, 1893. Quoted by Frank: Op. cit., pp. 232 if.
8. Kreuzzeitung, November 29, 1892. See Frank: Ibid.
9. IbId.

10. Salomon, Felix: Op. cit., vol. II, p. 71 if.
228
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ii. Gerlach, Heilmut von: "Vom deutsehen Antisemitismus," Patria! Jahrbuch
der 'Hilfe' 1904 (Berlin), p. 154.

12. Croner, Johannes: Die Geschichte der agrarischen Bewegurtg in Deutsch-
land (Berlin, 1909), pp. 131 if. Cf. also Ziekursch, Johannes: PolitLsche
Geschichte des Neuen Deutschen Kairerreiches—Das Zeitalter Wilhelm II
Frankfurt am Main, 1930), p. 59.

13. Salomon, Felix: Op cit., vol. II, p. 75.
14. Stoecker's speech of February 28, 1893. (Frank: Op. cit., p. 235.)
15. Harden, Maximilian: "Fürst Bismarck und der Antiremitismus," Die

Zukunft (Berlin, April 29, 1893), p. 198.
16. Bachem, Karl: Vorgeschichte, Geschichte und Politik des deutschen

Zentrumspartei, 9 vols. (Köln, 1927—1932), vol. V, pp. 272, 352.
17. "Stichwahlen," Vorwärts, Berlin, June 26, 1893.
18. From the unpublished memoirs of the Christian Social Reichstag member

Professor Huepeden; made accessible to, and quoted by, Frank, Walter:
Op. cit., p. 237.

19. The Kai.serrejch was subdivided into 397 constituencies (Wahlkreise),
drawn up on the basis of the census of 1864. Each constituency elected
one member to the Reichstag. Population shifts from rural to urban re
gions called for adjustment of the original boundaries of electoral districts
but no such revisions were made under the KaLserreich. Thus, in industrial
centers it took many more votes to elect a candidate than in the agrarian
provinces, depopulated by the exodus into the cities. "Electoral district
geometry" worked against the Social Democratic Party and for the Con-
servatives, the chief reason for its not being corrected.

20. There are hardly two reference works which give identical figures on elec-
toral votes or strength of party representation in the Reichstag. The
differences, mostly insignificant, result sometimes from the fact that candi-
dates who had campaigned for one party, joined, when elected, the Reichs-

tag group of the big party nearest to it in character and aims. Thus, can-
didates elected on an anti-Semitic platform would often join the Con-
servative Reichstag group. This happened especially in 1893. A number
of candidates who had campained as anti-Semites tied up with the Con-
servatives. They preferred, as von Gerlach put it, "to find an abode in the
larger Conservative mansion which they regarded as more solid after all."
(Gerlach, Heilmut von: "Vom deutschen Antisemitismus," be. cit., p. 154.)

The strength of the anti-Semitic vote was therefore greater than the
number of votes cast for members of the anti-Semitic Reichstag group
would indicate. Theodor Fritsch, analyzing the 1893 elections in detail,
mentions the anti-Semitic candidates who tied up with the Conservatives:
"Baron von Langen (Stralsund-Rugen), von Dallwitz (Ost-Priegnitz),
Rother (Ohlau-Nimptsch-Strehlen), von Weideck (Cottbus), von Herder
(Marienberg-Zschoppen), Sachsse (Nossen-Döbeln), Jakobskotter (Erfurt)
—all in complete agreement with the German-Social program and jointly
elected by German-Socials [anti-Semites] and Conservatives." On the basis
of these and similar post election shifts Fritsch estimates the anti-Semitic
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vote as high as 400,000, instead of the 263,000 cast for candidates who
remained in the anti-Semitic Reichstag group. (Fritsch, Theodor: "Kurze
Geschichte der antisemitischen Bewegung," Antisemiten-Katechismus, 25th
ed., Leipzig, 1893, pp. 345 if.)

21. A party had to have at least 15 Reichstag members to be recognized as an
independent group (Fraktion). Only such a group was entitled to being
represented in committees and to submit bills; an individual deputy could
not propose legislation. It was a parliamentary custom for the established
party Fraktionen to act as "host" to minor groups or individual representa-
tives, the Wilde (Mavericks) if they did not succeed in forming their
own Fraktion. The "guests" (Hospitanten) were sometimes counted as
belonging to the "host" party. This, too, accounts for discrepancies in par-
liament and election statistics (see Note 20).

22. The rapid decline of liberalism caused the Progressive member of the
Reichstag, Theodor Barth, to write in 1905: "It sounds like a fairy-tale of
olden times if one hears today that in 1874 there were 182 National
Liberals in the Prussian Diet and 155 in the Reicbstag. With the members
of the Progress Party, which then had 72 seats in the Prussian Diet and
49 in the Reichstag, liberalism altogether commanded a solid majority
thirty years ago in the Prussian as well as in the Reich parliament."
(Barth, Theodor: "Der Politiker Heinrich B.ickert," Patria!, Berlin, 1905,
pp. if.)

28. The Polish Party (Potenpartei) sent a representation to the Reichstag
varying in strength between 13 (1887) and 20 (1907) members. It was
the political organization of the Polish population in Germany's "Ostmark,"
the eastern provinces where the German and Polish element met. Coincid-
ing with his Kulturkampf against German Catholicism, Bismarck pursued
an aggressive anti-Polish policy; first culturally, by making the German
language obligatory in the public school system and eliminating the influ-
ence of the Polish-speaking Catholic clergy in school matters; later eco-
nomically, by providing government funds for buying up Polish-owned
estates and settling them with German peasants. The Polish-speaking
population, however, stood its ground well,

Caprivi's attempt to establish friendlier relations with the Polish group
was sabotaged by Bismarck and Wilhelm II. In 1894 the Deutscher
Ostmarkenverein was founded; ultranationalistic, it endeavored to influ-
ence Reich policy toward the eastern provinces in Bismarck's spirit. In
1914 it had over 50,000 members. After World War I it became one of
the recruiting stations for Nazism.

24. Heilmut von Gerlach was present at a meeting of leading members of
the Conservative Party whom Hammerstein toward the end of 1894 had
called together in order to get their approval of an imminent conspiracy
against the constitution. The relevant passages of Gerlach's report (Von
Rechts nach Links, toe. cit., pp. 184 if.), read:
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Hammerstein. . . . immediately told us: "I have just come from
Count Eiilenburg [then Prussian Prime Minister]. He has been of-
fered the chancellorship. He is ready to accept it provided that all
Conservatives support him in his plan to have the Bundesrat at once
declare the general franchise invalid." This was the coup d'etat, this
was the occasion for giving the order to shoot the workers down
which Hammerstein had wanted in 1892!

First everyone was silent under the impact of the monstrous dis-
closure. Then, Stoecker took the floor in order to express his scarcely
veiled agreement: he had always been in favor of substituting a
corporative arrangement for the right of democratic suffrage. The
others nodded agreement. Then I let loose.

It was clear that Wilhelm II stood behind the whole treacherous
plan. Eulenburg would never have dared flirt with the idea of a
coup d'etat had he not made sure beforehand that he had the im-
perial blessing.

Eulenburg and Hammerstein dropped the plan when faced with dis-
agreement even among the Conservative leaders. But the threat of the
Staatsstreich, of an open violation of the constitution, of an army rebellion,
reappeared at all major political crises, haunted the democratic opposition,
and induced it to make ever-increasing concessions to nationalism and
militarism.

25. Cf. Ziekursch, Johannes: Op cit., p. 74.
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